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Looking to develop an ongoing and supportive relationship with The University of Western 

Australia Business School, the broader business community, and like-minded Business 

Professionals? The Business School Corporate Circle Program is a membership-style program 

providing companies with information, networking, training, hospitality and acknowledgement 

benefits. Membership categories include Silver ($10,000) and Gold ($20,000). For further 

information, please contact Kylie Aitkenhead on (08) 6488 8538.
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Taking Darwin into the 21st century 
As we celebrate the 150th anniversary of Charles 
Darwin’s pioneering work, another generation 
of scientists at UWA continue to advance our 
knowledge of evolutionary biology.

9

Flying high at UWA
Convocation Sports Bursary award winner 
Zoe Timmers has her sights firmly set on 
the 2012 Olympics in London. 37
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in focus

Open for Business

The May opening of the $50m UWA Business School was 
intensely satisfying on several fronts. 

Our campus now has an iconic 21st century building on 
the southern sweep of the campus – a perfect foil to the 
heritage buildings that characterise the north. 

Western Australia’s dynamic business community – so 
generous in its donations to this ambitious University project 
– has a learning and research hub that has already secured 
its international accreditation.

And business leaders of the future have a state-of-the-art 
facility that will not only provide them with knowledge and 
leadership skills but will put them in touch with the highest 
calibre practitioners as well as academics with expertise in a 
wide spectrum of areas.

In a 1966 speech, Robert Kennedy quoted a Chinese 
curse: “May you live in interesting times”, adding: “Like it or 
not, we live in interesting times…”

However, as academics, government leaders, business 
identities and guests gathered beneath the soaring atrium 
of the Business School for a gala dinner and, later, an open 
day, the global fi nancial crisis was nowhere to be seen. 
This was a night when solid achievement was recognised, 
when bold vision was celebrated, and when a building that 
balanced elegant architecture with impressive environmental 
credentials could be admired. While beyond the campus 
pundits were predicting a recalibration of the way we do 
business globally, what is certain is that the Business School 
will help to chart a way forward through research, public 
forums and the intellectual discourse that characterise the 
world’s great universities.

UWA Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney thanked the Business 
School’s many supporters whose generosity had ensured 
the success of the Tomorrow Starts Here fund-raising 
campaign.

“You are the modern-day believers in Sir John Winthrop 
Hackett’s vision,” said the Chancellor, “for, around a century 
ago, he not only had the vision for the establishment of this 
University … but the passion, determination and fi nancial 
commitment to see it established as the fi rst centre of higher 
learning in Western Australia.”

WA Premier Colin Barnett with Vice-Chancellor Professor Alan Robson. Inset: Noongar leader Richard Walley

Board Chairman Mark Barnaba recalled that the prospect 
of raising $25 million had all the hallmarks of a ‘stretch’ 
campaign when fi rst mooted.

“But the fact is we have raised that amount and now 
have the huge advantage of being able to use it to invest in 
activities and resources that we would not have been able 
to otherwise pursue,” he said. “We have every reason to 
believe that what we foresee today is achievable tomorrow 
… if we continue to work together with the same passion 
and commitment invested so far.”

Dean of the Business School Tracey Horton paid tribute 
to the School’s Board that, she said, epitomises business 
leadership in Western Australia.

“They are generous with their time and their wisdom and 
they actively work with us on many levels – from developing 
strategy to identifying opportunities and engagements with 
companies that are mutually advantageous – as well as 
rolling up their sleeves and delivering guest lectures. We 
are very fortunate … and extremely grateful … for their 
leadership and guidance.”

Vice-Chancellor Alan Robson won widespread 
agreement when he suggested with pride: “This building is 
state of the art by any standard, and the thinking it houses 
is equally at the forefront of the learning, teaching and 
research of business.

“The Business School will do much to enhance our aim 
of being ranked in the top 50 universities worldwide by the 
year 2050. That is not a target too far … in fact, it is a goal 
very much within the University’s grasp. 

“The ambitions may be great, but they are founded on 
fundamentals.

“Winston Churchill once said: ‘We shape our buildings; 
thereafter they shape us.’ It has long been held that the 
built infrastructure impacts on us and I believe our future 
business leaders will be inspired to learn in their time here.”

UWA’s is the only Business School in Western Australia 
accredited by EQUIS, the European accreditation body, 
and has recently achieved the fi rst stages of accreditation 
by the Association of Advanced Collegiate Schools of 
Business in the United States.
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in focus

Celebrating Darwin

Chief Scientist Lyn Beazley marking Darwin’s anniversary with local students

Charles Darwin’s legacy is evident in fields ranging from anthropology to zoology and from 
ornithology to geology, but most importantly his revolutionary theories gave rise to a field of 
study that is flourishing in the 21st century: evolutionary biology.

UWA marked the 200th anniversary of Darwin’s birth and the 150th anniversary of the 
publication of On the Origin of Species with the cutting of a cake – a modest replica of the 
giant tortoise that so fascinated Darwin on the Galapagos Islands in 1835.

UWA researcher and WA’s Chief Scientist Professor Lyn Beazley presided over the 
celebratory gathering of evolutionary biologists and students from Shenton College and 
Mount Lawley Senior High School.

Before enjoying the cake, the high achieving science students heard talks on the evolution 
of microbes, plants and animals from evolutionary biologists, including Federation Fellow, 
Professor Leigh Simmons, who heads UWA’s Centre of Evolutionary Biology. (see Taking 
Darwin into the 21st century).

While Professor Beazley was encouraging students to consider careers in science, back 
in the town square of Shrewsbury (Darwin’s birthplace) the city’s most famous son was 
being honoured with a 200 candle cake, a town crier, a specially brewed beer and a wealth 
of memorabilia from tea towels to bottle openers!

In quite another sphere of academia, Darwin was being celebrated in a verse portrait 
that brings to life the young scientist’s work, family life, hopes and fears. The Darwin 
Poems, (published by UWA Press) are the culmination of a five-year journey of discovery 
by poet, screenwriter and novelist, Emily Ballou. Visiting Darwin’s home in Kent and 
trawling through archives in Cambridge notebooks carried on the Beagle, Emily was able 
to pen a collection of poems that have been hailed for their rich and wry insights into the 
scientist’s life and times. The Darwin Poems is available at the UWA Co-op Bookshop and 
all leading bookstores.

New Chair for UWA

WA poet Dennis Haskell, 
Professor of English and 
Cultural Studies, sees the 
appointment of Australian 
poet Philip Mead to UWA’s 
new Chair of Australian 
Literature as a coup – and 
an acknowledgement of 
UWA’s academic strength in 
creative writing (See Telling 
tales at UWA).

“Several leading 
universities put in bids for 
the Federally-funded Chair 
and our success reflects 
the fact that this University 
and schools in this State 
have not allowed Australian 
literature to fall off the 
syllabus as has happened 
elsewhere. UWA has 
always nurtured interest in 
home-grown writers,” says 
Professor Haskell. “The 
UWA Chair establishes an 
east-west axis in relation 
to Australian Literature – 
the only other Chair being 
Sydney University – and 
each will bring a different 
emphasis to the study. 
Our strong links with Asia, 
including India, mean we 
can effectively use them 
to promote an interest in 
Australian writers.”

forward to contributing 
to the development of 
Australian literary studies 
at a time of considerable 
change in the secondary 
and tertiary educational 
sectors. He cites the 
Bradley recommendations, 
the national school 
curriculum and the 
major restructuring of 
undergraduate education in 
universities such as UWA as 
great challenges.

“The UWA Chair is a new 
and distinctive investment in 
Australian cultural life,” says 
A/Professor Mead. “One 
of the ideas behind it is to 
assist with the revitalising of 
the teaching of Australian 

A/Professor Philip Mead

literature in schools and 
universities, something to 
which I am committed. It 
will also provide a western-
based, and Indian Ocean/
Asian oriented hub for 
Australian literary studies, 
to complement those 
centres in Sydney in 
particular, but also at the 
University of Queensland 
and the University of 
Western Sydney. I’m hoping 
especially to foster new 
collaborative links with 
Australian literary studies 
scholars and teachers, 
nationally and internationally.

“The challenge is to 
contribute to an evolving 
paradigm of Australian 

literary studies in what is 
a changed and changing 
educational setting.”

A former poetry editor 
of the prestigious quarterly, 
Meanjin, A/Professor Mead 
was previously Coordinator 
of English at the University 
of Tasmania and Lockie 
Fellow in Creative Writing 
and Australian Literature at 
the University of Melbourne. 
He has recently finished a 
study of Australian poetry, 
Networked Language: 
Culture and History in 
Australian Poetry and is 
currently completing a 
book on Australian poetics 
with UWA’s Professor John 
Kinsella.

UWA Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Alan Robson 
said that the appointment 
of Associate Professor 
Philip Mead to the Chair 
would play an important 
role in developing Australia’s 
intellectual capital and 
restoring the status of 
Australian literature.

A/Professor Mead, 
who takes up his role as 
Professor and Chair in 
Australian Literature later 
this year, says he is looking 
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in focus

Newsmaker

In this issue, our 
Newsmaker is a 
distinguished graduate 
who became one of the 
country’s most respected 
judges and was last year 
appointed Chief Justice 
of Australia’s High Court. 
According to the media, 
Robert French is the 
hardest Chief Justice to 
“pigeonhole or typecast”, 
and perhaps because 
of this his appointment 
received an overwhelmingly 
positive response.

Robert French completed 
a science degree at this 
University in 1968 and a 
law degree in 1971. Initially 
intent on a career as a 
physicist before veering 
towards the law, he was 
active in the student 
union movement and 
was elected to the UWA 
Senate. An early member 
of the peace movement 
during the Vietnam War, he 
also protested against the 
touring South African rugby 
union team.

Some of the staff of the Pharmacology Department, including Professor Mary Lockett (front row 
centre) and Gerda Cohen (extreme left, second row)

UWA opens doors

This University has long been committed to widening access to students from diverse 
backgrounds. In this issue of the magazine we have an article (in Grad News) about a young 
lad from Merredin who had no formal education beyond 10 but who – with the help of a 
Russian workman and an encyclopaedia – learnt Russian. By the time he was a young man 
trying to enrol at UWA, he had mastered 21 languages. The fact that he hadn’t been to high 
school meant that, initially, he could not enrol – until academic staff began to investigate 
on his behalf. After completing his degree, Harold Bailey went on to become Professor of 
Sanskrit at Cambridge University 

Another story about academic doors opening with the intervention of staff came to us 
from a graduate who wrote in response to a UNIVIEW article about a scholarship honouring 
the late Professor Mary Lockett, Foundation Professor of Pharmacology.

“Whenever I think of my beginnings as an immigrant, I try to imagine what would have 
become of me without Mary Lockett in my life,” wrote graduate Gerda M. Cohen.

With a degree in veterinary medicine from her native Poland but speaking little English, 
Gerda was unable to afford repeating her studies for accreditation after arriving in WA, so 
she took a job as a lab assistant at Royal Perth Hospital.

Professor Lockett knew of her qualifications and difficulties and made a point of 
involving her in research. She gave Gerda the opportunity to study for a Master’s under her 
supervision and organised a grant that would “pay the rent and buy groceries”.

“She went to extraordinary efforts to support me and was unfailing in her patience 
and kindness. She was a role model par excellence and I owe to her my subsequent 
career,” recalls Gerda, who later moved to the Eastern States and became the head of the 
cytogenetics laboratory at Royal Brisbane Hospital.

A scholarship honouring Professor Lockett will be awarded in 2011, marking the 
centenary of the UWA professor’s birth – and the start of UWA’s planned centenary 
celebrations.

Pearce and Jim McGinty. 
The latter hailed Justice 
French’s appointment to 
the High Court of Australia, 
the final avenue of appeal 
in criminal and civil 
matters and the arbiter of 
constitutional issues.

“Not only is Justice 
French an eminent jurist, 
but he will bring an outlying 
state’s perspective to bear 
on the great constitutional 
debates before his court,” 
said WA’s former State 
Attorney-General.

Robert French made his 
mark early.

He was a State debating 
champion at 16 and was 
elected a councillor for the 
Town of Claremont as a 
teenager.

At 22, he ran as the 
Liberal candidate for the 
seat of Fremantle, using 
his rock band to spread his 
message. However, he was 
defeated by Kim Beazley 
Snr.

After just 14 years as a 
lawyer, Robert French was 
appointed a judge, the 
youngest on the Federal 
Court bench. His wife 
Valerie was a District Court 

While he planned a career 
in science, Robert French 
would later say: “Whether or 
not you become a scientist, 
the basic understanding 
of scientific reasoning, 
methodology and principles 
that you obtain from your 
first degree will be of 
inestimable value to you.”

The UWA graduate 
studied with a cohort of 
students who went on 
to play leading roles in 
Federal and State politics, 
including former Federal 
Minister Kim Beazley 
and State Ministers Bob 

judge and president of the 
Prisoners Review Board.

Justice French was 
appointed a Federal Court 
judge in 1986 and was 
president of the National 
Native Title Tribunal from 
1994 to 1998.

The Chief Justice will 
return to campus on 
July 24 to deliver the 
inaugural annual lecture 
of the UWA Historical 
Society in association with 
Convocation. His talk at 
6pm in Winthrop Hall will 
focus on the ‘Halcyon Days’ 
of student life in the 1960s.

Justice Robert French
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in focus

 Celebrating a ‘Muscular Christian’

Academic and activist Veronica Brady has been hailed 
again as one of Australia’s truly unique characters when 
UWA graduate Kath Jordan’s biography, Larrikin Angel, 
was launched in March. Soon after, the achievements 
of the 80-year-old ‘Muscular Christian’ nun were further 
acknowledged when she received an honorary degree at 
UWA. 

Dr Jordan met Dr Brady when the latter was appointed 
to the English Department in the 1960s at a time when it 
was rare for a woman to be appointed to a full-time position 
let alone a nun. 

“She treated everyone as an equal and as time went on 
I came to appreciate what a wonderful mind she has and 
what a talent for teaching,” recalls Dr Jordan. Sister Brady 
was an early advocate of the fiction of Patrick White and 
became a close friend and confidante of the author. She 
was Judith Wright’s chosen biographer, with South of My 
Days being published in 1997.

Acknowledged as a stirrer by conservative clerics in the 
Catholic Church, she championed social justice causes 
and aroused polar passions. UWA graduate, former Federal 
Government Minister and rights champion Fred Chaney 
says of her: “In an often smug and complacent society, 
we need Veronica Brady and her ilk to remind us to look 
beyond ourselves. I think Jesus would be OK with her.” 

Dr Veronica Brady signs copies of her biography

IN THE ZONE

With Western Australia 
emerging as Australia’s 
economic powerhouse and 
a critical player in regional 
growth, UWA has initiated 
a major international 
public policy conference to 
address the key geopolitical 
and business challenges 
facing our nation and its 
trading partners in China, 
Japan, India, South Korea 
and South-East Asia.

Some 60 per cent of 
the world’s population 
shares Western Australia’s 
time zone and it is hoped 
that the IN THE ZONE 
conference in November will 
bring together these trading 
partners.

A wide range of experts 
will provide commentary 
and analysis while 
promoting dialogue aimed 
at strengthening trade and 
investment relationships. 

Mary Raine, at home in Winthrop Hall

A bronze bust of Mary Raine, who came to Australia with 
100 pounds in her pocket and died a millionaire – leaving 
a million pounds to medical research at UWA – has found 
a home in Winthrop Hall. Her biographer, Meg Sangster, 
says it is likely that at some time every West Australian 
will benefit in some way from medical advances made 
possible by the Raine legacy. Unveiling the sculpture, UWA 
Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney reflected that the bust by 
Robert Hitchcock symbolised the importance of generosity, 
altruism and philanthropy.

The conference will focus 
on key areas such as stable 
global financial markets, 
sovereign wealth funds, 
energy supplies, pandemics 
and climate change.

As the principal supplier 
of vital natural resources 
to the region, WA is at the 
nexus of the economic 
transformation taking place 
in the ‘Asian century’. The 
IN THE ZONE conference is 
an opportunity to increase 
the State’s links with the 
region and to highlight its 
geostrategic significance.

UWA graduates playing 
leading roles in this 
important gathering from 8 
– 10 November will include 
Foreign Minister Stephen 
Smith, former diplomats 
Dr Richard Smith and Dr 
Susan Boyd, Premier Colin 
Barnett, Professor Kim 
Beazley, UWA Chancellor 
Dr Michael Chaney, Sir Rod 

Eddington, Nobel Laureate 
Barry Marshall and Vice-
Chancellor Professor Alan 
Robson.

Foreign Minister (and 
UWA graduate) Stephen 
Smith believes that the 
global economic and 
strategic influence is 
inexorably shifting to the 
Asia Pacific region.

“By 2020, it is forecast 
that Asia will account for 
around 45 per cent of global 
GDP, one third of global 
trade, and more than half 
of the increase in global 

energy consumption,” 
says the Foreign Minister. 
“Asia’s surging growth 
is driving Australia’s own 
economic prosperity and 
it is our responsibility to 
work with the region to 
ensure we are collectively 
well-placed to advance 
our common interests. It is 
unambiguously in our long 
term national interest to do 
so.”

The conference will 
be chaired by Professor 
Margaret Seares. To find out 
more visit: www.zone.uwa.
edu.au 

Pictured at the Celebration of the Raine Bequest are Raine 
Grant recipients, Dr Siobhan Reid (left) and Dr Jennifer Rodger 

with the sculptor, Mr Robert Hitchcock

UWA Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney
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And so do the other members of the 
International Society of Arboriculture whose 
conference was hosted in Perth for the first 
time thanks to the Convention Support Package 
available from the Perth Convention Bureau.
 
Our packages offer up to $50,000 to help 
passionate people like Jeremy bring national 
and international conferences of all kinds to 
Western Australia.

He just loves trees.

(08) 9218 2900 
www.pcb.com.au

So if raising your organisation’s profile, 
showcasing local talent and promoting your 
passion and area of expertise sound tempting, 
you’re barking up the right tree.
 

Speak to us and we’ll show you 50,000 good 
reasons to host your conference at home.

Jeremy Thomas
Arborist
Botanic Gardens & Parks Authority

This is Jeremy opening a new branch...

Speak to us and we’ll show you 50,000 good 
reasons to host your conference at home. (08) 9218 2900

www.pcb.com.au



Building our focus on 
international excellence

In times of significant global change and economic 
turmoil, it is important to remain focused on our 
values as the foundation for the future.

One of the key values underpinning our 
University’s activities is the commitment to a high-
performance culture designed to achieve international 
excellence. Individually, our staff, students and 
graduates constantly remind us of that commitment 
as they win accolades and recognition week-to-week; 
and institutionally, we continue to take steps to build 
our performance.

Most recently we celebrated this commitment 
through the opening of the new UWA Business 
School. As Vice-Chancellor, there are few things 
more satisfying in university life than the dedication of 
new and improved facilities to advance our primary 
role of teaching, learning and research.

The official opening at the southern end of 
the campus was one such occasion, providing an 
opportunity to reflect on the University’s contribution 
over almost a century to business education in 
Western Australia and abroad. We were able to 
celebrate the business collaborations built across 
the State, the nation and the globe. Importantly, we 
were also able to acknowledge the generosity and 
support of individuals, groups, and the corporate 
sector for providing significant financial support and 
encouragement to this project.

We have built a truly world-class Business School 
which provides internationally excellent business 
education for the benefit of undergraduate and 
postgraduate students, as well as for the business 
sector and the wider community. These collaborative 
arrangements allow us to engage fully in the highest 
levels of teaching and the development of new 

knowledge, as well as helping to deliver the level of 
research demanded by industry and the community 
generally.

The Western Australian Premier, Colin Barnett, 
(who is a UWA business graduate) opened the 
building and laid out our challenge: “I am confident 
that this opening will mark the emergence of the 
UWA Business School as one of the truly great 
business schools of the Asia Pacific Region in this 
next century.”

We must ensure the value of the UWA experience 
is maintained in an increasingly competitive business 
education sector. It is an exciting opportunity to 
build on decades of achievement and take business 
education to a new level.

Also vital to building our future is an operating 
environment which includes government policy which 
encourages and rewards quality and performance 
across the Australian higher education sector.

In that regard, recent Federal Budget 
announcements confirmed the Government’s stated 
belief that investment in university research and 
higher education are essential elements to stimulating 
and sustaining economic growth. It has produced 
a far reaching program of micro-economic reform 
that will improve Australia’s economic capacity 
and performance through higher education and 
research. And for our University, there are a range 
of opportunities in teaching and research that will 
enable us to cement our reputation as a world-class 
University.

The Government has indicated it will also work 
to widen the base of Australia’s higher education 
system and strengthen university research capability, 
with major investments in cutting edge science and 
technology. The commitment to move progressively 
to cover each university’s indirect research costs, 
long advocated by research universities such as UWA 
as vital to quality and competitiveness, will enable our 
University to better support excellence in research.

The budget also included important 
enhancements to student income support, including 
increases to Australian postgraduate award stipends 
and greater access to scholarships, lowering the age 
of independence progressively from 25 years to 22, 
and ensuring student support can be claimed by 
more of those students in need.

Such strong government support will help ensure 
Australia remains among the world’s leaders in 
research and innovation – and so will our University.

from the vice-chancellery

Alan Robson
Vice-Chancellor
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passion and area of expertise sound tempting, 
you’re barking up the right tree.
 

Speak to us and we’ll show you 50,000 good 
reasons to host your conference at home.

Jeremy Thomas
Arborist
Botanic Gardens & Parks Authority

This is Jeremy opening a new branch...



UWA STAFF
CORPORATE FITNESS

Enjoy exclusive membership benefits including:

UNLIMITED ACCESS to more than 50 Group Fitness Classes • 
per week at the UWA Recreation & Fitness Centre
FULL UWA Gym Membership• 
UNLIMITED ACCESS to all Corporate Fitness Classes at • 
the UWA Watersports Complex
1 Personal Training Session per week• 
Court Hire INCLUDED: tennis, volleyball, badminton, • 
table tennis, indoor soccer, basketball, netball, squash

FOR ONLY $20 A WEEK*
For more information:
Visit our website: www.sport.uwa.edu.au/corporate_fitness
Call: 6488 3077
Email: jaylee@sport.uwa.edu.au

www.sport.uwa.edu.au

*less if salary packaging

PAKISTAN, MILITANTS AND THE STATE
A/Prof Samina Yasmeen, Centre for Muslim States and Societies - Learn the historical 
context of militancy in Pakistan and how the relationship between militancy and state structures      
in Pakistan affects global and regional stability - and the lives of the ordinary people who live there.
094410 7.30-9pm Thursday 23 July     $29

THE SEARCH FOR HMAS SYDNEY - FROM THE MAN WHO FOUND HER
David Mearns, Shipwreck Hunter - For 66 years it has been Australia’s greatest maritime mystery; 
what happened to the HMAS Sydney 1941? Find out from the man who found the wreck.
094200 7-8.30pm Tuesday 25 August     $33 

MOVIE-MAKING SKILLS FOR TRAVELLERS
Ian Batt, Freelance Cinematographer - Ever watched a travel documentary and found yourself 
swept up in the lives of the characters? Learn to make your own movies just as engaging.
094431 7-9pm Wednesdays on 24 June, 1 July and 8 July   $179

GUNS, RUST 
AND REELS

For a brochure with the full list of 
courses and events, contact us

on extension@uwa.edu.au
 or Ph: 6488 2433

UWA Extension
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University Co-operative Bookshop Limited
The University of Western Australia,  

Guild Village, Hackett Drive, (Hackett Entry 2), Crawley
Phone (08) 6488 2069, Fax (08) 6488 1007 

Email uwa@coop-bookshop.com.au

Come and  
see our  

FRESH NEW 
store!

®

Renovation COMPLETE

Renovation COMPLETE

Renovation COMPLETE

Renovation COMPLETE

Renovation COMPLETE

Renovation COMPLETE

CRISIS, OPPORTUNITY AND
THE NEW WORLD ORDER
8-10 NOVEMBER 2009

For more information and to register 
visit: www.zone.uwa.edu.au

PERTH, AUSTRALIA
CONFERENCE 2OO9

THE ZONE /zōn/ ~noun 
THE TIME ZONE SHARED BY PERTH,
60 PER CENT OF THE WORLD’S 
POPULATION, AND THE NATIONS 
THAT PROMISE THE GREATEST 
ECONOMIC GROWTH OF THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY.
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taking darwin into 
the 21st century
“There is grandeur in this view of life … from so simple a beginning endless 

forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and are being, evolved.” 

Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species.

Charles Darwin’s five-year round-the-world natural 
history explorations on HMS Beagle revealed to the 
world the complex web of interdependence that 
continues to shape life on earth.

In classifying the hundreds of specimens of plants 
and animals he collected and the diverse forms he 
encountered in far-flung places, the young scientist 
speculated about their common ancestry and about 
the minute and ingenious adaptations that, over 
millions of years, allowed one variety to survive while 
another disappeared. As he charted the rise and fall 

of oceans, the warming and cooling of continents, 
he was also able to document climate change as a 
driver of evolution and mass extinction. And he was 
astonished at the ingenuity of the survival strategies 
– insects resembling twigs, beetles flaunting the 
colours of poisonous fruit as a protection against 
predatory birds, a moth with the appearance of a 
scorpion and another with wings decorated with 
luminous false eyes.

Two hundred years after his birth and 150 years 
since the publication of On the Origin of Species, the 
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science Darwin pioneered is being advanced by 
another generation of scientists, and evolutionary 
biology has become a key area of research at 
universities around the world.

Today scientists at UWA’s Centre for Evolutionary 
Biology continue to study the means by which 
species win an advantage – exploiting reproductive 
strategies, filling an ecological niche, vanquishing 
a competitor for space or food, or forming a 
cooperative alliance that strengthens the odds of 
survival. 

Darwin would be delighted to know that 
evolutionary biology has become one of the ‘sexiest’ 
disciplines in contemporary universities and that 
it remains an area of study still capable of stirring 
dissent and controversy. 

 UWA’s Centre for Evolutionary Biology brings 
together expertise in population, evolutionary and 
molecular genetics. It adopts a multidisciplinary 
approach in exploring selective processes in a range 
of creatures, from rainbow fish and dung beetles, 
to honey bees and frogs. Not surprisingly, its 
research outcomes feed into many areas, including 
conservation, biodiversity and natural resource 
management.

Most importantly, this work takes Darwin’s 
theories into a century in which understanding how 
species adapt and cope with change will be a major 
challenge. 

The UWA centre came into being in 2004, when 
evolutionary biologist Professor Leigh Simmons was 
awarded a Federation Fellowship – something of a 
dream-come-true for Australia’s leading university 
researchers, for not only does their expertise get 
wide exposure and acknowledgement, but they 
receive funding to advance and broaden their area 
of research. The funding is significant: $250,000 a 
year over a five-year period, with matching funding 
from their own university.

When Professor Simmons became a Federation 
Fellow in 2004, he was able to establish the Centre 
of Evolutionary Biology at UWA and the State 
Government came to the party by acknowledging 
his research hub as a Centre of Excellence, an 
accolade bringing further funding.

The money has clearly been well spent, for the 
centre rapidly attracted high calibre postdoctoral 
and postgraduate researchers whose academic 
papers are regularly published in key journals such 
as Nature, Science, Evolution and the Proceedings 
of the Royal Society of London. 

“When you get this sort of funding, you can 
actively seek people at the top of their field,” says 
Professor Simmons, a recently-elected Fellow of 
the Australian Academy of Science. Attendance at 
international conferences and membership of key 
editorial boards allows him to spot top performers 
and, as Darwin confirmed, success breeds success. 
The UWA centre is now held in such high regard 
internationally, that it has attracted researchers from 
Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, Finland, the United 
Kingdom, the United States and Brazil including 
some who arrive with funding from their own 
governments (see Darwin’s ‘dream pond’). 

Swiss evolutionary biologist Dr Boris Baer, 
whose research could help Australian beekeepers 
avoid the problems plaguing hives in the United 
States and Europe, chose Western Australia to 
advance his research because of its clean green 
environment, healthy bees and UWA’s winning 
combination of expertise and high-tech equipment.

He says that UWA was attractive because he 
can collaborate with both biochemists in the ARC 
Centre of Excellence in Plant Energy Biology and 
evolutionary biologists in the Centre for Evolutionary 
Biology.

“It is the only place on the globe that I have 
found this combination of technical equipment in the 
form of mass spectrometry and expertise,” he points 
out (see The secret life of bees).

Leigh Simmons is pursuing research in an area 
of study that began to emerge a century after 
the first edition of On the Origin of Species was 
published – and sold out in a day!

“Darwin devoted a whole section of his book to 
sexual selection, but he explored the subject from 
the natural selection perspective whereby favoured 
traits enable organisms to survive stresses such as 
lack of food or a changing environment,” explains 
Professor Simmons.

“Sexual selection has now emerged as a 
distinct area of study in that it explores reproductive 
traits that maximise a male’s success in fathering 
offspring. These traits range from high quality 
sperm to features that might initially appear to be 
counter-productive: bright plumage that attracts 
both predators and females, or antlers that are 
costly to produce but allow the male to become 
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dominant and to mate with many females. When 
such characteristics prove attractive to females they 
become part of the selection process.” 

Professor Simmons says that for a long time the 
notion of sexual selection and female choice was 
rejected.

“Darwin was asking people to accept that they 
had a common lineage with animals and when he 
later went on to suggest that female choice played a 
part in the selection process, initially it was just too 
much to accept for many people! However, it was 
not until the 1980s that the area of research I am 
exploring – sperm competition and cryptic female 
choice – became widely accepted.” 

As a postdoctoral researcher, Professor 
Simmons worked with the University of Liverpool’s 
Professor Geoff Parker who pioneered sperm 
competition research in the 1970s. This explored the 
female strategy of multiple mating to ensure that her 
eggs would be fertilised by sperm with the highest 
genetic quality.

“The research coming out of the University of 
Liverpool laid the foundations for a whole new area 
of study, and we continue to collaborate with their 
researchers,” recalls Professor Simmons. “It took 
some time for scientists to accept this research, but 
that is the way new theories are tested and refined. 
Publishing new work in learned journals may be 
just the beginning of a long scientific debate, as 
others replicate your experiment to see whether it is 
flawed, or repeat it, perhaps with a different species, 
drawing their own conclusions and seeking general 
trends across different taxa.”

In evolutionary terms, sperm competition results 
in improved male fertility. Professor Simmons says 
producing sperm is a costly investment for males 
and in a league table of primate promiscuity the 
bonobo chimpanzee ranks as the most promiscuous 
and the most fertile. The monogamous gorilla is at 
the other end of the scale.

Researchers in Professor Simmons’ team are 
currently studying seminal fluid – the rich soup of 
proteins that nourishes sperm – to understand the 
components that influence sperm mobility, a key 
factor in fertility in all animals. Endangered species 
are often plagued by reductions in fertility, and 
recent studies link impaired sperm quality brought 
on by inbreeding.

One of the Centre’s researchers, Australian 
Research Council QEII Research Fellow Dr Jonathan 
Evans, is currently doing research on inbred species. 
Findings suggest they have more sperm abnormalities 
and few mobile sperm and that inbreeding can 
severely reduce male reproductive fitness.

Centre scientists have also recorded declines in 
the production and quality of sperm when multiple 
mating species such as mice and beetles are forced 
to become monogamous under laboratory breeding 
regimes.

“To a certain extent, what you learn from 
studying animals can be useful when studying 
humans,” observes Professor Simmons. “I 
personally think it is very important that people view 
themselves as just another of our planet’s animals.

“I believe we won’t seriously tackle issues like 
global warming unless we appreciate we are just 
as vulnerable to climate change as the countless 
species that, in the past, were wiped out by 
dramatic environmental change. 

“Darwin certainly appreciated that climate 
change was a driver of evolution and one of the 
agents of mass extinction. Understanding ourselves 
and our place in the natural world will be crucial to 
our survival.”

>>CONTACT

Professor Leigh Simmons, ARC Federation Fellow, 
School of Animal Biology 
Phone: +61 8 6488 2221
Email: lsimmons@cyllene.uwa.edu.au

understanding 
our place in the 
natural world 
will be crucial 
to our survival

Previous page: O. rangifer
This page (top): Professor Leigh Simmons 
(inset): Sunset frogs
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Evolutionary biologists and socio-biologists have long 
been fascinated by social insects such as bees and 
ants.

In the rainforests of Brazil, Charles Darwin 
observed the spectacle of a 90 metre-column of 
almost sightless army ants functioning as a single 
super-organism. The approach of the column sent 
lizards and spiders scurrying for safety, but the ants 
often succeeded in cutting off escape, encircling and 
attacking. Within minutes there was no trace of the 
victim and the column moved on.

Later Darwin wrote of this effective joint strategy, 
observing that in the case of ants, natural selection 
has been applied “to the family and not to the 
individual for the sake of gaining a serviceable end”.

UWA’s Boris Baer, a QEII Fellow who came to this 
University from Denmark, shares Darwin’s fascination 
with the highly successful collegiate existence of bees 
and ants.

“Social insects have a long success story, far 
longer than our own,” he explains. “In some ways 
they mirror our civilisations in that they fight wars, 
police their societies, create sophisticated dwellings, 
store and grow things, and have very strict rules 
within their societies. But of course you wouldn’t 
want to live with them because social insects have 
basically eradicated any form of individualism.”

The Atta leafcutter ants of Central and South 
America are one of the model systems that Boris 
Baer studies. Living in colonies of up to eight million, 
they are probably the world’s oldest farmers, growing 
a fungus in large subterranean nests.

The ants feed the fungus with plant material and 
the fungus provides food for the colony. To run such 
a complex endeavour, leaf cutter ants have evolved a 
sophisticated division of labour. The largest ants have 
powerful jaws to cut leaves and defend the colony, 
others carry leaves to the nest, while the smallest 
work in the fungus gardens.

Dr Baer’s research also focuses on another social 
insect that has been around since dinosaurs walked 
the Earth: honey bees. Countless livelihoods across 
the globe depend on functioning, healthy colonies 
of honey bees that build wild hives, pollinate crops, 
sustain commercial hives – and reward backyard 
beekeepers.

Derived from the nectar of plants, the ‘liquid gold’ 
produced by honey bees is harvested, transformed 
and stored. It matures into a blend of sugars, protein, 
enzymes, amino acids and minerals. A Federal 
Government parliamentary committee looking into 
increasing biosecurity measures and research 
to protect the local industry has estimated that 
honey bees contribute to some $6 billion worth of 
agricultural production. The Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council believes that “one-third of everything 
we eat is directly related to the humble honey bee.”

Dr Baer’s research focuses on the complex 
interactions between competing ejaculates at work 
in bees. It aims to advance our understanding of the 
mechanisms of fertilisation because bee breeding 
and production of resistant honey bees is essential to 
compensate for the alarming decline in hives that is 
happening in the United States and Europe.

“More than two million hives have been lost 
in the US in the last 18 months, partly caused by 
a newly emerging threat termed colony collapse 
disorder (CCD) where bees leave the hive and don’t 
return, abandoning the queen,” explains the UWA 
researcher. “In the US, the decline is now viewed as 
seriously as global warming, because honey bees 
pollinate more than 80 crops of economic interest.”

Scientists speculate that Australian honey bees 
have been spared such declines because of our 
geographic isolation and strict quarantine regulations.

Western Australia still has large populations 
of non-managed feral bees that provide a large 
part of bee pollination in our gardens. In contrast, 
the US agricultural industry is now almost entirely 

the secret life of bees
“Darwin is a huge source of inspiration because he provided the basis for my 

research,” says UWA researcher Dr Boris Baer, an evolutionary biologist exploring 

the complex world of social insects such as bees.
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dependent on commercial hives trucked across the 
country to pollinate crops and orchards. This practice 
causes further declines as bees become stressed 
and diseases are spread over long distances. In 
China, where intensive pesticide use has reduced 
populations, some crops now need pollination by 
hand, using brushes.

Dr Baer completed his PhD at the Swiss 
Federal Institute for Technology in Zurich, followed 
by postdoctoral research at the Centre for Social 
Evolution in Copenhagen. He moved to Western 
Australia for several reasons including his belief that 
this State is one of the very few locations left on the 
planet with a large and healthy bee population. 

“The mysterious CCD and a serious hive pest 
known as the varroa mite haven’t yet made it to 
Australia and this gives us a great advantage – but 
it’s probably only a matter of time before we will get 
hit. What is clear is that Australian hives are highly 
vulnerable,” emphasises Dr Baer. “Indeed, another 
serious honey bee pest species, the small hive beetle 
was accidently imported to Australia during the 
Olympic Games in Sydney and has started its spread 
throughout Australia. An incursion into Western 
Australia occurred recently but we hope it has been 
eradicated.”

To tackle the worldwide decline in wild and 
managed populations caused by parasites and 
pathogens, several UWA researchers have formed 
the Collaborative Initiative for Bee Research (CIBER, 
see www.ciber.science.uwa.edu.au). This initiative 
facilitates interdisciplinary research alongside industry 
partners. It combines expertise from beekeepers with 
decades of experience, sociobiologists with insights 
into the functioning of bee societies, molecular 
biologists exploring the honey bee genome and 
evolutionary biologists.

The UWA researcher is impressed that local 
beekeepers decided many years ago not to use 
chemicals to treat diseases because ultimately they 
weaken the bee and strengthen the parasites that 
become resistant. The alternative is to breed bees 
that are able to cope with diseases, which is one of 
CIBER’s aims.

Given his research interests, Dr Baer says that 
UWA is the obvious place to advance his research 
because he can collaborate with both biochemists 
in the ARC Centre of Excellence in Plant Energy 
Biology and evolutionary biologists in the Centre for 
Evolutionary Biology.

Dr Baer’s research team is studying the molecular 
make-up of bee semen using mass spectrometry 
which, among other things, allows researchers to 
identify biomarkers for diseases and to learn about 
the proteins that boost immunity.

“We still have a lot to learn about what happens 
when the virgin honey bee queen embarks on 
her one and only mating flight that typically spans 
less than an hour,” says Dr Baer. “The queen can 

be accompanied by 10,000 or more males but as 
copulations happen 30 metres above the ground, 
they are tricky to observe and our knowledge is 
therefore still limited. We know that, post-copulation, 
a sperm battle takes place within the queen’s body. 
From the initially acquired 600 million sperm, she 
retains not even five per cent to fertilise the 1.7 million 
eggs throughout the rest of her life.”

Dr Baer uses sophisticated techniques to analyse 
sperm and gland secretions that both males and 
females add to the ejaculate. His team hopes to 
identify proteins instrumental in boosting the assets of 
sperm selected for storage.

“While we know quite a bit about the processes 
during the crucial period when sperm battles sperm 
and when seminal fluid mingles with the queen’s 
spermathecal fluid, we now need to pinpoint the 
molecular details of how evolution works on a 
biochemical proteomic scale,” says Dr Baer. “That 
remains a big but extremely exciting challenge.”

>>CONTACT

Dr Boris Baer, QEII Fellow, ARC Centre of 
Excellence in Plant Energy Biology
Phone: +61 8 6488 4495
Email: bcbaer@cyllene.uwa.edu.au

social insects 
have a long 
success story, 
far longer 
than our own

Above: Atta leafcutter ants 
Inset: A bee colony
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When Charles Darwin first encountered finches on 
the Galapagos Islands, he thought their plumage 
unexceptional and their song unmusical. However, 
his interest was sparked by his observation that the 
finches differed from island to island and displayed 
a great variety of beaks – thick ones for cracking 
nuts and seeds, smaller ones for catching insects, a 
further variety for feeding on fruits and flowers and 
one specifically designed to extricate grubs from 
holes. Much later this diversity became a key to his 
theory of natural selection.

UWA’s John Fitzpatrick has encountered an 
even greater diversity of fish species in East Africa’s 
Lake Tanganyika, the world’s second oldest, second 
deepest lake. An evolutionary laboratory that is 
hard to match, the lake stretches more than 600 
kilometres and washes the banks of Tanzania, 
Burundi, Zaire and Zambia. It boasts some 350 
species of fish, but it is the diversity of cichlids and 
the selection forces that have driven their evolution 
that fascinates the Canadian postdoctoral fellow 
who is working with UWA’s Centre for Evolutionary 
Biology.

In evolutionary terms, Lake Tanganyika is young.
It formed perhaps 20 million years ago and since then 
more than 250 species of cichlids have evolved, from 
small aquarium varieties to those that sustain local 
populations of humans.

“For a variety of reasons cichlids are very adaptive 
in the three great African lakes – Malawi, Tanganyika 
and Victoria – and all have had amazing speciation 
events,” says Dr Fitzpatrick. “Cichlids are particularly 
good at partitioning niches – for instance, on a single 
giant submerged bolder you could encounter three 
different varieties.”

Dr Fitzpatrick has never lost the sense of wonder 
that came with diving from the Zambian shore of 
Lake Tanganyika and encountering perhaps 50 
species in the immediate waters surrounding him.

“It’s a really great place to study sperm 
competition because we see just about every 
known variety of reproductive behaviour in this lake: 
monogamy, polygamy, polyandry – and variations 
of each – plus some quite extraordinary mating 
strategies.”

Take, for instance, the rigmarole that results in the 
fertilization of the eggs of a monogamous member 
of the cichlid family. O. ventralis has an elaborate 
courtship ritual that involves the male staking out 
his territory and building a ‘bower’. He creates a 
sand crater (“the bigger the better – our equivalent 
to driving a spectacular car!”) and hovers over it, 
alongside rival bowers with attendant males.

Having inspected the bowers, the female makes 
her selection, deposits her eggs in the crater and 
then scoops them up in her mouth – for this cichlid is 
a mouth-brooding fish. The male then indulges in a 
bit of stagecraft, swimming across the bower, trailing 
a tantalising pair of dummy ‘eggs’ from his pectoral 
fins. Attempting to also scoop these up, the female 
opens her mouth – prompting the male to ejaculate 
sperm onto the eggs already there. To ensure that the 
best quality sperm fertilises her eggs, the female then 
visits adjacent bowers and the ritual is repeated.

“Because there’s a lot of predation pressure in 
the lake, mouth-brooding in monogamous fish can 
be an effective way of incubating eggs and chances 
of survival increase because both parents care for 
the offspring. This means low sperm competition and 
relatively small, slow sperm,” explains Dr Fitzpatrick. 
“However, in polygamous species where fertilisation 
takes place externally and only females care for the 
young, sperm tend to be bigger, faster and more 
competitive. When just one parent looks after the 
offspring, fish also tend to breed more often.”

darwin’s ‘dream pond’
UWA postdoctoral fellow John Fitzpatrick is exploring the wealth of fish species 

and reproductive behaviour encountered in a lake dubbed ‘Darwin’s dream pond’.
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Top: Lake Tanganyika 
Centre: O. ventralis with its dummy ‘eggs’
Inset: Dr John Fitzpatrick at Lake Tanganyika

Dr Fitzpatrick says that Lake Tanganyika is an 
ideal natural selection laboratory for studying sperm 
competition. While some of his research findings 
in relation to cichlids (an important food source for 
people in East Africa) will be of use to the fishing 
and aquaculture industries, the main aim is to better 
understand evolution and sexual selection processes.

“Darwin thought that sexual selection happened 
before mating and that once the female had made 
her choice that was it, but what we have since 
learnt is that there is sperm competition in addition 
to male/male competition. This allows us to see 
how evolutionary pressures have shaped the world 
around us – and this will also help us anticipate how 
organisms might respond to different pressures in the 
future.”

It is the breadth of expertise and exploration at 
UWA’s Centre for Evolutionary Biology that attracted 
this Canadian postdoctoral fellow, who completed 
undergraduate and postgraduate studies at two 
Canadian universities before joining the centre’s team. 
His Canadian fellowship funding guarantees him 
two years at UWA and he is currently applying for 
Australian Research Council funding in the hope of 
staying another three years.

Dr Fitzpatrick is currently working with Australian 
Research Council QEII Research Fellow, Dr Jonathan 
Evans, exploring the effects of in-breeding in fish, 
which occurs when species numbers decline.

“Endangered species are often plagued by 
reductions in fertility,” Dr Fitzpatrick explains. “Recent 
studies have linked impaired sperm quality brought 
on by inbreeding with infertility in individual species.

“Our research indicates that the most inbred 
species had more sperm abnormalities and fewer 
motile (mobile) sperm and that inbreeding can 
severely reduce male reproductive fitness. Genetic 
viability and reproductive potential are therefore 
important considerations when restoring threatened 
populations. We also found that endangered species 
with the most severe loss of genetic variability 
had the poorest ejaculate quality. Since sperm 
quality is an essential part of breeding programs, 
these findings are of great importance in species 
restoration.”

Their findings were published recently in Biology 
Letters, published by the prestigious Royal Society of 
London.

>>CONTACT

Dr John Fitzpatrick, Postdoctoral Fellow
Phone +61 8 6488 4511
Email: jfitzpat@cyllene.uwa.edu.au
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“To be a person is to have a story to tell,” mused 
writer Karen Blixen who was dubbed ‘the Danish 
Scheherazade’. As the African night enfolded her 
farm in the highlands of Kenya, Blixen would spin 
stories for friends gathered around her fire, and 
when Africa had become a distant dream, her 
stories – and the classic, Out of Africa – were read 
across the world.

The impulse to tell a story is as old as civilization, 
and Blixen – whose inspiration ranged from Icelandic 
sagas to the tales of Scheherazade – joined a 
long line of story tellers who have entertained and 
enthralled us through the ages.

Scheherazade, perhaps the most beguiling of 
early storytellers, used her multi-layered tales of love, 
tragedy and comedy to delay impending execution. 
So enthralled was the Sultan in her nocturnal 
fables that after 1001 nights she won his heart. 
One Thousand and One Nights weaves together 
well-loved Persian, Indian, Arabic and Egyptian 
folk-lore and literature and was translated for the 
western world in the 18th century.

Such tales are still savoured in the 21st century, 
at a time when epitaphs are being written for the 
books that stand on library shelves or sit comfortably 
in our hands. Some claim that they will become 
casualties of the electronic technology that drives 
communication and is already promoting the e-book.

Others insist there has never been a better time to 
tell a tale and market it to the world.

While the debates continue, what is not in dispute 
is the fact that publishing continues to weather 
financial storms. Book clubs – including those online 
– are feeding our interest in reading and writing. 
Another certainty is that creative writing courses are 
flourishing at this University.

Creative Writing at undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels is enjoying unprecedented 
demand and UWA Extension and UWA Access report 
a ready response to courses offered.

This University enjoys an enviable reputation 
for Creative Writing, and excellence in teaching is 
bolstered by the presence on campus of high profile 
authors including Gail Jones (whose Sixty Lights was 
long listed for the Booker), poets Dennis Haskell and 
John Kinsella, and award-winning novelist Brenda 
Walker.

at uwa
UWA enjoys an enviable reputation for its Creative Writing courses. Trea Wiltshire 

talks to teachers who guide students through the complex, and sometimes emotional, 

journey of producing a manuscript, and to graduates and students producing works 

from science fiction to drama.

Telling tales

Left: Professor Dennis Haskell with Georgia Richter, when she 
was one of the inaugural students in UWA’s PhD in Creative 
Writing. (Photo: WA Newspapers)
Next page: Scheherazade, the storyteller from One Thousand 
and One Nights. From The Unknown Paintings of Kay Nielsen, 
edited by David Larkin (Peacock Press/Bantam Books, 1977)

the desire to write – to 
make meaning of one’s 

life – is almost universal
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UWA’s long standing commitment to promoting 
literature and culture in the community – through the 
Perth Writer’s Festival at the UWA Perth International 
Arts Festival, the New Writers Series from UWA 
Press, and the publication of the well-respected 
literary journal Westerly – all strengthened the 
University’s bid to host Australia’s second Chair in 
Australian Literature (see In Focus).

The School of English and Cultural Studies sets 
a high standard for those entering Honours, Masters 
and PhD courses by insisting that applicants must 
have established their commitment and credentials 
through published works.

The success stories of graduate and academic 
writers are celebrated throughout the School and 
inspire those still engaged in the long process of 
creating fiction or poetry. Graduate Alice Nelson 
recently joined eminent writers such as Geraldine 
Brooks and Helen Garner on the shortlist for the 
$35,000 Barbara Jefferis Award for 2009 (see In their 

own write). Alice’s novel The Last Sky was six years 
in the making. She dedicated it to her supervisor, 
novelist Professor Brenda Walker, whose last novel, 
The Wing of Night, won the national Kibble Award for 
Women Writers.

Contributing to the high standing of the UWA 
courses is the fact that the University’s current 
creative writing teachers – Professors Haskell and 
Walker and Associate Professor Van Ikin and Dr 
Steve Chinna – have many awards, publications, 
scripts and performances to their credit. It is their 
task to guide students through the complex – 
and sometimes emotional – journey of producing 
manuscripts, from science fiction and post-
modernist poetry to autobiography, fiction and 
scriptwriting.

“The desire to write – to make meaning of one’s 
life – is almost universal and writing is one way of 
realising that,” says Professor Haskell, lecturer and 
editor of the literary journal Westerly.

scheherazade, the most beguiling 
storyteller, used her multi-layered 
tales of love, tragedy and comedy 
to delay her execution
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“Probably the best and worst of courses on offer 
at universities are those devoted to creative writing 
which calls for a very different kind of teaching,” 
observes Professor Haskell. “While you can teach the 
craft of writing, just as important is teaching ways of 
tapping into imagination. Creative writing draws on 
different parts of your brain. While Western education 
is oriented towards getting people to think logically 
and conceptually, in writing you want to switch off the 
conscious brain and let the unconscious go to work.”

Those enrolled in postgraduate courses are 
required to produce a creative work along with a 
linked dissertation on aspects of the writer’s craft. 
Some struggle with the latter and one student had 
seen his novel published and favourably reviewed 
before completing this purely intellectual exercise! 
However, supervisors believe that working in a 
university context, students need that awareness of 
technical issues, especially if they plan to teach.

Professor Haskell, who has supervised students 
since the establishment of the Masters course at 
UWA, says that this role calls for a level of sensitivity 
not required in other areas of teaching. “Having 
yourself faced the daunting blank page – writer’s 

block – you understand what is involved. You also 
have to achieve a balance between guiding students 
and letting them work things out,” he says.

“The supervisor is not unlike a psychotherapist. 
You’re the sounding board. Students talk things out 
and one-to-one sessions force them to focus on a 
problematic area. Very often they go away happy – 
and sometimes you haven’t said much!

“Our course on autobiography involves people 
talking about their lives, so some sessions can 
become quite emotional. What you are getting 
students to do is to craft a life story. They have to 
know what to hold back, otherwise there is nothing 
for the reader to do. Some never get beyond the 
point of spilling things out.”

Professor Haskell says that while some graduate 
with published works, others never become 
professional writers yet the benefits of the courses 
are enduring.

“Most develop terrific insights into themselves and 
the English language, along with learning a lot about 
literature. Some go on to make terrific teachers,” he 
observes. “The hardest thing for anyone who tries to 
write creatively is just to get time: time to write, time 
to renovate your head, so to speak. Wordsworth’s 
phrase about emotion recollected in tranquillity 
makes a lot of sense to me. You have to have time 
to sink within yourself – it’s a different field of being 
you’re tapping into.

“You also need to be able to stand outside your 
own drafts and conceptions and see them as others 
might, which is one reason why you usually have to 
leave your writing to cool off in a drawer. Then there’s 
an intuitive, critical judgemental mind which comes 
into play. This is one of the things you learn through 
experience.”

Professor Haskell’s most recent book of poems, 
All the Time in the World (published by Salt) will be 
followed by Acts of Defiance: New and Selected 
Poems.

Lecturer and science fiction and fantasy writer, 
Associate Professor Van Ikin, agrees that for an 
academic, finding the time to write is hard. His own 
fiction output has dwindled since he began teaching, 
however he continues to edit Science Fiction: A 
Review of Speculative Literature, which he has 
published since 1977.

Van Ikin has moved beyond his specialist field to 
supervise mainstream and young adult fiction and 
says his approach to teaching creative writing is 
wholly intuitive.

“I am as atheoretical as it is possible to be, 
probably a little more so,” he says. “I try to get 
onto the ‘wavelength’ of an author and then the 
supervision can become a shared investment of time/

Above: Professor Brenda Walker, author of the award-winning 
The Wing of the Night, with PhD student Andy McNeil (Photo: 
Ron D’Raine)

creative writing often 
works through rhythms 

and shifts in rhythm
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energy/hope and dreams. Surprisingly, I find that one 
can remain extremely ‘close to’ and ‘involved with’ 
several utterly disparate projects.”

Van Ikin wrote his PhD at Sydney University 
on Australian political fiction while spending many 
library-hours ‘moonlighting’ to explore the history of 
science fiction in Australia. This led to his first book, 
the anthology Australian Science Fiction, published by 
University of Queensland Press in 1983.

Creative Writing lecturer and Associate Professor 
Brenda Walker is well aware of the joys and 
challenges of writing fiction. The successful novelist 
(Crush, One More River, Poe’s Cat and The Wing of 
the Night) is currently working on her fifth novel.

“The supervision of a creative project involves 
the understanding that although we read swiftly 
– creating the impression that writing should flow 
from the pen – writing itself is almost never fluent 
and effortless and we mustn’t be discouraged by 
this,” she says. “Creative writing often works through 
rhythms and shifts in rhythm; and developing 
something like a musical ear, usually through a great 
deal of reading, is something a supervisor can do. 
Reading and writing depend on one another and no 
student can expect to do one without the other.”

Despite the fact that he’s won Australia’s top 
awards for science fiction and fantasy, UWA tutor 
Stephen Dedman is better known in the United 
States than in Australia. He juggles tutoring at UWA 
with writing and working in a scifi bookshop.

“Apart from expertise, one of the most important 
things that a tutor can bring to class is enthusiasm,” 
he says. “My aim is to help all my students to learn 
how much they can enjoy writing, and in what forms 
and genres, be it the occasional short poem or the 
long slog of a multi-volume epic.”

Several Indigenous writers are studying at UWA 
and the School of Indigenous Studies, in partnership 
with Fremantle Press, is developing and publishing 
a new children’s series for primary schools. The 
Commissioning editor is Professorial Fellow Sally 
Morgan of the School of Indigenous Studies. While 
not involved in creative writing teaching, Sally 
Morgan’s My Place continues to touch those who 
read it – and to inspire her three children (see All in 
the family).

Works produced by graduates of creative writing 
programs in Australia have been published by UWA 
Press’ New Writing series. While the series initially 
focussed on such works, the Press has broadened 
its net to include books produced independently.

Says Press Director, Professor Terri-ann White: 
“The rationale for New Writing is that it carries books 
that involve some degree of risk-taking by authors: 
either in the form or approach, working against 
current orthodoxies or stepping into new stages, 
genres, stances. So far we have published novels, 
short story collections, poetry volumes and literary 
non-fiction and we have some serious figures in 

Australian literature as well as first-time writers.” For 
the full list of titles see www.uwapress.uwa.edu.au

Author Geraldine Wooller, whose work The 
Steamstress was published in New Writing, is currently 
working on another novel as part of a PhD. She is one 
of many students and graduates who shared their 
literary journeys with us in In their own write.

And a journey it clearly is. Andy McNeil completed 
Honours and is now studying for a PhD. The research 
component of his study sees him exploring literature’s 
‘outsiders’ – characters from Kafka’s Joseph K to 
Fitzgerald’s Gatsby. The creative component will be a 
novel-length work of fiction. Last year, this promising 
student had short stories published in The Best 
Australian Stories 2008 and New Australian Stories.

Andy recalls his impressions when enrolling 
at UWA: “I was surprised to discover a national 
community of kind and supportive people who have 
gone out of their way to ensure that young writers get 
some exposure. Most notably, my supervisor Brenda 
Walker, is heroically supportive.

“UWA is full of accomplished, approachable 
and encouraging people. There are well organised 
opportunities for students and staff to get together 
and present work. It’s nice, sometimes, to have that 
sense of participation.

For writer turned Fiction and Poetry Publisher 
of Fremantle Press, Georgia Richter, one of two 
inaugural students in UWA’s PhD course, it is now the 

it’s like crossing a 
bridge with a whole 
new vista opening up 
on the other side

Above: Creative Writing students Chad O’Brien, Jemma Young, 
tutor Sally-Ann Jones, Adinas Henry, Jen Inglis, Julian Hilton 
and Nurul Mohd Razif (Photo: Ron D’Raine) 
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arrival of a promising manuscript from a local writer 
that feeds her passion for creative writing.

“Nothing beats the buzz of picking up a 
manuscript and thinking: Wow – I’m so glad that we 
can bring this into the world!” says the award-winning 
short story writer.

“It’s also great to feel you’re at the hub of the 
writing community which I have always found to 
be very supportive and generous in WA – perhaps 
because of our isolation.”

There are also the benefits that come with 
immersing yourself in the creative process. Writer 
Sally-Ann Jones, currently studying for a PhD, derives 
great satisfaction from tutorial sessions she conducts.

“It’s wonderful to see a student who had been 
really hesitant about presenting work literally blossom 
when it is wholeheartedly embraced by their peers. 
Their whole demeanour changes. Suddenly they have 
confidence. It’s like crossing a bridge with a whole 
new vista opening up on the other side.”

In their own write
UWA graduate Alice Nelson joined leading 
writers Geraldine Brooks and Helen Garner 
on the shortlist for the 2009 Barbara Jefferis 
Award for her novel The Last Sky. 

Tales of a Russian refugee in wartime Shanghai 
intrigued UWA graduate Alice Nelson and are now at 
the core of her novel.

Ada Kadoorie was one of thousands of Jewish 
refugees who fled to Shanghai – the only port in the 
world that demanded neither passport nor papers.

Alice Nelson’s Jewish heritage intensified her 
pursuit of Ada’s story – from the scant recollections of 
wartime residents, but, more importantly, through her 
own recreation of the shadowy figure that obsesses 
her novel’s main character, an Australian academic. 
The setting is Hong Kong in 1997 as the trappings of 

empire fall and Britain prepares to relinquish its last 
colony of consequence.

This impressive second novel won Alice the TAG 
Hungerford Award. Published last year by Fremantle 
Press, it consolidates the reputation of a writer whose 
first novel, Swimming Without Water, was short listed 
for the 2004 Australian/Vogel Award.

The Last Sky unfolded as part of an Honours 
degree supervised by Professor Brenda Walker and 
Alice speaks highly of the benefits of study at UWA 
and later at the City University of New York.

“Writing is such a solitary pursuit, and this 
novel was six years in the making,” she says. “You 
sometime feel you’re working in a vacuum, so 
contact with your supervisor is vital.”

Alice has also benefitted from residential 
fellowships that enabled her to focus entirely on 
writing – at tranquil retreats where meals appear, the 
scenery is spectacular and other writers are on hand. 
She has made several visits to Varuna, the Writer’s 
House in the Blue Mountains, and spent time writing 
at the Dorset Writers’ Colony in Vermont and a 
French writers’ retreat in a 17th century chateau.

Alice is currently working on a novel set in Perth 
– the hometown she admits to missing when away – 
and New York, the hyped-up city she came to love 
when studying there.

Kim Scott’s powerful novel Benang won the 
Miles Franklin Award. He’s now nearing the 
end of a PhD at UWA.

When his 1999 novel Benang received wide acclaim, 
Kim Scott knew it would make the creation of his 
next novel – including his PhD project at UWA – more 
daunting.

Benang was the story of a man of Noongar 
ancestry coming to terms with country, family and 

20 |  Uniview Winter 2009



Previous page: Alice Nelson with her novel The Last Sky
Top left: Kim Scott and (inset) the cover of his novel Benang
Above: Mark O’Connor

to audiences. He has received a Commonwealth 
Postgraduate Scholarship to undertake PhD studies 
that will see him translate Troilus and Cressida, 
Twelfth Night and Henry IV Part 1.

While he would like to see his translations 
published, Mark is more interested in major theatre 
companies staging them. He has already received 
support for his task from the Australian National 
Institute of Dramatic Art, The Bell Shakespeare 
Company and from Shakespeare scholar Paul 
Prescott of the University of Warwick.

“While audiences may follow what’s happening in 
Twelfth Night even if they can’t fully understand the 
philosophical discourse, difficult works like Troilus 
and Cressida are often ignored or travestied. Great 
chunks of challenging texts are routinely cut, and 
directors staging them gloss over difficulties. The 
result invariably simplifies the original.

“I see myself as re-establishing the integrity of 
Shakespeare. By translating works into modern 
English pentameter, I believe I’m being more faithful 
to Shakespeare. My model is Neville Coghill’s 
translations of Chaucer, which have made the original 
texts more comprehensible and probably, more read 
and admired.”

In Oxford University Press’s Seven Centuries of 
Poetry in English, Mark O’Connor is allocated a good 
deal of space – not surprising as he has won several 
national and international awards. In 1999 he was 
the HC Nugget Coombs Creative Arts Fellow at the 
Australian National University and a year later was 
appointed to write poetry about the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics.

himself. Author Carmel Bird described it as “a work 
of deep, disturbing and dangerous necessity”.

The success of this novel meant that Kim was 
pulled in different directions: he was drawn to 
linguistic research; spent time chronicling the tales of 
elders; and became engaged in community-based 
projects.

Enrolling at UWA gave him the discipline and 
focus to work on his current novel set in Albany in the 
early 19th century. This work explores the extent to 
which Noongar people were involved in the whaling, 
sealing and fishing industries.

Research has taken Kim on a complex journey 
into the linguistics of an endangered language and 
one of his challenges has been to create characters 
that accurately reflect the Noongar ‘voice’.

What prompts a mature, internationally 
acknowledged published poet and author to 
enrol in a creative writing course? Sydney’s 
‘Olympic Poet’ responds. 

Mark O’Connor, poet and author of the recently 
published book Overloading Australia, says that he 
enrolled at UWA because he knew his supervisor 
would bring a great deal to his project.

“I know the quality of Dennis Haskell’s mind and 
his experience as a poet, and I knew he’d understand 
my project,” says the Canberra-based writer who is 
producing modern ‘translations’ of Shakespeare’s 
plays.

A keen scholar of the bard, Mark believes that 
linguistic challenges make some plays inaccessible 
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Geraldine Wooller’s novel The Seamstress 
won the 2008 WA Premier’s Literary Award. 
She’s now completing a PhD at UWA. 

Geraldine Wooller, whose novel The Seamstress 
(published by UWA Press) has collected several 
short listings, says it took her a long time to decide 
on enrolling in UWA’s PhD course in Creative Writing. 
She had already completed a BA (Hons) and an MA 
in Creative Writing.

“I was lucky enough to receive a scholarship,” she 
says. “Once embarked on the writing of a required 
novel for the degree, I realised the immense value of 
having a supervisor/mentor like Van Ikin who is such 
a close reader.

“I don’t know that you can teach someone to 
be creative but an academic supervisor has the 
experience to nudge the writer into being her own 
stern critic and editor. When UWA Press accepted my 
manuscript of The Seamstress I thought it was ready 
after so many re-writes, but it still benefitted from 
having an excellent editor in Amanda Curtin who is 
herself a writer.”

A widely travelled Perth-born writer, Geraldine 
is nearing the end of her UWA studies and a fourth 
novel set in Perth, London and Italy.

The Seamstress was shortlisted for the 2008 
Inaugural Barbara Jefferis Award and the 2008 WA 
Premier’s Literary Award and has been long short-
listed for the 2009 Dublin International Impac Award.

The titles of Anthony Eaton’s novels for 
young adults – The Darkness, Fireshadow 
and Skyfall – conjure up the richly 
imaginative creative seam that is tapped by 
this award-winning author. 

A Creative Writing doctoral graduate, Anthony Eaton 
now successfully combines a career in academia 
with writing. He is currently convenor of a specialist 
course in children’s literature at the University of 
Canberra.

Having won two WA Premier’s Young Adult 
Literature Awards, Anthony is now moving into the 
arena of adult literature with Into White Silence, a 
gothic horror novel published last year by Random 
House.

Anthony admits that while writing comes easily, 
the research that underpins his novels is time-
consuming. His current novel involved a trip to 
Antarctica and two full years of research.

He was determined that the historical and 
physical backdrop to his tale would be so detailed 
that readers would question whether such a voyage 
had taken place.

“It’s not a cheerful read,” he concedes. “There are 
shades of Frankenstein and The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner. But the historical facts – from steamship 
names and schedules to the movements of currents, 
ice flows and temperature charts – are so accurate 
that, hopefully, the tale becomes eerily realistic.”

Anthony’s first three books were published by 
the University of Queensland Press while he was 
Literature and Drama teacher at Trinity College in 
Perth. A meeting with the internationally regarded 
young fiction author Gary Crew (Strange Objects) 
spurred Anthony to write his first book.

“Gary took me under his wing and edited The 
Darkness,” Anthony recalls. “He was utterly merciless 
and tore into it chapter by chapter. In the end I did 
eight rewrites in three weeks. When he was happy, 
I sent it off and within a few weeks had a publishing 
offer. Then came another 10 rewrites with the 
publishers’ editor!

“The whole process taught me the value of being 
objective about your work. Now I know that when the 
first draft is finished, that’s just the beginning.”

Masters student Carol Ryles is working 
on a fantasy steampunk novel that brings 
together a smoky, 19th century London and 
futuristic technology.

Steampunk may be a world away from the fiction 
produced by most postgraduates, but variations 
within the genre of speculative fiction comprise an 
important niche in contemporary literature, and the 
presence on campus of science fiction writer Van Ikin 
ensures that the genre is well-represented in UWA 
creative writing.
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“Steampunk is often described as technofantasy 
and many works are set in a smoky, 19th century 
London with steam driven technology being used 
alongside futuristic technology and mythology 
borrowed from a number of different cultures,” 
explains Carol.

“My novel is set in an imaginary city loosely based 
on Victorian London and brings together magic, 
corrupt magicians, demons, steam driven machines, 
clockwork automata and a war. It’s also a ‘coming 
of age story’ about a young woman who can only 
survive by learning to use her forbidden magic. A 
major challenge is persuading readers to believe in a 
world that is clearly impossible and to do that through 
convincing detail, strength of characterisation and 
internal consistency.

“Using the 19th century as a backdrop is 
interesting because it marks the beginning of 
industrialism, feminism, and empirical science.”

Carol’s short stories have been published in 
Australian speculative fiction magazines and she has 
won the Katherine Susannah Prichard Science Fiction 
and Fantasy Award.

Rachael Hains-Wesson PhD student and 
intern says that tutorials help to offset the 
solitary nature of writing.

Lecturer Rachael Hains-Wesson has added another 
networking opportunity for students through monthly 
seminars she co-ordinates. Her Words and Thoughts 
seminars bring together academics and postgrads 
across a spectrum of genres.

“This is a space for meeting other postgraduates 
and discussing aspects of the writing craft with 
academics,” says Rachael. “It’s great for critiquing 

‘works-in-progress’ and learning how to present your 
work, which is a valuable tool for a writer.”

Rachael, who is completing a PhD on children’s 
theatre, is part of the School of English and Cultural 
Studies 2009 internship program. Her published 
works include Secrets little girls must keep and she 
has received awards and commissions for plays. 
Don’t Breathe a Word of it was staged at the 2000 
Melbourne Fringe Festival and was performed in 
Perth by Barking Gecko Theatre.

“I thrive being on campus,” says Rachael. “I am 
having a wonderful time as a writer/early career 
academic at UWA because I am being supported 
and nurtured. At the moment my long term goals are 
unclear because I want to enjoy my journey now, but 
I know that writing and performance will always be 
part of my life.”

Jen Banyard first came to UWA for Creative 
Writing units offered by UWA Extension’s 
Access program.

Previous page: Geraldine Wooller and (inset) her novel The 
Seamstress. Left: Rachael Hains-Wesson. Above: Jen Banyard

Tracing the journey of Jen Banyard’s Spider Lies 
from manuscript to publication illustrates the evolving 
nature of a work of fiction.

This UWA graduate came back to campus in 
2004 for two Creative Writing units through UWA 
Extension’s Access program. Her first story for 
UWA was accepted by the NSW Department of 
Education’s School Magazine that goes to most of 
the primary schools in that state. Having enjoyed her 
UWA experience she enrolled part-time in 2005 in the 
Higher Degree Research Preliminary (an equivalent 
of Honours) where a slender form of Spider Lies 
came into being, its 12,000 words constituting most 
of her dissertation. Jen later developed it into the 
21,000-word version published this year by Fremantle 
Press.
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Vivienne will explore notable plays with a science 
focus, including Bertolt Brecht’s Life of Galileo and 
Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen.

The UWA postgraduate regularly performs at 
poetry readings and slams (competitive poetry) and 
was WA finalist in the 2007 National Poetry Slam. 
She has participated in the last two Perth Writers 
Festivals at UWA and was one of five WA poets 
whose work appears in Amber Contains the Sun that 
was launched at this year’s Perth Writers Festival.

Spider Lies is a tale about a boy whose little white 
lies spawn a monster. It has received enthusiastic 
pre-release reviews from the children’s literature 
world and has been picked up by a major nationwide 
distributor of books into schools.

Vivienne Glance, a familiar face at Perth’s 
performance spaces, is studying for a 
Masters degree.

Students enrol in Creative Writing for a variety of 
reasons. For poet, playwright, theatre director and 
actor Vivienne Glance, a familiar face at the Blue 
Room and the Perth Institute for Contemporary Arts, 
it was a desire to acquire the depth of knowledge 
that a Masters degree demands.

“I have a breadth of experience acquired through 
being out there practising, but inevitably your work 
throws up habits and expectations,” says Vivienne. 
“My Masters will centre on science in theatre and 
the thesis will allow me to explore relevant areas of 
academic research and theory that will provide the 
background for a theatre script.

“I’m fascinated by the social and cultural 
significance of stem cell research and the many ways 
science is extending human life. The intersection of 
science and society, and the questions raised about 
decision making, has opened a great cultural debate I 
want to address.”

www.uwa.edu.au/colleges

College Living
for a degree more valuable

currie hall st catherine’s college st george’s college st thomas more college trinity

• Student accommodation
• Guest accommodation
• Full seminar and conference facilities
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Westerly and Indigo – providing ‘stepping 
stones’ for writers.

Australia’s second oldest 
literary journal, Westerly, is 
produced by UWA’s Westerly 
Centre, a major research 
centre in Australian literature. 
Established in 1982, the 
centre publishes books 
related to Australian 
literature and co-ordinates 
conferences, seminars, 
readings, book launches 
and professional 
development days for high 
school teachers.

Westerly is 
acknowledged as an 
important ‘stepping 
stone’ for writers who 

have gone on to achieve international 
reputations. Edited by Professor Dennis Haskell 

and Senior Honorary Research Fellow, Associate 
Professor Delys Bird, its contents are used as a text 
in first year Creative Writing courses.

Providing another publication outlet for local 
authors is indigo founded by UWA graduate Donna 
Ward. Launched in 2007, the journal is published in 
March and October by Tactile Books, a publishing 
company established by UWA graduate Jaine 
Konarik.

Its poetry, short stories and essays are selected 
by guest editors and the journal sells at selected 
book stores, including UWA Co-op Bookshop.

All in the family

Sally Morgan’s My Place stirred interest 
across the world and had a profound impact 
on readers – and her family. 

Story-telling is part of the fabric of family life for 
Ambelin, Blaze and Ezekiel Kwaymullina whose 
mother is Sally Morgan, author of that enduring best-
seller, My Place.

Ezekiel is about to enrol in a Masters in Creative 
Writing at UWA. Ambelin, a UWA graduate, lectures 
in the School of Law and is the author of several 
children’s books while Blaze is completing a PhD in 
Creative Writing.

In this family, writing is a family pursuit, with all 
collaborating on a series of children’s books. They 
bounce ideas off one another, exchange advice, and 
each brings specific skills to producing a manuscript.

“We grew up in a creative arts environment,” 
recalls Blaze who lectures in Aboriginal History at 
UWA. “We could see the impact writing can have. 
Twenty years after My Place was published, my 

Previous page: Vivienne Glance. Above: Author and academic 
Sally Morgan with her children Ezekiel, Blaze and Ambelin

mother still gets letters from people. It’s not about 
ego – it’s about how a book can positively affect the 
lives of others.”

Blaze has an Arts degree and a Masters of 
Criminal Justice from UWA. Last year, with his 
mother and brother, he authored the first of a series 
of children’s books published by Random House 
Australia. Stopwatch, the second in the series, will be 
released in 2009

One of Blaze’s PhD manuscripts, The Were Kids, 
chronicles the adventures of children who morph into 
animals – like the endangered Tasmanian tiger and 
the extinct marsupial lion. “The environmental theme 
brings in the Aboriginal concept that everything 
is alive: even an extinct animal has a presence in 
country and a place in the world,” he explains.

Author and illustrator Ambelin Kwaymullina 
lectures in law at UWA and writes children’s books, 
with other members of her family, and on her own. 

The UWA graduate views her books as a vehicle 
for delivering important messages to young people. 
She believes they also reflect aspects of Indigenous 
law and culture – “because not taking more than 
you need from the environment has always been the 
Indigenous way of living”.

“Indigenous culture is holistic,” she explains. “We 
don’t make distinctions between law, philosophy, 
culture, storytelling – they are all part of the same 
thing. In fact much of our law is communicated 
through stories.”

Ambelin’s book Crow and the Waterhole was 
listed by the Children’s Book Council as a Notable 
Book for 2008, was shortlisted for the Crichton 
Award for New Illustrators, and for Premier’s Awards 
in WA and Queensland. The UWA lecturer recently 
signed with Fremantle Press (which publishes her 
books) for three new titles.

Australia’s second oldest 
literary journal, 
produced by UWA’s Westerly 
Centre, a major research 
centre in Australian literature. 
Established in 1982, the 
centre publishes books 

POETRY & PROSESUMMER 2009

JOURNAL OF WEST AUSTRALIAN WRITING

Editors Sarah French, Richard Rossiter, Deborah Hunn

centre publishes books 
related to Australian 
literature and co-ordinates 
conferences, seminars, 
readings, book launches 
and professional 
development days for high 
school teachers.

acknowledged as an 

have gone on to achieve international 

centre publishes books 
related to Australian 
literature and co-ordinates 
conferences, seminars, 
readings, book launches 

school teachers.

Editors Sarah French, Richard Rossiter, Deborah Hunn
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The beauty of the original Hackett buildings, the 
significance of the site’s Indigenous history, the 
importance of ocean to the people of Perth, and the 
differing personalities of this State’s regions – all are 
reflected in a new campus building that has many 
stories to tell.

The new Business School which was officially 
opened last month (see In Focus) is a modern, 
imposing blend of cultures and icons. Architect 
Michael Michelides of Wood Bagot, says it does for 
the southern end of the campus what Winthrop Hall 
does for the north.

“There is so much beauty in UWA’s old buildings 
and we wanted to retain some of that richness, the 
colours and the textures, while presenting a new face 
for the 21st century,” he said.

The visible foundations are reconstituted 
limestone, and in another nod to the original building 
materials, terracotta is used at the eastern and 
western end of the building, not on the roof, but in 
long extruded tiles from France on the walls.

Gleaming copper, zinc and aluminium are 
featured throughout the School and all three make 
up a feature wall at the western end that glows in the 
afternoon light. On the inside of that wall, the organic-
looking windows are glazed in red, orange and 
yellow, inspired by the Rose Window in Winthrop Hall.

Three-storey glass ‘curtain’ walls let enough 
natural light in through the north and south walls 
to ensure that only ambient light is needed inside 
during the day, augmented by task lighting. Double 
glazing guards against losing heat in winter and air-
conditioned coolness in summer.

The air-conditioning is part of what Mr Michelides 
calls the project’s sustainable agenda. “It is the 
first time that chilled beams have been used to air-
condition a building in WA,” he said. Chilled water 
from UWA’s own supply cools air that is pumped 
through ceiling beams (it can also be heated in 
winter).

“The air is not recirculated as it is with most other 
air-conditioning systems, so it is much healthier,” Mr 
Michelides said.

The orientation of the building, the solid walls at 
east and west, the extensive glazing for natural light 
and the sun shading, including horizontal louvres on 

the north side, all help to reduce energy costs and 
make it a comfortable building, as well as a dramatic 
one. Offices have lights that turn on automatically 
when somebody enters the room and off when the 
room is empty.

In a fitting theme for a School dedicated to 
economics and commerce, the contribution to the 
economy of four regional areas of the State are 
recognised in colour schemes and naming of different 
sections of the building. The Pilbara (orange) and 
Kimberley (green) areas are on the north side; the 
Goldfields (red) and Wheatbelt (yellow) on the south.

The design team had five sessions with 
ethnographic consultants representing the traditional 
land-owners, the Noongar people.

“We talked about the cultural significance of this 
site to them and how we could respect that,” Mr 
Michelides said. “We took their ideas on board and 
they, in turn, loved our ideas for colour.”

The consultation process, part of the 12-month 
design period, culminated in a traditional Indigenous 
smoking ceremony in October 2006, before the 
first sod was turned to mark the beginning of the 
construction.

the new face of

The innovative design and use of materials reflecting our State’s unique land 

and seascapes bring an architectural beauty to the southern end of the campus 

reports Lindy Brophy.

UWA Business
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An Indigenous ‘blessing’ was part of the official 
opening ceremony, along with a non-denominational 
blessing and an open day to celebrate the new 
business hub.

The building has two lecture theatres named for 
donors Ernst and Young and the Wesfarmers, with 
seating capacities of 150 and 350 respectively. They 
have pop-up power and data points so students can 
plug in their lap top computers and download what 
is on the screen, without having to manually take 
notes.

There are case study rooms, tutorial rooms, 
break-out courtyards, a café and many places 
where staff and students can meet informally.

“It is almost exactly five years since we were first 
approached by the University, asking if we would be 
interested in this project,” said Mr Michelides. “Our 

first brief provided us with student numbers and 
rooms needed, but there was nothing in the brief 
about communal areas like the lovely big foyer we 
have created.

“By working hard to shave space everywhere, 
we saved 10 per cent of the briefed area and 
were able to include the atrium, courtyards, other 
common spaces and a bigger café.”

The northern (and main) entrance to this atrium is 
tiled in brilliant shades of blues and greens, evoking 
the colours of the sea and its importance in the lives 
of so many Perth people. The opposite side of the 
building is more reminiscent of the bush, with its 
natural undulations, roughly-mown grass and native 
flooded gums.

The $45 million building is now home to more 
than 4,000 students and 160 staff.

Business students: be the fi rst.
Get tomorrow's news today!

Find out what’s happening in business fi rst with FREE daily 

business alerts direct to your inbox. Simply register at:

www.wabusinessnews.com.au/

dailybusinessalerts

www.wabusinessnews.com.au
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❛It’s when you know❜

To be the fi rst call 9288 2100

28 |  Uniview Winter 2009



>>CONTACT

Professor George Milne – Phone: +61 8 6488 2717
Email: milne@csse.uwa.edu.au
Dr Joel Kelso – Phone: +61 8 6488 1536
Email: joel@csse.uwa.edu.au 

When he graduated from St Andrews University 
in 1974, George Milne was among the world’s first 
cohort of graduates in the relatively new discipline 
of computer science. Three decades later, the 
professor in UWA’s School of Computer Science 
and Software Engineering is amazed at the range of 
global applications for his area of expertise: computer 
modelling. From climate change modelling to charting 
the spread of deadly pandemics, this vital research 
tool is addressing some of the world’s most pressing 
problems.

The World Health Organisation funded modelling 
by Professor Milne and Research Associate Joel Kelso 
on the effectiveness of pre-pandemic vaccines. Their 
modelling of the spread of Bluetongue, an insect-
borne African viral disease now affecting sheep and 
cattle in Europe, is funded by the government of 
Scotland. Recent – and topical – research on effective 
interventions in checking the spread of flu pandemics 
was partly funded by the Federal Government’s 
Department of Health and Ageing while the Bushfires 
Cooperative Research Centre has supported research 
on the spread of bushfires.

Recently, the group’s work on swine fever in feral 
pigs in the tropics was published in the highly-ranked 
journal Veterinary Research while the flu pandemic 
research has appeared in the on-line journal BMC 
Public Health. Professor Milne is very keen on seeing 
the group’s work published online because it makes 
research widely available unlike printed journals to 
which scientists must subscribe.

“You can’t produce a model for the spread of flu 
unless you understand the nature of viruses,” says 
Professor Milne. “In relation to the outbreak of H1N1 
in Mexico, we know that you get a higher death rate 
at the source of a novel disease. As it moves out into 
the world, mortality rate drops off.

“It’s a case of the Darwinian process of survival 
of the fittest. Viruses constantly mutate to survive, 
so within weeks of the outbreak in Mexico, there 
would have been slight variants out there, some more 
deadly than others. Viruses with a very high mortality 
rate – like Ebola that rapidly kills entire villages in 
Africa – tend to die along with their hosts. Less 
virulent strains survive longer because they continue 
to be transmitted by people who don’t feel all that ill 
and are therefore still out there mingling.”

The unleashing of flu pandemics inevitably 
evokes those black-and-white images of empty tram 

cars, deserted city streets, schools turned into fever 
hospitals and the mass graves that were a legacy of 
the outbreak of Spanish Flu following World War I.

Quarantine measures are said to have protected 
Western Australia from the worst of a pandemic that 
killed an estimated 50,000 Australians and between 
20 and 40 million worldwide. ‘Social distancing’ 
interventions continue to play a vital role and were 
the focus of modelling done by Professor Milne and 
Research Fellow Joel Kelso.

Whereas large scale computer modelling of flu 
pandemics has been done in the United States and 
Britain, Dr Kelso said that the UWA researchers opted 
to do the first ever detailed modelling of a single 
town. Albany with its 30,000 population allowed 
them to plot the most effective non-pharmaceutical 
interventions – such as confining people to their 
homes, closing schools and businesses.

“Hopefully our finding will help policy makers 
understand how to intervene most effectively based 
on the severity of the virus. We were able to show 
that social distancing interventions could reduce 
the rate of development and the overall burden of 
epidemics,” said Dr Kelso.

Modelling the future
As a young Scottish computer scientist graduate, George Milne had no idea that his career 

would see him collaborating with epidemiologists, plant and animal scientists and fire 

fighters to apply computer modelling to global pandemics, agricultural pests and bushfires.

Above: Professor George Milne and Dr Joel Kelso
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newsmaker

In July last year Justice Robert French was 

named Chief Justice of the High Court of 

Australia. The UWA graduate was the first 

Western Australian to be appointed to this 

position, joining other distinguished graduates 

who are playing a leading role in helping to 

shape the nation. As his responses to our 

questions indicate, Robert French the student 

was an articulate activist who could well have 

ended up in the political arena. No doubt there 

are a few members of the Karrakatta Club who 

still recall the young activist’s deployment of a 

firecracker to demonstrate a point!

of Foreign Affairs but then decided to defer any final 
career commitment until I had done my articles and 
been admitted as a lawyer. My commitment to legal 
practice crystallised during the two years that I was 
an articled clerk. For the first time I was engaged in 
real legal work, acting for people with real problems 
and having to apply the law to the resolution of those 
problems. The inherent interest of legal practice 
and the sense of engagement with the law that I 
experienced in those two years never left me.

Apart from studies, what were your interests/
involvements at UWA?
The range of my interests and involvements at UWA 
was considerable. I suspect that a substantial part of 
the benefit which I took from my university education 
came from those activities.

In my first year I was elected to a committee of 
the Guild of Undergraduates and became involved 
with the First Year Science Students’ Association and 
the University Debating Club. In the following year I 
was President of the Science Union, which was the 
Science Students’ Society. At the end of 1966 I was 
elected to the Guild Council and to the office of Guild 
Treasurer.

I was heavily involved in politicking at student 
general meetings which were frequent and large 
in those politicised days. I remember opposing 
proposals, in 1966, for a student strike in protest 
against the inadequate funding of teacher training 
and secondary education in Western Australia. I 
engaged in debates at general meetings about the 
Vietnam involvement, the legalisation of marijuana 
and euthanasia. Although the student strike proposal 
for education was defeated I participated in public 
presentations about the issue. I turned up as an 

As a secondary school student did you have a 
clear idea of what you wanted to study?
At age 10, I wanted to be a station hand on a pastoral 
property. By age 12 I had decided to become a 
brain surgeon. By age 17, theoretical physics was my 
future.

When you were studying at UWA, how did you 
view your future career?
I was at UWA as a fulltime student from 1965 to 
1970 inclusive and as a part-time student in the 
Articled Clerks program in 1971 and 1972. For the 
first three years at UWA I undertook a science degree 
and initially held to the view that I would become a 
theoretical physicist. That view became somewhat 
blurred as my interest in student politics and the 
larger political scene diluted my commitment to 
physics.

By the end of my third year it was clear that I was 
not going to be a theoretical physicist of any note, 
if at all. After finishing the BSc I enrolled in an LLB 
but without any clear idea of what I would do with it. 
In fact one of the attractions of the LLB was that it 
opened up a variety of career possibilities, including 
the practice of law. At that time, in the 1960s, there 
was little anxiety about securing employment.

Upon completing my law degree I was still not 
committed to the practice of law. Indeed, I applied 
for entry into the Department of Foreign Affairs. The 
Dean of the Law School at that time also seemed 
to think I might be interested in joining some secret 
intelligence agency and gave me a form to fill out. 
The form required a detailed account of my life, 
associations and movements up to that time. It made 
me tired just looking at it, so I threw it away. As I 
recall, I was offered an interview with the Department 
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invited speaker at the Karrakatta Club in Perth 
and introduced the topic of teacher education by 
holding up a firecracker known as a “penny bomb” 
and saying “this is easy to get, largely paper, but 
dangerous in the wrong hands”. I then held up a 
teacher’s certificate and said the same about it. 
Those present were somewhat bemused. My graphic 
comparison however did nothing to wake up the line 
of ladies fast asleep in the back row.

The many other activities, and those I particularly 
enjoyed, involved the organisation of public lectures 
and seminars on matters of current interest. In this 
vein we had a week of lunchtime lectures about the 
history and politics of the Vietnam War, and another 
about communism.

I was also a member of the Western Australian 
University Regiment, rising to the unlikely post of 
Lieutenant in charge of the Intelligence Platoon (or 
was it Section). Many years later I returned to the 
Regiment for a number of years as its Honorary 
Colonel, which was a great pleasure.

In 1968 I became involved in larger scale politics 
as President of the University Liberal Club, which 
gave me a seat on the State Council of the Liberal 
Party. Other members of the University Liberal Club 
included some later to be prominent members of 
the ALP, including Geoff Gallop and Bob Pearce. I 
was endorsed as the Liberal candidate in a quixotic 
campaign against Kim Beazley Snr for the seat of 
Fremantle in the 1969 election. I lost 60 per cent to 
30 per cent. However, as a result of my involvement 
in the campaign I met a number of women, members 
of the Liberal Party, who were setting up the New 
Era Aboriginal Fellowship. They had been inspired to 
do so by the UWA Summer School of 1969 which 
included the theme “A New Era for Aborigines”. 
With others, I set up the Justice Committee of that 
Fellowship. That Justice Committee later became the 
Aboriginal Legal Service.

In 1971 I was elected, along with Jim McGinty, 
as one of two fulltime student members of the UWA 
Senate. I was elected for a two-year term and Jim 
McGinty for a one-year term. He was replaced by 
John Dawkins but came back in any event ex officio 
as Guild President. I should add that about this time 
Kim Beazley Jnr was President of the University ALP 
Club, Bob McMullan was Senior Vice President and 
my future wife, Valerie Lumsden, was Junior Vice 
President

There were many other interests and involvement 
which marked my six years on campus as a time of 
delight and intellectual stimulation.

What is your working day like and how do you 
relax?
The working day on the High Court is intense. 
Generally speaking the Court sits and hears appeals 
for two weeks out of every month. Non-sitting periods 
are taken up with preparation for the next sitting 

period and writing judgments on matters heard 
earlier.

Because the High Court is the final court of 
appeal in Australia the cases that come to it are 
almost all difficult. If they were not difficult, they 
would not have reached the Court. They often involve 
important issues of principle in both public and 
private law. They may affect the relationship between 
Federal and State Governments and the relationship 
between governments and people. 

As Chief Justice, I also receive many requests to 
speak at conferences and other public events. While 
it is not possible to accept all of those, I try to take 
the opportunity which they present to contribute to 
public education about the rule of law, the function of 
the judiciary and legal developments generally. There 
is always work to do at night and always work to do 
on weekends. Despite that, life as a Judge of the 
High Court is one of endless interest. I am working 
with six highly intelligent and motivated people who 
are the other Justices of the Court. We have as our 
associates (each appointed for a year), the best and 
brightest law graduates from around Australia. One of 
my associates at present is a graduate of UWA; the 
other is a graduate of Macquarie University.

So far as relaxation is concerned, it is the rather 
unimaginative combination of jogging, reading, 
watching the occasional B grade movie and every 
now and again superior cultural adventures such as 
opera, other performing arts, art galleries and so on. 

from uwa political 
activist to australia’s 
chief justice

Previous page: Justice Robert French 
Above: Robert French (left) campaigning with his band 
(Photo: The Sunday Times)
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Supreme Court Judge and author Nicholas Hasluck has published several volumes of poetry and 

10 works of fiction, including the award-winning The Bellarmine Jug and The Country Without Music. 

His novel A Grain of Truth prompted a reviewer to observe that it reflected the author’s conviction 

“that life is a conflict between the structures of social order – exemplified by the law – and the 

anarchy that lies at the core of human experience”. In his latest work Somewhere in the Atlas, an 

account of travels in New Guinea, China, Vietnam and Bolivia, the UWA graduate notes that “to 

find out where one is at a given moment bears upon the mystery of who one is – or what one may 

become”. Nicholas Hasluck has served as Chair of the Literature Board of the Australia Council and 

is currently Chair of the Commonwealth Writers Prize. The following is the address given by Justice 

Hasluck when he received an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters earlier this year. 

The new graduate should therefore heed the 
advice often given by old-timers in show business: 
be nice to everyone, because the people you meet 
on the way up are the same people you meet on the 
way down. It is another way of pointing out that life – 
the mysterious play script – is full of surprises.

This brings me back to Elizabeth. About 20 years 
ago, as an aspiring Australian writer – a storyteller 
– I received a residential fellowship to attend a 
writer’s colony situated near Saratoga Springs in 
upstate New York. The old mansion and surrounding 
bungalows known as Yaddo were established by 
American philanthropists over a century ago, as a 
sanctuary for writers to press ahead with their work. 
I met Elizabeth soon after I arrived.

From time to time, readings from works in 
progress were held in the sitting room of the old, 
almost gothic mansion. I can recall Elizabeth 
reading some poems at a gathering of that kind. 
It was a friendly occasion but as there were 
only a handful of people in the room, I was soon 

guest column

Let me begin by congratulating all those who are 
about to receive their degrees. I feel greatly honoured 
to be here, for it is close to 45 years ago that I first 
appeared on this stage at a graduation ceremony.

I use the word ‘stage’ advisedly. The notion of 
appearing on stage bears upon the story I wish to 
tell about a woman I met many years ago as a young 
poet. For the time being I will call her simply by her 
first name, Elizabeth. To use her full name early on 
might be enough for at least some of you to identify 
her, and foresee the ending, thus subverting the 
storyteller’s art.

All the world’s a stage, Shakespeare said: men 
and women are merely players. This view of life 
is not entirely fanciful. We make friends at school 
and at university. As time goes by, friendships and 
family connections are shaped and reshaped by 
chance encounters, new associations, moments of 
intensity, appearances and re-appearances, as if 
we are simply characters being pushed about by an 
invisible playwright.
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reminded of similar readings in Australia, tiny 
gatherings where the writers chosen to present 
their wares are condemned to read to a small but 
dedicated coterie.

Indeed, I have heard of an apocryphal event at 
one literary festival – this may even be an urban 
myth – in which a panel of four poets, scheduled 
to read at 2pm, found themselves reading to an 
audience of only four people, being the four poets 
who were scheduled to read in the next session 
starting at 3pm. The audience then dwindled 
to three as one of the waiting poets became 
depressed and departed. He had realised that 
when the 2pm readers left the stage, the 3pm 
readers would have no audience at all.

Disappointments of one kind or another are 
sent to test us in every walk of life. There are many 
ways of facing up to set backs. The situation I have 
just described could have been dealt with by wry 
humour of the kind employed by administrators in 
the last days of the crumbling Habsburg empire. 
They were sometimes heard to say – a saying that 
could be a catch-cry for administrators anywhere – 
‘the situation is hopeless, but not serious, being a 
situation we have seen many times before’.

Poets and artists tend to feel set backs with 
a special intensity. It is in their natures. Unlike 
scientists or philosophers they are not devoted to 
working out explanations for the facts before them; 
unlike politicians, merchants or administrators they 
are not in the business of putting facts to use.

Artists are driven by their own unique response 
to the facts around them. Are their senses stirred or 
delighted by the ways of the world?

Whatever the walk of life you choose, you need 
to keep your wits about you as the years go by. 
You must read the signs. You have to work out 
whether you are on the way up or on the way down, 
whether you are building on the skills you acquired at 
university or simply marking time, whether you have 
found your true vocation – be it scientist, merchant or 
administrator. The key to it is to stay alert and strive.

Quite by chance, I next met my poet friend 
Elizabeth two years ago at the Calabash 
Literary Festival in Jamaica. As Chairman of the 
Commonwealth Writers Prize, I was there for the 
annual award which takes place in a different 
Commonwealth country each year. Elizabeth was 
among the poets on the program. We spoke of 
our time at Yaddo and, swapped news about other 
writers who had been there with us.

I have a photograph of Elizabeth reading at a 
microphone in an open-sided marquee at Treasure 
Beach, Jamaica, with a glimpse of palm trees and 
turquoise sea in the background.

I can well remember the smell of jerk chicken in 
the air and the throb of marimba drums from Jake’s 
Hut nearby where most of the visiting writers were 
staying.

Chance encounters of this kind, appearances 
and re-appearances, bring with them a sense of 
enrichment – a renewed zest for life. What will happen 
next in the unseen script can never be predicted, but 
an ongoing sense of curiosity about the world, an 
involvement in the lives of others, will keep you active 
as a player in the never-ending drama, whatever you 
learnt on the way to acquiring your degree.

I saw Elizabeth again quite recently. It was about 
3am on a Wednesday morning. I was in pyjamas at 
the time. From my home in Perth, like many others, I 
had tuned in to see the newly-elected President of the 
United States, Barak Obama, take the oath of office. 
After he had spoken, a reading was given by Elizabeth 
Alexander, Professor of African American Studies at 
Yale University. Elizabeth, the little-known poet I had 
seen reading in an almost-deserted sitting room at 
Yaddo, then in a tent near Jake’s Hut in Jamaica, was 
now standing on a stage outside the Capitol building 
in Washington DC, reading her work to a world-wide 
television audience of countless millions.

There is a magic in poetry; a magic in the world. 
One has to stay alert – and sometimes stay up – to 
behold it.

The decisions we make about what we want to 
be are usually based not on fact but on intuition. Like 
the poet, it is important to respond to what goes 
on around you intensely and, if necessary, to take 
charge of the script and change it.

In his famous work Seven Pillars of Wisdom, 
T.E. Lawrence – known as Lawrence of Arabia – 
commenced his account of the uprising in the desert, 
the quest for independence he initiated, with these 
few lines of poetry:

I loved you, so I drew these tides of men into 
my hands
And wrote my will across the sky in stars
To earn you freedom, the seven-pillared worthy 
house,
That your eyes might be shining for me when 
we came.

MELROSE BOOKS
St Thomas’ Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG, UK

Phone: 01353 646608  Fax: 01353 646602
info@melrosebooks.com  www.melrosebooks.com

(ref: UV)

The UK’s leading independent publisher is now 
seeking new manuscripts in all subjects.

Also seeking short stories for a fiction anthology
For an appraisal please send your manuscripts to:

DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH?

Uniview.indd   1 07/05/2008   11:27:06
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St George’s College
(Monday 22 June 2009 – Friday 17 July 2009)

Located opposite The University of Western Australia and 
backing on to Kings Park, St George’s College offers a 
range of reasonably priced, short-term accommodation for 
conference guests, visiting academics and students.

The newly constructed Memorial Wing consists of six 
townhouses. Each townhouse boasts three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, a kitchen, lounge and laundry areas.

• Self-contained townhouses (from $210* per night) 

St George’s offers a variety of comfortable single rooms 
(some with private bathrooms).

• Single Ensuite room ($70* per night) 
• Budget room ($60* per night)

*All prices are inclusive of breakfast.

For enquiries and bookings call: 08 9449 5555 
or email: admin@stgeorgescollege.com.au

Winter Accommodation at

Excuse me… I’m too busy.

A screening mammogram takes just 20 minutes 
and is recommended every 2 years for women 
aged 50 to 69 years.

Women in Australia have a 1 in 8 risk of developing breast cancer 
in their lifetime. If you’re 50 years or over, a FREE screening 
mammogram from BreastScreen WA can detect up to 90% of 
breast cancers.

BreastScreen WA has 8 metropolitan clinics in Perth, and 4 mobile 
screening clinics visit over 100 locations in WA every 2 years.

No excuses… call 13 20 50 for your appointment.

www.breastscreen.health.wa.gov.au D
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Once a year, UWAGA, the Council of Convocation 
holds a 50th Reunion of Graduation luncheon in 
Winthrop Hall. Many distinguished graduates have 
addressed these well-attended gatherings. Last 
year, John Rutherford (BSc DipEd), this State’s first 
WA-born male player to represent Australia in a Test 
Match in 1956, proposed the Toast to the University. 
He reminded guests how UWA had improved the 
lives of countless graduates, including those present 
at the luncheon.

John chose a shining example to illustrate his 
address on a theme which appropriately highlights 
UWA’s recently introduced policy of allowing mature 
age students to enrol on the basis of an interview 
alone. In the pilot program last year, students 
performed as well as, if not better than, many who 
had gained entry in the normal manner.

The graduates at the reunion heard the tale of 
a young lad who, in 1910, arrived from the United 
Kingdom to live on a Merredin farm with his family. 
With no formal education beyond 10 years of age, 
but with the help of a Russian workman and a set 
of encyclopaedias with a section on How to learn a 
foreign language, he picked up Russian within a few 
weeks.

After 12 years of farming he tried unsuccessfully 
to enrol at UWA, asserting that he knew 21 
languages but hadn’t been to high school. Luckily, 
the Head of Languages decided to investigate and 
would later tell colleagues that this young man knew 
more about foreign languages than anyone at the 
University.

Fred Alexander, in Campus at Crawley, wrote that 
he was the most brilliant student of languages to 
graduate from the University in its first half century. 
He was also the University’s first Hackett research 

convocation recalls the 
momentous journey of 
sir harold bailey
Harold Bailey was not formally educated beyond 10 years of age, but had mastered 

more than 20 languages by the time he enrolled at UWA as a mature age student. 

He went on to achieve international fame as a linguist. Rita Clarke reports.

student. After obtaining his degree, he taught Latin, 
before accepting the job of Professor of Sanskrit at 
Cambridge University in England.

John continued to fascinate his listeners by 
framing this man’s remarkable career. He was 
Harold Bailey (later Sir Harold Bailey) who never 
married, spent his life as a scholar of outstanding 

Above: Sir Harold Bailey in the cherkeska (mountaineer’s 
coat) presented to him in the Caucasus in 1966. Photo: John 
Twigg: A History of Queens’ College, Cambridge 1448-1986 
(Woodbridge 1987) (painting by Ronald Way, 1972) 

grad news
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association
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achievement, and by the age of 96 could speak and 
write more than 50 languages – more, it is thought, 
than anyone else in the world.

If guests had wished they could have discovered 
(from Alan Rush’s obituary in The Independent 
newspaper of 12 January 1996) that Bailey was a 
man of exceptional physical strength who walked or 
cycled to remote villages to learn or practise various 
ancient languages.

In the Caucasus in 1966, attending the 800th 
anniversary of the birth of the Georgian poet 
Rustaveli, he amazed the assembly by speaking 
in local Ossetic languages, which earned him a 
present of the cherkeska (mountaineer’s coat) 
in which he was subsequently painted – on 
commission from his college in Cambridge – by 
Ronald Way (1972). Harold Bailey became the 
first Lecturer in Iranian and Zoroastrian Studies 
at the School of Oriental Studies (now SOAS) in 
London and is suspected of having become a 
secret Zoroastrian at that time. Rush suggests 
that Bailey’s fundamental life’s work was to trace 
the development of the one language from which 
the Indian and Iranian languages evolved. He 
investigated Indian Buddhist culture amongst the 
peoples of Chinese Turkistan and was fascinated by 

the nomadic Sakas living in the kingdom of Khotan 
(Marco Polo’s “Land of Jade”).

He played the violin or viola in chamber groups, 
and displayed, says Rush “all the love of sacred 
texts and all the courtesy, austerity and striving for 
scholastic excellence associated with the Benedictine 
monastic tradition”.

Sir Harold Bailey wrote more than 3,000 verses 
of his diaries in a private language concocted from 
classical Sarmatian inscriptions. When Rush asked 
him why, he replied, “Well, the diaries are not really 
so obscure. Indeed I’d say there’s hardly a line that 
could not have been understood by any Persian of 
the fourth century.”

What is obscure, is the working of a child’s mind 
in that outlying Merredin farm which took Harold 
Bailey on such a momentous journey. What isn’t, of 
course, is the propriety of UWA in keeping an open 
and encouraging mind towards those who may have 
missed out on early ‘formal’ education – but who 
had time as a child to dream, imagine, and self-
educate, like Sir Harold Bailey.

Sir Harold bequeathed an annual prize at UWA for 
the best student of Asian studies. The Sir Harold Bailey 
Award is sufficiently endowed, says John Rutherford, 
to ensure that the award will go on in perpetuity.

Coming soon – Convocation’s famous annual 50th Reunion Luncheon of the Graduates of 1959 
and Earlier to be held this year on Sunday 22nd November 2009 in Winthrop Hall.

Graduates who have already celebrated their 50th Anniversary with us (or who could not attend 
earlier functions) are welcome. A formal invitation will be sent to all. Any volunteers who would like 
to help organise the event are invited to join a small sub-committee. Your assistance will be much 
appreciated.

We have lost contact with a few 1959 graduates and list those below. If you have an idea of their 
whereabouts could you please let us know.

Mr David E Allan, Mr Robert W Allen, Mrs Lynette M Baxter, Mr David Beck, Mr Dusan M Biskup, 
Ms Margaret C Biskup, Mr Jeffrey C Bolto, Mr Graham A Brown, Ms Helen G Collins, Mr Geoffrey W 
Combes, Mr Ian G Cook, Dr Hedley J Eager, Ms Leslie R Fleming, Mr David J F Forman, Mr Patrick 
C Grant, Dr John W Green, Mr Colin R Greenhill, Ms Ewa A Haberfeldt, Ms Ruth M Henderson, Ms 
Dorothy E Hogg, Mr Derek E Jakes, Mr Rodney A James, Mr Ivor C Jumeaux, Mrs Elizabeth M H 
Kitchen, Dr Nicholas M Kraw, Dr Lawrence Y C Lai, Mr Edward W Lynch, Mr William K R MacDonald-
Taylor, Mr Abdul K Manas, Ms Pamela M McCarthy, Ms Sally McConnell, Mr John F S McGibbon, 
Dr Kenneth M Milne, Mr John E Mitchell, Mr Herbert J Moffatt, Mr Louis G Moran, Dr Reginald Platt, 
Dr Glen H Riley, Dr Gilbert A Rooke, Dr John D Rowe, Mr Anton Sedlar, Mr Neville V Selby, Dr Ruth 
Smart, Ms Phitaya Smutrakalin, Mr Stanley N Summers, Mr Aleksander M Topolnicki, Ms Alajos Ugody, 
Mrs Wilma G Venville, Ms Margaret A Studer, Ms Mavis L Watt and Mr Alan R Young.

Please contact Daniela Giovannetti, Convocation Officer, on +61 8 6488 1336 if you have any 
information or if you would like to help organise this year’s event.

50th Reunion Lunch

grad news
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When we think of elite athletes our minds often 
drift to the highly paid footballers who train all week 
and then run out onto the field to the applause of 
thousands of fans. However, this lifestyle can only be 
a dream for student athletes. Instead of concentrating 
merely on their sport, they have to fit huge volumes 
of training in and around their study and work. This 
year’s recipients of the Convocation Sports Bursary, 
are two such athletes.

Reece Baker is currently training to represent 
Australia in the K4 1000m at the Kayak World 
Championships in Canada next year.

“This is a very hard event to train for. It requires 
a lot of time in the boat with your three team mates 
getting used to how one another paddles, because 
it needs a lot of synchronicity. We also need to be 
in the same location – usually on the Gold Coast at 
the Australian Institute of Sport’s training facility, or 
overseas,” says Reece. The reality of this training is 
that between April and June, Reece will only be in 
WA for three weeks. “It makes it very hard to keep on 
top of full-time studies,” says the young athlete.

A hectic training schedule, starting at 4.30am and 
demanding up to 30 hours a week also throws up 
challenges in attending Engineering lectures. Reece 
catches up through online recordings, so is thrilled to 
be able to buy a laptop with the scholarship. “I can 
use it overseas and in the Eastern States which will 
definitely help me keep more on top of my studies.”

The second recipient for 2009 is Zoe Timmers 
who is currently the 5th ranked junior high jumper in 
the world, with an impressive personal best of 1.85m. 
In July, Zoe is heading to the World University Games 
in Serbia in her quest to further her chances for 
selection to the Commonwealth Games.

“Whilst the World University Games are of similar 
standard to the Commonwealth Games, they are 
entirely self-funded so I will be using my Convocation 
bursary to attend this year,” says Zoe. The remaining 
funds will go towards purchasing training equipment 
to help with her push for Commonwealth Games 
selection.

Zoe balances her training and competition 
with final year studies in Human Movement and is 
planning on completing honours next year.

Both Reece and Zoe have their eyes firmly set 
on London in 2012, and continuing to fly the flag for 

Oh! to be in England in 2012 
UWA athletes at the largest sporting event in the 
world. As Reece says, “Ken Wallace won gold (in the 
K1 500 at Beijing) so it shows nothing is unachievable 
if you put your mind to it.”

The Convocation Sports Bursary is funded by 
Convocation and UWA Sports. To donate to this or 
any of the other awards sponsored by Convocation 
contact Daniela Giovannetti, Convocation Officer, on 
+61 8 6488 3006 or convocation@uwa.edu.au

Top right: Reece Baker. Bottom right: Zoe Timmers

Sports Bursary Award winners aim high and talk to Alasdair Dempsey.
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CONVOCATION, THE UWA GRADUATES ASSOCIATION
invites all graduates and other members of Convocation
to attend its

SECOND ORDINARY MEETING
to be held on Friday, 11 September 2009
at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start
in the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery

There will be reports from: 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson 
Warden of Convocation, Mr Simon Dawkins
and Guild President, Mr Dominic Rose

Guest Speaker: Professor Ted Snell 
Director, Cultural Precinct
on UWA’s plans for the new Cultural Precinct
RSVP on +61 8 6488 3006 or via convocation@uwa.edu.au

Refreshments will follow the meeting Professor Ted Snell (Photo: Sonia Payes)

grad news

AUSTRALIAN VISAS

FREE
APPRAISALS

AUSTRALIAN VISAS

FREE
APPRAISALS

Keith Cook BEd, MSc, Registered Migration Agent
Number 0108109 of A & M Australian Migration,

is offering this special service. 

Email: keith@a-maustralianmigration.com.au
Phone: (61 8) 9593 6307  Mobile: (61 0) 414 360 201

www.a-maustralianmigration.com.au

France
apartments & cars

Agents for Australian owned French holiday houses. 
Providing sound, practical car travel advice to European 
travellers for more than 12 years. For example:

30 days car hire for 2 ___________ $1300.00

28 days apartment for 2 ________ $2100.00

Contact Pauline Ollivier 
Phone: (08) 9367 4074   Mobile: 0428 674 074
Email: PaulineO@bigpond.net.au
Web: www.franceapartmentsandcars.com.au
In association with Travel Success – T.A.L. No. 9TA 1234

ACT Alumni Maintain Active Agenda

Convocation, the UWA Graduates 
Association of the ACT continues to 
offer an active and interesting program 
of events to UWA Alumni residing in 
Canberra. On 13 May members attended 
a lecture at the Australian National 
University by Dr Andrea Dutton on the 
topic Lessons from the Past: Sea level 
changes during previous warm interglacial 
periods. Dr Dutton is a Research Fellow 
at the ANU’s Research School of Earth 
Sciences. WA Graduates interested in 
being kept informed of the activities of the 
ACT Association, and who are not already 
on its email list, should contact Mary 
Pollard, President, on mary@pollardcorp.
com or telephone (02) 6247 4048.

The President of the UWA Historical Society
and The Warden of Convocation

have pleasure in inviting you to attend their

Inaugural Annual Lecture
Halcyon Days: The Sixties at UWA
to be delivered by Robert Shenton French
Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia

at 6.00pm on Friday 24 July 2009 in Winthrop Hall

Please RSVP by Friday 17 July 2009
to shobha.cameron@uwa.edu.au +61 8 6488 3556
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Uniview is sent to UWA graduates throughout the world – which makes GRAD BRIEFS a great way to keep in touch 
with fellow graduates. Why not send in some information about where you are and what you are doing? You could 
also send a good quality photo: either a hard copy photo on photographic paper or a digital image (tif or jpg file  
at 300 dpi). We will return hard copy photos if requested. Send details by email to terry.larder@uwa.edu.au or post  
to Terry Larder, The University of Western Australia, M427, 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley, WA 6009.

1940s

Lesley Greagg (née Wall)(BA 
1947) lectured in Geology for the 
Kalgoorlie School of Mines after 
graduating. She writes that as 
was the custom in those days she 
had to stop teaching when she 
got married and later returned to 
UWA to tutor in English in 1961/2. 
She transferred to Monash 
University with her husband  
and undertook post graduate 
studies in Education at Melbourne 
University. This was followed by 
teaching and research in higher 
education. On retirement, Lesley 
researched and wrote a book 
on the years she and her fellow 
students were at UWA as fee free 
undergraduates. Lesley thought 
this an important matter because 
she had not found any research 
on the social background or their 
subsequent careers. Her book, 
The Free University’s Class of 
1947, was launched last year at 
functions in Perth and Melbourne 
and is available for purchase. 
Telephone: +61 03 9631 9775.

1950s

Bruce Truscott (BSc(Agric) 1953) 
was inspired to study agrostology 
at UWA by Harry Elliott (WADA) 
Reg Rossiter (CSIRO) and 
David Riceman (CSIRO in SA ). 
He worked in various areas of 
agrostology including a time with 
the Reserve Bank’s Rural Liaison 
Service in Sydney, producing 
agricultural economic material for 
banks to encourage commercial 
farming. Bruce later analysed 
land sales and produced books 
for banks setting out rural land 
values. He retired at 59 buying an 
orchard where he produced sub-
tropical fruits. Bruce now lives in 
Ballina and is still a keen fan of the 
Eagles, Dockers and the Sydney 
Swans.

1960s

Gillian Moore (née Oakley)
(BA 1966; DipEd 1967; MA 
1980) retired from the position 
of Principal at Pymble Ladies’ 
College and was awarded an 
Order of Australia for services 
to Education in 2007. She has 
been enjoying working part-time 
as an education consultant and 
contributing to several boards. 
Gillian writes that she enjoys travel 
and music. Opera, ballet and 
the theatre fill in the time beyond 
family commitments.

Geoffrey Newman-Martin 
(BSc 1967) recently retired 
from the Royal Australian Army 
Medical Corps as a Lieutenant-
Colonel. He now works as a 
consultant toxinologist. He writes 
that his three volume medico 
scientific textbook, Manual of 
Envenomation and Poisoning – 

Australian Fauna and Flora, has 
been donated to the University 
Library.

Other initiatives have been 
supplying fishing nets and 
sewing machines to promote 
self-reliance. Since retiring John 
has undertaken six  volunteer 
placements in Milne Bay, where 
he has helped in a number of 
financial management plans to 
improve the school’s cash flow. 
Interested groups who would 
like to learn more about the 
projects in PNG should contact 
John on +61 08 9795 7163 or 
email jjeffrey@iinet.net.au

Kevin Smith (BA 1963) now 
lectures in the BComms 
program in Public Relations 
at Edith Cowan University 
following a secondment from 
industry. After 10 years in 
journalism, he specialized 
in trade and development 
public relations in Indonesia 
and Australia as a senior 
government adviser over a 
period of more than 30 years. 
Kevin is a former Fellow of 
the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors and a Life 
Fellow of the Public Relations 
Industry of Australia. His 
community service includes 
board membership of Sydney 
Rotary in the 1980s and various 
Catholic and Ecumenical media 
committees in the 1990s. He is 
involved with committee work 
for the City of Perth RSL sub-
branch. Kevin is pictured here 
with his wife.

John Jeffreys (BEc(Hons) 
1965; BCom1975) made 
outstanding contribution to 
schools in Papua New Guinea 
has been recognised by the 
Federal Government with a 
Certificate of Appreciation.
The former Bunbury Cathedral 
Grammar School teacher 
has been heavily involved in 
charity work with the support 
of the Uniting Church’s Uniting 
International Mission, which 
aimed to help schools in Milne 
Bay become more self-reliant, 
particularly in growing their own 
food and vegetables. He writes 
that with encouragement, 
students used fertile areas 
around the school to grow 
50 tonnes of food and in the 
process helped to save about 
$50,000 for the community. 

Ian Conochie (BA 1969) writes 
that after failing in Engineering 
during the 1940s and serving 
in the RAN, he trained as a 
schoolteacher as he already had 
a AMEB diploma, LMusA. He later 
studied at UWA completing his 
Bachelor of Arts degree majoring 
in Geography and then taught 
in State senior high schools. 
He married Enid Huggett (BA 
1949) and their daughter Brenda 
Conochie (BA 1976) is also a 
UWA graduate. Ian and his wife 
transferred to Denmark Senior 
High School in 1978 and retired 
from teaching in 1984. Together 
they were founders of a large 
land sharing community and 
also members of the Denmark 
Historical Society. In 2006, they 
were jointly awarded the Denmark 
Citizen of the Year award. 
Unfortunately, Enid died in 2007 
and Ian writes that at the moment 
he in reasonably good health 
aged 84.

1970s

Jennifer Browne (BEd 1972; 
MEd 1976) is preparing a book 
on the story of her father, Gordon 
Browne, who was well-known 
as the Science Master and 
Department Head at Perth 
Modern School for many years.

Charles Finkl (PhD1972) is the 
Series Editor of the Encyclopaedia 
of Soil Sciences and has been 
Editor-in-Chief of the International 
Journal of Coastal Research 
for the past 25 years. He is 
working with Coastal Planning 
and Engineering as their Marine 
Geologist. He lives in West Palm 
Beach in the US and former 
classmates can contact him at 
c.finkl@coastalplanning.net

Geoff Gallop (BEc 1972) has 
been the Director, Graduate 
School of Government at the 
University of Sydney since 
2006. He was elected a Fellow 
of Australian and New Zealand 
School of Government in 2008.

Bill Kean (MB BS 1972) has 
returned to Perth after working 
for 23 years with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) in the 
Philippines, China and at their 
headquarters in Geneva.

Conrad Crisafulli (BE(Hons) 
1973) recently retired from 
the role of Director for IP 
Commercialisation at Curtin 
University of Technology, where 
he had established a successful 
technology commercialisation 
business. He was previously the 
managing director of TechStart 
Australia Pty Ltd, a boutique 
venture capital firm and was 
involved in various investee 
companies. He has had many 
years of experience in senior 
management roles in the 
energy and telecommunications 
industries,such as 
Commercial Manager at 
QPSX Communications Pty 
Ltd from 1990 to 1998, and 
as a non-executive director of 
Ipernica Ltd (formerly QPSX 
Ltd), an intellectual property 
commercialisation company 
listed on the Australian Stock 
Exchange, since October 2000. 
He has had an involvement in 
bringing a number of animal and 
human health technologies to 
market, including VectoGen Ltd.  
He is a current non-executive 
director of the Sydney University 
biotechnology start-up ZingoTX 
Pty Ltd.

Nicholas Di Lello (BA 1973) 
has published a bilingual book 
of poems in Italian/English with 
background photographs. He 
writes that the book is selling well 
and is available by emailing the 
author. Nicholas is also writing 
a semi-autobiography which he 
hopes to complete by the end 
of the year and the title of the 
book will be A Migrant’s Journey. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at ndilello@westnet.com.au 

Philip Sexton (BSc 1977) 
writes that he is growing grapes 
and making wine in Victoria’s 
Yarra Valley. Former classmates 
can contact him at phil.s@
innocentbystander.com.au 

Wendy Duncan (née Tonkin)
(BA 1976 ) is the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister for 
Regional Development, WA State 
President of the Nationals WA 
(2004-2009) and Member for 
Mining and Pastoral Industries. 
Wendy has had a career in agri-
politics, law and local government 
as well as project management 
and strategic planning.
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1980s

Gerald Crooks (BMusEd(Hons) 
1980) had taught for many years 
in schools around Perth and 
several years in school leadership 
positions in Geraldton and Perth, 
Gerry was appointed Principal 
of McAuley Catholic College in 
Grafton, NSW in 2002. This year, 
he accepted the Principalship 
of St James College, a co-
educational multicultural Catholic 
school in central Brisbane.

Emily Gunson (BMus(Hons) 
1980; PhD 2000) will direct a 
series of chamber concerts 
this year commemorating the 
Bicentenary of the death of 
Haydn. She also continues to 
share aspects of her doctoral 
research through her on-going 
series, the French Flute project. 
Emily will again direct the sixth 
Avon Valley Spring Chamber 
Music Festival.

Carol McCarthy (BSc 1988; BPE 
1991) has been living in country 
Victoria for the past 12 months 
and is busy looking after her 
infant daughter. Carol previously 
worked in the viticulture industry 
in Margaret River for 10 years. 
Former classmates can contact 
her at carolmccarthy@westnet.
com.au

1990s

Joyce Westrip (BA 1992) has 
co-authored with Mrs Peggy 
Holroyde, Colonial Cousins – the 
Australia India Connections. 
This book is available through 
Wakefi eld Press, South Australia.

Chee Choong Wong (BEc 1993) 
writes that he has published his 
fi rst book and bought commercial 
property in Kuala Lumpur. He lives 
in Malaysia and is married with 
one child. Former classmates can 
contact him at b_siew@tm.net.my

Lisa Johnston (BA 1996) 
is Senior Director, Human 
Resources for IAC and lives in 
New York. Former classmates can 
contact her at lisajohnston263@
yahoo.com

Timothy Fairchild (BSc(Hons) 
1998; PhD 2005) has been a 
Senior Lecturer in Sport Science 
at Murdoch University since 
last year. He previously was an 
Assistant Professor at Syracuse 
University in the US from 2005-
2008. Former classmates can 
contact him at T.Fairchild@
murdoch.edu.au

Emma Phillips (BA 1998; DipEd 
1999) spent nine years teaching 
in Rockingham before moving 
to South Australia to study for 
her Master’s degree in Creative 
Writing at the University of 
Adelaide. Emma writes that since 
living in SA she has become 
involved in local theatre,acting in 
and now directing some semi-
professional productions, while 
relief teaching to fund her new 
pursuits.

Janusz Lipnicki (BA 1999) 
has been working for Hobsons 
Australia as their Production 
and Editorial Manager since 
graduating. He lives in Melbourne 
and is married with two children. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at j.lipnicki@hobsons.com.au

2000s

Li Hoon Lim (B Com 2003) 
has experienced various jobs 
in different areas of accounting 
and fi nance since graduating 
from UWA. Li Hoon writes that 
she has fi nally settled as a public  
practice accountant and is joying 
her current position in Perth. 
She writes that she has found 
her UWA degree in Commerce 
extremely useful in her career.

Jodi Luke (BEc 2003) writes 
that she has recently become 
engaged and is working for 
the Northern Territory Power 
and Water Corporation in their 
Regulation, Pricing and Economic 
Analysis Unit. Former classmates 
can contact her at jodi.luke@
nt.gov.au

Chua Kok Seng (MEdMan 
2003; EdD 2008) completed his 
Doctorate of Education degree 
in Future Correspondence 
in Singapore. He is teaching 
at the Shanghai Singapore 
International School and former 
classmates can contact him at 
churakokseng_seb@yahoo.com

Susan Lees (BA 2003) is currently 
working as a conciliator at the 
Energy and Water Ombudsman 
(Victoria). She is also studying  
for a Masters of  Law degree at 
Monash University.

Harun Harun (MAcc 2004) 
is completing his PhD at the 
Waikato Management School, the 
University of Waikato. He recently 
received an award from IAGRP 
(Indonesia-Australia Governance 

Research Partnership) to assist 
in his studies. Former classmates 
can contact him at harunak2001@
yahoo.com

Adi Yusri bin Haji Idris (BSc 
2004) writes that he has just 
completed his PhD studies in 
Immunology at the University of 
Queensland, where he currently 
holds a postdoctoral position 
at the Institute for Molecular 
Biosciences. Former classmates 
can contact him at a.hajiidris@
imb.uq.edu.au 

Christopher Frame 
(BCom(Hons) 2006) has 
published QE2: a Photographic 
Journey and writes that he has 
four new books due out between 
October 2009 and December 
2010. For further information 
refer to www.qe2book.com or 
email him at chris@chriscunard.
com

Marcella Polain (PhD 2007) has 
published her fi rst novel, which 
was developed from her PhD 
thesis, The Edge of the World. 
The book was shortlisted for the 
Commonwealth Writers Prize 
and her third poetry collection, 
Therapy Like Fish, was published 
last year by John Leonard Press. 
Former classmates can contact 
Marcella at m.polain@ecu.edu.au

Rebecca Newman 
(née Ihlein)(BA 1995) 
is married with three 
children. In 2007, she 
completed a Graduate 
Certifi cate of Editing 
and Publishing through 
the University of 
Southern Queensland 
and last year published 
the fi rst issue of 
Alphabet Soup, a 
quarterly magazine for 
children aged 6 to 12 
who love reading and 
creative writing. More 
information about the 
magazine can be found 
at www.alphabetsoup.
net.au

Tendy Wato (MBA 2004) 
has recently returned with his 
family to live in Sydney and he 
is at present exploring various 
employment options. Former 
classmates can contact him 
twjbnadine@yahoo.com

Anna Polley (née Parsons)
(BE(Hons) 2005; BCom 2005) 
is an Information Systems 
Advisor with Ernst & Young and 
previously worked for two years in 
Edinburgh. Anna was married last 
April in Margaret River.

Debra Salway (MBA 2005) has 
been the CEO at WAGP Network 
since October 2008. Former 
classmates can contact Debra 
at dsalway@wagpnetwork.com.au 

Alexis Winch-Buist (née Millar)
(BFA 2004) writes that she had 
worked and exhibited in the 
local art scene before embracing 
motherhood as the ultimate 
career change! Now a mother to 
two children, she has established 
a small business in the production 
of organic heirloom variety 
herbs and vegetable seedlings. 
Alexis can be contacted at 
edibleheirloom@bigpond.com

Handi Kurniawan (MBA 2007) 
is Head of the Learning and 
Talent Development Unit at the 
Standard Chartered Bank, in 
Jakarta. He writes that under 
his leadership he has shaped 
the department and team and 
received the SCB Learning 
and Talent Development- 
ExcellenceTeam Award in 
2008. Handi is enjoying his 
work and is enthusiastically 
planning future developments 
for the bank.

Justin Richard (LLB 2007) 
works as the Corporate Counsel 
for the United Group Resources 
based in Perth. He is also the 
Bishop of Warwick ward for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints. Justin writes that 
he is looking forward to his next 
holiday, when he will be taking 
his wife and seven children on a 
road trip across the Nullabor.

Thomas Ansell (BSc(Hons) 
2008) is a PhD student enrolled 
through Anatomy and Human 
Biology at the WA Sleep 
Disorders Research Unit, Sir 
Charles Gardiner Hospital.

Tony Goh (BCom(Hons) 2008) 
is a procurement offi cer at the 
WA Department of Treasury 
and Finance. He writes that 
these are exciting times as the 
WA Government is driving its 
effi ciency initiatives through 
procurement as well. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
tony15gck@gmail.com
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Unicredit is your local 
banking alternative, with 
friendly counter service, 
full internet banking and a 
range of card products.

With free access to EFTPOS, Visa, ATMs and 
internet banking, you’ll have the opportunity 
to experience great personal banking service.*   
Access cash, pay your bills or transfer your funds 
with personal service - over the counter. 

To find out more, just call into our Main Branch 
and Lending Centre, next door to the Broadway 
shopping centre - or drop by one of our campus 
branches.

Anyone can join Unicredit, and as a ‘mutual’ 
organisation all profits are retained in the Society 
to the benefit of all members.

personal banking  
with no fee for counter service

* Current membership maintenance fee is charged at $2 a month only if total account values are less than $500.  Terms, conditions & fees apply. This information does 
not take into account your personal situation and you should consider if it’s appropriate. Please read our Information, Terms and Conditions in conjunction with the Fees 

brochure available from the branch.  The University Credit Society Ltd.  AFSL 244168. 

UWA Branch Nedlands Branch
1st floor, Guild Building 80 Broadway
11am-3pm, Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Mon-Fri
Ph 6488 1218 Ph 9389 1011

Car Loans - Home Loans - Term Deposits - Financial Planning 
Insurance - Visa Access - MyCard Mastercard

Unicredit is your friendly banking service with free counter transactions  
- at UWA, Curtin, Murdoch and at 80 Broadway, Nedlands.

free over-the-counter service - at UWA and Broadway, Nedlands



*Photographers:  
A Woman’s Touch

of  aof aLifetime

Experiencethe

   Let The University Club of Western Australia help you create a

                  Wedding to Remember
Idyllically positioned on Matilda Bay foreshore and nestled amidst the 
lush, landscaped gardens of Perth’s most prestigious university, The 

University Club of Western Australia offers the perfect venue for your 
special day.

Spoil your guests with a mouth watering array of local cuisine, fine 
wines and impeccable service in an exclusive riverside location.

For more information on making your wedding the experience 
of a lifetime, please visit our website:

www.universityclubconferences.com.au  
Or contact the Conference and Events team  

on +61 8 6488 4820


