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8. THE AUSTRALIAN VICE-CHANCELLORS’ COMMITTEE (AVCC) 

 

 

The Australian Vice-Chancellors’ Committee (AVCC), the council of Australia’s 

university presidents, is the peak national representative body of Australia’s university 

sector. The AVCC’s charter is to advance higher education through voluntary, cooperative 

and coordinated action. 

 

The Committee is non-partisan and exists exclusively for educational purposes. Its 

continuing aim is to serve the best interests of the university sector through promoting 

higher education as an integral part of vibrant national economy. 

 

The AVCC’s mandate in representing members’universities is to ensure a cohesive and 

credible voice for the industry, to advance policies and to manage issues relevant to the 

university sector. 

 

The AVCC is a forum of Vice-Chancellors to: 

 support Vice-Chancellors in performing their roles; 

 promote the needs, interests and purposes of Australian universities and their 

communities to government, industry and other groups; 

 develop policy positions and guidelines on higher education matters through discussing 

relevant issues, including teaching, research and research training; 

 advance internationalisation of Australian universities; 

 provide information for and about Australian universities; and 

 provide services and programs to universities including the negotiation of common 

purchasing arrangements. 

 

The organisation that ultimately became the AVCC was formed at a conference held in 

Sydney in May 1920 of Australia’s then six universities. 

 

The membership of the AVCC has grown significantly since that time to the current 

membership of 38 Vice-Chancellors, reflecting the growth in the number and diversity of 

universities across the country. 

 

In 1966, in recognition of the influence of the federal bureaucracy and Parliament on 

decisions concerning higher education, the AVCC Secretariat was re-located from 

Melbourne to Australia’s national capital, Canberra, from where it currently operates. 

 

The role of the AVCC has evolved considerably over the years, reflecting the changing 

nature of and environment for universities both nationally and internationally.  

 

Source: 

http://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/documents/publications/corporate/Australian_Univ

ersity_Handbook_2007-partA.pdf  

 

The library is arranged alphabetically by year. 
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dGuidelines2005.pdf  
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