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NEWSLETTER - SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

Dear Friends 
A belated welcome to 2015.  This Newsletter comes to you well into 2015 after a long pause.  
 
COMMITTEE 
The UWA Historical Society has the following management committee for 2015: 

 Ronald Bodycoat - President 

 Susan Marie - Vice President 

 Maria Carvalho - UWA Archivist 

 William Chi 

 James Devenish 

 Nicholas Hasluck 

 Fran Pesich 

 Jackie Scurlock 

 Christine Shervington 
 
With representatives from Convocation: 

 Warren Kerr - Warden 

 Felicity Farrelly 
 
The Society values its ongoing advisors: 

 Professor Reg Appleyard and 

 Doctor Joan Pope. 
 
This is an exceptional team to lead the Society through the remainder of 2015 and into 2016, 
and to promote, with the membership, the work for which the Society was established - to 
research, record and promote the social history of the University of Western Australia, and in 
particular to encourage the enjoyment and participation by the entire University community, 
both past and present, in the history of its origins and development. 
The Society currently is in need of a voluntary Secretary and Treasurer.  If you have a little 
time to help in these roles, please let us know - the work volume is very light but important.  
 
PRESENCE ON CAMPUS 
The Society enjoys temporary use of a Room in the Arts Building for use as office and work 
room and as a point of contact on Campus.  We have a website - www.uwa.edu.au/uwahs 
and an email address - uwahs@uwa.edu.au as well as direct contact with Ronald Bodycoat - 
President, on mobile 0418 917 757, at any time. 
Your contact is welcome and encouraged.  Shortly, the Society will relocate to office space 
elsewhere on Campus. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Your membership is crucial to the success of the presence of the Historical Society on the 
Crawley Campus of the University.  We encourage you to maintain your membership and 
your participation in the Events over the coming year.  A membership form is attached for 
those who are not currently members and for new members.  If you are paid-up, thank you; 
but do let us know your status so that Society Records can be kept up to date. 
Membership is $30.00 annually - January to December. 
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GENEROUS DONATIONS 
To promote the Society’s Oral History Programme, the Chancellor, Michael Chaney, has 
generously donated $10,000.00 to the Society for ongoing Oral History recordings.  This 
donation was announced at the Launch of the Oral History Programme by the Chancellor, a 
programme which acclaimed of between seventy and one hundred Oral Histories; a truly 
significant celebration of achievement.  Such donor generosity enables positive, critical 
identification and recording of the personalities and of their experiences in the University 
family from the past. 
Please help us to fund this important programme into the future by nominating people for 
recording, by sourcing donors, and by contributing yourself or through your University 
Faculty, School or Department to fund specific oral histories. 
 
ORAL HISTORY PROGRAMME 
This is a commendable and highly successful programme for the Society.  Oral History 
interviews continue to expand the complement to date of up to one hundred Oral Histories in 
the Society’s collection. 
Early taped oral histories have now been digitised, and the entire collection will be available 
for access where authorised and when catalogued at the Reid Library on Campus.  This is 
an important ongoing project for the Society. 
Recording and editing is carried out professionally but the cost is significant.  Please do 
support the programme of capturing the past experiences of the University community. 
You can access the complement of Oral Histories and you can contribute by nominating 
personalities for oral history recording, and by contributing financially to enable the 
programme to continue.  Each Oral History costs up to $1500.00 to completion. 
 
The programme currently interacts with Campus Faculties, Schools and Departments to 
identify and to fund significant interviews.  Your support in this important programme is 
crucial to its ongoing success in the name of the University. 
 
ORAL HISTORY CONFERENCE 
A National Conference was held in Perth from 9 to 11 September 2015, conducted by the 
Oral History Association. 
Your Society’s representative, James Devenish, attended the Conference and delivered a 
presentation focussing on the Oral History achievements at UWA. 
This highly successful Conference was conducted in Perth with support from the State 
Library of WA and the City of Perth. 
James will speak to his paper and the outcomes of the Conference, as Guest Speaker at the 
Society’s AGM on Monday 14 December 2015 at 5.00pm. 
 
UWA ANZAC 2015 
The Society contributed to the University Winter Arts Festival 2015 by presenting a free 
Public Forum, ANZAC - Myths and Legends Revisited, in the Dining Hall at St George’s 
College, on SUNDAY 23 August 2015.  The Forum presented papers by Ronald Bodycoat 
and Nicholas Hasluck, and Well-Versed who presented readings from relevant wartime 
writings. 
This Forum sought to heighten and lighten what in the recent past has been the Dark Side of 
the Gallipoli Campaign of 1915.  The Forum contributed to the University’s focus of 
commemoration of ANZAC and other campaigns, embellished with appropriate and relevant 
poetry and readings, and to commemorate those from Senate, Staff, Convocation and 
Student Body who took part in the World War I campaigns. 
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UWA HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS FOR 2015 
The Society seeks to involve relevant Campus personalities and the Society Membership in 
Events which promote the social history of the University and the consequent enjoyment by 
the membership and the wider community of those Events. 
 
Events currently being resolved for 2015 are as follows: 
 
September-  Tuesday 15 September at 5pm in the Convocation Council Room - 
   A presentation of the History of the Faculty of Agriculture by   
   Emeritus Professor David Lindsay - this was an informed and  
   entertaining presentation. 
    
   Tuesday 29 September at 5pm in the Ernst and Young Lecture Theatre of 
   the Business School UWA -  
   This presentation, in commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of the 
   end of WWII in Asia will be presented by Dr Huang Qinguo, Chinese 
   Consul General in WA. 
 
October -  Tuesday 20 October at 5.00pm presentation by Erin Fraser, Manager  
   Special Collections, Reid Library, UWA, regarding Special Collections of 
   the Reid Library, in the Convocation Council Room. 
 
November -  Physics Department - a presentation by Lance Maschmedt in the  
   Convocation Council Room, time and date to be announced. 
 
December -  Monday 14 December at 5.00pm, AGM of the Society with a presentation 
   regarding Oral History at UWA, in the Convocation Council Room. 
 
Mark your diaries now, and participate in the story of this remarkable University by 
supporting the Events as they occur. 
Generally, Society events are free, but gold coin donations are welcome. 
 
EVENTS LOCATION 
Society Events usually take place, unless advised otherwise, in the Irwin Street Building 
located at the western edge of James Oval at the Crawley Campus.  We meet there in the 
Convocation Council Room, formerly styled incorrectly as the ‘Old Senate Room’ at the 
northern end of the building. 
 
NEW UWA BRANDING 
You may have noticed that the University has adopted a new branding for letterheads, 
publicity, publications and so on. 
The Shield has been adapted from the original University Crest, the original document for 
which is mounted in the Archives Collection of the University.  The Swan and the associated 
Latin text has changed, developing over the decades since inauguration of the University 
itself. 
One current interpretation forms part of the DONOR panels as a shield and text banner, 
mounted on the western wall of the ground floor colonnade of the Great Gateway at Winthrop 
Hall.  Check it out for yourself. 
 
THE UNIVERSITY GUILD 
Discussions are proceeding with the Guild Archivist to establish conversations with the 
History Society of the objects and achievements of the Guild Archival collection and the 
University Archives, in association with the History Society. 
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OBJECTS 
Let me remind you of the OBJECTS of the University of Western Australia Historical Society 
- to identify, record, promulgate and enjoy the social history of the University since its 
inception and embracing Senate, Administration, Staff, Students, Graduates and Friends of 
the University - from inception to the present day.  History is worth recording and embracing. 
History starts now. 
 
CONTACT 
My mobile is readily accessible 0418 917 757; please tell me your thoughts and 
expectations.  I am very happy for you to make contact with the Society through me. 
 
 
With kind regards and best wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ronald Bodycoat 
President 
UWA Historical Society (UWA HS) 
Room G48, Arts Building 106 
M212 The University of Western Australia 
35 Stirling Highway, Crawley, Western Australia 6009 
www.uwa.edu.au/uwahs 


