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The other day when I was 
picked up by a taxi in front of 
the University, the driver asked 
me whether I worked at UWA 
and what I did. However, he 
framed the question in an 
interesting way, asking me, 
was I an academic?

My answer was “no”, 
which created a look of 
disappointment on his face. 

I went on to explain my role, including responsibility for this 
publication and the importance of the University telling the world 
what it is doing, why it is doing it, and why it matters.

His reaction stayed with me for most of the day and not 
because he didn’t seem to understand what a Director of 
Government and Corporate Communications does (few do!). 
Instead it was a reminder of the value and esteem that members 
of the public place on our academic leaders to shape the future 
through teaching and research.

They look to our academics and students to solve the 
problems of today in order to make tomorrow better. This is a 
heavy responsibility, and at a time when your university is looking 
to attract new academic leaders from around the world, it’s 
pleasing there are many who are willing to step up to the challenge.

I hope you enjoy this edition of Uniview and don’t forget to keep 
communicating with us via letters and email.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) 
Professor Robyn Owens and Student Life 
Director Christopher Massey unveiling the 
commemorative panels at University 
Hall as part of the Hall’s 70th 
birthday celebrations.

Meet the people helping impoverished 
communities 
transform waste 
products into new 
materials.

So much has changed 
since opening the 
doors in 1964.

14MATERIAL 
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A possessive approach 

Please check the convention for writing 
1900s. Unless it is possessive (e.g. the 
1900’s house) there is no need for an 
apostrophe before the ‘s’. So, ‘...in the 
early 1900s’ and ‘...full circle to the 1890s’. 
There is no reason to put an apostrophe 
before the ‘s’ unless it is possessive. 

As Uniview is a university publication, 
I think this is worth correcting in future. 

ANONYMOUS

Dear Anonymous, thanks for the feedback 
which we always welcome at Uniview. 
We will try to remain unpossessive about 
our apostrophes. Ed

Spring Uniview 

David/Liz
Much better! Well done.

Layout, pagination, page-
descriptors etc. Beautiful.

Only one problem – oppressively 
faint typeface. Very difficult for us 
with ageing eyesight.

JOHN TURNER (BE 1960)

Thanks John, we are continually 
making changes to improve Uniview 
and have taken your feedback on 
board. And we love compliments. Ed

Law leaders 

UWA law graduate Amanda Forrester 
SC is Western Australia’s first female 
Director of Public Prosecutions.

Ms Forrester completed her law 
degree at UWA in 1994 and was admitted 
into practice in 1996 after completing her 
articles at Jackson McDonald.

She had been acting head of the 
WA DPP for several months before her 
promotion, following her predecessor 
Joe McGrath’s appointment as a judge 
in the Supreme Court.

Ms Forrester becomes the only 
serving female DPP in Australia and the 
third in the country’s history.

It follows the appointment 
of UWA law graduate John 
Quigley SC as the State’s 
Attorney-General in March.

From left: WA’s new 
Director of Public 
Prosecutions Amanda 
Forrester with Attorney 
General John Quigley 
and WA Governor the Hon 
Dr Kerry Sanderson, AC

When I read then Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Paul Johnson’s column on 
the Power of Education (Uniview, Winter 
2016) it brought to mind a visit to St 
Jude’s in Tanzania, jocularly named for 
the patron saint of hopeless causes.

Founded by Australian backpacker 
Gemma Sisia in 2002 with a $10 Rotary 
Club donation, St Jude’s began as a 
classroom with just three students, 
built on a donated former maize 
field on the outskirts of Arusha in 
northern Tanzania.

Today, 1900 students from Years 
1-12 enjoy first-world teaching and 
educational facilities, with many ranked 
the highest achievers in Tanzania.

Recess time at St Jude’s 

They also give back in community 
service, spending half their gap year 
assisting at St Jude’s and half teaching 
in government schools.

By providing high-quality education 
to the ‘brightest of the poorest’, St Jude’s 
catapults a generation out of poverty. 
The school also provides a stream 
of much-needed, highly skilled 
professionals and contributes to 
Tanzania’s economy and society. And 
all without being beholden to the 
tribal and political elites that so often 
constrain Africa. 

TIM DAWE (MIR 1988) 
Former Deputy Warden Convocation

Fighting poverty through education 

If, as you read through Uniview, you find a story that you particularly enjoy or one 
that sparks a thought, question or comment, we encourage you to get in touch with us 
at uniview@uwa.edu.au 

We will publish a selection of feedback in our Letters section each edition.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Terry Larder has been welcoming staff, students and the general community to 
UWA for 28 years.

After almost three decades of service, he decided to call it a day, inadvertently 
picking one of the hottest days on record to conduct his final circuit around campus.

A last staff tour and unveiling of a commemorative bench in the Tropical Grove 
celebrated not only his long love affair with UWA but also the team of graduate 
volunteers at the Visitor Centre for their service over the past 18 years.

“Time is more than two hands on a clock,” Terry says. “It allows us to store many 
memories and, like the board game Snakes and Ladders, my reflections are mostly 

‘up’ moments.”
All is not lost however. Terry will still be seen on campus as a volunteer.

The ‘Oracle’ calls it a day with final tour

A world of possibilities 
with Research Week

Don’t miss UWA Research Week this 
year to see how 21st century research is 
driving new possibilities.

“This will be a great opportunity for 
people to come and see the sorts of 
problems we are working on and the 
connections we have with international 
researchers, and to learn about the 
cutting-edge facilities we have here,” 
says UWA’s Office of Research Enterprise 
Director, Dr Campbell Thomson.

“You’ll be able to participate in a wide 
range of free activities including public 
lectures, seminars, tours, workshops and 
exhibitions and be inspired by some of 
UWA’s leading and emerging researchers.

“We invite members of the community, 
researchers, industry professionals and 
our alumni to come along.”

Visit UWA from 4–8 September for 
UWA Research Week.

2016 Annual Report 
available online 

UWA’s Annual Report is available online in 
an easy-to-read and easily downloadable 
format at annualreport.uwa.edu.au

Visitor Centre volunteers, 1998–2016
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The University Dramatic Society is also 
celebrating a birthday, turning 100 
this year. The centenary committee 
is planning a year-long series of 
celebrations starting in August, 
involving performers from across 
the years.

Other birthdays include UWA’s 
Winthrop Singers, turning 10, and the 
UWA Fencing Club, which reaches 70 
years of age.

And not to be forgotten, the UWA 
Choral Society turned 85 and University 
(Uni) Hall reached 70 years at the end of 
last year.

The UniHall event saw alumni from 
all eras gather to witness the unveiling 
of a bank of commemorative panels at 
the front of the building.

Revival of forgotten Italian composer 

It’s happy 90th birthday for UWA’s Law 
School this year, making it the oldest 
law school in WA and the fifth oldest 
in Australia.

Law School head, Associate 
Professor Natalie Skead, said the first 
Chair of the School, Professor Frank 
Beasley, quickly developed a close 
relationship with local practitioners and 
judges who then assisted with teaching 
at the fledgling school.

“It’s a close association that 
continues today, ensuring our students 
have the opportunity to engage with 
experts and leaders in all areas of law,” 
says Associate Professor Skead.

“As we embark on a new chapter 
in our long and proud history we’re 
making plans for year-long celebrations.”

A year of birthdays, cause for celebration

A master’s student from the UWA 
School of Music has uncovered new 
analytical intricacies of long-forgotten 
early works by 19th century Italian 
composer Gian Francesco Malipiero. 

Philip Shields applied for a UWA 
Study Abroad program that funded a 
research field trip to Italy during 2014 
and 2015.

He spent hours transcribing 
manuscripts found in the basement of 
Malipiero’s home in the 1990s. 

“This was a rare find and when I first 
encountered his work through lectures 
by David Symons at UWA, I knew it was 
right for my thesis.”

Malipiero was modern, Italian and 
little-known,” Philip says.

“His music made important 
contributions to symphonic concert 
repertoire, representing a fusion of 
modern techniques with stylistic 
qualities of early Italian music.

 “Through the reappraisal 
stimulated by the research I presented 
to Italian and Australian musicologists, 
there is now a fresh and widespread 
appreciation of his work. My aim is to 
have it performed more often on an 
international concert platform.” 

In November last year Philip 
was invited to share his research on 
Malipiero’s compositions at the Lucca 
International Conference, Italy and the 
2016 Conference of the Musicological 
Society of Australia, Adelaide. 

Right: UWA graduate 
Ailsa Fitzpatrick (née 
Hudson), who in 1946 
was among the first group 
of women to live at UniHall 
(then known as the Women’s 
Hostel), attended the 70th celebrations 
in November with daughter Robin WhiteM
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Philip Shields hard at work transcribing 
manuscripts from the Italian composer
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A recent three-day alumni pursuits 
learning excursion led by UWA 
researchers and Noongar elders has 
taken graduates through WA’s Great 
Southern Region, one of the world’s 
most significant biodiversity hotspots.

UWA’s Associate Director of 
Alumni and Community Relations, 
Brenda Tournier, says it is a new 
series of unique learning experiences 

“designed to offer graduates exclusive 
connections to people, knowledge, 
places and issues that matter to them”.

“The rock faces, unique species of 
plants and animals and ocean inlets 
offer endless opportunities to explore 
this region,” says Ms Tournier. “It is 
home to thousands of endemic animal 
and plant species.”

Professor Stephen Hopper, UWA 
Chair in Biodiversity based at UWA’s 
Albany campus, integrated plant and 
animal science into the on-country 
portion of the journey.

Elder and Aboriginal Learning and 
Community Liaison at the WA Museum, 
Vernice Gillies, brought Indigenous culture, 
history and land stewardship practice to 
life (starting with a tiny rescue joey she 
had no choice but to bring along). 

Rare background on areas like 
Stony Hill (pictured), the highest point 
in Torndirrup National Park, south of 
Albany, was a highlight.

“This is a significant ‘men’s place’ in 
Aboriginal culture because it has a 
360-degree view and in the past would 
allow people to see across the ocean 
and the land, including smoke from 
camp sites across the land,” says Vernice.

Former WA Deputy Premier and 
Opposition Leader Ian Taylor and wife 
Sandy were among the participants, 50 
years after their first meeting on UWA’s 
Crawley campus.

“We saw some spectacular scenery, 
learnt so very much and I had time 
to research some history on my 
great-great grandfather, who was the 
first Mayor of Albany,” Sandy says. 
Searching for the carnivorous pitcher 
plant with Professor Hopper was one of 
the highlights, she added. 

The next alumni pursuits tour, 
Hidden wonders of land and sky, will 
head north from 8–10 September. 
Contact alumnirelations@uwa.edu.au 
for details.

Great Southern experience part of lifelong 
journey of learning for alumni

HONORARY DOCTORATES 
AUTUMN GRADUATION

UWA’s graduation ceremonies were 
held in March, with several honorary 
degrees bestowed.

Pro-Chancellor, Dr Penelope Flett, AO, 
awarded an Honorary Degree of Doctor 
of Engineering to Managing Director of 
Ertech Holdings, Dr James Giumelli (1). 

Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney AO 
was kept busy, presenting an Honorary 
Degree of Doctor of Medicine to 
public health expert Professor Bruce 
Armstrong (2) and Honorary Degrees of 
Doctor of Letters to Mecca Cosmetica 
founder Dr Joanna Horgan (3) and 
Dr Alec Coles OBE (4).

The tour group atop Stony Hill

1

2

3

4
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Professor Paul Ichim tests the augmented 
reality glasses

TEDxUWA sparks mania
Mention the first TEDxUWA conference 
that gripped audiences last November 
and the 100 lucky people who attended 
will describe it as “inspiring, liberating 
and motivating”. 

TEDxUWA is the brainchild of UWA 
Bachelor of Science student Thea 
Kurniawan who was involved in a 
similar platform while on exchange at 
Tsinghua University in Beijing. Thea is 
eager to pursue the establishment of 
this annual event at UWA.

“When I came back to UWA I noticed 
there was an opportunity here to do a 
similar thing and within three months 
more than 450 people from around 
Australia agreed,” Thea says. 

“The platform invites students, staff 
and community members to share their 
amazing creativity and ingenuity.”

TEDxUWA shares short, powerful 
talks on topics of interest to make great 
ideas accessible, spark conversation 
globally and ultimately change 
attitudes, lives and the world. 

“Our 2016 conference theme, 
Changing Perceptions, aimed to help 
people think differently about student 

innovation and the power of ideas and 
thought,” Thea says.

“Tickets sold out in a week and we 
received over 80 submissions from 
speakers and performers who wanted 
to contribute. 

“We had humble beginnings but 
were blown away by the response, 
with over 6000 people attempting to 
purchase tickets.

“To keep costs down we partnered 
with UWA-based and student-based 
organisations such as The Harry Perkins 
Institute, The UWA Photography Club, 
UWA Student Guild and ALVA Hub 
and we invented merchandise on a 
limited budget.” 

This year organisers are seeking 
expressions of interest from sponsors 
to help make the not-for-profit, 
student-led TEDxUWA 2017 even bigger 
and better, to satisfy overwhelming 
demand from audiences. 

You can help to make this exciting 
event available to a larger audience 
by sponsoring the team – contact 
tedxuwa@gmail.com or visit facebook.
com/TEDxUWA for more information.

Most people would be in favour of 
helping make their dentist’s life a little 
easier, in a bid to lessen their time in 
the dreaded dentist’s chair.

UWA’s School of Dentistry, in 
collaboration with the School of 
Electrical, Electronic and Computer 
Engineering, looks to have done just that, 
developing a prototype of augmented 
reality glasses that give dentists a view of 
information like patient data and X-rays 
right in front of their eyes.

Professor Paul Ichim from the School 
of Dentistry says the glasses allow 
wearers to see the normal environment 
but also display additional information or 
highlight certain areas in the field of view.

“Just imagine a typical clinical session 
when you can visualise, scroll through 
and magnify the patient’s radiographs 
or clinical images and notes without 
needing to look at a computer screen,” 
he says.

Professor Thomas Bräunl 
and Marcus Pham from Electrical 
Engineering also stress the tool’s value 
in education, as students can improve 
their learning of manual skills through 
direct feedback of the drill’s orientation 
during a procedure. 

Together, team ‘Dental-AR’ has 
developed a working prototype that 
is currently being tested with dental 
students. The team has been selected 

Say “ahhh...”
as one of only 10 innovation teams 
nationally to take part in CSIRO’s ON 
Accelerate Program for start-ups.

Marcus Leong kicks off TEDxUWA 2016 in front of a packed crowd
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PROFESSOR DAWN FRESHWATER 
VICE-CHANCELLOR

Eighty-five per cent of Australia’s 
population lives within 50km 
of the coast. For Western 

Australians the 21,000km coastline, 
stretching from the tropical waters 
of the Kimberley to the temperate 
waters off the south coast, provides 
an important opportunity to diversify 
our economy.

As the third-largest of the world’s 
five oceans, the Indian Ocean is one of 
the least explored marine environments. 
Evidence shows this colossal body 
of water contains a large proportion 
of the world’s biodiversity as well as 
significant non-living resources.

With the slowing mining sector, 
research into the management, 
sustainability and conservation of our 
marine resources is essential to support 
Western Australia’s economic growth 
and I am proud UWA is leading the way 
in this field. 

We’re privileged to house the largest 
marine research facility in the Indian Ocean 
rim, the state-of-the-art Indian Ocean 
Marine Research Centre, which draws on 
the expertise of more than 300 researchers 
and partners from UWA, CSIRO, the 
Australian Institute of Marine Science and 
the WA Department of Fisheries. 

Their research, some of which you 
will read about in this edition, will cover 
such important topics as climate change, 
the sustainable use of marine resources, 
conserving marine biodiversity, coastal zone 
management, and security and safety.

At the same time we’re forging 
partnerships with other world leaders 
in oceans and marine-research space 
to provide ocean-based solutions 
to the pressing needs of WA and the 
international community.

This is a perfect example of work 
that aligns with our mission to provide 
world-class education, research 
and community engagement for the 
advancement, prosperity and welfare of 
the people.

To assist us in this mission I recently 
put forward four priorities for us, as a 
University, to progress in 2017. 

These are to enhance the experience 
of our students both inside and outside 
the classroom, to drive excellence 
in valued research, to enhance our 
external relationships and reputation 
with our communities and to ensure 
our sustainability.

These priorities support the four 
attributes shown below that state how 
we want to be known and what we want 
to be known for. This is my ambition for 
our University.

Nationally and globally, our ability 
to stay true to these attributes and drive 
our priorities while continuing to provide 
world-class education, teaching and 
research will help achieve our vision of 
becoming one of the world’s top 50 global 
universities by 2050.

For more information on the Vice-
Chancellor’s priorities please see:  
uwa.edu.au/university/executive/vice-
chancellor

FROM THE  
VICE-CHANCELLERY

Institute  
of Tomorrow

Relevance  
and Quality

Distinctiveness 
 and Excellence Positive Impact

I’m delighted to be writing my first Uniview column as 
Vice-Chancellor at a time when the Blue Economy has 
never been more relevant.

FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLERY
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After findings in recent years observed the largest sharks now 
are smaller than those recorded a decade ago, research into the 
whereabouts of the world’s biggest whale sharks has become just one 
of the many areas of study at UWA’s Oceans Institute.

8   |   Uniview
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I
t’s the world’s third largest ocean, 
covering 20 per cent of the Earth’s 
surface. The Indian Ocean is also 

one of the least explored marine 
environments in the world.

In Western Australia, where more 
than 80 per cent of us hug the Indian 
Ocean coastline, many critical aspects 
of our lives depend upon its often 
temperate waters, including transport, 
food, energy, recreation and the 
multitude of industries related to them.

A 2015 report by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit argues that oceans are 
likely to become an economic force this 
century, driven by new technologies 
that make it feasible to tap ocean 
resources in the search for food security 
and alternative sources of minerals 
and energy.

This has led to the Blue Economy 
agenda in Australia and many links to 
our Indian Ocean regional neighbours.

It’s this agenda which is occupying 
some of the brightest minds at UWA 
including researchers across various 
disciplines who are considering how to 
best seize opportunities from the seas 
to meet the needs of a fast-growing 
and hungry world.

Based in a state with one third 
of Australia’s coastline and on the 
rim of the Indian Ocean, UWA Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor (Research) Professor 
Robyn Owens says it’s no surprise the 
UWA Oceans Institute is recognised 
for its cutting-edge work across many 
facets of marine research, all of which 
contribute to the Blue Economy.

“Our Institute is recognised 
nationally and internationally for 
the role it plays in Australia’s marine 
science and engineering, providing 
outstanding impact in oceanography, 
geotechnical engineering, marine 
environment conservation, 

An Ocean of  
Possibilities

With the most ambitious multi-disciplinary marine 
partnership in the southern hemisphere opening its 

doors at UWA, Liz McGrath asks how marine research can 
help meet the Blue Economy agenda and the needs of a 

rapidly increasing global population.

Uniview  The University of Western Australia   |   9

FEATURE



UWA’s capability has recently been 
further boosted by two state-of-the-art, 
multimillion-dollar facilities purpose-
built to house the Indian Ocean Marine 
Research Centre (IOMRC) partnership. 
One is at the University’s Crawley 
campus, the other on the ocean front at 
Watermans Bay.

Heralded as the most ambitious 
multi-disciplinary marine partnership 
in the southern hemisphere, IOMRC 
brings the Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO), the Australian Institute of 
Marine Science (AIMS), WA Department 
of Fisheries and UWA researchers and 
infrastructure together under one roof 
for the first time in history. 

As part of this, the UWA Oceans 
Institute is working alongside a growing 
list of partners including industry, 
government, non-governmental 
organisations and research institutions 
in Australia and across the globe. 

and understanding our marine 
megafauna,” she says.

“Our contributions to Australia’s 
marine data, through the leadership of 
the nation’s glider and radar capabilities, 
are also essential to our national 
infrastructure capabilities.”

The Institute’s recently appointed 
Director, Professor Erika Techera, says 
while the ocean is a vital source of key 
resources, it’s the capacity to deliver 
them in a safe and sustainable manner 
that will define success.

“There’s no simple solution to the 
issues facing the marine environment. 
All disciplines have to play a role 
including natural and social sciences, 
engineering, business and humanities. 
The strength of our Oceans Institute lies 
in its ability to call upon its breadth and 
depth of marine expertise.” 

While core disciplines are 
marine biology and ecology, 
physical oceanography and ocean 
engineering, Professor Techera says 
the Institute also reaches into the 
social sciences, particularly through 
marine environmental law, resource 
economics, commerce, history and 
maritime archaeology. 

A joint research program with 
the Oceans College at Zhejiang 
University, one of China’s leading 
universities, extends from ocean 
engineering and marine sciences 
to marine governance and 
resource economics. 

Partnerships have also been 
fostered with the University of 
Seychelles Blue Economy Research 
Institute, the University of Mauritius 
and the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution (WHOI) in Massachusetts, 
US, considered one of the world’s 
leading non-profit oceanographic 
research organisations.

Professor Robyn Owens says 
industry was also engaged, with 
the IOMRC housing progressing the 
Woodside FutureLab Oceanworks 
research and innovation space.

“The new IOMRC partnership is 
incredibly relevant for our region,” 
Professor Owens says. “It’s like NASA 

“There’s no simple solution to the issues facing the marine 
environment. All disciplines have to play a role including natural 
and social sciences, engineering, business and humanities.” 

PROFESSOR ERIKA TECHERA

In a paper published with the UWA Law School’s Dr Jade 
Lindley, Professor Erika Techera argues the Indian Ocean’s 
vastness provides ample opportunity to investigate 
maritime crimes.

“Maritime criminals operating in this region commit illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing; commit piracy; 
traffic in drugs; and smuggle people into forced and free 
labour,” she says. “Official corruption and lax legal frameworks 
enable criminals to undermine regulatory control.

“Illegal fishing facilitated by forced labour is a 
multifaceted problem. Aided by weak governance and, in 
most cases, corruption, it damages fishing stocks and 
breaches basic human rights on many levels. It involves 
workers who have no choices, no means of escape and 

must work under extreme conditions for little or no pay; this 
essentially amounts to slavery.”

The research found maritime piracy has always had a 
presence in the Southeast Asia region, with Indonesian 
piracy surging following 2011 when naval vessels operating 
under the European Union and North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation coalitions increased their presence off the 
Horn of Africa to deter Somali pirates.

“Australia is a major stakeholder in affairs of the Indian 
Ocean including its security and stability,” Professor 
Techera says. “With significant inshore and offshore marine 
areas and, as the most developed country in the region, we 
have a responsibility to enhance governance of resources, 
people and industries.”

The Problem with Piracy
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in there (the $62 million, six-storey 
Crawley facility), with high-tech 
labs designed for biogeochemistry, 
hydrodynamics, oceanography, 
computer modelling and a wide variety 
of marine science and innovation. 

“It houses the largest centrifuge 
in the southern hemisphere, which 
at 26 tonnes had to be lowered into 
the building by crane after arriving 
from France last year.” (Ten metres in 
diameter, the centrifuge is capable of 
spinning 2400kg of soil at 100 gravitons 
and three revolutions per second.)

Deputy Director of the Oceans 
Institute, Professor Shaun Collin, a world 
leader in comparative neurobiology 
and vision, says the innovative 
co-working space is the perfect catalyst 
for marine research collaboration.

“Through IOMRC, we can go 
outside the traditional boundaries 
of marine research to solve complex 
problems and influence government 
policy and industry practice,” he says. 

“Such knowledge will help protect 
the future for Western Australia 
and beyond, environmentally, 
economically and socially.”

Indian Ocean Marine Research Centre, Crawley PHOTO: Joel Barbitta, D-Max Photography

One of the UWA Ocean Institute’s 
best known scientists is Professor 
Charitha (Chari) Pattiaratchi, a coastal 
oceanography expert whose ocean-
current modelling has been used to 
help in the search for missing Malaysia 
Airlines plane MH370.

His expertise helped guide 
initial search efforts and he more 
recently conducted ocean-current 
simulations using the powerful Pawsey 
Supercomputer in Kensington.

Professor Pattiaratchi has particular 
interest in ocean-observation systems 
using ocean gliders, and is facility 
leader of the Australian National Facility 
for Ocean Gliders (ANFOG).

The remotely controlled 
autonomous underwater gliders are 
designed to collect oceanographic 
data from water depths up to 1000m. 

MEET ONE OF OUR RESEARCHERS: 

“These are relatively cheap and 
reusable making them a cost-
effective method for collecting repeat 
subsurface ocean observations and 
they also allow for the acquisition 
of data under inclement weather 
conditions,” he says.

“They’re equipped with a variety 
of sensors and are designed to deliver 
ocean profile data to characterise 
and identify ocean processes and the 
changes in ocean properties such as 
temperature and salinity at seasonal 
and inter-annual timescales.

“With advancing technology, there 
are new opportunities for monitoring 
the physical ocean and activities 
within it. Emerging technologies 
could be used not only to safeguard 
the marine environment but also for 
law enforcement.” 

Professor Chari Pattiaratchi

Professor Chari Pattiaratchi with one of the ocean gliders housed at UWA’s Oceans Institute
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One of the big issues being addressed 
by researchers at the Oceans Institute 
is what should be done with disused 
offshore oil and gas infrastructure.

“The global offshore oil and gas 
industry has installed a wide variety 
of infrastructure throughout our 
oceans, including tens of thousands 
of wells, thousands of platforms 
and many thousands of kilometres 
of seabed pipelines,” says UWA’s 
Professor of Offshore Geomechanics, 
Susan Gourvenec.

“Many offshore projects in the 
region have reached or are approaching 
retirement. In Southeast Asia for example, 
almost half of the region’s 1700 offshore 
installations are more than 20 years of 
age and approaching retirement.

“After decommissioning and cleaning 
a platform, seabed structure or pipeline, 
operators are faced with a choice: 
dismantle and remove it completely; 
leave it in place; or remove some and 
leave the rest behind.

TO REEFS
From Rigs

“The choice depends largely on what 
is technically feasible, as well as what 
is desirable from an environmental, 
economic and societal perspective, 
and of course what is legally allowed.”

Professor Gourvenec says many 
offshore oil and gas structures act as 
artificial reefs, providing breeding sites 
for fisheries. “Removing infrastructure 
would harm these ecosystems,” she says. 

“The US has established a ‘rigs to 
reefs’ program with more than 400 
decommissioned rigs converted to 
permanent reefs since 1986.

“Leaving disused infrastructure in the 
ocean raises the critical question of who 
bears ultimate responsibility for it – the 
original owner or the government?”

Australia’s offshore oil and gas 
industry is less mature than those in 
Europe and the United States, with 
the fate of decommissioned offshore 
infrastructure still an emerging issue.

“Current regulations favour complete 
removal but the National Offshore 

Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority is exploring 
the possibility of supporting an in situ 
decommissioning policy,” Professor 
Gourvenec says.

“The lack of any established practice 
gives Australia a unique chance to show 
innovative leadership on this issue.

“Developing a local ‘rigs to 
reefs’ policy would require input 
from engineers, natural scientists, 
environmental managers, oil and gas 
economists, lawyers and others, to work 
out exactly what is possible.”

Oceans Institute PhD candidate Renee Gruber during a research expedition at Tallon Island in 
the Kimberley, WA

UWA’s 2017 In the Zone conference will 
also focus on maritime issues this year, 
with the theme The Blue Zone.

Established in 2009 as a strategic 
forum for business leaders, policymakers 
and researchers, the annual summit has 
attracted more than 5000 participants 
from the Indo-Pacific to Perth.

“The future of the Indo-Pacific region 
is unfolding against a maritime backdrop 
and the maritime realm will continue 
to shape our politics, technology and 
livelihoods hence our focus on the Blue 
Zone,” says Perth USAsia Centre CEO, 
Professor Gordon Flake.

“The contemporary issues, challenges 
and opportunities that face our collective 
nations have to be tackled together to have 
the best chance of success, which is why 
we’ll be looking at resources, security and 
environmental issues in marine area.”

2017 In the Zone: The Blue Zone will be 
held on 2 October at Beaumonde on the 
Point in Perth. For more information see: 
perthusasia.edu.au/itz-2017

In the Zone
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By the year 2050, the world’s population 
is expected to top nine billion. To feed 
all of these extra mouths, the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the United 
Nations has estimated food production 
needs to increase by 70 per cent.

“There are many potential 
opportunities in aquaculture but many 
questions still need to be answered,” says 
Professor Shaun Collin. “Many countries 
have recognised that the marine 
environment holds an important role in 
offsetting land-based resources. 

“Some fisheries may become 
unsustainable, while the demand 
for fresh seafood continues to rise. 
In addition to depleting target wild 
populations, there’s a dire need to 
reduce our reliance on fish meal to 
feed cultured species. New solutions to 
improve efficiencies, sustainability and 
long-term viability are urgently needed.

“A key attraction for aquaculture in 
WA is our broad geographical range 
from the Kimberley through to the south 
coast and inland. This could provide a 
range of environments for establishing 
production systems and the potential for 
new opportunities, such as algal-derived 
biodiesel and stock enhancement. 

“However the site selection, the 
impact on the environment and 
monitoring and management of 
aquaculture projects must be 
underpinned by research to close key 
knowledge gaps.

“UWA is utilising a multidisciplinary 
approach incorporating environmental 
management, oceanography, animal 
husbandry, engineering solutions, 
spatial planning, artificial feeds 
and improved health outcomes to 
build critical expertise in aspects of 
marine aquaculture.

“Our development of a strong research 
program in aquaculture will help meet 
the needs of Australia’s Blue Economy.”

Is Aquaculture  
part of the answer?

Oceans Institute PhD student 
Rebecca Green aboard the 
RV Falkor at Scott Reef in WA 
during a research expedition
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INTO A NEW WAY OF LIFE

He drew on that insight when taking a 
social justice unit with the University’s 
Professor Caroline Baillie, founder of the 
unique not-for-profit Waste for Life (WfL), the 
same organisation with which Reddy now 
works among impoverished communities in 
Sri Lanka. Liz McGrath reports.

It’s the ultimate form of recycling; 
finding clever ways to use rubbish 
such as discarded plastic bags, 

tea bags and raw banana fibres that 
would otherwise end up rotting on 
the roadside, to make wallets, folders, 
notebooks, bags, hats and essential 
building materials such as roof tiles, to 
help house families who have nothing.

Like much of the developing 
world, where industrialisation has 
triggered rapid economic growth 
and urbanisation, there’s serious 
pressure on Sri Lanka’s waste-disposal 
infrastructure. The sprawling beach city 

of Negombo, with its busy fish market and 
bustling commercial hub, is no exception. 

It’s just one of a number of Western 
Province communities where 24-year-old 
Reddy is working with local co-operatives 
to repurpose waste material as part of 
a WfL team. This coalition of clever and 
committed students, designers and 
engineers is determined to find new life for 
old rubbish.

“We’re working on making multi-purpose, 
insulating and waterproof wall panels and 
tiles at the moment,” Reddy says down a 
scratchy phone line. “It’s the ultimate job 
when you love to travel. I can be out in the 
fields stripping fibre from old banana trees 
one moment and talking to companies 
about buying our goods the next.

“The rubbish we are using is actually 
clean plastic waste from factories and 
farms rather than consumer waste and 
would most likely otherwise end up 
as landfill.”

It’s a long way from Perth for the 
former Christ Church Grammar 
School student but the perfect place 
for a project engineer looking for 
experience and a challenge after being 
inspired by Professor Baillie, a social 
environmentalist who’s “obsessed 
by poverty”.

His six-month placement follows 
a $1.03 million grant awarded to 
Professor Baillie and her team at UWA 
under the Government Partnerships 
for Development program. Run by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT) it helps incubate community-
based waste recycling businesses in 
Sri Lanka.

Project director Professor Baillie is 
an expert in natural fibre composites 
and has just published a second edition 
of the first major book in the field. She 
says the three-year project has seen 
UWA partner with three local universities 

– the University of Moratuwa, the 
University of Jaffna and the University of 
Sri Jayewardenepura.

Dilmah Conservation, the human- 
and environmental-services arm of the 
Dilmah tea company, is also involved as 
a key partner. It holds a seat as one of 
nine advisory board members, exploring 
the use of tea and packaging waste to 
make housing products for the needy 
in post-civil war Sri Lanka. WfL is a key 
implementation partner, supporting the 
development of waste-based businesses 
on the ground. 

It was during a trip to Argentina a 
decade ago that Professor Baillie was 
struck by the large number of cartoneros, 
locals scavenging the streets for glass, 

Transforming Waste 
Growing up in India gave UWA engineering graduate Reddy 
Pramathanath a first-hand insight into people forced to scrounge 
from rubbish dumps to stay alive. 

Community members from Katana Upcycle in Negombo inspect plastic 
impregnated fibre, which they are using to make file folders
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Reddy explores the local landscape in Negombo
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plastic and cardboard to sell to recycling 
centres to make money. From her 
observations the idea for WfL was born. 

“I’d seen a similar thing in Cairo a 
few years earlier among thousands of 
people living on a rubbish dump,” she 
recalls. “Families who might have a little 
machine to melt plastic bottles into 
pellets which they would then on-sell to 
somebody who needed them to make a 
product. It was inspiring.”

Working with colleague Dr Eric 
Feinblatt, Professor Baillie kicked 
off WfL projects in Africa and South 
America, developing international links 
between universities around the world 
for research and development, design, 
and tactical and strategic support.

“In Lesotho we designed and built a 
low-cost hot press which local people 
could use to combine the fibre from 
agave plants with waste plastic bags to 
make roof tiles,” she explains. 

“The local houses are made with metal 
roofs which are very hot in summer and 
cold in winter. Creating ceiling tiles out 
of local waste, which would normally be 
either burned or dumped on open ground, 
both provided income and made their 
lives more comfortable.

“In Buenos Aires, we further 
developed the inexpensive Kingston Hot 
Press, originally designed by a Canadian 
colleague, Darko Matovic from Queens 
University for Waste for Life, and which 
was upgraded by UWA engineers and 
produced locally in Argentina. 

“Students from the Rhode Island 
School of Design teamed with us to 
design beautiful products from our 
composite materials.”

One of those students Will Wells, 
along with fellow designer Ryan Venghaus, 
was so motivated by WfL he set up their 
own recycled plastics materials company 
in Providence, Rhode Island. They are still 
huge supporters today.

“We’ve recently partnered with the 
largest dry-cleaning company in Rhode 
Island to recycle the dry-cleaning bags 
customers return to their stores,” Will 
says. “We’re eternally grateful to Waste 
for Life for our inspiration.”

The project coordinator on the 
ground in Sri Lanka is another UWA 
graduate, DFAT Australian Awards 
Leadership scholar Randika Jayasinghe, 
who conducted the initial feasibility study 
as part of her PhD with Professor Baillie.

It was her idea to come to UWA and 
study with Professor Baillie after seeing 

FEATURE



the potential of WfL in Sri Lanka. 
She couldn’t have known that four 
years on she’d be back in her home 
country, implementing the project on 
the ground. 

“One of our key aims is to create a 
waste-plastic composite processing 
and resource facility at the University 
of Moratuwa and a satellite factory at 
the University of Jaffna,” Randika says.

The urgency of the work the team 
is doing was brought home in April 
when a rubbish dump landslide in the 
Sri Lankan capital Colombo killed at 
least 20 people. The WfL team had 
been working on removing waste 
from the already overfull landfill.

“We’ll be capacity building with 
the three local universities to help 
set up small upcycling facilities 
and providing a ‘train the trainers’ 
course for staff to create their own 
educational programs for students 
and communities,” Randika says.

“Ultimately it’s about helping 
participants turn waste into domestic 
and building products that can be 
sold to enhance their own income.”

One of the ongoing challenges 
now is sorting out a viable market for 
the products, Professor Baillie says, 
something local and international 
NGOs may be able to be involved in.

“We’re creating items like 
notebooks and bags that may be 
able to be used at conferences for 
example,” she says. “This is not about 
mass-produced products, it is about 
recycling – each line of items comes 
with its own particular story attached. 
Usually a story of hope and change.” 

What better story is there?

More information on Waste for Life at: 
wasteforlife.org

CONTACT:
Professor Caroline Baillie
Chair in Engineering Education
Phone: +61 8 6488 3137
Email: caroline.baillie@uwa.edu.au

Professor Caroline Baillie with her team and partners from the Dust Project, together with local 
community members. The Dust Project is a British charity funding the construction of orphanages, 
schools and housing and provides education for children in need.
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Reddy working on product design in Negombo

Some of the products created out of waste and sold 
through local businesses
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SMART  
CAMPUS, 

smart idea
Technically, this intelligence is 

provided by what is called machine 
learning, the ability for software to 

recognise patterns in the data it is fed. 
The techniques of handling and analysing 
the large quantities of data belong 
to another field of computer science 
called big data.

Between them, machine learning 
and big data are transforming how 
software can interact with users, which 
has major potential at universities, 
especially with students. 

Imagine, for example, high-school 
students receiving their final exam results 
on their phones whilst relaxing at the 
beach. With just a small number of taps 
one of the happy beachgoers not only 
accepts an offer at UWA but also enrols 
in their personally tailored units with a 
timetable that is individually crafted. 

The UWA system would already 
know about the new student from 
their interests, social and community 
activities and school academic records. 
From that point on, student software 
would guide them through their studies, 
providing support when necessary and 
alerting staff to potential problems. 

This scenario is not too far-fetched. 
The ability to take data from multiple 
sources, such as school records, and 
create a personalised profile using 
that information is already here. The 
benefits are also clear. 

The current system of enrolling 
and day-to-day administration is not 
always easy.

Big data and machine learning are 
being applied in universities in the field 
of learning analytics for everything 
from marks for assessments and 
exams, through to clicks on learning 
management system websites or the 
push of buttons to pause, rewind and 
play lecture videos. 

By aggregating millions of pieces 
of data, learning analytics can tell 
teachers and/or students what part 
of a video is posing a challenge. It can 
analyse a student’s learning style and 
make recommendations on how they 
should approach a subject or topic. 
Learning analytics can also analyse 
whether a teacher is interacting 
with students in a particularly 
effective way.

There are concerns of course, 
among them fears of a loss of privacy 
and the possible misuse of data, 
potentially against the interests of 
the people involved. There is also the 
risk of the data being compromised 
by hackers and used in various forms 
of cybercrime. 

Whilst these are all real risks, they 
must be balanced against the benefits. 
Risks can be managed and along with 
advances in our ability to understand 
and make use of data has come an 
increasing ability to protect it. 

From a student’s perspective, 
technology on campus should 
be about reducing the friction 
of being at university, allowing 
them to concentrate on what is 
important, such as interacting with 
others and getting the most out of 
their experience.

A smart campus is an idea that is 
slowly becoming reality. Universities 
are gradually implementing the 
building blocks, driven in part by 
innovations coming from phenomena 
like massive open online courses 
(MOOCs) and the internet companies 
formed to create them. 

There is also a growing demand 
from students themselves who have 
been born with the ability to interact 
with technology in every other facet of 
their lives. 

Read more by searching for David Glance 
at: theconversation.com/au

BY DR DAVID GLANCE
Director, UWA Centre for 
Software Practice 

Imagine if universities were 
run along the same lines as a 
modern internet company. For 
a start, students, visitors and 
staff would be able to interact 
with the university through 
apps on their smartphones.

These apps would have 
intelligence and be 
personalised, driven by what 
the university’s computer 
systems had learned 
about each individual after 
continuously consuming a vast 
array of data from multiple 
sources and interactions.
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Iain Grandage on the decision to make 
and curate collaborative art.

An act of
Listening

PHOTOS: Pia Johnson
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I am a creature of the theatre, having 
run off to join that particular circus 
at the invitation of Andrew Ross, 

early in his tenure at the then-nascent 
Black Swan Theatre Company. 

Theatre is the most collaborative of 
media, insisting as it does on the input 
of artists from across the performing, 
visual and literary arts. 

At its best, it is vital, direct and 
urgent work, speaking unequivocally to 
the issues of our time, to our histories 

and shared stories.
But I am first and foremost a 

musician, so am increasingly looking 
to introduce the methodologies of 
theatre-making to musical worlds – to 
create collaboratively via workshops 
with co-composers and performers, 
so that there is a collective 
ownership of the final work. 

Why? Why pursue such 
ideas when historically 

the composer is a 
solitary responder to 

the world?
Because we 

must actively 
acknowledge that the 

culture which forms 
the bedrock of the 

traditional performing 
arts, that of Western Europe, is 

but one small strand of a vast 
array of cultural influences in 
contemporary Australia. 

Music, unlike language, has the ability 
to support simultaneous conversation 
whilst maintaining cohesion and 
reasoned argument. 

Not only this, but the component 
musical statements can be of wildly 
different provenance yet still find common 
ground – be it musical (harmonic, rhythmic, 
motivic), spiritual or psychological. 

There is a rare joy in successfully 
distilling a common thread between 
disparate musical worlds, a contentment 
that for me far outweighs any work 
created by myself in isolation. 

At its most successful, the 
collaborative work gives audiences raised 
in one particular cultural practice a way 
of comprehending another.

The possibilities of these 
collaborations are amplified when placed 
in the broader context of a music festival 

– namely the Port Fairy Spring Music 
Festival, where I assumed the Artistic 
Directorship in 2016. 

The Festival is of a scale large 
enough to put forward robust arguments 
about who we are and what values 
we represent. 

Whilst I have to acknowledge that 
art in and of itself doesn’t enact social 
change, it undoubtedly helps confront 

our own presumptions, and perhaps 
question whether we hold hitherto 
buried prejudices. 

Placing Indigenous musicians at 
the centre of a festival historically 
revolving around music from the 
Western Canon can frame a series 
of questions about belonging, 
given the Indigenous artists sing 
the songs of our very geography.

Similarly, commissions from 
recent refugee and migrant 
arrivals celebrate not only some 
vastly different perspectives, 
but also include a work 
collaboratively composed with 
local schoolchildren, titled 
My Mother’s Mother, about 
our shared ancestor, 
mitochondrial Eve. 

The aim is to create 
musical stories that 
celebrate a multitude of 
cultural backgrounds but 
also speak of the things that 
bind – they are intrinsically 
more powerful than divisions. 

As Tim Winton’s character 
Quick Lamb says in Cloudstreet, 

“It’s us and us and us. We all join 
up in the end.”

It is vital in these times to speak to a broader cross-section of our 
society, to provide – as the Arts must – glue that binds us in the 
face of divisive nationalism and rampant individualism.
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Around 2400 Australians are diagnosed 
each year and in WA alone around 1000 
children aged 16 and under have type 
1 diabetes. 

At home we were struggling with 
the balancing act of injecting Lucia 
with insulin four times a day to keep her 
blood glucose even, when she became 
part of a trial that illustrated to me how 
new research and advanced technology 
could change lives.

Dr Marie-Anne Burckhardt, UWA 
PhD student, Clinical Research Fellow 
at the Children’s Diabetes Centre 
and member of the diabetes team 
at Princess Margaret Hospital, is 
evaluating the impact of a new real-time 
continuous glucose monitoring system 
on the quality of life of children and 
their families. 

The system can measure glucose 
levels every five minutes using a small 
sensor that sits under the skin. It sends 
the value via Bluetooth to a receiver 
or a mobile phone to display. The 
latest monitoring system can send the 
readings to up to five smart devices. 

Basically, this allows Lucia to access 
her glucose readings on a mobile phone 
whenever she wants, without having to 
continually prick her finger for blood – 
as can her teacher, her clinicians and 
anyone else she nominates. She can then 
work out her all-important insulin dose.

“The challenge with taking insulin 
is working out the correct dose,” 
Dr Burckhardt says. “Things like 
food, exercise, stress, emotions and 
general health play a big role and 
fluctuate greatly.” 

Keeping blood glucose levels as 
close to the normal range possible is the 
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BY LIZ MCGRATH

aim of type 1 diabetes management. It 
sounds easy but in reality is incredibly 
difficult to achieve.

Until this trial, it’s meant that 
every breakfast time, recess, lunch, 
afternoon, dinner and twice overnight, 
as well as before and after activities 
like sport, Lucia pricks her finger to 
test her blood before treating herself 
if necessary.

If she’s having a ‘hypo’ or a ‘hyper’ 
she must take sugar pills or further 
insulin. If she’s sick, that also affects 
her blood-sugar levels.

Lucia rarely complains out loud but 
there have been many quiet tears over 
the past year and a half. Her diabetes 
backpack goes everywhere she does 
and, as well as the health complications 
and the feeling of ‘not being normal’, 
she must often stop to test and then 
wait while her friends run to play.

In April, the Australian Government 
announced it would provide fully 
subsidised continuous glucose 
monitoring products to eligible 
children and young people under 21 
years of age, in line with a 2016 Federal 
Election commitment.

It will be a further step, we all hope, 
in managing and ultimately curing this 
insidious disease.

The author Liz McGrath is a Non-
Executive Director of the Diabetes 
Research WA Board.
diabetesresearchwa.com.au

Visit the Children’s Diabetes Centre 
website for more information about 
diabetes and other research in WA: 
diabetes.telethonkids.org.au

My 11-year-old 
daughter Lucia 
has type 1 

diabetes, also known 
as Juvenile Diabetes 
because it most often 
develops in children 
or teenagers.

For the rest of 
her life she’ll have to 
regularly check her 
blood-sugar levels, 
which up until now is 
mostly done by pricking 
a finger for blood. On 
top of this she has 
to administer insulin 
between four and six 
times a day, through 
injections or an insulin 
pump, to stay alive.

Nothing Lucia did 
caused her diabetes. 
Contrary to popular 
perception it didn’t 
develop because she 
had a sweet tooth, 
ate too many sugary 
treats or didn’t do 
enough exercise.

My usually happy 
and dreamy daughter is 
the unlucky winner of 
a random lottery. Type 
1 diabetes is a lifelong 
autoimmune disease 
caused when the 
body’s immune system 
mistakenly attacks part 
of its own pancreas. 
Scientists don’t yet 
know why.

When Lucia was 
diagnosed in 2016 her 
immune system had 

already decided the insulin-producing 
cells in her pancreas were foreign and was 
systematically destroying them. Insulin is 
crucial to process carbohydrates to create 
energy. Without it the body literally starves.

If left untreated, the high level of 
blood sugar can damage the eyes, 
kidneys, nerves and heart, and can lead 
to coma and death.

Type 1 diabetes happens to be one 
of the most common chronic diseases 
in kids, occurring more frequently 
than cancer, cystic fibrosis, multiple 
sclerosis and muscular dystrophy, 
and it has changed the lives of my 
family immeasurably. 
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Postgrad qualifications have increasingly become the 
expectation of prospective employers in the global workforce. 
A UWA postgrad qualification will set you apart and teaches 
you the skills and knowledge needed to future-proof 
your career.

UWA is the only research-intensive university in the State 
and ranks in the world’s Top 50 in the field of Earth and 
Marine Sciences*. 

“I chose to undertake a postgrad degree 
because it allowed me to fulfil my dream of 
pursuing and conducting my own research. 

“I am really enjoying working closely with 
industry alongside other marine scientists 
and technicians during my degree. I am 
learning many practical skills and meeting 
interesting people. 

“UWA has a fantastic reputation as a world-
class university, with fantastic facilities and 
high-calibre teaching and research staff. My 
degree has granted me the opportunity to 
further contribute to long-term fisheries 
science, an area I consider of utmost 
importance, especially in WA.”

– Emma-Jade Tuffley, PhD candidate 

Applications for mid-year postgrad studies are now open 
and close 30 June 2017.

Discover your postgrad study opportunities and apply at 
uwa.edu.au/postgraduate/apply
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with a UWA postgrad degree

*QS World University Rankings by Subject, 2017



"Universities cannot simply exist to teach students, we 
seek to frame the future and to help students manage 
the pace of change and uncertainty. Students and 
employees will need to be able to solve problems we 
have never seen before. We have an obligation to 
challenge the status quo."
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There is an increasing economic 
significance of knowledge produced 
through research and university 
education, which raises interesting 
challenges around the fusing of 
commerce with science. The shift from 
the ideals of a traditional university to an 
entrepreneurial university has been widely 
characterised as the move from an era of 
knowledge which was discipline-based 
and instigated by the researcher, to one in 
which knowledge production is problem-
based, interdisciplinary and where 
multiple truths prevail. The later version 
of knowledge production has much in 
its favour. 

Research conducted in universities 
is directed towards problem solving and 
serving public good, rather than fuelling 
theoretical debates associated with 
abstraction. In this regard international 
estimations of research excellence are 
becoming more refined, translating what 
it means to be world-class into tangible 
outcomes for communities. 

Internationalisation strategies 
and institutions of higher education 
have evolved rapidly, deepening their 
significance across national borders. 
The role of the contemporary university 
cannot be overlooked when discussing 
globalisation, internationalisation 
and inclusivity, and specifically the 
contribution to evolving cultures. This 
context is important to understand 
when reflecting on provocative 
questions such as ‘will universities be 
replaced with campus-led global online 
platforms in the future?’

As early as 1879, Sir John Winthrop 
Hackett, The University of Western 
Australia’s first Chancellor, championed 
the idea that the growing and maturing 
state of Western Australia deserved 
to have its own university. More than 
a century later UWA has become an 
indelible part of the Western Australian 
community, graduating more than 
100,000 students and ranked as one 
of the top 100 research-intensive 
universities in the world. We have 
established the longest running 

Professor Dawn Freshwater was 
formally installed as the 18th 
Vice-Chancellor of The University 
of Western Australia on 26 April.

The celebration of the appointment 
took place inside UWA’s iconic 
Winthrop Hall with UWA Chancellor 
Dr Michael Chaney welcoming 
the Vice-Chancellor with a robing 
ceremony in front of an audience of 
more than 500 invited guests.

This is an abridged version of 
Professor Freshwater’s speech.

Professor Dawn 
Freshwater 
VICE-CHANCELLOR, 
THE UNIVERSITY  
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

international arts festival in Australia, 
produced more than 100 Rhodes 
scholars, a Nobel Prize laureate and an 
Australian Prime Minister.

We know that some of the 
challenges we face today are the 
greatest we have ever known. There 
is global political and economic 
uncertainty and the emergence 
of new technologies. The world is 
changing rapidly for our current 
and future students. Education and 
skills development have never been 
more important. We are educating 
students for jobs that do not yet exist. 
Universities cannot simply exist to 
teach students, we seek to frame the 
future and to help students manage 
the pace of change and uncertainty. 
Students and employees will need to be 
able to solve problems we have never 
seen before. We have an obligation to 
challenge the status quo.

Universities are privileged 
institutions and entrusted by the people 
to undertake teaching, research and 
community engagement. I am acutely 
aware of the transformative power of 
education, for it is my own story. I was 
the first in my family to go to university 
and I learnt resilience. 

Education helps us discover long-
lasting values so we do not cling to 
calculated formulas or repeat slogans. 
UWA approaches the future as it 
always has, with a global mind and a 
caring heart. Our community has high 
expectations because they want to see 
us be the best we can be.

The primary task of any leader is 
directing attention to where it needs 
to go, and is an important part of 
connecting culture with leadership, 
which demands humility, insight and 
awareness. As the newly appointed 
18th Vice-Chancellor I look forward 
to helping write the next successful 
chapter of The University of Western 
Australia’s story. We need to make sure 
our imagination is never limited and 
UWA has a great role to play in growing 
the imagination.

The role of higher education and 
universities in a contemporary 
context is one that is challenged. 

We live in times of great turbulence, both 
natural and man-made. We face a tyranny 
of continuous partial attention, driven 
not only by disruptive technologies 
but also by distractive technologies. It 
becomes increasingly difficult to apply our 
selective attention and the skills to focus, 
competing as we do for attention.

In this context of perplexing and 
bewildering global challenges, the 
role of research and academia is 
critical but simultaneously subject 
to criticism. The role of a university 
today is hotly debated and of great 
interest to many experts. Some would 
argue that education and research are 
now a business in and of themselves 

– a business of achieving excellence, 
leading to knowledge production 
and entrepreneurial activity, which 
is aligned with the economy of many 
western countries. 
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THOUGHT LEADERS

Universities’ challenge to stay 
relevant in a rapidly changing world



Be inspired

Professor Christophe 
Gaudin’s research is 
changing the offshore 
renewable industry.

Using a state-of-the-art 26-tonne 
centrifuge, Professor Christophe Gaudin 
and his team have assisted in the design 
of almost every major pipeline in the 
North West Shelf of Australia.

This one-of-a-kind facility at 
The University of Western Australia 
provides a unique opportunity to 
undertake ground-breaking international 
research that is changing the offshore 
renewable industry.

Today, Professor Gaudin is working with 
his team to develop commercially viable 
wave farms by optimising the location 
and minimising the foundation costs of 
wave energy converters.

The Western Australian coastline offers 
a unique setting for this innovative 
research, and wave energy 
offers unlimited potential for the future.
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Harnessing the power of 
the ocean for inspiration.

Professor Christophe Gaudin 
Centre for Offshore Foundation Systems

Are you inspired to join our research community?  
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PROFESSOR JOHN DELL

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean,
Faculty of Engineering and 
Mathematical Sciences

Where did you attend university 
and what did you study?
I went to UWA for both my 
undergraduate degree (Bachelor 
of Electronic Engineering) and 
postgraduate study (PhD in 
Microelectronics).

What is one thing that would surprise 
people about you?
I tried sky-diving (it was a buzz).

What are your tips for 
current students? 
The degree at the end is important, 
but just as important are the friends 
and experiences gained while you’re at 
university – join some of the clubs, start 
your own club!

PROFESSOR WENDY ERBER

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean,
Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences

Where did you attend university 
and what did you study? 
I graduated in Medicine from the 
University of Sydney and then undertook 
Haematology training at the Royal North 
Shore Hospital in New South Wales before 
heading to Oxford University as a Rhodes 
Scholar where I completed a Doctorate 
of Philosophy. 

What is one thing that would surprise 
people about you?
Playing hockey at university helped my 
academic performance.

What are your tips for 
current students? 
Take advantage of the many extra-
curricular activities and programs that 
UWA offers.

Following UWA’s change to a 
four-faculty structure earlier 
this year, we thought it was 
time to learn a little more 
about our Deans. None are 
new to UWA and one of the 
four even studied here. We 
asked them if they had any 
tips for current students. 
Introducing…

PROFESSOR MATTHEW TONTS

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean,
Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Education

Where did you attend university 
and what did you study?
I went to ECU to do a BA in Geography 
and Sociology between 1989 and 1992, 
then Curtin University between 1994 
and 1998, and completed a PhD in 
Geography there.

What is one thing that would surprise 
people about you?
I play the five-string banjo (badly)!

What are your tips for 
current students? 
Study subjects you enjoy. Don’t obsess 
about studying simply to get a job at the 
end of your degree; if you do what you 
enjoy, the rest takes care of itself.

DEANS
Meet the EXECUTIVE
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PROFESSOR TONY O’DONNELL

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean,
Faculty of Science

Where did you attend university and what 
did you study? 
As an undergraduate, I studied Microbiology at 
the University of Glasgow between 1972 and 
1976 and did my PhD at the ARC Meat Research 
Institute in Bristol, UK.

What is one thing that would surprise 
people about you?
In the late 60s, I was thrown out of school for 
having long hair then excluded for one day for 
contacting the BBC and doing my first piece to 
camera. I was allowed back in the next day when 
my father took me for a short back and sides.

What are your tips for current students? 
Do what excites you and make sure your time at 
university is more than just about studying. As 
you move on in your career, work with people you 
admire and respect and in the early days never 
say no to anything you are asked to do. Find a 
good mentor.



The first thing Erika Techera shares 
with Uniview, when I meet her a few 
weeks before our lunch date, is her 

passion for national parks. “So far we’ve 
seen 52 of the more than 100 in Western 
Australia,” she says. “We love walking 
and hiking and anything to do with the 
natural environment.”

One gets the feeling Professor 
Techera has always been a bit of an 
adventurer. Born in Buckinghamshire 
to an English mother and Tasmanian 
father, and the eldest of four siblings, 
she also admits she’s always been 

“a bit bossy”.
“From a very early age,” she says over 

lunch. “There was no other way with 
three younger brothers!” It was perhaps 
that fraternal influence, as well as 
growing up close to the Silverstone race 
track that led to a love for Formula One 
racing that continues today.

Professor Techera says it might have 
been her Tasmanian ancestry, including 
a grandmother who lived in Launceston, 
that saw her decline an offer to study 
law in London and head for Australia’s 
sunny shores after finishing school.

It was a move that paid early 
dividends. Within a year of starting at 
the University of Technology in Sydney 
she met Luis Techera, a Uruguayan 
engineering student, at a pub, and at 
19 they were married. This year they 
celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary.

Two children, a boy and a girl, 
followed for the young couple during a 
time that Professor Techera remembers, 
with typical understatement, as being 

“pretty busy”. She followed a law degree 
with a Masters of Environmental 
Law and a PhD in The Role of 
Customary Law in Community-based 
Marine Management.

“I call Michael my contract baby and 
Danielle my equity baby,” she laughs of 
her son who’s now 27 and 25-year-old 
UK-based daughter. Not one to be put 
off by a challenge, the young mother 
spent seven years as a barrister at the 
NSW Bar and worked as managing 
director of a litigation support company 
before a move to academia.

She worked in roles including 
Director of the Centre for International & 
Environmental Law and Co-Director of 
the Centre for Climate Futures at NSW’s 
Macquarie University before research 
brought her to Western Australia, where 
she was so taken by what she saw that 
she applied for a role at UWA.

“I was researching shark-based 
tourism activities in Exmouth. Luis 
came to join me in the second week 
and said he was staying. I wrote my 
application for a position at the UWA 

Lunch with...
Professor Erika Techera
UWA Oceans Institute Director 

Membership of the University Club of Western Australia allows alumni, staff 
and those with an abiding interest in the University of Western Australia to 
stay connected.

Members enjoy exclusive and exceptional service on every level, from corporate 
conferences in one of our 16 function spaces to stunning culinary experiences 
in our award-winning dining outlets.

If it’s social stimulation you are looking for rest assured, we are constantly 
planning new and exciting events which provide the perfect opportunity to 
meet like-minded people.
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www.universityclub.uwa.edu.au or call the Membership Team on 
+61 8 6488 8770.**
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She was UWA’s first female Dean of Law; teaches and researches 
in international and comparative environmental law; is the new 
Director of UWA’s Oceans Institute; and has a fascination with 
sharks and pirates. However, come the weekend, you’ll find 
Professor Erika Techera in a four-wheel drive with husband Luis, 
ready to explore the great outdoors, as Liz McGrath discovered. Erika and Luis at the Forbidden City in 

China during one of their many adventures
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Law School while we were in Carnarvon, 
emailed it from McDonald’s in Geraldton, 
and the rest, as they say, is history.”

“The rest” included four years as Dean 
of Law at UWA where Professor Techera 
says a highlight was the recruitment of 

“17 excellent people”, including academics 
from six different countries, and a former 
Defence Minister and WA local Stephen 
Smith. At the end of last year she was 
recruited to the UWA Oceans Institute.

“It’s an exciting time to be at the 
Oceans Institute, particularly as a social 
scientist,” she says. “I’m responsible 
for leading UWA’s involvement in the 
amazing new Indian Ocean Marine 
Research Centre at Crawley and 
Watermans Bay where we are bringing 
researchers together from different 
institutions and disciplines to engage in 
high-impact marine research.”

As someone with a particular interest 
in marine environmental governance, 
cultural heritage law, sustainable 
development and community-based 
marine management in small island states, 
it’s perhaps not surprising Professor 
Techera has a fascination with early 

PROFESSOR TECHERA 
Charred beef fillet steak with 
forest mushroom cap, potato 
mash and creamy pepper sauce

LIZ MCGRATH (Uniview Editor) 
Grilled duck confit and Oolong 
tea-smoked duck breast, 
roasted cauliflower purée

Treasure Hunter chardonnay by 
Fifth Leg, Margaret River, WA

explorers and pirates. Having completed 
an Australian Research Council Discovery 
Project on the International Governance 
of Sharks, she is returning to research 
around history and heritage. 

“I recently spent some time in (UWA’s) 
Reid Library Special Collections, looking 
at maps and reading about people like 
William Dampier,” she smiles. “There’s a 
world of treasure there.

“Pirates were perhaps the world’s first 
naturalists. Their journals are some of 
the oldest written records of exploration, 
new species and first contact with 
Indigenous peoples, as well as monsoons 
and storms and so many things that gave 
us the first indication or record of our 
natural world.”

On t he menu



It is the kind of philanthropy that 
most curators can only dream about, 
a large sum of money bequeathed 
with just one requirement: that it be 
spent on buying art.

BY PIER LEACH 

That was exactly what happened to 
The University of Western Australia 
Art Collection curator Dr Sally Quin, 

when graduate and former staff member 
Miss Jean Kahan left a generous gift to 
the University.

One of the first women in WA to 
graduate with a science degree, Miss 
Kahan was a long-standing supporter of 
the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery and the 
University in general. 

She established a scholarship in 
chemistry in the name of her father, Raoul 
Robellaz Kahan, who was the first UWA 
student to obtain an honours degree in 
science, and she supported several other 
University endeavours both during her 
lifetime and through her bequest. She was 
also a tireless volunteer for Convocation.

But although Miss Kahan, who died in 
2013 at the age of 96, worked for much of 
her varied career as a science librarian at the 
CSIRO, she also had a passion for the arts – 
ballet and classical music as well as visual art. 

For the UWA Art Collection, which is 
housed in the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, 
her gift has so far enabled the purchase 
of several significant Western Australian 
works of art, including two by artist Guy 
Grey-Smith as well as works by Howard 
Taylor, Tom Alberts and Mark Grey-Smith.

Guy Grey-Smith’s Rottnest Landscape, 
painted in 1954, was the first work added to 
the collection. 

“Guy Grey-Smith trained at the Chelsea 
School of Art in London and was influenced 
by English Modernism, as well as the art 
of Van Gogh, Gauguin, Cézanne and les 
Fauves,” Dr Quin says. “On his return to 
Western Australia in 1947, he began to 
represent the Australian landscape using 
many of the principles of modern art.”

When considering the purchase of 
an historical work of art such as Rottnest 
Landscape, Dr Quin explains a number 
of factors are considered, ranging from 
the artistic significance of the work to 
the manner in which it complements the 
existing collection. 

“Rottnest Landscape is recognised as part 
of a body of important works produced by 
Guy Grey-Smith following his return from 
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Science graduate enriches the arts
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Further to our story (left) Guy Grey-Smith’s wife Helen was 
also a renowned artist. You can read more about her in one 
of our recommended reads this edition, as well as adding 
Dr Sally Quin’s book on Elise Blumann to your list.

Recommended books from UWA scholars and graduates: 

YOU’RE NOT ROB SNARSKI: CRUMBS 
FROM THE CAKE 
by Rob Snarski

$24.99
A memoir in fragments from Rob Snarski, 
lead singer in The Blackeyed Susans, The 
Triffids, and Chad’s Tree.

HELEN GREY-SMITH 
by Gwen Phillips

$55.00
Phillips paints an intimate portrait of 
Helen Grey-Smith, an artist who lived in 
the shadow of her husband.

LIKE NOTHING ON THIS EARTH: A 
LITERARY HISTORY OF THE WHEATBELT 
by Tony Hughes-d’Aeth

$49.99 
Like Nothing on this Earth tours the 
wheatbelt using the work of some of 
Australia’s best-loved writers.
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BAUHAUS ON THE SWAN: ELISE 
BLUMANN, AN ÉMIGRÉ ARTIST IN 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 1938-1948 
by Sally Quin

$55.00
Elise Blumann is credited with bringing 
European modernism to Western Australia.

GUY GREY-SMITH: LIFE FORCE 
by Andrew Gaynor

$59.99 
A rich exploration of the life and work 
of one of Western Australia’s most 
celebrated artists.

Europe,” says Dr Quin. “It is distinguished 
by the use of vibrant colour, the 
scintillating combinations of blue, purple, 
green and ochre. 

“It presents the harsh, flat light of 
the Western Australian landscape, 
and though forms are abstracted and 
unnatural colour used, the scene remains 
recognisable and familiar. Moreover, it 
indicates something of the feeling of 
being in this particular landscape.”

Dr Quin says the painting strengthens 
the collection, which also includes Guy 
Grey-Smith’s Blackboy Grove, 1950, and 
Rottnest, 1954–57. 

“Rottnest Landscape and Rottnest 
offer a fascinating opportunity to see 
similar landscapes presented in varying 
ways, and transformed through a 
modernist perspective. In Rottnest the 
artist has used brilliant vermillion to 
indicate the blinding heat in the interior 
of the island, while Rottnest Landscape 
experiments with a cool colour range.”

The paintings also sit more generally 
with the work of other Western 
Australian artists of the period such as 
Elise Blumann and Howard Taylor. 

Rottnest Island served as an 
inspiration for Blumann who produced 
Rottnest lighthouse and salt lake, 1947, 
also part of the UWA Art Collection.

“The ability to fill gaps in the 
collection is a rare and treasured 
opportunity and we are grateful to Jean 
Kahan for her generous unencumbered 
gift, which makes these crucial additions 
to the University’s collection possible,” 
says Professor Ted Snell, UWA’s Chief 
Cultural Officer.

For more information on leaving a bequest 
to UWA: campaign.uwa.edu.au/bequests

Miss Jean Kahan
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7 THINGS

She’s chaired the G20 Youth 
Summit, was the youngest 
person to be named in 
Australia’s 100 Most Influential 
Women, and is the world’s 
youngest-ever Rotary President.

Renowned for her commentary on 
intergenerational economic and social 
issues and an accomplished global 
keynote speaker, the remarkable 
UWA law and economics graduate 
has presented across six continents, 
including delivering a Peace Charter to 
the Dalai Lama.

In her downtime, she likes to pull 
on her runners to compete in Ironman 
endurance triathlons and only last 
year was listed by Sir Richard Branson 
as one of his dream dinner guests. We 
were keen to find out more about the 
inspiring Holly Ransom and asked her 
to tell us seven things about herself.

1. FAVOURITE THING TO DO 
OUTSIDE OF WORK

Exercise and/or watch sport (particularly 
AFL, cricket or NFL). In recent years 
I’ve taken up endurance triathlons 
(Ironman races) and have gotten heavily 
involved in the elite sporting world as 
a non-executive director, facilitator 
and leadership development coach… 
so I feel particularly lucky that my 
passions have actually fused with 
my professional world. If I don’t have 
runners on, you’ll probably find me with 
my head in a business or leadership-
development book.

4. IF I COULD INVITE ANY THREE 
PEOPLE IN THE WORLD TO DINNER

Justin Trudeau, Shonda Rhimes and 
my Grandma. 

2. FIRST EVER JOB 

Tagging clothes in the back room of Star 
Surf and Skate in my summer holidays 
at age 13, and coaching an under 11s 
basketball team that same year. 

5. IF I WASN’T DOING WHAT I’M 
CURRENTLY DOING, I WOULD BE

I find it hard to think that I wouldn’t still 
be doing something related to one of the 
areas I currently get to work in… but I 
might also be having a crack at getting 
drafted into the AFL Women’s League. 3. IN MY MUSIC COLLECTION 

You will find a completely eclectic 
assortment – from 90s pop to Bruce 

‘The Boss’ Springsteen and Eminem, 
and a cappella covers of classic songs. 

6. THE THING YOU’D BE 
SURPRISED TO KNOW ABOUT ME

I have developed an absolute fascination 
with the arts, and as an experiential 
learner have taken to throwing myself 
into the deep end of the creative 
pursuits – taking acting and singing 
lessons, trying my hand at stand-up and 
circus skills… the list goes on! I’m always 
on the hunt for new creative experiences. 

7. TWO MOMENTS IN MY LIFE I’LL ABSOLUTELY NEVER FORGET

In November of 2014, having the opportunity to meet Barack Obama, Narenda 
Modi and a number of the G20 world leaders at the Summit in Brisbane. Here we 
successfully secured the policy demands of the youth (I was fortunate enough 
to Chair the G20 Youth Summit) for the first time in G20 history. In October 2016, 
having the privilege of being invited by Richard Branson to host Virgin’s Disruptors 
series in London and getting to meet and interview some of the world’s most 
extraordinary, boundary-pushing innovators, thinkers and leaders.

7 things  
you didn’t know  

about... 

CEO OF EMERGENT AND  
NON-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF  

THE PORT ADELAIDE FOOTBALL CLUB 

Holly Ransom

30   |   Uniview



ARTS AND CULTURE

BY DAVID HOUGH

Going for Gold

Thirty years later the London-based 
soprano is making waves across 
the UK, drawing repertoire from 

the Renaissance and Baroque periods. 
“I’ve always loved choral music and 
madrigals,” she says. 

In 2001, Kate graduated with 
honours from UWA’s School of Music. “It 
was a very academic-based degree and 
that was just what I needed,” she recalls.

“Geoffrey Lancaster was an inspiring 
teacher of music history and that made 
for an informed musician. Andrew Foote, 
one of my singing teachers, gave me the 
confidence to know what I was doing, 
and to believe in it.”

Kate is under contract to Paul Hillier, 
one of England’s most distinguished 
musical directors, and has a concert later 

this year with his Theatre of Voices. She is 
also a permanent member of his Ars Nova 
Copenhagen and regularly performs with 
his Chamber Choir of Ireland. 

New York Times music critic James 
Oestrich describes everything Paul Hillier 
touches as ‘turning to choral gold’ and it 
seems Kate is sharing some of that aura.

Before coming home for Christmas to 
show off her eight-month-old daughter 
Elizabeth, the busy musician and singer 
recorded a CD with Robert Meunier – a 
distinguished lutenist and scholar of early 
Italian Renaissance popular song, the 
frottola – to be released mid-2017. 

“It’s very challenging to say the least, 
managing a career and a baby,” laughs 
Kate, who is married to organisational 
psychologist Robert Browton.

When a seven-year-old Kate Macoboy stood centre stage 
at a Penrhos College concert and sang Cosette’s Castle on 

a Cloud, she knew she wanted to be a singer. So too did her 
supportive parents. 
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Then-Warden of Convocation Adjunct Professor Warren Kerr, AM joined Guild President Nevin Jayawardena and Vice-Chancellor Professor Dawn Freshwater in planting an oak tree during the annual Convocation Day celebrations on 4 March. 

Agricultural scientist Dr Doug McGhie is the new Warden of 
Convocation, replacing outgoing Adjunct Professor Warren Kerr, AM.

UWA graduate is a permanent member 
of the Convocation, meaning they are 
able to have a lifelong relationship 
with the University. Every person on 
the Convocation Council gives very 
generously of their time and is committed 
to the University.

What’s something people 
might not know about you?

I’ve been going out with my wife Jill since 
she was 15 years old and I was 16. We both 
went to Perth Mod but she was changing 
schools to go to Churchlands and I asked 
her out on her 15th birthday. It’s been a 
wonderful partnership. 

What does 2017 hold for 
Convocation?

It’s an important time for UWA with 
new Vice-Chancellor Professor Dawn 
Freshwater, and following the Renewal 
Project. I want to continue Convocation’s 
close working relationship with all the 
different areas within the University. By 
working together we will achieve the 
common objective for UWA to become 
one of the top 50 universities in the 
world by 2050.

And finally?

I’d like to welcome all of the new 
Convocation Council members, some 
new and some old, including Deputy 
Warden Joan Pope, OAM. I’d especially 
to like to express my deep gratitude 
to Professor Kerr, AM for his incredible 
dedication to the role of Warden over the 
past four years and the amount of time 
he has put into the job.

Eminent neuroradiologist, long-time member 

of the UWA Academic Staff and Convocation 

Councillor, Clinical Professor Lesley Ann Cala 

was acknowledged for her significant and 

sustained contribution to the University over 

the past three decades and presented with 

the 2017 Convocation Medal. She is pictured 

here with former Convocation Warden Adjunct 

Professor Warren Kerr, AM and Deputy Warden 

Dr Joan Pope, OAM.

Front option with full page image

Meet the new Warden 
of Convocation

Dr Doug McGhie
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Dr McGhie is a familiar face at UWA where 
he not only completed a Bachelor of 
Science, PhD and MBA but also played 
and coached at The University Football 
Club and was a previous Board member 
and President of the Torpedoes National 
League Water Polo Club.

Uniview caught up with him over 
coffee at Hackett Café to chat about 
his new role.

Can you tell us about 
yourself?

I’ve been married for 45 years to my 
wonderful wife Jill and we have three 
sons. For the past 25 years I’ve been 
Managing Director of Science Matters, my 
own business, engaged in agricultural 
and management consulting and regional 
development. That followed 20 years with 
the Department of Agriculture. 

As well as football and water polo, I’ve 
been heavily involved in surf lifesaving 
and I am a 50-year life member, past 
captain and president of Scarboro Surf 
Life Saving Club. Associated with my 
work in the regions I was President of 
the Bunbury Surf Club and Kununurra 
Swimming Club. I’ve been at UWA as a 
student on three separate occasions 
and each time have greatly enjoyed the 
learning and the people I have met.

You’ve been a member of 
the Convocation Council 
from 2013 to 2017 and 
held the role of Treasurer 
last year. What does 
Convocation mean to you?

Convocation is unique to UWA, and the 
Council members have so much to give 
in terms of knowledge and skills. Every 

The newly elected and re-elected UWA Convocation Councillors (L–R, standing): Dr Raj Kurup, Mr Gary Pennefather, Mr Jonathan Strauss, Mr Jeff Gunningham, Dr Brett Davies and Mr Tony Tate; seated: Dr Angela Evangelinou-Yiannakis, Clinical Professor Lesley Cala.
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DATE FOR THE DIARY
50th Anniversary Luncheon 
for 1967
Do you recognise any of the faces in 
the collage at the bottom of the page? 
Hint – they were all familiar faces around 
campus in 1967.

The UWA Convocation of Graduates 
Reunion Organising Committee is hoping 
this collage will help stir memories as it 
attempts to track down 1967 graduates 
with whom it has lost touch.

“We’re preparing invitations to our 
reunion lunch on the 21 October and 
still need contact details for many of the 
1967 graduates listed in the last edition 
of Uniview,” says Deputy Warden Joan 
Pope, OAM.

The list can also be found on the 
Convocation website at: convocation.
uwa.edu.au/50-reunion/2017-reunion-
for-1967-graduates-revision

Helpers are also required for the 
Reunion Organising Committee. Please 
contact Pauline Tremlett at ptremlet@
iinet.net.au or +61 8 9384 4657, or 
Deputy Warden Joan Pope, OAM at 
popejoan@westnet.com.au if you 
can assist.

Quick Quiz 
Then: If you were at UWA during the year 
1967, test your knowledge and try to name 
the people below. There’s no doubt you 
would have known at least a few of these 
fine figures. (Answers upside down at the 
bottom of page.)

Answers: Left-hand-side photographs: (first column, top to bottom) Professor Ronald Berndt; Professor Frank Callaway; and Miss Jean Randall. (second column, top to bottom) Professor Eric Saint; and librarian Leonard Jolley. 

Centre colour photograph: (back, left to right) Dr W Marcus Blacklow; UWA Pro Vice-Chancellor Justice Geoffrey Kennedy; and Professor David Lindsay. (front, left to right) Vice-Chancellor C Robert Street; Hon Doc Reg Moir; and 

Chancellor Don Aitken. Right-hand-side photographs: Neville Teede; Dr Merab Taubman; John Birman, Director of Festival of Perth/Adult Education Board; Professor Rex Prider; and Dr Arnold Cook with Dreena, the first guide dog in WA.

L–R: students Dam
ien M

anu, Ruth 
M

athenge, H
ayat Now

ruzi, Fatim
a 

Gharibyar, Abdul Alhum
naid and 

Convocation O
fficer Juanita Perez.

Convocation and students 
enjoy UWA Sport’s 
demonstration sail
It was all aboard for a group of 
Convocation members, councillors and 
UWA students recently when they took 
to the Swan River for a sailing excursion, 
following a special discounted offer 
from UWA Sport to use its yacht.

Five overseas students joined 
long-term member Kevin Morgan, 
Councillor Agi Gedeon, Convocation 
Officer Juanita Perez and partner, and 
Warden Dr Doug McGhie with his wife. 

The good ship UWA Centennial 
was professionally skippered by 
Alex Landwehr.

“It was a great opportunity for 
Convocation to connect with students 
from across the world, all who 
were sailing for the first time, in a 
spectacular setting,” says Dr McGhie. 

Samoan student Damien Manu 
says the great company was a 
highlight of the two-hour cruise. “And 
the chill vibe and the food. I loved 
it, it was nothing like I have ever 
experienced before.” 

“It was exciting and the company 
of the students and the Members of 
the Convocation was a surprise to me,” 
says Ruth Mathenge from Kenya.  

“I find it to be one of the most exciting 
experiences that I have had in Australia 
and I will live to remember UWA.”

Access to discounted hire of the 
yacht and a Swan River experience 
is available to all members of 
Convocation through UWA Sport.

Convocation:  
Spring Ordinary Meeting for 2017

All UWA graduates and other members of 
Convocation are invited to attend the Spring 
Ordinary Meeting in the Banquet Hall of the 
University Club of Western Australia on Friday 15 
September 2017, at 6pm for a 6.30pm start.

Ordinary Meetings of Convocation are the 
general meetings of The University of Western 
Australia. These meetings of Convocation 
provide the opportunity to receive an update 
on the operations of your University and 
current issues in tertiary education from the 
Vice-Chancellor, the Warden of Convocation 
and the Guild President. Questions are invited 
from the audience.

RSVP
Please confirm your attendance (for catering 
purposes) or send your apologies by Tuesday 
5 September.
 
Email: events-bmr@uwa.edu.au
Phone: +61 8 6488 8105
Website: convocation.uwa.edu.au/events/

meetings/rsvp
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He’s a hockey player, marriage celebrant, science ambassador 
and unabashed multi-tasker. Now UWA’s Dr Tristan Clemons is 
adding entrepreneur to the mix. 

As Liz McGrath discovered, 
competing in his third 
prestigious Hockey India League 

(HIL) championships gave the busy 
29-year-old the perfect opportunity 
to get a head start on an unusual new 
business venture.

By day he’s a National Health and 
Medical Research-supported fellow 
at UWA, focused on developing novel 
nanotechnology-based therapies for 
a range of injuries and diseases such 
as cancer and burns.

As goalkeeper for the Australian 
Kookaburras hockey squad, early 

mornings and evenings are reserved 
for training. In between you’ll find 

him speaking to students as a 
science outreach 
advocate and 
ambassador for 

the Rotary-led 
Microscopes in 

Schools project.
Spare 

time might 
be a rarity 

for research 
scientist Tristan 

but when he does 
find some it’s spent 

working with wife Claire on Get Flapped, 
the couple’s new business.

“It’s about making the functional 
Legionnaires’ cap – or ‘flap hat’, as it’s 
known – fashionable again,” Tristan says. 

“Interestingly the idea and planning 
really took off last summer while I was in 
India for the league.

“I’m one of four boys and we all wore 
them as kids! I’d kept my awful bottle-
green one from primary school to stop 
my neck getting burnt but my wife 
hated it, so we came up with the idea to 

recreate it in new colours and styles and 
make it cool.

“We developed our own patterns and 
sourced sun-safe materials and were 
able to get them made in China.”

Selection earlier this year for a third 
season with the Indian league – this 
time with Jaypee Punjab Warriors – 
gave Tristan the perfect opportunity to 
try out his new wares on international 
teammates.

In the prestigious competition, 
players from around the world are 
auctioned off to six Indian clubs to play 
a tournament contest. Each team has 
12 top-ranked Indian players and eight 
international competitors, with games 
taking place over five intense weeks.

“It’s a fantastic chance to play in front 
of some big crowds amongst some of 
the best players in the world,” Tristan 
says. “You’re treated like a rock star, the 
crowds are incredible.

“While the program is pretty intense 
I was also able to collaborate with 
colleagues at the Amity Research 
Institute in New Delhi, giving a research 
talk and discussing future projects.

“I’m lucky in my role at UWA that 
my supervisors are really supportive 
of my hockey and likewise my coaches 
understand how important my research 
is to me.

“I find the two complement each 
other – if I have a bad day in the lab I 
can get out on to the field and let out 
some tension, and vice versa.”

After narrowly missing out on 
selection for the Rio Olympic Games, 
Bunbury-born Tristan says he’s now 
looking forward to 2018 and the World 
Cup and Commonwealth Games. And 
no doubt a few hotter summers and 
booming hat sales!

to TRISTAN
Hats off

Above: Another save in front of goal 
for Tristan

Right: A tour through the rock garden 
in Chandigarh proved the perfect 
opportunity to talk hats with Indian 
teammate Jasjit Singh Kular
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Jackson Hamilton smashed a 
20-year record, throwing 42.48m 
in the U16 para discus to break 

Benjamin MacFie’s 1997 national record 
in the F12 para category.

He continued his success in the U16 
para throw events with silver in the U16 
para shot-put, before claiming gold in 
the U16 para javelin. Hamilton threw 
33.74m, breaking his own U16 Australian 
F12 record. 

Emma Ferguson collected gold in the 
U18 1500m with a powerful display. She 
was joined by club member Abigail D’Sylva 
who took gold in the U20 age group. 

Lauren Hyde Cooling opened Team 
WA’s pole vaulting campaign claiming 
the U18 national title with a vault of 
3.55m, before jumping an impressive 
1.79m to claim silver in the U20 
high jump. 

The Parnov sisters kept it all in the 
family in the U14 long jump. Alla Parnov 
dominated, beating older sister Liz’s meet 
record of 3.50m by one centimetre and 
taking out the 2017 national title over 
twin sister Natasha, who collected silver. 

The sisters also controlled the U15 
pole-vault. Alla jumped 3.30m to claim 
her second national pole-vaulting title 
of 2017, while Natasha vaulted 3.10m to 
collect silver. Older sister Liz retained her 
2016 national title in the open women’s 
pole vault with a height of 4.30m.

Thomas Throssell took gold in the 
400m hurdles, with a time of 53.96, 
while Riley Armstrong rounded out WA’s 

MEDALS GALORE AT NATIONALS 
FOR UWA ATHLETICS CLUB

medal winners in the 400m hurdles with 
a bronze in the U18 event. 

In the girls U16 4x100m, WA got 
off to a fast start before running into 
trouble on the back straight, pushed 
into fourth position. A blistering run 
from Sophie White saw WA finish third, 
overtaking Queensland in the last 10 
metres of the race.

Clare Gibson progressed comfortably 
through to the women’s high jump 
finals, while in the open 400m hurdle 
heats, Lyndsay Pekin and Timothy 
Throssell got through to their respective 
finals, with Throssell taking out the 
bronze in a time of 51.92.

On the closing day of competition 
Sophie White produced the goods with 
gold in the U16 girls 4x100 relay. White 
ran an impressive final leg to push WA 
into first, before going on to collect 
her third 2017 Australian Athletics 
Championship in the U16 100m with a 
time of 11.85, with fellow club member 
Jenna Bain taking out the bronze.

Timothy Throssell took bronze in the 
400m hurdles in a personal best time, 
while in tough conditions Zoe Timmers 
and Clare Gibson were second and 
third respectively in the open women’s 
high jump. 

UWAAC President Lyndsay Pekin 
won bronze in the women’s 4x400m with 
a time of 3.42.52 while Sophie White 
rounded out an impressive campaign 
with a bronze in the open 4x100m with a 
time of 46.43.

UWA Athletics Club had one its most successful campaigns ever at 
the recent Australian Athletics Championships in Sydney, bringing 
home multiple gold, silver and bronze.

UWAAC’s Timothy Throssell shows fine form in Sydney 

DOES SITTING DOWN 
AFFECT BRAIN FUNCTION? 

HELP US FIND OUT

Studies suggest that exercise can 
improve cognition. Now UWA 
researchers are trying to determine 
the impact of sitting on brain function 
and need willing recruits.

Key inclusion criteria for men and 
women include:

• 55-80 years
• Overweight/obese but otherwise 

healthy
• A non-smoker
• Not regularly physically active
• Not diagnosed with depression, 

dementia, cancer (within the last 
five years)

Participants will undergo free blood 
tests, memory tests and blood pressure 
tests and participation will involve four 
visits to the Perth campus.

An introductory visit will be 
followed by three experimental 
periods of eight hours, with breakfast 
and lunch provided, and participants 
will be reimbursed for their time.

Further information:  
Please contact Jaye Lewis on +61 8 
6488 2378 or jaye.lewis@uwa.edu.au

Natasha Parnov prepares to vault
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In t he frame
Never a dull moment for our 
alumni and friends who’ve been 
snapped at some of the many 
UWA events recently.

Stay in touch or update your details at: 
alumni-update@uwa.edu.au

Premier Mark McGowan guest lectures to political science students

Career Café and panel discussion on entrepreneurship with Young Alumni Network

London Connections
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Alumni share experiences with prospective postgrad students

Thank you to Alumni Fund donors at PIAF

Convocation Autumn Ordinary Meeting
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Professor Barry Marshall on The Making of a Nobel Laureate with Singapore Alumni Network

Albany PhD students share their research passions
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MB BS 50th Reunion

Dr Noel Nannup (left) and Professor Stephen Hopper on the biodiversity and 
cultural insights panel of PIAF Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak, opening night 

Tooth fairies at Dentistry Family Fun Day 

UWA alumni, staff, students and faculty participate in Perth’s Pride Parade
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THEN & NOW

The Reid Library
Then & Now

Today, the library is a hive of 
activity. The ground floor has 
been transformed into a light and 

open state-of-the-art collaborative 
learning space where, yes, talking is 
allowed. There’s improved access to 
wifi and power points, better locker 
space and a new café. There’s also 
a daily help service for students 
delivered by Student Experience staff 
and a resource room for students 
with disabilities.

The first and second floors feature 
a range of group study and meeting 
rooms as well as individual study areas.

UWA donors and this is the first step in 
a larger plan to reinvigorate the entire 
Reid, Medical and Dental, and Law 
libraries. Up to 10,000 people per day 
use the Reid Library, which is open from 
7am to 2am daily. UWA has six libraries, 
with the Reid open 24 hours for the 
busiest of the major teaching periods. 
Such is the demand, a local school 
buses in boarders on the weekends 
to give them access to one of the best 
libraries in the State.

The University’s first library was 
on the corner of Hay Street at the 
end of the Irwin Street campus, then 
affectionately known as Tin Pot Alley. 
The Rev A.S. Brown was in charge 
of the small library from 1922 until 
late 1926, when Miss Wood took up 
her appointment as the University’s 
first full-time librarian and the first 

“Students today require a diverse range 
of study spaces and throughout the 
design and implementation of the 
project, students were consulted at 
all levels and given the opportunity to 
provide their input and insight into the 
refurbishment process,” says 2017 Guild 
President Mr Nevin Jayawardena. “The 
significant improvement to facilities, 
technology and services has had an 
extremely positive impact and is now 
attracting more and more students to 
study on campus.” 

The Reid Library refurbishment was 
made possible, in part, by a group of 

UWA library in the main administration building, 1939

Imagine a time machine carrying the University’s first librarian, Miss 
Malvina Wood (1893-1976), landing in the newly refurbished Reid 
Library today. One wonders what would be her first words or thoughts!

BY TERRY LARDER
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THEN & NOW

woman librarian in the State. She 
was well-respected by all who knew 
her and responsible for several major 
developments in the library over her 
tenure. Miss Wood retired in 1959. 

The move from Irwin Street to 
the Crawley campus in the late 1920s 
saw the development of a dedicated 
temporary library on the ground floor 
of the main administration building, 
where the Visitor Centre is located. It 
took another 40 years before the official 
opening of the Reid Library in May 1964. 

Both the Reid Library and Arts 
building opened that year. Each site had 
different architects but shared the same 
structural engineer, with the two firms 
working closely together to ensure the 
buildings complemented each other. 
The architect for the Reid Library was Gil 
Nicol from architectural firm Cameron, 

Chisholm and Nicol. The innovative and 
groundbreaking design won a Bronze 
Medal from the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in the year the library opened.

In 1964, there was a loan limit 
of three books per reader. Today, 
undergraduate students can borrow up 
to 30 items and higher degree students 
and staff have unlimited loans!

“It took over 100 years for the library 
to acquire one million books, and yet it 
only took seven years to acquire over one 
million e-books,” says Ms Jill Benn, the 
University’s sixth librarian and the third 
woman to be appointed to the position. 

“Such is the advancement of the new 
technology, and the times we live in.”

There are two intriguing books kept 
in the special collections section of the 
Reid Library. The smallest book is a copy 
of Dante’s Divina Commedia published 

in Milan in 1878. If you want to read it, 
you’d better have excellent eyesight or 
bring your own magnifying glass. The 
oldest book is the Formulary of English 
Chancery Writs in Latin (circa 1350) 
which hasn’t yet been translated.

For more information on UWA’s Reid 
Library go to www.library.uwa.edu.au/
contact/reid

Fini Family Terrace, Reid Library

Library Staff 1950 with Malvina Wood, circled Students in the ground floor of Reid Library, 2017

UWA librarian Ms Jill Benn

Uniview  The University of Western Australia   |   41



May 2017

Grad Br ie f s 

D
CS

00
00

08

1960s

BRUCE MIDDLETON  
(BSc (Hons) 1962 PhD 1966) ACT
In 1965 Bruce left WA to take up a 
postdoctoral fellowship with the National 
Research Council of Canada in Ottawa. He 
returned to Melbourne in 1967 and worked 
for five years in R&D with Australian Paper 
Manufacturers. In 1972 he was appointed 
to lead the enforcement service of the 
newly formed Environmental Protection 
Authority of Victoria. 

In 1978 Bruce moved to Canberra to 
work in the Secretariat of the Australian 
Science and Technology Council 
(ASTEC), within the Prime Minister’s 
portfolio. ASTEC advised the Australian 
government on science and technology 
matters across all the portfolios. In 1983 
he was appointed Secretary and head of 
the Secretariat.

In a change of direction, Bruce was 
appointed in 1987 as the first Executive 
Director of the newly  formed Australian 
Space Office (ASO). The ASO fostered 
the development of space industry 
in Australia, and managed the NASA 
tracking stations in this country.

In 1994 Bruce established a private 
satellite consulting business, Asia Pacific 
Aerospace Consultant (APAC), focused 
on commercial space business in the 
Asia Pacific region. After eight years, the 
business was sold and Bruce retired to 
enjoy the golden years of travel within 
Australia and overseas.

Bruce married while completing his 
PhD in chemistry at UWA, and has three 
children – a son and two daughters. 
More recently his family has grown with 
four grandchildren.

TONY MIDDLETON 
(BE 1965 MBA (Cswk) 1989) Perth, WA
JOEL BEASLEY (BE 2015) Perth, WA
Civil engineers Joel Beasley (left) and 
Tony Middleton (right) graduated 50 
years apart but worked together to 
help UWA engineers celebrate their 
graduation as alumni gift ambassadors 
at the 18 March graduation ceremony. 

Joel is a graduate engineer in the 
Water Engineering team, based at BHP’s 
Perth Iron Ore head office. Tony’s career 
included roles at the former Public 
Works Department, now known as the 
Water Corporation, and Transperth. He 
has also held roles in the private sector 
in technology and construction. 

1970s
40th Anniversary of BSc (Agric) 

BSc (Agric) classmates in 1977

Back on campus: BSc (Agric) reunion, April 2017

On Saturday 22 April 2017, graduates 
of the 1976 Bachelor of Science 
(Agriculture) cohort met on campus 

to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
their graduation in 1977. The group, 
(Bill Porter BSc (Agric) 1977 PhD 1983, 
Harry Gratte BSc (Agric) 1977, John 
Davis BSc (Agric) 1977 MSc (NRM) 1997, 
Mike Clarke BSc 1977, John McGrath 
BSc (Agric) 1977 PhD 1983, plus adopted 
classmate and friend Richard Moore 
and their wives) were given a tour of the 
current Agricultural Science precinct by 
Professor Lynette Abbott. 

Following the tour, reminiscences 
continued at Steve’s Nedlands with 
academic staff who taught the group 
during the 1970s, including former 
Vice-Chancellor Alan Robson (who also 
supervised PhDs for Bill Porter and John 
McGrath), David Lindsay, Bob Gilkes, 
Graham Aylemore, Bruce Mackintosh 
and Kevan Snowball. The class of 1976 
then adjourned for dinner at JoJo’s café.

Other classmates who weren’t 
able to be there were Phil Ball, Tony 
Dean, Brian Schneider, Brian Hillman 
and Mike Rothery. 

TONY RUSE (BCom 1970) Denmark, WA
Tony and Felicity Ruse purchased 
Silverstream Wines in 2004. At the 
University Club wine-tasting event in 
April, Tony presented his award-winning 
wine Silverstream Riesling 2012, which 
took out gold at the WA Wine Show 2016 
and gold at a national wine competition.
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1980s

IAN BAXTER (BSc 1980) Perth, WA
Ian is a self-employed marine 
environmental consultant with current 
projects in Darwin, Sydney and New 
Zealand. Over the past 27 years he has 
worked on environmental approvals 
and monitoring for LNG projects in WA 
and Darwin and for large-scale dredging 
campaigns in a number of ports across 
northern Australia. Farther afield he has 
worked in the Arabian Gulf, Indonesia 
and New Caledonia.

Looking back at his time as a student, 
Ian fondly remembers doing fieldwork 
on Rottnest – being smashed by waves 
while counting crabs and winkles on 
the rocky shores around the island and 
sleeping in the old Rottnest Island tower. 
At the time, this somewhat dampened 
his enthusiasm for marine biology, but 
fortunately it was rekindled in time to 
forge a career within this field! 

He is currently active as a mentor of 
recent graduates. 

DERICK LI (BCom 1980) Singapore
After leaving Perth in early 1980, Derick 
worked throughout Australia as an 
accountant. He has fond memories 
of his time at UWA and wishes to 
acknowledge Tommy More and all the 
residents of St Thomas More College. 
To reach out and connect with Derick, 
please email derick_li@hotmail.com.

Tony and Kingswood College classmates outside 
Nedlands Park Hotel (now Steve’s), 1970s 

The Tropiano family, February 2017 

TONY TROPIANO (MBBS 1980)  
Mandurah, WA
Both UWA graduates, Dr Tony Tropiano 
and his wife Monika (BA 2012), have 
five children; four of them also UWA 
graduates: Elisabeth (MBBS 2009), 
Jennifer (LLB and BCom 2010), Verity 
(BA (ComSt) 2009) and Michael (BCom 
2014 BSc (Hons) 2015). Their youngest, 
Harrison, is now in Year 11.

Tony has been a GP obstetrician in 
the Peel Region for 32 years. He grew 
up on a farm in Morawa and has carried 
a camera with him almost constantly 
since his days at Kingswood College in 
the mid-70s, capturing stunning images 
of rural Western Australia and beyond. 
This year, Tony is taking a career break 
from his practice in Pinjarra to organise 
his photos and kick-start a creative 
venture, but says that life seems to 
have been busier than anticipated. 
He has volunteered for the Ladybird 
Foundation, skippering the boat which 
accompanied Rosemary Quinlivan 
on her Rottnest Channel Swim. (See 
Rosemary’s story below).

Overseas travel has been postponed 
for a year or so. “I want to absorb more of 
this wonderful state of ours,” says Tony.

ROSEMARY QUINLIVAN (MBBS 1980) 
Perth, WA
Rosemary is owner and solo GP at Mt 
Claremont Medical Centre. As a student 
she competed at Intervarsity (now 

known as Australian University Games) 
in swimming and water polo, achieving a 
Full Blue for swimming. Carrying on with 
her passion for the water, she finished 
the 2017 Rottnest Channel Swim (see 
photograph below), raising funds for the 
Ladybird Foundation (supporting UWA 
research of breast and ovarian cancer). 

JULIE GRBAVAC (BA 1982 DipEd 1983) 
Perth, WA
Julie has a passion for education. She 
taught in government secondary 
schools and TAFE from 1983 to 2002. 
Since 2003 she has supervised student 
teachers. In 2015 she became a regular 
UWA volunteer, as a mentor graduation 
ambassador and careers’ advisor.

ANGELA AROOZOO  
(BJuris 1986 LLB (Pgrad) 1987)  
Melbourne, VIC
In 2017, Angela moved to Melbourne 
from Malaysia. An active volunteer in the 
Malaysia network, she is now heading up 
the development of the UWA Melbourne 
alumni network. Alumni in Melbourne 
interested in connecting with Angela to 
learn more about staying involved, email 
alumnirelations@uwa.edu.au.

GRAD BRIEFS
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1990s

RICKY MUI (BSc and LLB 1997) Hong Kong
Ricky has moved from being a lawyer to 
a Director for Robert Walters, a leading 
global recruitment firm headquarted in 
London, UK. He has amazing memories 
of his time as a student and especially 
remembers the annual tug-of-war 
between law and engineering students. 
Ricky notes the high quality of his 
education, which laid the foundation 
for his success. He has worked in many 
locations around the world – in Europe 
and Asia – and is proud to call himself a 
UWA graduate. 

Currently, Ricky is the UWA alumni 
leader of the Hong Kong network. This 
group facilitates thought-leadership 
seminars and panel discussions as well 
as social networking events to engage 
UWA alumni. To find out more about 
connecting with Ricky and UWA alumni 
in Hong Kong, email alumnirelations@
uwa.edu.au.

2000s

TRISTAN MASTERS (BA (Eurp Stds) 2003) 
Sydney, NSW
Tristan works at KPMG Australia, as a 
director in the Sydney advisory practice.

His role sits in a newly formed 
team responsible for improving 
customer engagement and operational 
improvement through robotic process 

automation, artificial intelligence (AI) 
and cognitive systems. The team works 
on major process transformation 
engagements and helps clients use 
data and insights to transition towards 
autonomous, machine-managed 
capabilities. Given his background 
in customer service and marketing, 
the majority of work he does is 
helping clients implement digital and 
analytical capabilities that transform 
their marketing and customer insights, 
through automation and self-learning 
technologies.

Tristan feels fortunate to have 
met his wife in his final year as an 
undergraduate student at UWA. “It was 
a simpler time when it was acceptable 
to wear cargo pants (I think), and coffee 
at the Reid Library cafe cost $1.50,” he 
says. Now, Tristan is part of the Sydney 
UWA alumni committee, which is 
responsible for organising events and 
growing the Sydney-based UWA alumni 
network, helping graduates in Sydney 
foster an ongoing relationship with UWA 
outside of Perth.

JAMES KELLEY (MBR (Cswk) 2007 PhD 2015) 
United Arab Emirates
James has recently moved to the United 
Arab Emirates and is an assistant 
professor of marketing at United Arab 
Emirates University. He is also CEO of 
Brave Endurance Well-Being Consultancy, 
and host of Executives After Hours, 
a global downloaded podcast. He 
remembers the PhD student room fondly, 
calling it Hogwarts. 

He was an active participant in 
triathlon and water polo clubs as a 
student and still considers Cottesloe 
as one of his favourite beaches. James 
is actively involved in the UWA alumni 
Global Network for Change focused on 
health and happiness.

2010s

REBECCA WHITE  
(BEc 2010 BSc (Hons) 2011) Perth, WA
Working in the Department of State 
Development’s Strategic Policy division, 
Rebecca worked on a number of policy 
projects, including the review of the 
State’s mineral royalty regime, access 
and pricing regulation for port asset 
divestments and energy security policy. 
Recently she moved to the Economic 
Regulation Authority’s Regulation 
and Inquiries division, working on 
the Emergency Services Levy Inquiry. 
Rebecca remembers the “amazing 
feeling of satisfaction, achievement and 
relief” when she handed in her thesis. 
She is still involved as a volunteer with 
the Graduate Management Association.

ANNA BURCHFIELD (MInt Relns 2014) 
Perth, WA
Anna works at Probax, a Cloud-hosting 
and data-backup company in Perth. As 
their first marketing executive she is 
working with senior management and a 
sales team to build brand and product 
awareness and foster lead generation. 
Her primary objective is to direct 
marketing activities around the world, 
specifically the US, South Africa, the 
United Kingdom and Australia. Recently, 
she volunteered as an ambassador 
at graduation, as photographed 
here with several festive balloons in 
the celebration tent. This volunteer 
experience was three years to the day 
since her own graduation in 2014.

44   |  Uniview

GRAD BRIEFS



DANIEL DYER-SMITH (BCom 2014)  
Perth, WA
Daniel works for University Theatres at 
UWA in the technical department. 

Back as a student, he joined the 
University Dramatic Society (UDS) as 
their stage manager. “There is always 
something great about bringing together 
a group of people to set up a show in 
half the time it should take you,” he says. 

“‘Bump-in’ days of the shows I’ve done 
over the last four years will always be my 
fondest memories. The teamwork and 
careful planning required is incredible. 
The people I have had the opportunity to 
work with and teach I will never forget.”

Daniel is head of a committee to 
plan the upcoming celebrations for UDS’ 
100th birthday. As part of this he has 
been in contact with many past UDS 
members from the 1950s through to 
present. He continues to play hockey for 
the University’s men’s hockey team, as 
well as coaching the women’s teams.

JESSE CLUNE (LLB and BCom 2016) 
Los Angeles, US
Jesse is working in financial services for 
a global fund-administration company.

“The best thing I did at UWA was 
participate in consecutive study abroad 
programs,” Jesse says. “I studied finance 
in Canada and international law in the 
Netherlands over a 14-month period. This 
allowed me to build a valuable lifelong 
network of friends and career mentors.” 
Jesse recently relocated to Los Angeles, 
California, connecting with many of the 
140 graduates in LA.

AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS

Eleven graduates and a staff member 
from UWA have been recognised in this 
year’s Australia Day Honours list.

Philanthropist and UWA graduate 
Dr Andrew Forrest (BA 1983 Hon.DLitt 
2014) and Professor Leon Flicker from 
UWA’s Centre for Medical Research were 
both appointed Officer of the Order of 
Australia (AO) for distinguished services.

Another AO recipient was UWA 
graduate Professor Colin Masters 
(BMedSc 1968 MB BS 1971 MD 1978 Hon.
DLitt 2008), while Members of the Order 
of Australia (AM) recipients included 
Alison Doley (BEc 1965), Bruce Maslin 
(BSc 1968 MSc (Res) 1977), Christopher 
Pye (LLB (Hons) 1973), The Hon Eric 
Ripper (BA 1974 GradDipEd 1975) and 
David Stanton (BEc 1971). 

Recipients for the Awarded 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) 
included Jennifer Aramini (BSc 1974; 
DipEd 1975), William Bunbury 
(DipEd 1972), Jennifer Davis and 
Dr David Hough (BA 1976; MBA 1984; 
PhD 2013).

Additional friends and family attended 
in the satellite viewing area at the Ross 

Lecture Theatre and celebration afterwards
2129

Total graduands attended

Total number of 
graduates (including absentia)
4694

3303
Alumni 
volunteers81

Graduation  
ceremonies
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