
Welcome from the Deputy  
Vice-Chancellor (Research), 
Professor Robyn Owens

UWA researchers are globally prominent in a wide variety of 

research fields, including: 

• Biological Sciences 

• Agricultural Sciences 

• Marine/Ocean Engineering and 

• Environmental Science and Engineering.  

Home to two Nobel Prize for Medicine Laureates—Professors 

Barry Marshall and Robin Warren, the University also hosts 

seven of the world’s Highly Cited researchers and more than 

60 academics across all of Australia’s learned academies. Our 

Humanities and Social Science programs have fostered a Prime 

Minister and State Premiers, as well as many other leaders in 

Australian society and leaders in many other countries. 

The University has a number of cross-disciplinary strategic 

research areas: 
• Designing Our Future 
• A Just And Cultured World 
• Healthy Futures 
• Sustainable Environment 
• Data - Intensive Discovery 

UWA actively collaborates with other research institutions 

across a broad spectrum of research opportunities, from radio 

astronomy and supercomputing (playing an integral role in the 

Square Kilometre Array), offshore engineering, natural gas 

management, geo-sequestration and marine science, through 

to collaborations in plant genetics and breeding, rock art, 

biological arts, work design, health data linkage and the 

translation of health research outcomes. 

These areas, many of which are complementary and allow for 

multidisciplinary interaction, have been prioritised to ensure  

our researchers are, in collaboration with their colleagues 

locally, nationally and internationally, searching for solutions to 

the key issues the world faces. 
 
research.uwa.edu.au/research-strengths

UWA’s research strengths

“The University of Western Australia has proven that our research 

and researchers are relevant, impactful, successful and world-

leading. In 2017 UWA improved its position across all five 

monitored international rankings, with a top 100 place in the  

QS (93), USN&W (88) and ARWU (91). Our staff and research 

students continue to win national and international awards for 

their outstanding contribution to knowledge. They strive for 

excellence in all areas and use their strengths for the betterment 

of the world”
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50
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internationalisation, specialist 
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• Agriculture and Forestry
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Civil and Structural Engineering
• Earth and Marine Sciences
• Performing Arts
• Psychology
• Mineral and Mining Engineering

(QS 2017)

Free school tuition for 
children of Masters & 
PhD students*

*  Some schools have limited places and other modest fees apply.  
For more information visit study.uwa.edu.au/free-schooling
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Health and Medical Sciences

The Faculty of Health and Medical 
Sciences offers courses, training and 
research opportunities in a wide range 
of scientific and clinical disciplines 
to significantly benefit the health 
of Australian and international 
communities.

As a research-oriented faculty, we 
encourage the lifelong adaptation 
and assessment of new theories, 
treatments and diagnostic techniques 
that incorporate a holistic approach 
to the health sciences and a more 
sensitive interaction with patients. 

Research opportunities are available 
across the Faculty’s five schools:
• Dental School 

• Medical School

• School of Allied Health

• School of Biomedical Sciences

• School of Population and Global

meddent.uwa.edu.au/research 

Research enquiries: 
hdrenquiries-fhms@uwa.edu.au
 
Science

The Faculty of Science’s research in 
30 fields is rated ‘at or above world 
standard’, addressing global issues  
and driving positive change in five  
key areas of scientific study:
• Agriculture

• Health

• Energy

• Environment

• Knowledge

science.uwa.edu.au/research

Research enquiries: 
hdr-enquiry-science@uwa.edu.au

Step 1 

Find a potential supervisor
To determine your eligibility and help identify appropriate 

supervision for your research, contact your HDR Support 

Team, as below:

Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Education 
hdr-fable@uwa.edu.au 

Faculty of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences
hdr-ems@uwa.edu.au 

Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences
hdrenquiries-fhms@uwa.edu.au 

Faculty of Science
hdr-enquiry-science@uwa.edu.au 

You will be asked to provide:

• a brief summary of your proposed research
• your CV, and
• other documents as required.

 

Step 2 

Lodge an application
Once your eligibility and supervision has been confirmed,  

you will be requested to submit a formal application form at

study.uwa.edu.au/how-to-apply/start-my-application 
along with additional supporting documentation, to the 

respective HDR Support Team or to an authorised UWA 

representative at study.uwa.edu.au/agents. This application 
should include: 

• a completed and signed research application form 
• all certified documents as listed on the application form
• a brief outline (maximum 250 words) of your proposed 

research project 

Sponsored and scholarship students 
Students seeking a UWA scholarship, or one of the 
scholarships listed below, should complete the online 
application form (via iAthena) on the Scholarships website: 
scholarships.uwa.edu.au/futurestudents/postgrad

Some externally sponsored students, e.g. Australia Awards 
applicants, will submit their formal application directly 
through their sponsor (not UWA) once their prospecive 
supervisors have been identified. These applicants will 
therefore not need to complete Step 2 in this process.

Please contact the relevant Faculty HDR Support Team for 
more information and support.

Step 4 

Accept your offer
Follow the acceptance instructions on the offer letter carefully 

and read the terms of the offer thoroughly. To accept the offer, 

return a signed copy of all pages of the Acceptance Contract 

and Refund Policy. 

Fee payment 
When returning the signed Acceptance Contract and Refund 

Policy, you must also attach proof of first payment which 

includes the Overseas Student Health Cover, or provide a 

financial guarantee letter if you are a sponsored student. 

Electronic Confirmation of Enrolment 
Once proof of payment or a financial guarantee letter is 

received along with the Acceptance Contract and Refund 

Policy, an Electronic Confirmation of Enrolment (eCOE) will 

be sent to you and/or your representative. This is required 

to obtain a student visa. To apply for a student visa, visit the 

Department of Home Affair’s website:
homeaffairs.gov.au/trav/visa/appl/student

Step 3 

Application outcome
The whole assessment process typically takes four to six 
weeks to complete. Once finalised, you will receive  
an outcome letter. 

Incomplete applications and those requiring further 

clarification will take longer. To ensure the fastest response 

time, please follow the application instructions carefully. 

Offer letter 
If you meet all admission requirements and the University  

is in a position to offer you a place, you will be issued with  

an unconditional offer and an Acceptance of Offer contract.

Conditional and packaged offers
A conditional offer or an English packaged offer may be issued 

to an applicant who: 
• has not yet met the English language requirements 
• must provide further academic documentation, or 
• must provide other documentation for enrolment. 
 
Please note that your offer letter includes pre-departure 
information to help you prepare for your move to Perth.  
For more information visit: student.uwa.edu.au/
international/newstudents

 
 
 

Scholarships 

UWA offers a range of scholarships to international students 
for postgraduate research degrees, including: 
• Australian Government International Research Training 

Program (RTP) Scholarships (tuition, Overseas Student 
Health Cover (OSHC) , stipend of AUD29,000 per annum)

• Australia Awards - Endeavour Postgraduate Scholarships 
(tuition, OSHC, stipend of AUD30,000 per annum, travel/
establishment allowances)

• UWA China Scholarships (tuition, OSHC, CSC stipend of  
AUD20,400 per annum, return airfares to Australia)

• Forrest Research Foundation Scholarships (tuition, 
OSHC, stipend of over AUD27,000 per annum, research 
and travel allowance of AUD13,000, and accommodation 
at Forrest Hall)

• Dean’s Excellence in Science PhD Scholarships (tuition, 
OSHC, stipend of AUD40,000 per annum, travel allowance 
of AUD5,000 per annum, research allowance of AUD5,000 
per annum)

• Dean’s Excellence in Arts, Business, Law or Education 
PhD Scholarships (tuition, OSHC, stipend of AUD33,000 
per annum)

• English Language Bridging Scholarship ((10 x weeks’ 
English tuition at UWA’s Centre for English Language 
Teaching/CELT, stipend of AUD450 per week for up to 12 x 
weeks, with IELTS 6.0 overall and min. 5.5 in each band)

For further information on research scholarships available 
for international students please go to: scholarships.uwa.
edu.au/futurestudents/postgrad/international or email 
internationalscholarships@uwa.edu.au

Fees

For information on tuition fees, please go to fees.uwa.edu.au
 
Eligibility for Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
Students must provide evidence of adequate research 
preparation prior to being accepted into the course.
The University will then determine whether  appropriate 
supervision and resourcing are available. 

English Language requirements

IELTS equivalent of 6.5 (min. of 6.0 in each band)

For further eligibility requirements, visit study.uwa.edu.au/
courses/doctor-of-philosophy#admission-requirements

Important information

Arts, Business, Law and 
Education 

The Faculty of Arts, Business, Law 
and Education brings together 
disciplines aiming to understand and 
enhance human societies, cultures 
and institutions. The Faculty contains 
world-leading expertise across 
a number of fields of academic 
scholarship, including business, 
design, education, humanities, law, 
music and the social sciences.

It comprises seven schools that 
provide for disciplinary coherence and 
capitalise on emerging and existing 
cross-disciplinary opportunities 
in teaching, research and external 
engagement:
• Business School

• Graduate School of Education

• Law School

• School of Design

• School of Humanities

• Conservatorium of Music

• School of Social Sciences

able.uwa.edu.au/research 
 
Research enquiries: 

hdr-fable@uwa.edu.au

Faculty research areas
Engineering and 
Mathematical Sciences

The Faculty of Engineering and 
Mathematical Sciences attracts 
and supports talented teaching and 
research staff who are committed 
to innovating in their field. Well-
established links between the Faculty 
and industry mean our graduates enjoy 
excellent career prospects.

The Faculty has three key 
research themes: 
• Engineering for Remote Operations

• Science of Discovery

• Technologies for Better Health

 
Renowned as a leader in high-impact

research, with a focus on areas such as 

robotics and automation, oil and 
gas engineering, bioengineering, 
sustainable energy systems, pure 
maths and gravitational waves, the 
Faculty’s research

teams benefit from global 
collaborations 

and attract significant grants from the

nation’s peak research funding body, 
the Australian Research Council (ARC). 

ecm.uwa.edu.au/research 
 
Research enquiries: 
hdr-ems@uwa.edu.au

The application process

“UWA has been the best experience to help 
improve my English and research skills, and my life. 
As for any PhD student I have experienced ups and 
downs, however, I have been lucky to always find 
the support of my supervisors, UWA friends and the 
UWA postgraduate team. In my PhD life I interact 
with different cultures, religions and experiences, 
opening my mind to other levels that I could never 
have imagined.”
Victoria Francisca Figueroa Bustos, from Chile 
PhD candidate: The physiology and productivity of wheat genotypes; 
Bachelor in Agricultural Engineering, Master in Crop Production
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English tuition at UWA’s Centre for English Language 
Teaching/CELT, stipend of AUD450 per week for up to 12 x 
weeks, with IELTS 6.0 overall and min. 5.5 in each band)

For further information on research scholarships available 
for international students please go to: scholarships.uwa.
edu.au/futurestudents/postgrad/international or email 
internationalscholarships@uwa.edu.au

Fees

For information on tuition fees, please go to fees.uwa.edu.au
 
Eligibility for Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
Students must provide evidence of adequate research 
preparation prior to being accepted into the course.
The University will then determine whether  appropriate 
supervision and resourcing are available. 

English Language requirements

IELTS equivalent of 6.5 (min. of 6.0 in each band)

For further eligibility requirements, visit study.uwa.edu.au/
courses/doctor-of-philosophy#admission-requirements

Important information

Arts, Business, Law and 
Education 

The Faculty of Arts, Business, Law 
and Education brings together 
disciplines aiming to understand and 
enhance human societies, cultures 
and institutions. The Faculty contains 
world-leading expertise across 
a number of fields of academic 
scholarship, including business, 
design, education, humanities, law, 
music and the social sciences.

It comprises seven schools that 
provide for disciplinary coherence and 
capitalise on emerging and existing 
cross-disciplinary opportunities 
in teaching, research and external 
engagement:
• Business School

• Graduate School of Education

• Law School

• School of Design

• School of Humanities

• Conservatorium of Music

• School of Social Sciences

able.uwa.edu.au/research 
 
Research enquiries: 

hdr-fable@uwa.edu.au

Faculty research areas
Engineering and 
Mathematical Sciences

The Faculty of Engineering and 
Mathematical Sciences attracts 
and supports talented teaching and 
research staff who are committed 
to innovating in their field. Well-
established links between the Faculty 
and industry mean our graduates enjoy 
excellent career prospects.

The Faculty has three key 
research themes: 
• Engineering for Remote Operations

• Science of Discovery

• Technologies for Better Health

 
Renowned as a leader in high-impact

research, with a focus on areas such as 

robotics and automation, oil and 
gas engineering, bioengineering, 
sustainable energy systems, pure 
maths and gravitational waves, the 
Faculty’s research

teams benefit from global 
collaborations 

and attract significant grants from the

nation’s peak research funding body, 
the Australian Research Council (ARC). 

ecm.uwa.edu.au/research 
 
Research enquiries: 
hdr-ems@uwa.edu.au

The application process

“UWA has been the best experience to help 
improve my English and research skills, and my life. 
As for any PhD student I have experienced ups and 
downs, however, I have been lucky to always find 
the support of my supervisors, UWA friends and the 
UWA postgraduate team. In my PhD life I interact 
with different cultures, religions and experiences, 
opening my mind to other levels that I could never 
have imagined.”
Victoria Francisca Figueroa Bustos, from Chile 
PhD candidate: The physiology and productivity of wheat genotypes; 
Bachelor in Agricultural Engineering, Master in Crop Production



Welcome from the Deputy  
Vice-Chancellor (Research), 
Professor Robyn Owens

UWA researchers are globally prominent in a wide variety of 

research fields, including: 

• Biological Sciences 

• Agricultural Sciences 

• Marine/Ocean Engineering and 

• Environmental Science and Engineering.  

Home to two Nobel Prize for Medicine Laureates—Professors 

Barry Marshall and Robin Warren, the University also hosts 

seven of the world’s Highly Cited researchers and more than 

60 academics across all of Australia’s learned academies. Our 

Humanities and Social Science programs have fostered a Prime 

Minister and State Premiers, as well as many other leaders in 

Australian society and leaders in many other countries. 

The University has a number of cross-disciplinary strategic 

research areas: 
• Designing Our Future 
• A Just And Cultured World 
• Healthy Futures 
• Sustainable Environment 
• Data - Intensive Discovery 

UWA actively collaborates with other research institutions 

across a broad spectrum of research opportunities, from radio 

astronomy and supercomputing (playing an integral role in the 

Square Kilometre Array), offshore engineering, natural gas 

management, geo-sequestration and marine science, through 

to collaborations in plant genetics and breeding, rock art, 

biological arts, work design, health data linkage and the 

translation of health research outcomes. 

These areas, many of which are complementary and allow for 

multidisciplinary interaction, have been prioritised to ensure  

our researchers are, in collaboration with their colleagues 

locally, nationally and internationally, searching for solutions to 

the key issues the world faces. 
 
research.uwa.edu.au/research-strengths

UWA’s research strengths

“The University of Western Australia has proven that our research 

and researchers are relevant, impactful, successful and world-

leading. In 2017 UWA improved its position across all five 

monitored international rankings, with a top 100 place in the  

QS (93), USN&W (88) and ARWU (91). Our staff and research 

students continue to win national and international awards for 

their outstanding contribution to knowledge. They strive for 

excellence in all areas and use their strengths for the betterment 

of the world”

Applying for Higher Degrees  
by Research
For International Students

CRICOS Provider Code: 00126G DCS 195526253

Future Students

The University of Western Australia
M303, Perth WA 6009 Australia
Domestic Tel: 131 892 (131 UWA)
International Tel: +61 8 6488 1000 
Email: international@uwa.edu.au
study.uwa.edu.au

TOP 
50

Ranked in 
the world’s 

5 stars+ for research, teaching,  
internationalisation, specialist 
criteria, employability, facilities, 
innovation and inclusiveness  
(QS Stars University Ratings) 

Ranked in the 
world’s Top 100

in Western Australia  
(ARWU 2017)

and 1st 

Internationally  
recognised

2nd 
in Australia 

for graduate 
starting salary  
(Good Universities Guide 2017)

Australia’s most  
affordable capital city
(Worldwide Cost of Living Survey 2017, Economist Intelligence Unit)

• Agriculture and Forestry
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Civil and Structural Engineering
• Earth and Marine Sciences
• Performing Arts
• Psychology
• Mineral and Mining Engineering

(QS 2017)

Free school tuition for 
children of Masters & 
PhD students*

*  Some schools have limited places and other modest fees apply.  
For more information visit study.uwa.edu.au/free-schooling
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