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IN FOCUS

UWA	CHANCELLOR	WA’S	NEXT	GOVERNOR

UWA’s Chancellor, Dr Ken Michael, a much admired 
contributor to the community and this University, has been 
appointed WA’s next governor. Dr Michael, who completed a 
Bachelor of Engineering with First Class Honours in 1961 is 
our Newsmakers in this issue.
 As the University farewells one Chancellor, another 
distinguished UWA graduate, Dr Michael Chaney, will 
assume this post in early 2006.
 UWA Vice-Chancellor Professor Alan Robson paid tribute 
to Dr Michael’s great contribution to the University and 
welcomed Dr Chaney’s appointment.
 “It will be a privilege to work with Dr Chaney who has 
given significant time and energy to University activities and 
initiatives. His involvement in many aspects of business and 
community activity within Western Australia is an example 
of both good leadership and good citizenship,” said Professor 
Robson.
 Dr Chaney has particularly fond memories of UWA and a 
particular Uni Camp for Kids at which he met his wife Rose. 
It’s one of two very readable reminiscences in our story about 
the UWA charity that is celebrating its 70th anniversary next 
year (see Celebrating Seventy).

UWA Chancellor Dr Ken Michael and his wife Julie. 
(Photo: The West Australian)

WELCOME	TO	
OUR	WORLD!

UWA opens its doors to the 
community on a daily basis as 
school choirs compete in choral 
festivals, student groups visit 
campus museums, art lovers 
attend public programs at the 
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery 
or recitals in Winthrop Hall, 
and people gather for public 
lectures and conferences.  
 However, for UWA Expo, 
the doors are extra wide for the 
thousands of visitors, including 
secondary school students 
wanting to check out their 
career options. Last month, 
visitors enjoyed a variety of 
Expo experiences – including 
challenging a chess champion, 
experiencing an engineered 
earthquake, meeting the 
world’s best behaved (and 
computer-programmed) dog, 
watching a legal battle unfold 
and sampling wine and cheese 
made by staff and students. 
 The hands-on activities, 
research displays and lectures 
were all aimed at giving 
visitors a behind-the-scenes 
glimpse at the workings of 
the State’s longest-established 
university.

PIAF	FOCUS	ON	
NOONGAR	CULTURE

With the opening of the 
Lotterywest Film Season 
just weeks away, and the 
announcement of several 
centrepiece events – including 
an epic Black Swan Theatre 

Landscape by Claude Kelly, 
Carrolup 1949 (courtesy of UWA’s 
Berndt Museum of Anthropology)

production of Tom Wright’s 
The Odyssey – energy levels 
are running high in the offices 
of the UWA Perth International 
Arts Festival.
 Noongar culture will be 
the focus of the 2006 Festival 
that will include an exhibition 
of artworks produced by 
Stolen Generation children 
at the Carrolup River Native 
Settlement. Carrolup art from 
UWA’s Berndt Museum of 
Anthropology plus recently 
discovered works from Colgate 
University in New York will 
make this a landmark event 
 In addition the Noongar 
Elders have come together 

to select six Noongar artists 
to develop a creative symbol 
that reflects the connection 
to country. Carol Innes, the 
Festival’s Noongar Projects 
Program Manager, says the 
Ngallak Koort Boodja project 
will make a strong statement 
and command a world stage. 
“With the partnership between 
Yirra Yaakin Aboriginal 
Corporation and the Festival, 
our voices are being heard,” 
she says.
 The Lotterywest film 
season (starting 5 December) 
opens with a World War II 
story, The Rocket Post, about a 
German scientist employed by 

the British to build a rocket to 
transport the mail from Scarp 
Island to the mainland. Film 
season programs and tickets 
will be available from early 
November at all BOCS outlets.

TSUNAMI	RELIEF	
CONCERT

Winthrop Hall will be the 
venue for a Tsunami Relief 
Concert being jointly organised 
by UWA’s School of Music 
and the Society of Professional 
Social Workers. One of the 
highlights of a packed program 
will be the world premier 
of a Lament by composer 
Roger Smalley (see A ‘happy 
accident’ for Australian music), 
performed by UWA’s Darryl 
Poulsen. The concert, which 
will raise funds for children 
in remote coastal areas of Sri 
Lanka, is at 5pm on Sunday 
27 November. (Tickets: phone: 
+61 86488 2051)

FRIENDS	GET	
THEATRICAL

While Dr Michael Chaney 
prepares to assume the role 
of Chancellor, Rose Chaney 
will continue her contribution 
to the University as President 
of the Friends of the UWA 
Grounds group which fosters 
community interest in UWA’s 
National Estate-registered 
gardens. 
 On October 26, members 
will enjoy an afternoon tour 
of the University’s impressive 
suite of theatres that will 
illustrate how our campus 
enriches the cultural life of 
the State it serves.  
 For more information 
about the Friends group, 
contact Judith Edwards on 
+61 8 6488 8541 (or email: 
jedwards@admin.uwa.edu.au)

OUR	MAN	IN	
IVORY	COAST…

UWA graduates get to all 
points of the globe – which 
makes maintaining the 
University’s Graduate 
Database a challenge! 
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IN FOCUS

SCHOLARSHIP	MAKES	A	DIFFERENCE One satisfied graduate 
once wrote to UNIVIEW 
saying: “Congratulations 
on a first class magazine. I 
calculate since graduating I 
have had at least 12 addresses 
and yet you still manage to 
track me down – well done!” 
He’s probably moved several 
times since then, but we’re 
confident he’s still receiving 
UNIVIEW!
 However, as the ‘lost 
graduates’ notice in GRAD 
NEWS indicates, some 
graduates do for one reason or 
another fall off the database. 
However, Science graduate 
Sam Berridge, featured in our 
database notice on page 25 
is far from ‘lost’ – in fact he 
submitted a Grad Brief that 
caught our eye in the June 
issue. 
 Sam graduated in 2002 
and worked as a geologist in 
Mt Magnet before being sent 
by Equigold to the company’s 
first off-shore gold project in 
Ivory Coast.
 “Ivory Coast is possibly 
one of the most prospective 
areas of gold in the world,” 
says Sam. “Next door, in 
Ghana, the mining industry 
has been developing strongly 
for over a century, yet most of 
the gold belt being exploited 
lies in Ivory Coast.” 
 However in recent years a 
coup, a mutiny of troops and 
a rebellion have shaken the 
stability of a country once 
hailed as a model of stability 
in West Africa. The internal 
strife has not subsided and 
United Nations peacekeepers 
currently patrol the buffer 
zone separating the rebel-held 
north and the government-
controlled south. 
 The 2002 troubles erupted 
soon after Sam arrived. 
“When things turned bad it all 
happened quickly,” he recalls. 
“We had to evacuate the 
exploration office and drive 
south to our administrative 
office and residence in 
Abidjan. The situation was 

fairly chaotic and we endured 
five days of self-imposed 
house arrest while the drama 
was played out on the streets. 
The windows were blacked 
out, and we stayed out of 
sight until the Canadian 
Embassy organised a plane 
out of the country. Then there 
was a dash to a US Consulate 
storage depot where an armed 
UN escort took us to the 
airport.”
 Sam returned to Ivory 
Coast in July. With tensions 
still simmering and a 
November election set to stir 
the political situation we’ll 
be following the news out of 
Abidjan with renewed interest. 
Good luck to Sam!

Economic disadvantage, cultural differences, disability or 
a commitment to care for family can all play a role in 
making study difficult for women – which is why UWA was 
determined to tackle this issue and as Mrs Marlena Jeffery, 
wife of WA’s Governor, put it “transform the seed of a good 
idea into a magnificent reality.”
 Mrs Jeffery was speaking at the annual luncheon of 
the UWA Centenary Trust for Women and guests were 
delighted to hear winner Barbara Temperton talking about the 
difference the Trust scholarship had made to her Master of 
Arts in Creative Writing research at UWA’s Albany Centre. 
 “I love poetry,” said Barbara. “I love writing. I love 
research. This MA promised me an ample supply of all three, 
plus the opportunity to be supervised by Dr Dennis Haskell 
whose scholarship and writing I have long admired.”
 The scholarship enabled Barbara to accept a part-time 
position and her project is now almost complete. “I will have 
improved my qualifications, be a better teacher and a better 
writer,” she told her audience. And a publisher has already 
expressed interest in her MA project. 

UWA’s Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor Margaret Seares, 
Professor Dennis Haskell and UWA Centenary Trust for Women 

Scholarship recipient Ms Barbara Temperton

RESEARCHING	A	
CHILLING	CRIME	

There is perhaps no more heart-
rending crime than that which 
turns a father into a killer 
of his children and himself. 
Because it scars so many lives 
– the mother, family members, 
neighbours, community 
agencies and police – such 
deaths are endlessly examined 
to unravel the signs that could 
have been picked up, the 
information that might have 
been shared.
 UWA graduate Carolyn 
Harris Johnson has studied 
Family Court files, police 
records, newspaper reports 
and the haunting insights of 
survivors in her examination of 

the murder-suicide of children 
and a parent following family 
breakdown. The result is 
the UWA Press title Come 
with Daddy, a Study of 
Child Murder-Suicide after 
Separation.
 The author, who completed 
a Master’s degree at UWA 
and is continuing research in 
this area through PhD studies 
(under the supervision of 
Dr Maria Harries of UWA’s 
School of Social and Cultural 
Studies) has been a social 
worker involved in child 
protection. Those who have 
shared their insights with her 
have included mothers who 
have relived their darkest 
hours in the hope of building 
a more comprehensive picture 
of such crimes. 
 “Every case is very 
different, but I think my study 
will dispel at least some of the 
myths,” says Carolyn. “The 
message is that community 
agencies and family members 
need to work collaboratively 
and share information if we 
are going to prevent these 
crimes from occurring.”
 Come with Daddy is 
available from all leading 
book stores.

REGATTA	LAUNCHES	
NEW	COMPLEX

Making full use of its scenic 
riverside setting, UWA 
recently opened a new $2m 
Watersports Complex located 
on the foreshore of Matilda 
Bay. The centre will cater 
for foreshore and river-based 
sport and recreation activities 
including paddling, canoe 
polo, kayaking, triathlons 
and aquathons. The opening 
coincided with the Annual 
Vice-Chancellor’s Cup Rowing 
Regatta. 
 A group that toured the 
complex prior to its opening 
was the Friends of the 
University Rugby Foundation 
which celebrated its fifth 
anniversary at The University 
Club (which is fast becoming 
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IN FOCUS

CONFUCIUS	CENTRE	AT	UWA

Dr Fang Liu in China’s Tibet Autonomous Region

In this issue we explore the burgeoning links between UWA 
and China and the birth of the Confucius Institute (See UWA’s 
China connections).
 One lecturer taking full advantage of the UWA-China 
connection is UWA Business School marketing lecturer Dr 
Fang Liu who is juggling a number of collaborative research 
projects with researchers in China funded by the Ministry of 
Education in China, along with a Business School research 
projects.
 Dr Liu (pictured above) was born and educated in China 
and graduated from Zhongshan University. She completed 
MBA and PhD studies at UWA.  
 “UWA attracted me because it is not only one of the 
best universities in Australia but has a worldwide reputation 
in research and teaching. With Australia-China trade and 
economic relations growing strongly and many Australian 
companies targeting China and Chinese consumers, I believe 
my research on China can provide both theoretical and 
practical support for their entry into the new market. I have 
also conducted cross-cultural research on Australian and 
Chinese consumers to gain a better understanding of market 
differences.”
 Dr Liu was one of 100 delegates recently selected to 
attend the Dragon 100 Young Chinese Leaders Forum which 
involved a study tour of China.

HIGH	PROFILE	SPEAKERS	
FOR	EXTENSION

Reconciling the past; an 
Australian challenge will 
be the theme of a UWA 
Extension lecture by High 
Court judge, Justice Michael 
Kirby, on October 24. Justice 
Kirby will be followed by a 
panel of high profile speakers 
including former Chief 
Justice David Malcolm, Fred 
Chaney of Reconciliation 
Australia, Marlene Jackamarra-
Carnamah (Chairperson of the 
Coalition of Peoples, Dennis 
Eggington (Director of the 
Aboriginal Legal Service, 
Ningala Claynton Yarran, the 
first Aboriginal woman to 
work in the Department of 
Public Prosecutions and UWA’s 
Caroline Wood of Amnesty 
International Australia.
 For details of Extension’s 
spring program, check out 
http://www.extension.uwa.
edu.au

NEW	COURSE	
FOR	ALBANY

Western Australia has its 
fair share of degraded 
landscapes and waterways, 
but the South West also boasts 
some excellent examples of 
restoration ecology – which 

and CALM. Summer placements 
for students with these agencies 
will provide work experience 
and the networks useful for 
careers.
 “We have drawn on the 
expertise of these departments 
in designing the course 
content,” says Dr Cook, a 
Research Fellow at the Centre 
of Excellence in Natural 
Resource Management.  
 Students interested in 
knowing more about the 
course should access the 
website www.albany.uwa.edu.
au or phone the Albany Centre 
on +61 8 9842 0888 or UWA 
Admissions in Perth on +61 8 
6488 2477 (Country Callers:  
1 800 653 050).

ADVANCING	BIOMEDICAL	
RESEARCH

A new state-of-the-art 
biomedical research facility 
will significantly advance 
UWA’s research effort into 
the genetic causes of human 
diseases. The Biomedical 
Research Facility, based at Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital, is 
a joint venture between the 
University and the UWA-
sponsored WA Institute for 
Medical Research. 
 WAIMR director Professor 
Peter Klinken said that the 
facility would help accelerate 
research and allow for the 
production of monoclonal 
antibodies used increasingly 
for diagnosis and treatment 
of B-cell lymphoma, certain 
types of breast cancer, 
rheumatoid arthritis, asthma 
and leukemia.
 UWA Pro Vice-Chancellor 
for Research and Innovation, 
Professor Doug McEachern, 
said the research centre 
encompasses innovative 
design features to allow for 
contemporary research of the 
highest standard. “It is the 
first of three planned facilities 
which will combine to form 
a platform of excellence for 
biomedical research in this 
State,” he said.  

makes the UWA Albany Centre 
the perfect place to launch a 
new degree likely to stir local 
and international interest. 
The Bachelor of Science in 
Restoration Ecology focuses 
on conserving, restoring and 
rehabilitating ecosystems and 
will be offered only in Albany 
from 2006.  
 Professor Peter Davies, 
Director of UWA’s Albany-
based Centre of Excellence 
in Natural Resource 
Management, says that there 
is an acknowledged need for 

such a course and Albany 
is an appropriate location 
“because we have a wealth of 
ecosystems –marine, riverine, 
wetlands, internationally-
recognised biodiversity 
hotspots and national parks 
– on our doorstep.”
 Course Coordinator Dr 
Barbara Cook says that through 
the Centre and the Institute for 
Regional Development, UWA 
had established strong links 
with government agencies such 
as the Departments of Fisheries, 
Agriculture and Environment 

the venue of choice for a host 
of functions).
  The Sports and Recreation 
Association hosted the Rugby 
Friends to pre-dinner drinks 
and they were appropriate 
first guests as the Friends 
initiated the push to develop 
sporting foundations within 
the Association. The Rugby 
Foundation funds academic 
bursaries, scholarships, 
accommodation and attendance 
at Sydney University rugby 
camps.
 In this issue we feature 
UWA graduate John Welborn, 
who recently returned to 
Western Australia to play in 
Western Force’s debut season 
next year (see Graduate 
Profile).
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grADUATE PrOFIlE

UWA 
rugby 

star 
returns

home
John Welborn admits that the tribal aspects of rugby have a strong appeal. The one time UWA Rugby 
captain – and the first and only born and bred Western Australian Wallaby – has been playing at an elite 
level for more than a decade, yet his enthusiasm when describing the strategic battles he has waged on 
rugby fields across the world remains undimmed. That passion will be a vital element in engendering 
the spirit and skill that will launch the debut season of Western Force (WA’s new Super 14 rugby team). 

John Welborn studied Commerce at 
UWA, and when he relocated to Sydney 
in 1993 to pursue playing rugby at 
the highest level, he juggled chartered 
accountancy with ‘the game they play 
in heaven’. When, in 1995, the sport 
turned professional, so did he, playing 
for the Wallabies, the NSW Waratahs, 
Natal in South Africa, Leicester in the 
English league and, more recently, for 
champion French club, Brive. 

He muses that France had seemed 
a nice place to wrap up his rugby 
career – but that was before signing 
up with Western Force, and  bringing 
a family, now fluent in French, back 
home. He and his wife Caroline (also a 
UWA graduate) may miss the foie gras 
and canard that are specialities of the 
Correze region that surrounds Brive, 
but they have happily exchanged these 
for the pleasure of beachside living, 
after being 300 kilometres from the 
ocean. 

John began playing rugby for 
Western Suburbs Under 8s, then moved 
into Australian Rules before resuming 
rugby at Scotch College, because it was 
the rough-and-tumble game favoured 
by his rowing mates. 

“I guess I just enjoy running 
into people!” he says. “I also like 
the collective effort rugby demands, 
which is probably greater than in footy 
which centres more on individual 
skills! In rugby everyone has a position 
– if you’re big and powerful you’ll be 
a forward, if you are a bit of a weasel, 
you’ll be a back. Every position has 
a specific role and so it’s a sport that 
makes every player important – and I 
still enjoy the tactical side of the sport. 
It may look like a brutal battle, but it is 
actually a very structured and strategic 
war of attrition” 

While studying at UWA, the 
Australian Institute of Sport started 
its rugby program and he received 

an AIS Scholarship that saw him 
competing regularly in the higher level 
of competition in the Eastern States. He 
relished the tours that are a tradition in 
rugby, and his taste for travel took him 
to Northampton in the English league 
with the help of a WA Rugby Union 
Scholarship. 

When he returned to WA it was 
clear that to play at the highest level he 
needed to move to the Eastern States. 
Graduating from UWA he packed his 
possessions into an old car and drove 
across the country to Sydney, where he 
joined a firm of chartered accountants. 
“Rugby at that stage was still amateur,” 
he recalls. “But I was very ambitious 
and very passionate about it.” 

John joined the Eastern Suburbs 
club, whose home ground is a short 
jog from Bondi Beach, where he 
immediately made an impression. 
He was first selected for the NSW 
Waratahs in 1994 and was a presence in 
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the second row for the next six seasons 
in the Super 12 competition. In 1996 he 
was selected for the Wallabies, playing 
his debut Test match against South 
Africa in Bloemfontein. There were off 
season stints overseas, in 1997 playing 
for Natal in South Africa’s Currie Cup 
competition and in 1999 playing in the 
Zurich Premiership winning Leicester 
side in the English first division. John 
played his last test for the Wallabies 
against New Zealand in 1999. The 
following year he signed up with Brive 
a famous French rugby town located 
between Toulouse and Bordeaux. 

“After playing at top level in 
Australia for several years, it was time 
for a change,” he recalls. “The kids 
were small and France, while always 
a great attraction, had the extra lure of 
being such a famous rugby country.”

Moving to the northern hemisphere, 
he appreciated the impact of climate 
on the game. “Fields in South Africa 
and Australia are faster and drier so 
the game gets more expansive,” he 
explains. “In France the game becomes 
a combination of French flare in the 
backs and old fashioned brutality in the 
forward play – the level of refereeing 
being not as strict!”

John attributes his exuberantly 
aggressive approach to the game to 
his background. “That’s my breeding 
ground in West Australian rugby – all 
those tough, ugly Kiwis I had to battle 
against!” he recently told a radio 
interviewer. “I obviously picked up a 
method of playing that perhaps puts me 
right on the limit in terms of refereeing. 
It’s also the style of rugby in France. 

“In France, the national characteristic 

of club competition is that it is very 
tribal. Similar to Australia, the sporting 
obsessions are very regional. French 
rugby is centred in the southwest and is 
the passion of towns like Brive, Toulouse, 
Agen, Biarritz, and Castres. So it is town 
against town and, if you are playing at 
home, you are absolutely expected to 
defend the honour of the town. 

“At the 2005 season’s final game 
before we left France, Brive played in 
Bayonne, down in the Basque country. 
Their ground is an ancient medieval 
amphitheatre and it was packed to 
capacity with their supporters who had 
all turned up in traditional dress in 
the town’s sky blue and white colours. 
They sang and chanted and beat 
drums throughout the game. It was 
incredible!”

In July the Welborns returned to 
WA as John took up his contract with 
the Western Force for its debut in next 
year’s Super 14 competition. Securing 
the talent of the 118 kilogram lock 

clearly delighted coach John Mitchell 
who predicted that the UWA graduate 
would be “the West Australian soul of 
the Western Force”, lifting the profile 
of the game and offering wise counsel 
to younger players. 

“I was a great supporter of Perth 
being named as the location for the 
new Australian team,” says John. “It’s 
obviously fantastic for the many rugby 
enthusiasts in WA, but I’m particularly 
pleased that young West Australian 
rugby players can aspire to play at the 
highest level right here in Perth.

“One of our great assets is our 
strong WA sense of identity in sport 
– it’s us against them, whether they 
are from the east or overseas! This 
is just the tribal element you need in 
a game like rugby. That, combined 
with the huge groundswell of support, 
enthusiasm and excitement, will prove 
very important in the year ahead.” 

Given the great brand of running 
rugby on offer from WA’s State team, 
the Perth Gold (winners of this year’s 
Telstra Australian Rugby Shield) and 
the busy schedule of matches, clinics 
and ‘Have-A-Go Rugby’ sessions for 
juniors, that level of enthusiasm can 
only rise. 

John was the guest speaker at a 
recent UWA Rugby Club lunch held at 
the new University Club and entertained 
with memories of playing days on 
Riley Oval, tales of French rugby, and 
the challenges ahead for the Western 
Force. The fact that UWA’s Rugby 
Club is again a competitive force after 
a long period in the wilderness is just 
the icing on the cake as far as this elite 
sportsman is concerned.
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FrOM THE VICE-CHANCEllErY

Our University continues to develop 
and strengthen its international focus, 
recognising that a commitment to 
high quality is inseparable from the 
international outlook of a world-
class university.  Thinking and acting 
globally provides benefits not only for 
our staff, students and graduates, but 
for society more generally.  Indeed, 
such a focus allows our University to be 
a gateway linking Western Australia to 
a vast array of international knowledge 
networks. 

Our aim of achieving international 
excellence encompasses far more than 
attracting overseas students.  It includes 
international student programs, 
student exchanges, offshore delivery 
of programs, internationalisation 
of research, international links, 
benchmarking and the development 
of an international culture throughout 
our curricula.

There have been a number of major 
initiatives on campus in recent months 
(many described in this edition of 
UNIVIEW) which continue to provide 
strong support for our claims of 
international excellence. Notable, for 
example, have been two developments 
which indicate the growing significance 
of our relationship with China:

First, the development of natural 
gas training programs in Australia and 
China linked to a contract to supply 
liquefied natural gas to China (in 

collaboration with Curtin University 
of Technology). A $25 million fund 
for the program has been established 
to support management training; 
specialist training in the gas industry; 
visits to government regulators, gas 
pipeline operators, power stations and 
major industry users of gas; English 
language training and an orientation 
into Australian culture and society; 
and applied projects in a Chinese 
context.

Second, the selection of our 
University by the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China as the 
home of the first Confucius Institute 
in Australia. The Institute will become 
a world-class centre for coordinating, 
facilitating and enhancing China-
related activities. Located within the 
Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Sciences, it will promote teaching of 
Chinese language and culture as well 
as research relating to Chinese culture 
and society in Australia, particularly 
Western Australia.

These developments are matters 
of which the University and the wider 
community should be justifiably 
proud, for it is a clear indication that 
our engagement with China over many 
years is now providing benefits for all 
involved.

Other recent examples of 
international excellence and global 
engagement include the establishment 
of a Centre for Muslim States and 
Societies in response to the emphasis 
on Islam and Muslims globally and 
regionally. This new centre will 
engage in collaborative academic and 
policy-orientated research with other 
Universities and institutions in various 
aspects of Islam and Muslim societies.

Further, the research capacity of 
our University has been enhanced with 
the news that we will lead a new 
Australia Research Council Centre of 
Excellence in Plant Energy Biology; 
and will be a partner in both the 
Centre for Excellence in Antimatter-

Matter Studies and the Centre for 
Excellence in Vision Science.  The 
University has also been chosen to 
host its third Federation Fellow.  The 
latest of these prestigious Australian 
research fellowships was presented to 
Professor Mark Randolph to continue 
his internationally renowned work on 
geotechnical engineering solutions for 
deep-water oil and gas developments.

As well, the University will host two 
Western Australian Premier’s Research 
Fellows: Professor Klaus Regenauer-
Lieb (from Johannes Gutenberg 
University) whose primary research 
field is mathematical geophysics and 
computational geodynamics; and Dr 
Ian Small (head of the Plant Genomics 
Research Unit at the National Institute 
of Agricultural Research in France) 
whose primary research field is 
molecular biology. Dr Small will head 
the UWA Centre of Excellence in 
Plant Energy Biology.

These initiatives and many more 
provide our University with outstanding 
new opportunities for scholarship and 
research, ultimately benefiting our 
students, graduates and society as a 
whole.  I believe they are also clear 
evidence of the fact that we do not just 
talk about international excellence; we 
do in fact achieve it.

alan robson
vice-Chancellor

achieving International excellence
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NIgHTINgAlES IN FrANCE

Nightingales in
France

When UWA Honorary Research 
Fellow Dr Rosemary Lancaster 
was presented with a collection 
of bundled letters and faded 
diaries by an Australian War 
Memorial curator, she sensed 
that she was about to unearth 
stories too long overlooked that 
deserved to be part of the history 
of Australia’s involvement in 
some of the bloodiest battles 
of World War 1. The researcher 
from UWA’s School of European 
Languages was right. 

As she leafed through the 
material it provided an intimate 
insight into the wartime lives of 
some of the Australian nurses 
(mostly young, all unmarried) 
who served in France. More than 
two thousand Australian women 
worked in hospitals close to 
various theatres of war during 
the years 1914 – 1918. Like all 
Australian troops involved in 
the Great War, they volunteered 
their services to the ‘Mother 
Country’. 

After initial training in Egypt and a baptism of fire in 
Gallipoli, many Anzacs found themselves fighting the 
Germans on the Western Front in France. They faced 
relentless bombardment, the protracted horror of trench 
warfare and the insidious advance of gas clouds that burned 
their lungs and blinded them – chlorine gas was first used 
by the Germans in France. It would later be said that the 
red poppies blooming in the fields of Belgium and France 

“In France we see the acutest work and 
the havoc the war plays on our precious 
human lives. It’s very sad to see and 
while we are doing our level best to 
restore life – there in the distance (and 
especially at night) is the continual 
boom boom booming from the great 
guns which bring more suffering and 
sadness. I’ve given over thinking now 
and just do what each day might bring 
forth. The world just seems topsy turvy. 
I dream of the peaceful lives we lived 
before the war and wonder if Australia 
is the same peaceful land – of course 
I know it must be changed somewhat 
with all the sorrow.” 

Sister Anne Donnell (pictured left), 
Third Australian Hospital, France, 1917 

(National Library of Australia manuscript)

Photos: Ruins at Ypres, stretcher party on Western Front, 1917, and Third 
Australian Field Ambulence station from the book Western Front 1917-
1918, The Cost of Victory (Time-Life Books, Australia in association with 
John Ferguson, Sydney. Sister Anne Donnell from Nightingales in the Mud 
by Marianne Barker, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1989.
Overleaf: Australians at War – World War I by Robert Hillman, published 
by Echidna Books.

were stained by the blood of the 
fallen. 

Confronting relentless waves 
of horrifically injured troops 
were nurses from Britain and 
France and all the dominions of 
the vast British Empire. 

The Australian nurses were 
generally in their 20s. They 
had seen the opportunity to 
serve their country as a chance 
to also discover places they 
had only read about: Egypt, 
Burma, France, Belgium and 
India. They received what 
Dr Lancaster describes as 
‘an excellent Florence Night-
ingale’ training and indeed 
these Australian ‘Nightingales’ 
were sometimes critical of the 
medical and nursing standards 
they confronted in Europe. 

Initially the nurses were 
despatched to Egypt where the 
wounded from Gallipoli had 
been evacuated. Later (after a 
crash course in French) many 

were sent to the Western Front that stretched 650 kilometres 
from the English Channel to the Swiss border. 

by Trea Wiltshire
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“The nurses had very little understanding of what it would be 
like in the Somme, where Australian soldiers were concentrated 
in 1916 (as the front moved back and forth with the capture and 
loss of French towns) and again in 1918, when the Germans 
were finally repelled,” says Dr Lancaster. 

“The nurses found themselves practising medicine for which 
they were totally unprepared – amputations, head wounds, gas 
asphyxiation, septicemia, 
rashes from lice, trench 
foot and shell-shock. 

“They dressed wounds 
in the morning and then 
assisted with operations at 
base or general hospitals, 
sometimes working until 
one in the morning. Some 
were deployed in casualty 
clearance stations where 
cases were assessed and 
where as many as 600 
soldiers might arrive in a 
single night. Some came 
in on stretchers others 
crawled, hobbled or 
limped in. 

“The lightly wounded 
were top priority – they 
were patched up and 
sent back to the trenches. 
The hopeless were given 
morphine to ease a painful 
death while the seriously 
wounded were evacuated to hospitals run by the Australians, 
British, French and Canadians. Apart from nursing duties 
they would feed patients at the bedside and listen to their 
stories, write letters for the wounded, inform families of 
deaths, organise concerts and attend funerals. 

“They usually wrote their diaries or letters when, as 
they frequently remarked, they were cold and exhausted, but 
their writing has a spontaneity and freshness – it provides 
an on-the-spot record, with flashes of insight and a wealth 
of small detail about day-to-day lives. Despite the fact that 
they were so tired and overworked, it is clear that the nurses 
appreciated the historical immediacy and significance of 
what they were writing – perhaps as a record for the children 
they might have or for posterity.” 

The war had plucked them from the certainties of 
everyday life in Australia and plunged them into makeshift 
tent hospitals not far from the battle fields. What astonished 
Dr Lancaster was that alongside the carnage they witnessed 
daily, the nurses also noted the passage of seasons, the rich 
colours of the countryside rising beyond towns reduced 
to rubble and the joyous sounds of birdsong – “things 
untouched by the war, that they could seize upon for a 
minute,” explains Dr Lancaster.

Matron Ethel Gray loved the skylarks that soared up 
from the ground, their song still audible after they had 
disappeared amongst the clouds. “The boys from the front 
tell us that even when a bombardment is on, the little lark 

sings just the same, the guns do not frighten him at all, which 
is really wonderful,” she wrote.

“These girls had never seen larks or tulips or snow,” 
says Dr Lancaster. “So when their water jugs froze and their 
boots were iced over, they were still excited by the fact that it 
was snowing! They were curious, young and adventurous.”

Dr Lancaster was particularly interested in how the 
nurses spent their off-
duty time – the excursions 
they enjoyed on rare days 
off or on leave, the trips 
to the opera or casinos 
in Monte Carlo where 
they were provided with 
accommodation in villas.

The spirited Elsie 
Trantor, who was 22 
and became a singular 
voice in Dr Lancaster’s 
research, wrote a 250 
page diary. She recorded 
‘lorry-hopping’ (strictly 
forbidden) which saw off-
duty nurses catching lifts 
into the next town in lorries 
driven by troops.The 
girls particularly enjoyed 
‘ordinary’ outings like 
having tea and cakes, and 
Elsie wrote of persuading a 
French woman to shampoo 
her hair.

“I made my request in the best French I could. Madam 
assured me she had never in her life shampooed anyone’s 
hair. After a little persuasion she agreed to do her best and 
led me through to her kitchen. The operation was soon in full 
swing…” As her hair dried in front of an open oven, Madam 
brought out a large book in which important events in the 
family history was recorded. She wrote: “Aujourd’hui j’ai 
lavé la tete de l’Australienne.”

Another distinctive voice in Dr Lancaster’s research is 
that of Sister Anne Donnell who wrote that the enjoyment 
of a full moon on a warm autumn night was marred by the 
dangers presented by the clear conditions: “It’s a beautiful 
night for Fritz,” warned the troops. The Germans, she noted, 
were targeting the hospital and during air raids, restless 
searchlights scanned the sky and shrapnel was “pattering 
down like raindrops”. 

Anne particularly enjoyed visiting a nearby town and “a 
beautiful hand-worked lace shop where a charming French 
woman and her daughter go to such a lot of trouble to show 
us their pretty things. We do enjoy it and it helps us forget 
for the time being…” 

After enduring two horrendous raids in September of 
1917, she was sent to the Riviera to convalesce from over-
tiredness. “I feel I have been lifted out of the depths of hell 
to the Garden of Paradise,” she wrote. During an opera house 
performance, a German air raid blackened the theatre and 
the audience began to panic. Then the orchestra began to 

While two referendums on conscription would 
be defeated in Australia, at the outbreak of war 
there were no shortages of volunteers at Australian 
recruiting stations. Half of the nation’s fit young men 
(aged 18 – 25) volunteered and when reports of their 
courage at Gallipoli and the Somme reached home, 
recruits multiplied. Australia was the only nation in 
the war with an army entirely made up of volunteers. 
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play La Marseillaise. “That saved the situation,” she wrote. 
“All stood up – the performers came forward and I have 
never heard anything quite so wonderful as the singing of 
that when all those hundreds of people relieved their pent 
up feelings with soul, heart and voice…”  

Another nurse wrote of discovering a town in ruins with 
not a single house standing. Along with a companion she 
made her way to what had been the 
cathedral. “There were bits of a wall 
here and there left standing with 
mosaic remains but little else, bits of 
marble here and there, in one place 
just the head of a statue. I picked 
up just a few pieces for souvenirs. 
Underneath part of the walls a quiet 
pretty stream runs…” They sat 
among the bleak ruins, sharing their 
thermos of tea and biscuits with two 
American soldiers. 

By the time the historic 
communiqué: ‘All quiet on the 
Western Front’, was announced on 11 
November 1918, sixty-five percent 
of Australian servicemen involved 
in the fighting had been killed or 
wounded – the highest percentage of 
casualties of any nation that fought. 
Twenty-nine nurses died in overseas 
service and 385 were decorated. 

While the price the nation paid 
was high, Sister Nellie Crommelin’s 
patriotic fervour would characterise 
the response of many nurses. 

“We are entering our third year in France,” she wrote, 
“and I am proud and glad of my service here. I do not regret 
any of the time here. I shall remember it all my days … 
and I shall never cease to feel grateful to our splendid Red 
Cross for allowing me to come across to this country. What 
of danger and hardships we had had to share with the French 
have only helped to draw us together to strengthen the 
bond between the splendid ancient Nation and the New and 
equally promising country which I am proud to belong to.”

Clearly working with this material has been an affecting 
and rewarding experience for Dr Lancaster. 

“Reading the nurses letters and diaries one feels utterly 
humbled by their young pluck and compassion for others,” 
says Dr Lancaster. “These were girls you have to admire and 
I feel it is timely that they should get some recognition. For 
so long these letters and diaries have been locked away. Now 

their stories can pass into history and 
speak to us across time.”

Dr Lancaster’s research on the 
Australian nurses in France will form 
a chapter in a forthcoming book she 
is writing on an even broader canvas. 
Due to be published by UWA Press 
in 2007, the book will examine the 
writing of Australian women who 
travelled to France between 1880 and 
1950 and documented or fictionalised 
their experiences of French culture in 
a variety of literary genres. 

Earlier this year, Dr Lancaster 
gave a talk to members of the 
UWA Friends of the Library on the 
nurses who served in the Somme, 
where there are now more than 400 
cemeteries. In May next year she will 
present a paper at the Women and 
War conference which will be part 
of the 9th Biennial Women In French 
conference. being organised through 
Lancaster University and Oxford 
Brookes and being held in Leeds in 

the United Kingdom.
Dr Lancaster was previously a Senior Lecturer and 

Convenor of French Studies, teaching language and literature. 
This year she was one of three academics honoured 
by the French Government. Dr Lancaster, Mrs Noelene 
Bloomfield and Associate Professor Beverley Noakes (all 
Honorary Research Fellows at UWA) were presented with 
the Chevalier de l’Ordre des Palmes Académiques, an 
award for outstanding service to French education that was 
initiated by the Emperor Napoleon in 1808.

“Today I had to assist at ten 
amputations one after another. It 
is frightfully nerve racking work. 
I seem to hear that wretched saw 
at work whenever I try to sleep. 
We see the most ghastly wounds 
and are all day long inhaling the 
odour of gas gangrene. How these 
boys suffer! This war is absolute 
hell. We see and hear all day 
and every day the results of its 
frightfulness. We can hear the guns 
quite plainly here. Dame nature 
is treating us to a feast of beauty 
in the outside world. Flowers are 
everywhere. Never have I seen such 
gorgeous tulips all shades, brown, 
gold, red and such perfect blooms.”  

Sister Elsie Tranter.

Keith Cook BEd, MSc, Registered Migration Agent Number 0108109 of 
A & M Australian Migration, is offering this special service to UWA alumni. 

Keith also conducts free seminars in Malaysia and Singapore on
“OPPORTUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA” for Business, Employment,

Retirement, Study, Partner. 

Email: keith@a-maustralianmigration.com.au
Phone: (61 0) 414 360 201  Fax: (61 8) 9593 6307

www.a-maustralianmigration.com.au

FREE
Australian Permanent
Residency Assessment

FREE
Australian Permanent
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��



��

UWA’S CHINA CONNECTION

China’s newly emerging market economy is rising like a phoenix above what was once a 
command economy and Western Australian resources are helping to fuel the nation’s growth. 
However, Western Australia’s links with the People’s Republic of China extend well beyond 
lucrative trade deals. As China moves to make the wider world more aware of its rich cultural 
heritage, our campus has become the site for Australia’s first – and only – Confucius Institute. 

Since the early 1990s China has been emerging as a 
significant regional and global power, its massive market 
potential and low-cost factories making it the world’s 
investment magnet. 

Apart from the Western Australian oil and gas exports 
helping to fuel China’s growth, local companies are exploring 
the market potential of a growing middle class acquiring a 
taste for prime beef, fine wool, and wines. 

China is now WA’s second largest trading partner and 
will eventually become the country in which Australians do 
most of their business. But this State’s links with China go 
well beyond trade. Education provision and collaborative 
research are providing their own valuable ties, adding another 
dimension to a partnership that began with early exports of 
sandalwood to make joss sticks for Chinese temples. 

The recent announcement that the University campus 
had been selected by the People’s Republic of China 
to accommodate Australia’s first Confucius Institute was 
an appropriate acknowledgement of this strengthening 
relationship. The Institute will become a cultural focus for 
ethnic Chinese and the wider community. 

The Confucius Institute, based in the Faculty of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, will be part of the UWA 
Institute for International Development. As part of its 
outreach program, the latter will host an on-going lecture 
series On China: The WA Ambassadors’ Lectures featuring 
the last six Australian Ambassadors to China, the last five 
being UWA graduates (see UWA’s Ambassadors). 

This University was one of the first in Australia to 
introduce Asian Studies units in the 1970s and UWA’s 
Department of Asian Studies, established well over a 
decade ago, has rapidly grown into the most innovative and 
dynamic program in WA.  The University currently offers 
undergraduates, in addition to language units, six China-
specific units in Archaeology, Asian Studies, History and 
Political Science. China is also an important component 
of other units in UWA’s Business School where an Asian 
Business major with a focus on the Chinese economy and 
business is attracting many students. 

With its long experience in the oil and gas industry, 
Western Australia is sharing its skills by providing advanced 
management education for Chinese managers in the industry. 
In collaboration with Curtin University of Technology, the 
UWA Business School has established the Australian Centre 
for Natural Gas Management which took its first cohort of 
students in May 2005. 

Professor Paige Porter, Co-Manager of the Chinese LNG 
Project and Director of the UWA Institute for International 
Development, notes that: “WA and UWA’s long association 
with China and the Chinese is now coming to fruition with 
many projects and programs being established including the 
LNG course and the Confucius Institute.”

Dr Gary Sigley, a Lecturer in Chinese at the Asian Studies 
Centre within UWA’s School of Social and Cultural Studies, 

UWA’s China connections

Photo (above) courtesy FormAsia Books, Hong Kong
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has watched the UWA/China connection strengthening 
since he joined UWA in 1996.

“The Chinese presence has always been strong at 
UWA, with descendants from the Chinese diaspora in 
South East Asia making up a large contingent of our 
students,” says Dr Gary Sigley. “For academics with an 
interest in China, this is a 
good time to be at UWA.”  
Dr Sigley studied for a PhD 
in Contemporary Chinese 
Studies at Griffith University 
in Queensland, and then 
spent several years in China 
studying the language and 
doing research.

“UWA currently has 
what are probably the fastest 
growing Asian language 
courses in Australia and the 
Chinese language programs 
are going particularly 
well. However we’d like to 
encourage more secondary 
school students to learn 
Chinese before they begin their studies here. This is where 
the Confucius Institute will play an important role, working 
along with teachers – and members of the local Chung Wah 
Association – to promote interest in studying the language. 
The Association currently runs Saturday language classes 
for some 2000 students from ethnic Chinese backgrounds.” 

Dr Sigley is Vice President of the Chinese Language 
Teachers’ Association of WA and is also on the Syllabus 
Committee for the WA Curriculum Council.  

“The Association is working hard to push for more 
Chinese language teaching 
in WA schools,” he says. 
“Currently there are only 
seven senior schools teaching 
Chinese and a couple of 
primary schools – small 
compared with Indonesian 
and Japanese, the latter being 
the most popular of the Asian 
languages. At present there is 
an annual Mandarin Speaking 
Competition open to students 
at primary, secondary and 
tertiary level and last year for 
the first time it was run by the 
Chinese Language Teachers 
Association and Asian 
Studies at UWA – so we really 
mobilised the teachers.”

Dr Sigley says that local 
interest in studying Japanese 
that began 20 years ago was 
spurred by that country’s 
booming economic links with 
WA. He anticipates that the 

current burgeoning of interest in China will fuel a similar 
expansion of language teaching in schools.

UWA’s Chinese language program is the most 
comprehensive in the State offering 16 units delivered 
in five streams from beginners to native speakers. More 
than 160 students are currently enrolled. The highlight for 

many language students is the 
opportunity to participate in 
in-country language programs 
that offer either semester-
length units in China or eight 
week field study trips during 
summer. UWA’s partners in 
these exchanges are Zhejiang 
University, the Beijing 
Institute of Education and the 
Yunnan University of Finance 
and Economics.  

UWA’s research links with 
China span several decades 
and a range of disciplines 
– from mine safety to fossil 
excavations and a host of 
health-related research. 

Projects currently encompass researchers in the Faculties of 
Engineering, Computing and Mathematics; Life and Physical 
Sciences; Natural and Agricultural Sciences; and Medicine and 
Dentistry. More than a dozen academics are actively involved 
in research on China-related research, including Dr Esta Ungar 
(History), Dr Gary Sigley and Dr Wang Yi (Asian Studies); 
Dr Jie Chen and Dr Sandra Penrose (Political Science); 
Associate Professor Yanrui Wu (Economics); Dr Fang Liu 
(Information Management and Marketing) and  Senior 
Lecturer Alex Gardner (Law). 

The strengthening 
of UWA/China ties is 
concentrated on key high 
quality universities in 
southeast China, generally 
within a triangle defined 
by Shanghai, Nanjing and 
Zhejiang. Western Australia 
has a sister state agreement 
with Zhejiang Province (a 
key partner in the Confucius 
Institute) and is currently 
developing partnerships, 
including a joint plant 
genomics laboratory at 
Zhejiang University that 
involves UWA’s Centre for 
Excellence in Plant Energy 
Biology.  Other relationships 
are being established with 
universities in Guandong.

Recently a UWA Science 
Mission headed by UWA’s 
‘ambassador to China’ 

UWA’s ambassadors 
The last six Australian Ambassadors to the People’s Republic 
of China have all been from Western Australia: the current 
ambassador Alan Thomas, David Irvine, Richard Smith, 
Michael Lightowler, David Sadleir and Ross Garnault. All 
but Mr Garnault are also UWA graduates. 

To take advantage of the University’s association 
with these distinguished graduates and other alumni who 
have played significant roles in forging business and 
cultural links with China, UWA’s Institute for International 
Development initiated an on-going public lecture series: 
On China: The WA Ambassadors’ Lectures.

Last month, Mr David Sadleir presented a lecture 
entitled The Waking Dragon, Rampant, Restless or 
Reasonable? China and its Neighbours in the New 
Century. Mr Sadlier was Ambassador to China from 
1988 – 1991.

The next in the series will feature Mr Michael Lightowler, 
Australian Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China 
from 1991 – 1995. He will deliver his lecture, China – The 
Sleeping Giant Stirs, in the Theatre Auditorium of the 
University Club on 2 December at 6pm. The lecture is open 
to the public. 

continued on page 14

UWA’s China connections
Dr Gary Sigley meets the locals on a visit to China
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‘right time, right 
place, right people!’
Possibly inspired by the success of the long 
established Goethe Institutes and Alliance 
Française, China is hoping to share its rich 
cultural heritage with the wider world by 
establishing some 100 Confucius Institutes 
around the world. 
 When the Confucius Institute at UWA 
opens its doors later this year it will be the 
first in Australia and one of a few already 
established that herald China’s ambitious 
international outreach program. 
 The aim of the Institute is to spread 
knowledge of China’s language and culture. 
Funding will come from the Chinese 
Government, which will supply teachers, 
language-learning software and books. UWA will 
match this support by providing a base for the Institute, 
administrative infrastructure and enthusiastic support on 
many fronts. 

The Confucius Institute will be a major asset for this 
University and the State. The agenda of public programs 
will extend well beyond the campus bringing together 
members of the ethnic Chinese community, Chinese 
language teachers, schools, local universities, the business 
sector and first-generation Australians who want to stay in 
touch with their parents’ culture and language.

When a delegation from the Chinese Embassy visited 
UWA earlier this year, members were clearly impressed 
with the support that UWA would be able to provide for 
such an institute. Says Gary Sigley: “The delegation leader, 
Professor Shuanggu Zhang, said on the spot: ‘Right time, 
right place, right people!’ and after that everything came 
together.”

The Institute will be accredited to run the Chinese 
Government’s official language proficiency examination 
and will conduct language and culture classes that will 
attract members of the wider community. Teachers of 
Chinese language in WA will be able to upgrade their 

skills with professional development courses and members 
of the business community will be able to participate 
in short courses that expose them to the language and 
etiquette of doing business in China. 

Says Dr David Bouchier, Head of Asian Studies: 
“There are a lot of people out there thinking about getting 
into China, but if you are a small enterprise it can be a bit 
intimidating. We see our role as working with The Chung 
Wah Association and the Chinese Chamber of Commerce 
to raise awareness of the value of studying the language 
and getting to know about the culture and economy of this 
emerging global power.”

And in doing this, Gary Sigley says we have a great 
asset – the strong and large Chinese community. “UWA 
also has many ethnic Chinese students from Singapore, 
Malaysia, Hong Kong and Christmas Island, and a wide 
circle of alumni with whom we are keen to keep in touch 
(see Make YOUR connection). We feel that if we can bring 
all these people together to participate in the Confucius 
Institute, it will have a huge impact.”  

If you would like to know more about the Confucius 
Institute, visit the website: www.confuciusinstitute.uwa.
edu.au

Dr Desmond Williams of the Australia China Business Council, Chinese Ambassador 
to Australia Fu Ying and Australian Ambassador to China Alan Thomas at Woodside 
Petroleum offices in Perth. (Photo: The West Australian)

Professor George Stewart, Dean of the Faculty of Life 
and Physical Sciences, discussed a range of science 
partnerships. In the pipeline are short-term study 
programs for visiting Zhejiang students, academic and 
student exchanges, a proposed science communication 
training workshop for Chinese scientists, a visit by 
academics within the Faculty of Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences, nanotechnology exchanges 
and collaborations in microbiology, audiology and 
pharmacy. 

Professor Stewart sees big potential for research 
collaborations “which we have only just started to tap”.

continued from page 13

Make YOUr connection
If you would like to know more about the development 
of Chinese studies at UWA and the Confucius Institute 
at UWA, please contact confucius.institute@uwa.edu.au. 
The Confucius Institute is keen to make contact with 
UWA graduates working in all China-related fields.

Asian Studies at UWA also wishes to keep in touch 
with graduates with an interest and ongoing engagement 
in all manner of Asia-related issues. Please contact 
asian.studies@uwa.edu.au if you would like to receive 
information about social and other activities being 
planned by Asian Studies. 
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UNI CAMP FOr kIDS

Uni Camp for Kids dramatically expanded a 1930s initiative 
by a group of St George’s College students who started The 
East Perth Boys’ Club for under-privileged children. The 
one-night-a-week church hall activity evolved into a summer 
camp for boys who would not otherwise have had a holiday. 
Almost everything was donated – tents and tables came from 
maintenance gangs at the WA Government Railways, food 
vouchers from Boans department store, and biscuits from the 
Fremantle factory of Mills and Wares. 

Apart from breaks during the war years and during the 
1956 polio scare, the camp became an annual fixture on the 
UWA calendar, catering for both boys and girls. Today as in 
the past, enthusiastic students who run the charity not only 
give their time to the picnics and camps, but also to fund-
raising to ensure that they happen. 

Uni Camp for Kids now comprises three day-long picnics 
and three week-long camps. Each camp caters for over 80 
children; however – as its student volunteers point out – the 
number of children participating is limited only by the funds 
raised. 

Ben Park, currently Treasurer of Uni Camp for Kids, 
says: “We need to raise over $70,000 each year to conduct 
the camps – each additional $300 raised means that an 
additional child can be catered for.” 

The club now boasts as many members as most of the 
social clubs on campus – some 750 – and has a committee of 
14. Getting involved, particularly on the committee, means a 

Celebrating

Community service has always been part of UWA’s mission, and the University 
is proud of the fact that many students give their time to charities that better 
the lives of children – in fact Perth’s oldest registered charity was born on campus.

Seventy!

continued on page 20

lot of juggling. The current president, Max Plaisted, is a final 
year engineering student, and Ben Park is researching new 
ways of making infrared detectors as part of his PhD studies 
in electrical engineering. 

Why do they do it? Most members will tell you that they 
like the idea of giving a child, or indeed all the children in a 
family, an outing or holiday that would not otherwise have 
happened. 

“The kids often don’t get to lead a happy childhood 
due to their particular family or personal circumstances,” 
says Ben. “The aim isn’t to try to modify their behaviour 
or enforce any beliefs on them. We just want them to have 
a day or a week where they can really have fun, forget the 
problems which might be facing them in everyday life, and 
just be kids. 

“What keeps the camp leaders such as myself coming 
back each year isn’t just the buzz we get from helping 
less fortunate kids, but also the fun we have in being a kid 
ourselves while doing it!

“Particularly in the camps you have a chance to really 
bond with the kids and sometimes friendships continue long 
after the camps. At least one former volunteer, now a teacher, 
regularly keeps in touch with kids that came to the camps 
he supervised. And one of our recent committee members 
attended a camp as a child – it made a big impression on 
him, so when he came to UWA he wanted to get involved.”

Club members (back) President Max Plaisted, Jamie Birrell, Sam Brophy, (front) Jemima Pope-Brien, Georgia Pickering and Myra Robinson
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CElEbrATINg SEVENTY!

The talk around Uni Camp for Kids today is not only 
about the approaching summer camps, but the marking of 
the club’s 70th anniversary next year.

“We’d really like to use the occasion of the anniversary 
to bring together as many former members as possible for 
a black tie charity ball,” says Ben Park. “For this to be a 
success we are trying to reach as many of our past members 
as possible. We’d love to hear from any members who would 
be interested in helping us to organise this fund-raiser and to 
continue to support the club.”

If you’d like to make contact with the club, or contribute 
to the forthcoming camp, phone +61 8 6488 8763 
(fax: +61 8 6488 2648) or contact Max Plaisted at 
president@ucfk.guild.uwa.edu.au 

UWA graduate Michael Chaney – who becomes UWA 
Chancellor in 2006 – has many fond memories of UWA, 
including volunteering for Uni Camp for Kids. 

Dr Chaney is one many distinguished graduates – such 
as Dr Fiona Stanley and Emeritus Professor Max Kamien 
– who volunteered for 
Perth’s oldest registered 
charity, one of the many 
campus clubs that come 
under the umbrella of 
the UWA Guild.

Dr Chaney has 
particularly fond 
memories of a 1960s 
camp – not only 
because he liked the 
idea of brightening the 
lives of children, but 
also because he met his 
wife Rose during the 
camp. 

“We were at 
Yanchep National Park 
for the day,” he recalls 
with obvious pleasure, “and as we walked past the lake there 
was Rose standing there, looking gorgeous, and she offered 
me a Monte Carlo Cream – which I gladly accepted! She 
was recently quoted as saying that she thought at the time 
that I would be pretty good for the summer…!” (Following 
in her parents’ footsteps, UWA graduate Kate Chaney also 
became a Uni Camp for Kids volunteer 10 years ago – and 
met her law graduate husband, Bill Keane, at the camp!)

Emeritus Professor Max Kamien, an Honorary Senior 
Research Fellow at UWA, who was recently awarded Life 
Fellowship by the Royal Australian College of General 
Practitioners, was a camp leader during the 1950s. He 
recalls that his involvement began by donning a leopard 
skin for the Prosh parade that raised club funds.

“One of our number had a bag of sheep’s eyes which 
he threw to squeamish onlookers – diminishing, I am 
sure, the success of our fundraising. The Daily News ran 
a photo of us captioned: ‘Is this the result of a university 
education?’

“During a camp 
at Busselton, the 
Governor, Sir Charles 
Gairdner, paid a visit 
and when he overheard 
me saying we were 
running short of bread, 
he offered his car 
– it remains the only 
occasion I’ve driven a 
Rolls-Royce!

“Most of the kids 
who came to the later 
camps at Point Peron 
were from severely 
financially and emo-
tionally deprived 
backgrounds. That 
week was probably the 

highlight of their year. The supervising students were an 
altruistic, hard-working, close-knit group. The females were 
a nurturing lot and we male students often wished that they 
would save some of that nurturing for us.” 

Max Kamien later became UWA’s Foundation Professor 
of General Practice. He worked in East Timor, New Guinea, 
Nepal, the Middle and Far East, was a consultant to the 
World Health Organisations and was actively involved in 
launching the Aboriginal Medical Service and the WA 
Centre for Remote and Rural Medicine.

“Some traditions are worth keeping,” he says, “and 
these camps are certainly among them. Uni Camp for Kids 
has been a largely unsung, long-standing jewel in UWA’s 
contribution to the community.” 

Camp fire memories…

Rose and Michael Chaney 
(Photo: The West Australian)

Emeritus Professor Max Kamien
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MUSIC

UWA’s Roger Smalley has won national and 
international recognition during a career that 
has seen him both perform the classics and 
compose challenging ‘new music’ that ventures 
beyond the concert repertoire. Recently he was 
honoured as a State Living Treasure for his 
outstanding contribution as composer, pianist 
and conductor. Today the UWA composer 
works from a studio in the Perth hills. 

When Roger Smalley was invited by the late Sir Frank 
Callaway, founder of the School of Music, to come to 
UWA in 1974, there was not a great deal of ‘new music’ 
happening in Australia. 

While European colleagues speculated how long he 
would survive away from the avant-garde world of new 
music in Europe – a world that had seen his compositions 
performed at the Albert Hall Proms, become one of the first 
composers to be published by Faber Music, and be featured 
in recordings by the BBC and European radio stations 
– Roger Smalley surprised them all by thriving. In fact, he 
found a new sense of freedom as he explored new musical 
possibilities – from didgeridoo to gamelan – that were now 
part of his creative milieu. “I didn’t make a conscious choice 
to come to Australia,” he recalls. “But if I hadn’t liked it, or 
felt stimulated, I wouldn’t have stayed. It was very much a 
happy accident.” And one that continues to reap benefits for 
Western Australian music as the UWA professor produces 
a great diversity of compositions for piano, chamber 
ensembles and orchestra.  

When Professor Smalley turned 60 two years ago 
he performed his piano study, Gamelan, at the Perth 
Concert Hall during a birthday concert that celebrated the 
achievements of a musician whose recording credits are 
as numerous as his commissions from the BBC, the ABC, 
London Sinfonietta, and many others. 

A ‘happy accident’

Professor Smalley, who now composes in the tranquillity 
of a Parkerville studio, began to play the piano at seven and 
was composing pieces a year later. Living in Manchester 
and having the Halle Orchestra and the Henry Watson Music 
Library on his doorstep (“I used to go home with volumes 
of piano music, opera vocals scores…”) clearly served 
to broaden his musical horizons, as did the BBC Third 
Program (“ABC FM without all the chit-chat…”). 

“I operated pretty much on my own,” he recalls. “My 
father was a science teacher, I didn’t know any other 
musicians or composers, and most of my peers were out 
playing football – which my parents would have preferred. I 
went to the Northern School of Music junior program but had 
no idea how good I was. I could have applied to the Royal 
Northern College of Music in Manchester, but that would 
have meant living at home, so I tried the Royal College of 
Music in London, thinking I would never get in.”

From the outset, Roger Smalley was drawn to the new 
music happening on the fringe of the music world, mainly in 
Europe. There was a reluctance to embrace it in England, but 
a second scholarship in 1966 took him to one of new music’s 
creative cauldrons, studying composition in Germany with 
the avant-garde Karlheinz Stockhausen. 

for Australian music

continued on page 26

Professor Roger Smalley. Photo:Robert Garvey 
for the Department of Culture and the Arts
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There is a buzz on campus surrounding the University’s unique collection of Indigenous art 
currently housed in the Berndt Museum of Anthropology. The excitement has much to do with a 
sense that the time is finally right to turn this internationally-recognised collection – which draws 
researchers from across the world – into Australia’s first national museum of Indigenous and Asian 
culture, a move that would enhance the teaching and research benefits for students and the State.

 

The vision: a national 
museum of Indigenous art

The UWA Berndt Museum of Anthropology’s collection is 
internationally acknowledged as one of the finest collections 
of Indigenous and Asian art in Australia – yet, in its present 
home, only one per cent of it can be displayed. 

It has long been recognised that this collection, which has 
drawn works from Indigenous communities across Australia 
and is a resource valued by Indigenous Australians, needs 
a home, and the Sunset Hospital site in Dalkeith is one 
of several locations being considered. Those working and 
planning to turn an ambitious vision into reality are passionate 
that the new museum will be exceptional in every way.

“Building on UWA’s existing reputation for academic 
excellence, we envisage a new kind of museum – a 
vibrant, accessible and interactive museum that celebrates 
the diversity of human creativity and encourages a deeper 
understanding of the phenomenal achievements of Aboriginal 
and Asian culture,” says Liesbeth Goedhart, Manager of 
the University’s Berndt Museum Campaign. “That the 
University has decided the time is right for such a museum 
is an act of foresight and community leadership. 

“I believe it gives voice to what many people in the 
community already believe and feel. Our vision is that the 

museum will have a very strong Indigenous voice with 
the Aboriginal community playing an important role in its 
development.”

Marion Dingo, the Campaign’s Project Officer, said that 
the museum aimed to offer visitors an enduring experience 
that engages the whole being, not just the intellect.

“The Indigenous way of thinking, of looking at the 
world, is very much of the spirit – it is about land, family and 
values. These are integral to the continued performance and 
spiritual wellbeing of Indigenous life where concern with 
respecting and protecting knowledge, beliefs and practices 
are maintained through representation and the teaching of 
Indigenous culture,” says Ms Dingo. 

Ms Goedhart believes that the proposed museum will 
serve and inspire the wider community and attract State 
and Federal interest. “Because of its global significance, 
support is also being sought from international bodies,” she 
says. “Contributors will know that they are helping to create 
an important asset for the State and for Australia’s cultural 
landscape. It is an asset that will also impact on tourism 
– because so many visitors come to this country wanting to 
discover more about Indigenous art and culture.”

Kimberley artists Loongkoonan and Gilgie of Derby
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THE VISION: A NATIONAl MUSEUM OF INDIgENOUS ArT

The museum will also continue 
to have an important teaching and 
research role. The Berndt Museum 
already acts as an important teaching 
centre and research resource 
for UWA students, researchers 
and members of the Aboriginal 
community. The new museum will 
extend this role across a variety 
of disciplines including history, 
linguistics, archaeology, literature, 
architecture, landscape architecture, 
visual arts, medicine and law.

In addition to its Indigenous 
collection, the Berndt Museum 
holds many exceptional Asian art 
treasures, with an emphasis on 
Tibetan Buddhist bronzes and temple 
hangings, as well as art from the Indian sub-continent. 

“We would like to think that the new museum will 
provide a welcoming place for the enjoyment and cultural 
enrichment of the entire community and also a place where 
members of the Aboriginal and Asian communities can 
re-connect with their cultural heritage and take a lead in 
sustaining it,” says Ms Goedhart. 

“A wonderful example of that is the current work 
being done by Curator John Stanton and the staff of the 

Berndt Museum of Anthropology 
in painstakingly putting 35,000 
photographs into digital format 
– for the purpose of exhibiting 
them, but also to help re-unite 
Aboriginal families. Such museum 
projects have not only artistic merit 
but tremendously positive social 
outcomes as well.”  

Over the next few months, 
the final vision for the museum 
will coalesce, with Indigenous 
communities being consulted and 
their feedback used as the building 
blocks for strategic planning.

The campaign has had a great 
head start with the generous bequest 
of Dr Harold Schenberg and initial 

feedback for the project from prospective supporters has 
been incredibly positive.

If you would like to know more about the campaign 
project, contact Liesbeth Goedhart on +61 8 6488 4204 or 
lgoedhart@admin.uwa.edu.au

Note: The Berndt Museum of Anthropology is open 
Monday and Wednesday from 2 – 4.30pm and on Friday 
from 10am – 2pm. Entrance is free. Phone +61 8 6488 2854. 
Website: http://www.berndt.uwa.edu.au

Liesbeth Goedhart, 
Manager of the Berndt Museum Campaign

New Pathway To UWA
There is a new pathway for international students wishing to 
study at UWA and it begins operations in 2006. 

The UWA Foundation College which will be based in 
the beautiful 1902 Claremont buildings that were Western 
Australia’s first teachers’ training college. 

This classic complex acquired by UWA joins a suite of 
heritage buildings belonging to the State’s longest established 
university. The Claremont buildings will accommodate 
international students keen to master the subjects, English 
language skills and study skills necessary to gain the scores 
that will secure them a place at this University. 

Once described as ‘the campus that never stood still’ the 
Claremont buildings are being refurbished to launch them on 
a new lease of life.  

Professor Paige Porter, Director of the UWA Institute for 
International Development, says that the site is ideal for the 
UWA Foundation College, being an established educational 
facility only five minutes from the main campus. 

“This site allows us to realise a long term goal of 
establishing such a college,” she says. “At present we accept 
international students, both directly and from other foundation 
colleges, but by having our own program we can control the 
curriculum and entry standards. The college provides a new 
route into UWA studies that doesn’t exist at present and will 
allow us to market the University more widely internationally, 
particularly in countries where pathways are needed to move 
from local schooling into this University.

“International students requiring preparation to gain 
entry to UWA undergraduate courses will know exactly 
what a particular faculty requires and this early study 
experience in the Australian environment will increase their 
skills and confidence and make their undergraduate studies 
more enjoyable. Recent research indicates that international 
students who go through foundation programs are more 
likely to gain entry to the university of their choice.”

The UWA Foundation College will accept its first 
students in 2006 and the eventual student population will rise 
to about 500. Residential accommodation will be available at 
University colleges and through home stays. It is anticipated 
that students most interested in enrolling will come from 
Southeast Asia and China, India and the Middle East. 

For more information about the UWA Foundation 
College contact Professor Porter on +61 8 6488 3017 or 
paige.porter@uwa.edu.au

The 1902 complex that will be home to the UWA Foundation College 
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As a secondary school student did you 
have a clear idea of what 
you wanted to study?
There was no doubt that I 
had a great affinity towards 
mathematics and science at 
secondary school.  This was 
evident from my primary 
school days, particularly in 
respect of mathematics.  I 
also was interested in how 
things worked and in building 
models of machines, bridges 
and buildings – my family will 
tell you that I had access to a 
number of Meccano model sets 
available at the time. As such, 
engineering appealed to me with 
its strong maths/science basis, the 
opportunity to build things, to be creative and, in particular, 
to make things work.  That appeal remains with me to this 
day.  This seemed to be a natural extension of my studies and 
a natural progression towards my professional career.
Almost ironically, I was to become a civil engineer with a 
general interest in structural engineering and the design and 
construction of bridges in particular.

When you were studying at UWA, how did you view your 
future career?  Did you have a game plan?
While I clearly wanted to become an engineer, the future 
was never entirely clear.  As I became engrossed in the 
course, it was very evident that I enjoyed the analysis and 
design elements more.  So, if anything, design seemed to 
be the way to go, even though I did not have any particular 
plans in mind.  Research also appealed to me – learning 
and discovery were, on reflection, hidden passions that 
I had.  
If I had a game plan, it was to complete my degree, work for a 
short while, and then travel overseas for postgraduate studies, 

Agapitos Michael, later known as Jack, arrived in Western Australia in the 1890s to 
try his luck in the new world. He served his adopted country in World War i and later 
died leaving a widow and a family of eight, including three children under 10 years 
old. Now, one of his sons, Dr Ken Michael – who is equally proud of his Australian 
and greek heritage – has been appointed WA’s next governor. Currently Chancellor 
of UWA, Dr Michael will assume his new post in January when he and his wife Julie 
move into government House. The UWA graduate has had a distinguished career as 
an engineer. Dr Michael served as Commissioner of Main roads, as public service 
Commissioner, as independent regulator of both gas pipelines Access and rail Access 
and is currently a member of the Economic regulation Authority. He is chairman of 
both the Western Australian Museum and of the East perth redevelopment Authority, 
is a member of the rotary Club of perth and is a Board member of the Cancer Council 
of WA. He has served on many public bodies and is the recipient of a string of awards 
(including Order of Australia, Citizen of the Year, and Centenary of Federation Medal) 
for service to the public, engineering and the greek community. 

without a 
clear idea 

of where 
to go, other 

than the UK, 
or what to 

do, other than 
something to do 

with analysis and 
design.

I also met my future 
wife Julie in second 

year and she was to 
become an integral part 

of my plan, particularly 
in travelling overseas.  

So, I guess that was my focus at the time – to work, get 
married (now for 41 years) and travel.  While that was the 
objective, the journey to get there obviously had its own 
difficulties and interests.

Apart from studies, what were your interests/involvements 
at UWA?
I made some very good friends at UWA and they remain my 
good friends to this day.  In those days – I graduated in 1961 
– we were receiving lectures at the Shenton House Building, 
now the School of Indigenous Studies.  It so happened that 
the engineering group, quite small by comparison in those 
days, was a closely knit group.
Although I played cricket at the time, my standard was not 
up to trying for a team at UWA.  Instead I played for a local 
community group for many years.  I still have a keen interest 
in cricket, but clearly as a spectator now.
I was a member of the University Engineers Club (UEC) and 
in my final year of study I was elected as Vice President.  On 
one occasion I was co-editor of the engineering magazine 
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Non Loqui, although I distinctly remember the other co-
editor at the time doing most of the work.  Still, both of these 
roles allowed me to get much closer to student activities and 
the opportunity to make some contribution in whatever form 
it did take.

What are the qualities you acknowledge in yourself that 
are strengths in your present role?
This is always a difficult question to ask of yourself.  I could 
start by stating that I have a keen thirst for knowledge, learning 
and understanding.  I seem to have the capacity to work on a 
number of activities/challenges concurrently.  This gives me 
the opportunity to take on a variety of roles, all of which I 
thoroughly enjoy.  I also believe I have a strategic focus and do 
my best not to lose sight of the goal being pursued.
Whatever the task may be, I apply consistently a simple 
framework of guiding principles and values which I do my best 
to follow at all times.  Such principles respond to questions 
such as why I am doing this, what am I trying to achieve, 
what are the risks, how will I get there, how will I know and 
what lessons have I learned.  Anyone reading these will rightly 
respond that this is no more than simply stating what business 
process is all about, greatly simplified at that.  But this is only 
part of the task.  Choosing the right people with the right skills 
and effective communication at all levels are fundamental to 
the process.  I am very conscious of these.
However, the key for me is to apply these principles in 
delivering a successful outcome in an ethical environment 
of integrity, trust and respect.  I often refer to these values as 
the “glue”, which binds the team or organisation together, so 
that everyone is working towards a clearly set common goal.  
My principal strength, in my view, is leading/working with 
people to make this happen.

What is your working day like and how do you relax?
I guess relaxing is something I do not manage very well.  My 
working day can be very busy.  I chair three bodies and am 
involved in four others, all of which have their own activity 
based set of committees and working groups.  They are both 
business and community focused, so the variety is itself a 
form of relaxation, applying the old adage that a “change is 
as good as a holiday”.  I accept that this is not sustainable, 
so I look for other measures to relax.
I like reading and I enjoy watching sport of all types.  I try to 
manage my time carefully, particularly by trying to block out 
some time to take a break or simply to spend time with the 
family – we have two children, both of whom are married, 
and three grandchildren, ranging from three months (twin 
grandsons) to a grandson just over two years old.
My difficulty is that I enjoy working and do not take these 
breaks often enough.  I am working on a plan to address this 
by extending the range of my activities to create a number 
of relaxing opportunities.  However, I am also conscious of 
the fact that I have said this before!

Do you still have close ties with UWA?
I have always maintained close links with UWA over the 
years, particularly through the group of friends I made there.  
My main links during my working career in the past have 

been with the engineering faculty.  The communication links 
provided by UWA, such as through Uniview, have always 
been critical elements in keeping me informed.   I believe 
UWA does this very well.
The ties with UWA increased dramatically for me when I 
became a member of the Senate in 1998, then Pro Chancellor 
and finally the privilege of serving as Chancellor since 2001.  
So I can proudly say that I still have close ties with UWA. 

What does the future hold?
What can I say?  With the announcement by the Premier on 
the Foundation Day holiday earlier this year that I would be 
the next Governor of Western Australia in January 2006, life 
is set to become dramatically different, yet very exciting, 
for Julie and me.  The opportunity to serve the State in this 
capacity is clearly a deep honour and great privilege.
I strongly support community activities in whatever way I 
can.  This new role gives us both the opportunity to do so in 
a more direct way.
Julie and I are looking forward to our respective new roles with 
immense pride and particularly looking forward to making a 
positive contribution to Western Australia and its people.  My 
link to UWA will continue as Visitor to the University, as will 
be the case with other universities as well. 
The future will unfold in time, but there is still much to do 
before our exciting new roles begin next January and we are 
thoroughly enjoying the preparations towards this time.

“Whatever happened 
to Sam berridge?

I heard he was looking for gold in Africa?”
The University of Western 
Australia’s database is 
impressive and it’s growing 
all the time. We keep in 
touch with well over 50,000 
graduates, and help them to 
keep in touch. In every issue 
of UNIVIEW you can check 
out the GRAD BRIEFS and 
let former colleagues know 

where you are and what you are doing. 
UNIVIEW is sent to all UWA graduates, wherever 

they live in the world. If you know of any graduates who 
don’t receive UNIVIEW but would like to, please suggest 
that they let us know their current address and we’ll add 
their names to a database. 

To change an address or submit a GRAD BRIEF 
contact Terry Larder on +61 8 6488 1914 (email: terry.
larder@uwa.edu.au). 

We are happy to use photos with material submitted 
and to return them to you after publication. Please don’t 
send photocopied photos. If you send electronic photos, 
make sure they are at least 300 dpi.

For news on Sam Berridge see Our man in Ivory 
Coast in In Focus.
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A ‘HAPPY ACCIDENT’ FOr AUSTrAlIAN MUSIC

On his return, “born aloft by the optimism of youth”, 
he sent a composition to Faber which had just started 
publishing music, and became one of the first composers 
signed up by the company. 

“I had written a missa brevis [a modest mass] for 
unaccompanied choir and a very good new music choir 
performed it in a church where it was heard by a man 
from Faber. That piece went on to be performed at a BBC 
Promenade Concert at the Albert Hall. After that everything 
happened quite quickly,” he recalls. “At 
the time William Glock was running 
BBC3’s music and, having a European 
orientation, he was a key figure in 
the development of new music. He 
brought Pierre Boulez to conduct the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra and gave a 
lot of air time to Schoenberg and von 
Webern. Being in London in the ‘60s 
was incredible!” 

In 1970, having won several 
contemporary music prizes, Roger 
Smalley became Artist-in-Residence at 
King’s College, Cambridge and formed 
his own semi-improvisionational 
group, Intermodulation, which won a 
considerable reputation, However, life 
was a financial struggle despite a busy 
schedule of composing, performing, 
teaching and writing music reviews. 

When, during a visit to London, 
UWA’s head of music Frank Callaway invited Roger 
Smalley to tea – and to become Artist-in-Residence at the 
School of Music in 1974. Sir Frank would later describe 
him as “an outstanding contributor to Australia’s musical 
life”. 

“Frank was always travelling to conferences, keeping 
an eye out for people he could invite to UWA,” recalls 
Professor Smalley. “On arrival in Perth I was immediately 
impressed that in a town of this size there was a ballet and 
an opera company, a concert hall and a University that put 
on an enormous number of concerts. 

“While Australians at the time may have felt insecure 
about new music, there was a body of composers – 
including Peter Sculthorpe and Ross Edwards – who were 
turning their backs on Europe and developing their own 
viable musical alternatives.” 

Roger Smalley returned to the UK but Frank Callaway 
would not allow this inspirational composer to be lost to 
WA. A research fellowship was offered in 1976 and when 
the School’s piano and composition teachers left, Roger 
stepped into their places and continues to teach both 
composition and twentieth century music history.

When Western Australia was considering its contribution 
to Australia’s Bicentennial celebrations in 1988, Roger 
Smalley was the obvious choice to compose a musical 
epic for the WA Youth Orchestra’s performance at the 

Concert Hall. Southland with its blend of text and poetry, 
didgeridoo and gamelan, skilfully captured the essence 
of Australia’s largest state, its enduring laments and its 
resounding achievements. 

Recently Professor Smalley has focussed on writing 
for chamber music and ensemble groups, including the 
Australian String Quartet. He also continues to share his 
skills and experience with music students majoring in 
composition. “While you can teach people how to execute 
various musical devices – such as the canon – or the 
technique of writing in forms,” he acknowledges, “you 
can’t teach them to have wonderfully interesting musical 

ideas. They have to come up with 
these themselves.”

Today three or four composition 
students might graduate each year 
from the School, and their professor 
does not underplay the challenging 
road ahead. 

“It is no easier making a living 
today,” warns Professor Smalley.  
“You inevitably ally composing with 
teaching, even if you are a Peter 
Sculthorpe – only last year did he 
stop teaching at Sydney University!  
However, there are more paths a 
composer can take these days, and a 
wider range of options – such as sound 
tracks, computer music, installations 
– plus more artistic collaborations that 
require a sound environment.”

This year promises to be a busy one 
for Professor Smalley. The University 

Music Society’s first concert in April featured the premier 
of a set of his piano compositions Three Studies in Black 
and White played by Emily Green Armytage.

Professor Smalley says that, for the composer of new 
music, these are challenging times. 

“We are in an interesting period because the whole 
avant garde stream of the ‘60s that I was brought up with 
has been swept to one side by minimalism and the new 
simplicity. The most popular new music composers these 
days are no longer the most advanced. There is a tendency 
to view the whole avant garde movement as a massive 
aberration. This is not a philosophy to which I subscribe 
because I believe new music must be challenging. 
Once people start talking in terms of sending people 
away from a concert whistling the tunes, you have lost 
it completely!  It is also an attitude that underestimates 
audiences.” 

Clearly the passion that Roger Smalley brought to 
UWA thirty years ago is alive and well!

Earlier this year, Professor Smalley joined others 
associated with UWA to be honoured as State Living 
Treasures. The awards were initiated in 1998 to honour 
outstanding Western Australian creative artists. Other 
recipients of this highly regarded award include poet Fay 
Zwicky (former senior lecturer at UWA) and the late 
author and lecturer Peter Cowan.

“There is a tendency to 
view the whole avant garde 

movement as a massive 
aberration. This is not 
a philosophy to which 
I subscribe because I 

believe new music must be 
challenging. Once people start 

talking in terms of sending 
people away from a concert 

whistling the tunes, you have 
lost it completely!  It is also an 

attitude that underestimates 
audiences.”

A ‘happy accident’ for Australian music
continued from page 21
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This wonderful, engineering, life
Born in the year the ambitious Sydney Harbour Bridge was completed, Dr John Wager (FIEAust., 
CPEng) seemed destined to become an engineer. The former Dean of the Faculty of Engineering 
– who has had a 40 year association with UWA – sees engineers as artists. Dr Wager, who 
will be guest speaker at the 2005 UWAGA 50th Reunion*, talks to Rita Clarke about his life. 

As long as he can 
remember, John Wager 
has been interested in 
travel and the machines 
which make that travel 
possible. It’s not hard to 
imagine him as a young 
whippersnapper in the 
late 1930s cycling around 
the disused aerodrome 
in west Subiaco (near 
what is now McGillivray 
Oval) and wondering 
– as he explored the 
old hangars – about the 
German pilot he knew 
as H.C. Ittershagen. Mr 
Ittershagen used to fly his 
single-engined Klemm 
monoplane from that old 
aerodrome to service tractors on outlying farms. Later he 
took the wheels off his plane, added floats and started a 
commercial airline flying people to Rottnest. He also took 
part in the inspiring Perth to Sydney centennial air race. 

Dr Wager was born in 1932, the year construction was 
completed on the Sydney Harbour Bridge, so perhaps it 
was axiomatic that he should choose to become an engineer 
specializing in manufacturing and precision measurement. 

“The Sydney Harbour Bridge is a series of continuous 
curves – so graceful – yet everything is made up of 
straight lines. And thousands of tonnes sit on two cylinders 
of steel with a diameter 
about the width of that 
coffee table in front of 
us – amazing.” He thinks 
of engineers as artists. It 
seems appropriate, then, 
that on his 70th birthday he was given, to his delight, 
a ticket to climb that magnificent and iconic work of 
engineering art. 

During his 40-year tenure at UWA, Dr Wager held the 
positions of Associate Professor in Mechanical Engineering, 
Head of the CAD/CAM Laboratory(Computer-Aided 
Design and Computer-Aided-Manufacturing) and Dean 
of the Faculty of Engineering. During that time he also 
travelled. A Fulbright Scholarship to the USA, invitations 
to teach in Canada, South Africa, Mozambique and the UK, 
and the prestigious election in 1997 to CIRP, (the Paris-
based International Institution for Production Engineering 
Research), kept him often abroad. 

“I had the double 
freedom of being able 
to go around the world 
as an academic on study 
leave, learn what was 
happening and then 
return to beautiful Perth 
and bring it all back to 
my students. One of my 
great joys was to light my 
students up.”

That freedom to 
travel didn’t go all his 
way, though. It robbed 
him of winning a State 
Championship in his 
Thunderbird-class yacht 
because he was never 
here at the right time to 
fully hone the skills to 

compete successfully. Sailing is Dr Wager’s main interest 
after engineering. A member of the Royal Perth Yacht Club 
for 34 years, he has cruised in the Greek Islands and served 
as part of the Club team providing mark-laying for the 1987 
defence of the America’s Cup. 

Whilst in WA Dr Wager took on several consulting 
projects concerned with the mechanics of metal machining, 
one of which involved the nature of wear on railway 
wheels of iron-ore wagons, for Mount Newman Mining 
Company.  Abroad, during the 90s, as visiting professor 
and project supervisor under the Advanced Course in 

Design, Manufacturing 
and Management 
(ACDMM) with Cam-
bridge University, he 
developed projects at 
various manufacturing 

companies in the UK, including Philips Components, 
British Steel, and Callendar Aeroparts. 

He also worked as a UN consultant in the development 
of metrology and fine instruments in Seoul, South Korea, 
and taught at the Cranfield Institute of Technology and 
Lancaster University in the UK, Waterloo University in 
Canada, the University of Witwatersrand in South Africa, 
and the University of Lorenco Marques in Mozambique. 
He has also served as a consultant on a major engineering 
education project in Indonesia. His travels have taken 
him to places where he confronted history in the making. 
About the dangers he might have faced, he comments, 
“I wasn’t shot at. In Mozambique, which was then more 

Dr John Wager on top of Sydney Harbour Bridge

“It’s been quite interesting being an observer 
at transient snaps of history.”
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Portuguese than Portugal, 
I sat in a European-styled 
outdoor café with a group 
of academics and local 
engineers who were trying 
to work out what they 
could do if Frelimo rebels 
started shooting in Lorenco 
Marques.  In Berlin when 
the wall was falling we 
watched East Germans 
walking around with looks 
of disbelief in their eyes at 
the new freedoms. It’s been 
quite interesting being an 
observer at transient snaps 
of history.”

In the 1950s in WA, 
the Chamberlain brothers 
were also a transient part of 
history. They had acquired 
the Welshpool munitions 
factory after World War 
II and had converted it to 
produce the well-known 
Chamberlain tractor. They 
presented John Wager with 
his first job as a machine 
shop inspector. He also 
worked on heavy-diesel 
railway locomotives with 
the English Electric Company in Preston, Lancashire. His 
Ph.D thesis (from Purdue University USA) focused on 
the prediction of machine tool performance – and was the 
catalyst for his invitation to become a member of CIRP.

Dr Wager has been a member of the Institution of 
Engineers, Australia, for over 50 years, Chairman of the WA 
Division, Chairman of the National College of Mechanical 
Engineers and National Vice-President responsible for 
Education and Assessment. After relinquishing the Deputy 
National Presidency in 2002, he now works as a part-time 

consultant on engineering 
matters. He is also an 
Emeritus Member of CIRP.

It’s quite apparent from 
his wonderfully effervescent 
demeanour, that age has not 
wearied Dr Wager in any 
way, particularly in his love 
of his career. Although he 
has had some deep sadness, 
particularly the loss of his 
first wife Judy, he still 
says, “I’ve had a wonderful 
life – no other career but 
engineering ever suggested 
itself to me.” 

His elder daughter has 
followed in his footsteps 
and was the first woman to 
be elected President of the 
Student Engineers’ Club at 
UWA. His uncle, Victor H. 
Wager carved the bas-relief 
figures at the Shrine of 
Remembrance in Melbourne 
– and also (in 1932 and 
1937) the statues of Socrates 
and Diotima which stand so 
elegantly outside Winthrop 
Hall. There’s another artist 
for you – it obviously runs 

in the family!
Dr Wager has entitled his talk at the 50th Reunion of 

UWA graduates, Living by Degrees. As he says, “Life 
spans a sequence of decisions and opportunities.” It’s quite 
apparent John Wager got those sequences just right – which 
is as it should be for a man so interested in precision 
measurement. 

*The 50th Reunion luncheon will be held in Winthrop Hall 
on 20 November 2005, from 12 noon. Everyone is welcome. 
Contact Juanita Perez Scott, UWAGA, +61 8 6488 1336.

Dr John Wager sailing on the Swan River

the UnIversItY oF Western aUstraLIa
invites all graduates and other members of Convocation

to attend the

FIrst orDInarY MeetIng
of

Convocation, the UWa graduates association

which will be held on Friday 17 March 2006 
at 6.30pm for 7.00pm start at the University Club

If, at the time of the Ordinary Meeting, the number of valid nominations received for the vacant 
positions on Council of Convocation is less than the number of vacancies, the Chair Person will 
call for nominations for election to the remaining positions at the meeting.
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50th Anniversary luncheon
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association, is again organising 
the Annual Reunion Luncheon for graduates celebrating the 
50th anniversary of their graduation from UWA this year.  This 
function has become increasingly popular, with graduates who 
have celebrated their 50th Anniversary in years past also invited 
to attend.  The many who accept this invitation feel they are 
members of the University’s ‘50 Years and Over Club’.

This year the Reunion Luncheon will be held in Winthrop Hall 
on sunday 20 november. A formal invitation will be sent to all 
graduates of 1955 and to past Reunion Luncheon attendees.

The Graduate Outreach Committee, which organizes the 
luncheon, would welcome volunteers from the 1955 graduates to 
join a small sub-committee to assist with planning the program 

for the day.  If you are interested and can attend a few meetings of the sub-committee, please leave your name and 
phone number with the Graduates Coordinator, Juanita Perez Scott on +61 8 6488 1336. 

Help make this milestone celebration of your student days at The University of Western Australia an enjoyable and 
memorable occasion.

We are still trying to trace some ‘lost graduates’ listed below (names in brackets are maiden names).  If you know the 
present address of any of these graduates, could you please pass this information on to the Graduates Coordinator: 

Richard Bale, Valdemars Balodis, James Bambrough, Peter Brennan, Jeffrey Chapman, Isabel Croft (Smalley), Denis 
Daly, Gordon Eastwood, John Harrison, Bernard Huddle, Brendan Kelleher, Alexander Kondos, Mary Lovett, Kevin 
Maguire, Gwenyth McRae, Vernon Murphy, Bruce Naughton, Ann Overs (Barbat), Victor Rance, Rex Roberts, Kelvin 
Roeger, William Rogers, James Scannell, Barbara Shilling, Beverley Smith (Noldt), Barry Steel, Ernest Taylor, Sidney 
Taylor, Victor Terren, Susan Walker, Gerard Wijeyekoon, Jocelyn Wilson and Lawrence Woolf.

Convocation, the UWa graduates association 
annual elections

• eLeCtIon oF three MeMBers oF senate
• eLeCtIon oF WarDen anD DepUtY WarDen
• eLeCtIon oF thIrteen MeMBers oF the 

CoUnCIL oF ConvoCatIon, the UWa graDUates 
assoCIatIon

application forms are now available for the above positions.

Clinical Professor Lesley Cala and Mrs Cathy Tang will complete their terms as members of the Senate of The University 
of Western Australia, elected by the University’s Convocation of Graduates, in March 2006.

As a result of recent changes to the University of Western Australia Act 1911, an additional vacancy exists for a member 
of the Senate of The University of Western Australia, to be elected by the University’s Convocation of Graduates. 

Mr Matthew Zilko will complete his one-year term as Warden of Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association in 
March 2006.

Mr James Fogarty will complete his one-year term as Deputy Warden of Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association 
in March 2006.

Seven members of the Council of Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association will complete terms in March 2006, 
and there are six additional vacancies.

Please consider nominating for one of these positions.  Nomination forms for all positions are now available from 
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association.  Please telephone Juanita Perez Scott, the Convocation Officer on 
+61 8 6488 3006, or email on uwaga@admin.uwa.edu.au including your postal address.

The closing date for nominations for all positions is 5 p.m., Friday, 13 January 2006.

Applications received after this date will be invalid.

(l-r) Frank Throssell, Bruce Bell, Elisabeth Burke 
and Barbara Woollams
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Each year the UWA Graduates 
Association presents a number of awards 

to students for their extraordinary 
achievements. These awards assist the 
students financially. If you would like 
to contribute to these awards, please 

complete the form below. Ballroom dancer / Architectural student  
Emily Reilly, winner of the 2002 

Matilda Award for Cultural Excellence, 
with partner Richard Tonizzo.

Waterpolo Athlete/Human Movement 
student Amity Campbell,  

winner of 2003 Sports Bursary.

Donations to Awards

Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association
Donations	for	excellence

All donations over $2 are tax deductable, provided they are made out as set out below
Postgraduate Research 
Travel Awards   $ ___________
Sports Bursary   $ ___________
Matilda Award   $ ___________
Faculty Prizes   $ ___________

You are invited to send your donation to the following REPLY PAID 
address:

REPLY PAID No 61050
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association
The University of Western Australia
Crawley, WA 6009
Telephone +61 8 6488 3006   Facsimile +61 8 6488 1110

Cheques payable to “Donation to UWA Graduates 
Association”, or you may pay by credit card

Bankcard   p    Mastercard   p        Visacard   p
Card No

Expiry date  ___________

Name on Card ____________________________________________

Signature _____________________________Date ______________

grAD brIEFS

1950s
• Robert Summers (BE(Hons) 1954) 

writes that he and his wife have just 
moved into a retirement village at 
Rosebud on Victoria’s Mornington 
peninsular.  They both enjoy the 
facilities at the village and are 
kept active playing lawn bowls and 
golf.

• Lucien Koch (BSc 1955; MSc 
1960) was Entomologist at the 
WA Department of Agriculture 
and Curator of Entomology/
Arachnology at the WA Museum. 
He is currently a Visiting Academic 
at Curtin University of Technology 
and has assisted UWA’s Department 
of Zoology and Curtin University of 
Technology with practical classes 
and lecture courses in zoology. He 
has been appointed Honorary Life 
Member of the WA Royal Society  
and has published numerous 
scientific papers on arthropod 
animals. He lives with his wife in 
Salter Point, WA.

• Iain Paterson (BA 1957; DipEd 
1958) was previously a High 
School principal and retired in 
1994. He now lives at the Lake 
Joondalup Lifestyle Village.

• Margaret Larke (BA 1958; DipEd 
1959) has retired and is actively 

• George Kitson (BA 1966; DipEd 
1967) writes that he is now putting 
his UWA studies in anthropology 
to use in enabling him to have 
a deeper understanding of the 
peoples and cultures he now 
meets in his travels. Now retired, 
he travels regularly to South East 
Asia and enjoys living with the 
locals especially the students as 
they enjoy the chance to practise 
their oral English and hopefully 
learn more about Australia.

• Dato’ Mohamed Zain bin Mohamed 
Yusuf (BEc(Hons) 1965) was presented 
with a UWA Distinguished International 
Alumni Award at a recent UWA alumni 
function in Kuala Lumpur that was 
attended by over 90 people. Dato’ Zain 
was a Shell/Columbo Plan Scholar, who 
also made much of other opportunities 
at UWA. He was the first Asian to be 
President of ECOMS (the Economics 
and Commerce student Association), 
served on the Student Guild and various 
other Sports and Social Clubs. Dato’ 
Zain was awarded University Blue for 
his sporting achievements. Following 
University, Dato’ Zain returned to 
Malaysia and joined the Shell Group of 
Companies where he worked in various capacities before being appointed 
the first local Malaysian Marketing Director of Shell. Subsequently he was 
elevated to the Shell Group Board as Executive Director. He worked with 
the Shell International Group in the UK, Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Panama 
and Ireland. Dato’ Zain’s positions on business and government committees 
have been numerous and outstanding.Currently Dato’ Zain is the Managing 
Director of Confoil and Chairman of the Malaysia Australia Business 
Council. In accepting the award Dato’ Zain said “I am greatly humbled 
by this award for it was during the years that I was at the University that 
my character, personality and value systems were developed and nurtured.
UWA was my training and playing ground, where I developed my roots 
and internalised the principles of creative thinking and cooperation. It 
was at UWA that I received a truly comprehensive and liberal education, 
where I seized the opportunity to participate fully both in the formal and 
extracurricular activities.”

following her interests in the 
conservation and biodiversity area 
as a herbarium volunteer. Margaret 
is Secretary of the Naturalists’ Club 
of WA.

1960s
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• Roy Claughton 
(BA 1962) was 
elected in 1968 to 
the WA Legislative 
Council as the ALP 
member for the 
North Metropolitan 
Province until 
1980. He chaired 
the ALP State 
E x e c u t i v e 
committees on the 
Arts and Media 
and on Local 
Government and 
Town Planning. 
In Parliament, he 
introduced Private 
Members Bills’ to 
allow the display 
of contraceptives 
and to repeal the 
law on abortion. 

He is credited with delivering the longest speech in WA Parliament 
– over 9.25 hours! After leaving Parliament in 1983, Roy was a Lotteries 
Commissioner for six years and concurrently for nine years a member and 
Chairman of the Charitable Collections Advisory Committee. Roy and 
his wife, Judy celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with family and 
friends last May.

• Michael Wild (BA(Hons) 1985) 
is a school psychologist in 
Bunbury. He met his wife, Linda 
Broockman (BA 1983), whilst 
they were studying psychology at 
UWA. They have been married for 
22 years and have two children.

• William Pitty (DipClinPsych 1965) and Laksiri Jayasuriya (below left) 
met over 50 years ago in Wesley College, University of Sydney. Both were 
studying Psychology and became firm friends. Laksiri completed studies 
in London and later became the Foundation Chair of Social Work at UWA 
for over 20 years until retiring in 1992. William practised in Tasmania 
and South Australia before coming to UWA in the 1960s as a Student 
Counsellor. In 1967, he returned to the University of Sydney, teaching 
and practising clinical psychology for over 20 years. Since his retirement 
William has remained active in private practice and he still keeps time 
with the watch that Laksiri bought him duty-free in Colombo in 1951. 
Laksiri and William’s son,  Kanishka Jayasuriya (BA(Hons) 1982) and 
Roderic Pitty met during their doctoral studies in Political Science at 
ANU in the 1980s and became firm friends. Their paths converged again 
at Sydney University in 1994 and then again in Perth, where Kanishka 
is a senior researcher in global governance at Murdoch University and 
Roderic teaches and researches in the same area at UWA.

• Howard Read (BCom 1967) 
has stepped down after 
26 years at Marketforce 
Advertising and 13 years as 
Chairman. He will remain 
a director and will work 
part-time at the agency. He 
is also a director of public 
company, Braintoys. Howard 
has a number of other board 
appointments and works in 
an honorary capacity for 
the WA Olympic Council, 
St Vincent de Paul and the 
Western Australian Comm-
unity Foundation.

• John Williamson (BEd 1961; 
MEd 1972) commenced tertiary 
teaching in music education with 
the Nedlands Secondary Teachers 
College, then WA College of 
Advanced Education (WACAE) 
now known as Edith Cowan 
University. He retired from Edith 
Cowan University last July after 36 
years in teaching.

• Bryan Dwyer (BDSc 1965) 
practised in Port Hedland from 
1965-70 returning to Perth in 1971. 
He set-up his own private practice 
in North Cottesloe and retired in 
March 2002. Bryan is now planning 
to work part-time this year for the 
Government.

1970s
• Colin Raston (BSc(Hons) 1972; 

PhD 1976) was recently awarded an 
Australian Research Council (ARC) 
Australian Professorial Fellowship 
for research into various aspects of 
nano-chemistry.

1980s
• Frances Maguire (BA 1980) worked 

for six years in the Kimberley and is 
now heading to Peru, where she will 
spend eight to ten years working in 
the area of spirituality and adult 
faith formation. Frances writes 
that she is hoping for “the gift of 
tongues”, as she learns Spanish.

• Sandra Szopski (BPE 1983; DipEd 
1984) teaches Physical Education 
for Year 9 in Middle School at 
Ballajura Community College. 
She has a long association with 
womens’ soccer, as a player, coach, 
and referee.

• Nanthi  Bolan (PhD 1984) is 
Professor of Soil Science in the 
Institute of Natural Resources (INR) 
at Massey University. He is also the 
Director of Postgraduate Studies 
and teaches soil chemistry, nutrient 
dynamics, soil fertility management 
and soil pollution. His research 
interests include agronomic value 
of manures, fertilisers and soil 
amendments, soil acidification, 
nutrient cycling, pesticide and metal 
pollutants interactions in soils. 
He was recently awarded the ML 
Leamy Award (2004) by the NZ 
Soil Science Society in recognition 
of the most meritorious contribution 
to soil science published in 2002-
2004.

• David Grauaug (BA 1984) is the 
Chief Manager Southern Region 
Corporate for the St George 
Bank, in Sydney. He previously 
worked  as the WA State Manager, 
Property and Finance, St George 
Bank. David is married with two 
daughters and former classmates 
can contact David at grauaugd@
stgeorge.com.au.

• Jody Harrison (MusB (Hons) 
1985) writes that she has decided 
to start her own company, after 
15 years in orchestral management. 
‘Solo to Symphony’ is an agency 
representing musicians and 
ensembles and can coordinate any 
musical requirements for events.

• Anne McMurray (MEd 1985; PhD 
1992) is Chair of Nursing at the Peel 
Health Campus in Mandurah. Anne 
was formerly Professor of Nursing 
and Dean, Faculty of Nursing and 
Health, at Griffith University.

• Waldemar (Mar) Hube 
(BSc 1987; BSW 1989) has 
been with Austrade for over 
10 years, five with Austrade 
Warsaw as a Business Dev-
elopment Manager and two 
years as an Export Advisor 
with Austrade Sydney. The last 
three years he has been the 
Regional Trade Commissioner, 
North Queensland, Austrade 
Townsville. His main role is 
to promote Austrade and the 
benefits that exporting brings 
to Australia, especially North 
Queensland. He is married 
and has a three-year old 
son. Former classmates can 
contact Mar at mar_hube@
telstra.com.

• Michael Pasqual (BSc(Agric) 
1987) has been the Vendor 
Manager with Coles Myer’s 
Strategic Division in Melbourne 
since 2002. He recently passed 
his final CPA examination  and 
writes that he is now looking 
forward to spending quality time 
with his wife and their two infant 
daughters.

• Tony Smith (BSc(Agric) 
(Hons) 1989) worked for 
Timbercorp Limited for five 
years, where he was conducting 
research and technology 
development for commercial 
forestry and horticulture, in 
Victoria. Tony is now based 
in Bunbury and  works for 
CALM on sustainable forest 
management for soil, water, 
biodiversity, timber and 
recreation values.
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• Mary Chape (née Bilick)(BJuris 
1988; LLB 1989) worked for 
Legal Aid before moving to private 
practice in 1999. In 2004, she began 
work managing the Aboriginal 
Legal Service Office in Broome. 
Mary also has responsibility for the 
Derby and Fitzroy Crossing offices 
assisted by three Court Officers. 
She writes that she has now gained 
experience in the District Court and 
Criminal Jurisdiction, including 
pleas and trials.

• Catherine Cousins (BA 1988) has 
been the owner of two retail stores 
in the Perth CBD for the past 
ten years. She is also studying 
for her Master’s of Business 
Administration degree.

1990s
• Peter Wood (MSc(Agric) 1990) 

commenced duty last July as the 
Plant Pathologist (Horticultural 
Crops) of the South coast of WA. He 
will be stationed at the Department 
of Agriculture in Albany.

• Joan Fabry (née Donnelly)(BCom 
1991) worked for PriceWaterhouse 
in Singapore before accepting a 
transfer to Basel, Switzerland, and 
then Boston, USA. She is married 
with three children and lives in 
Erlangen, Germany.

• Brendan Croot (MB BS 1992) 
has been in general practice since 
1995. He writes that last year, he 
made the move from Perth to Tom 
Price. He recently celebrated the 
birth of his son, who will be a 
great playmate for his two-year old 
daughter.

• Natasha Goulden (LLB 1992) is 
a senior associate in the property 
division of Clayton Utz. She lives 
in Double Bay, Sydney, and is 
married with an infant daughter.

• Grant Korn (BA 1992) has been 
a teacher at Winthrop Baptist 
College for eight years. He is Head 
of the Society and Environment 
Department at the college. Grant 
is married with three children and 
former classmates can contact him 
at ckorn@bigpond.net.au.

• Anne Kehoe (MB BS 1993) writes 
that she is working in paediatrics 
and whilst very busy in her work 
life, she is planning to slow down 
and enjoy some quality time with 
her husband and daughter.

• Timothy Poga (BA 1993) teaches 
Political and Legal Studies at 
Mercedes College, Perth. Tim 
was awarded a Westfield Premiers 
Education Scholarship in 2004 
and spent a month in the US 
investigating service learning and 
active citizenship developments. 

• Wanda Sendzimir (BA 1992) 
joined the Department of Foreign 
Affairs in 1995 and has had 
diplomatic postings to Budapest 
and Berlin. Wanda is now with 
the Department of Immigration 
and is working on the provision 
of capacity-building programmes 
to assist the East Timorese 
Government. Wanda lives in Dili, 
East Timor and former classmates 
can contact her at schatsie@fat-
bastard.biz.

• Joanne Willison (MB BS 1993) 
is working part-time as a GP in 
Busselton and writes that she 
is enjoying being mother to her 
infant son.

• Jason Bond (BSc(Agric) 1994) 
is a senior security engineer 
for a FTSE 100 company in 
London. He is married and his 
first child was born last August.

• Donald Surjan (BEc 1996) is 
working as a Financial Planner for 
the Westpac Bank in Perth.

• John Snell (PhD 1997) sailed his 
yacht from Fremantle to Brisbane 
in 2003. He now teaches computing 
and science in a boys’ college near 
Brisbane. John writes that he plans 
to complete his circumnavigation of 
Australia when he retires.

• Adele Millard (BA(Hons) 1998) 
completed an MBA degree through 
Deakin University and now lectures 
in the Centre for Regional Education 
at Curtin University. Adele lives in 
Kalgoorlie and is married with three 
children.

• Sunny Tse Shing (BSc 1999; 
BE(Hons) 1999) is a software 
developer working in the E-Business 
Division of the Department of 
Immigration and Multicultural, 
Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA), in 
Canberra.

2000s
• Darryl D’Souza (BSc(Hons) 

2000) is studying medicine at the 
University of Queensland.

• Tamara Cole (BA 2001) studied law 
at Murdoch University and obtained 
an Articled Cadetship at the State’s 
Solicitors Office in 2005.

• Sophia Lord (BArch(Hons) 2001; 
BEnvDesign 2001; MBA 2002) 
worked in management for an 
Entertainment and Production 
company in Claremont for two years, 
before accepting a senior position as a 
Management Consultant at Engelhard 
Consulting, West Leederville. Sophia 
participated in the 2004 National 
Olive Industry Conference and 
presented at the 2004 WA Wine 
Industry Outlook Conference. She 
writes that she is hoping to return to 
UWA in the near future to complete 
her advanced MBA.

• David Michael (BEc 2001) was 
elected last May as a City of Stirling 
councillor for the Osborne Ward.

• Courtney Sampson (BSc 2001) 
completed a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physiotherapy at Curtin 
University in 2003. She is now 
working as a Physiotherapist at Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital and also 
at a local Rugby Union club.

• Danny Chan (BE(Hons) 2002) 
is a mechatronics engineer with 
Schlumberger’s Western Geco 
division. His work is based on a 
ship involved in oil exploration.

• Fiona D’Souza (BSc(Hons) 2002) 
is a Psychologist for the Methodist 
Welfare Services, in Singapore.

• Emma Davison (BSc(Hons) 2004) 
is a part-time PhD student at UWA’s 
School of Anatomy and Human 
Biology and she writes that she is 
trying to balance study with her 
family commitments.

• Alia Delahoy (BMus 2002) is 
currently the Events Coordinator 
at the Perth Concert Hall and last 
year worked as Artist Liaison at 

the Western Australian Symphony 
Orchestra.

• Ruth Moss (BSc 2004) completed 
her Bachelor of Pharmacy degree 
at Curtin University of Technology 
and is now enrolled in a Master’s 
of Pharmacy degree at UWA. She 
is also working at a pharmacy in 
Bassendean, where she has just 
started her 500 hours training 
program.

• Leanne Pottier (BSc 2004) 
writes that she will run a Health 
and Lifestyle program at Telfer 
Minesite until December. She 
has also enrolled in a Diploma of 
Remedial Massage and is currently 
mid-way through Semester Two.

• Silvia Schittenhelm (GradCertIT 
2004) made a career change and 
is now a new recruit for the WA 
Police Services. She previously 
worked as an IT Officer for the 
YMCA Perth.

• Konrad Vargas (BSc 2004) lives 
in Rockingham and runs his own 
homoeopathic practice for the 
treatment of acute and chronic 
diseases. He is also a lecturer for 
homoeopathic courses, ranging 
from beginners to advanced. 
Former classmates can contact him 
at kgvargas@yahoo.com.

• Navin Meemeduma (BCom(Hons) 
2005) writes that he is back-
packing around Europe for six 
months before commencing work 
early next year at Woodside.

• Dachriyanus (PhD 2000) who 
was born in Padang, 21st January 
1969, completed his PhD at the 
School of Chemistry, UWA. 
He has been promoted to a full 
Professorship and was appointed 
as Head of the Department of 
Pharmacy, Andalas University. 
He may be the youngest full 
Professor in Indonesia. His 
research direction is to find the 
selective anticancer compound 
from Indonesian medicinal 
plants, especially from genus 
Garcinia. He had a book  
published last year entitled 
Analysis structure of organic 
compounds by spectroscopic 
methods (in Indonesian), Andalas 
University Press. He married 
Fatma Sri Wahyuni in 1998 and 
they have two children. He can 
be contacted at dachriyanus@
telkom.net.

DIARY	NOTE	FOR	NSW	GRADUATES
There will be an invitation extended this month to all graduates 
living in NSW to attend a cocktail party on Thursday, 
1 December. This will be held at the Womens’ College, 
University of Sydney from 6pm to 8pm. Please make an entry 
in your diary to come along and enjoy this festive occasion.

grAD brIEFS

• Marie Hale (BSc(Hons) 1995; PhD 
2001) is a postdoctoral research 
associate in the School of Biological 
Sciences at the University of 
Canterbury, New Zealand.

• Terrence Cheong (BCom 1996) 
returned to Perth in 1999 after 
working for four years in Singapore. 
He is also a CPA and has recently 
completed an MBA at Deakin 
Business School in 2004. His latest 
challenge is starting up his own 
accounting practice last January, 
providing services in audit, taxation 
and business consultancy. Terrence 
is married with two children and 
former classmates can contact him 
at integrative_solutions@yahoo.
com.au.

• Rodney Dowling (BSc 1996) 
worked in the fitness industry both 
here and in Singapore. He started 
teaching in 1999 and writes that 
he has just returned from Karratha 
and is now Head of the Physical 
Education department at Kolbe 
College, in Rockingham. Rodney 
is married and has an infant child. 
Former classmates can contact 
Rodney at dowling.rod@cathednet.
wa.edu.au.

• Bernard Mills (BCom(Hons) 
1996) is a Director at the Defence 
Material Organisation based 
in Canberra. He has worked in 
consulting and policy roles on 
major government projects since 
2000, prior to which he worked 
for BHP in various parts of 
Australia. Bernard completed 
his Master’s degree in Arts at the 
ANU’s Strategic and Defence 
Studies Centre. He is married 
with a two-year old daughter and 
former classmates can contact 
him at b.mills@bigpond.net.au.
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The Black Tie Event of the Year! 

2005 UWA Sports Awards Evening 

6.45pm
Friday 28 October 

The University Club of Western Australia 
Cost: $80 a ticket 
Dress: Black Tie 

For more information contact Vanessa at: 61 8 6488 4659  
or email: uwasrmo@sport.uwa.edu.au 

www.sport.uwa.edu.au 




