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Perth Convention Bureau offers up to $50,000 in assistance to help organisations of all 
kinds bring national and international conferences to Western Australia. 

We just helped Jean win her bid 
to bring the National Library and 
Information Technicians Conference 
to Perth in 2011.

Hosting a conference can have huge 
benefits like raising your personal 
or professional profile, increasing 
membership for your association, 
attracting sponsors and showcasing 
local expertise.

We are a non-profit organisation 
whose role is to promote WA as a top 
conference destination and assist 
any Perth or regional organisation to 
secure and host a conference here.

So, why not let us do the legwork?   
Speak to us and we’ll show you 50,000 
good reasons to host your conference 
at home.
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Desert country comes to UWA 
Detail of an artwork by Kunmanara (Eileen Yaritja) 
Stevens, Australia, c.1915 – 2008, Pitjantjatjara 
people, South Australia, Piltati, 2005, Nyapari, 
South Australia, Art Gallery of South Australia, 
Adelaide, © Kunmanara (Eileen Yaritja) Stevens, 
Courtesy of Tjungu Palya (see In Focus)
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Guild Presidents past and present
Dr Frank Hibberd who travelled from Sydney 
for centenary celebrations and current 
President Tom Antoniazzi (see 2011 UWA 
Foundation Dinner)
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grad briefsin focus

The first half of 2011 has been extraordinary! 
If ever we needed confirmation that our graduates are making a difference, it came with a 

string of awards and appointments.
First there was Shaun Tan’s Academy Award (see Winning Hollywood’s highest accolade) 

followed soon after by a Grammy – the Oscars of the music world – for Senior Visiting 
Research Fellow Andrew Lawrence-King in the UWA School of Music. 

As plans for the next Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Perth ramped up, 
there was the announcement that UWA graduate and leading Queen’s Counsel Dr Malcolm 
McCusker would become the State’s 31st Governor, replacing Dr Ken Michael, a former UWA 
Chancellor and graduate. 

A forceful advocate for social justice, Dr McCusker had been a mentor for the next 
graduate singled out for recognition. Rhodes Scholar James Edelman practised as a barrister 
in Dr McCusker’s chambers before taking up an appointment as Professor of the Law of 
Obligations at Oxford, the youngest law professor in that university’s history. In late July, 
James Edelman becomes the youngest judge in the WA Supreme Court – his appointment 
was described as a coup for the court by fellow graduate and friend, WA Treasurer and 
Attorney General Christian Porter. 

Keeping the School of Law firmly in the spotlight are the graduates featured on our cover 
– Jackie McArthur (2011 Rhodes Scholar for WA) whom we profile in this issue and Anna 
Rakoczy, a senior litigation lawyer at Corrs Chambers Westgarth who was awarded one of 
three Fulbright Scholarships that went to UWA graduates (see Fulbright hat trick). We profiled 
Anna in our Summer 2010 issue after she was named Young Lawyer of the Year.

What a way to celebrate!

1. Graduate Shaun Tan with his Oscar. 2. Grammy winner and Research Fellow Andrew 
Lawrence-King. 3. UWA graduate (and WA’s future Governor) Malcolm McCusker with his 
wife Tonya (also a Law graduate). Photo: ©The West Australian. 4. James Edelman and his 

wife Sarah Percy (who will take up an academic post in international relations at UWA) 
with their children at Oxford (Photo: ©Terence Bradford)
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Oscar-winner back 
on campus

UWA Extension’s Winter 
program is a bumper mix of 
lectures, panel discussions, 
music and courses that will 
increase knowledge and 
skills in a range of areas. 
Here’s a small sampling.

UWA graduate Shaun Tan 
will be one of several high 
profile visitors. The Oscar 
winner will provide insights 
into the way he works in 
From Hillarys to Hollywood 
(21 June).

The following month, 
ABC Radio National’s 
Rachel Kohn, who presents 
the perennially popular 
program The Spirit of 
Things, will lead a panel 
discussion bringing together 
a Christian, a Jew and a 
Buddhist: Father Oscar 
Aguilera of Aranmore and 
Trinity Colleges, Rabbi 
Sheryl Nosan-Blank of 
Temple David and author 
David Michie. They will 
discuss their religions and 
their perspectives on Time 
(5 July). 

The ABC presenter will 
also talk to UWA’s virtuoso 
violinist Winthrop Professor 
Paul Wright about the 
sacred and profane in 
music. Professor Wright 
will also perform with the 
Winthrop Choir (6 July). 

The UWA Library, a 
resource for the entire 
community, is a fascinating 
place to browse. Dr Toby 
Burrows of the Reid 
Library’s Scholars’ Centre 
will introduce his audience 
to some of the library’s 
rarest books and most 
valuable manuscripts. The 
evening includes a hands-
on look at individual items 
as well as a guided tour of 
the special collections area.

For details of the winter 
program, go to www.
extension.uwa.edu.au

ABC presenter Rachel Kohn
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grad briefsin focus

Recent achievements and appointments provide a fitting 
backdrop to the first of three important years marking 
UWA’s centenary. 

This year marks the centenary of the passage through 
State Parliament of the Act that led to the establishment of 
the University and it was celebrated at a Foundation Dinner 
that brought many distinguished graduates to the campus 
(see pages 22 and 23). 

The dinner was a grand occasion that saw 
parliamentarians, community and business leaders, 
academics and members of the UWA Executive – plus an 
impressive 25 former Guild Presidents – mingling in the 
forecourt of Winthrop Hall before moving into its glowing 
interior. 

UWA graduate and former Prime Minister (and Guild 
President) Bob Hawke addressed the gathering and 
launched a centenary book 100 Treasures, a mix of 
images and captions providing insights into the UWA story. 
The University’s research, art, cultural collections, iconic 
buildings and magnificent gardens are featured, along with 
some secret places and rarely seen treasures. The book 
is available from both the Co-op Bookshop and the UWA 
Visitors Centre.

Marking our centenary 

Executive director of Rio Tinto Sam Walsh, Dr Sue Boyd who 
heads the UWA Senate Centenary Planning Committee and 

former Woodside Chief Executive Don Voelte

Deputy Opposition Leader Julie Bishop with former Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke and Chancellor Michael Chaney

Honouring Dr Hondros
Respected former senior staff member, the late Dr George 
Hondros, is remembered for his outstanding contributions 
to civil and structural engineering, including his input as 
structural engineer for the Narrows Bridge Project. 

Following his death, members of the Greek community 
and of the extended Hondros family, along with students, 
colleagues and friends, contributed to a fund that presents 
the annual Dr George Hondros Memorial Lecture. 

In May, leading members of the civil engineering community 
and members of the public gathered at the University Club to 
hear the 26th memorial lecture on the building of the world’s 
largest hydropower project: the Three Gorges Dam in China. 
The engineer in charge of the project, Dr Cao Guangjing, 
delivered the lecture and it was good to see Dr Hondros’ 
nephew Jack and his wife Stella in the audience. 

A shared fascination with birds has brought together two 
distinguished artists who explore the habitats, harmonies 
and habits of birds – from Australia’s mallee country to 
the misty mountains of Japan – in a handsome new UWA 
Publishing book. 

Lines of Birds presents poems by Barry Hill, a much-
awarded poet and writer, and artist John Wolseley whose 
work is represented in all state galleries and public and 
private collections.

This UWA Publishing book is both a celebration of the joy 
that birds bring and a warning that the harmonies they bring 
to woodland and heath must not be lost. 

Lines of Birds is available from the Co-op Bookshop and 
all major retailers. 

Birds of a feather…

A John Wolseley painting from Lines of Birds

UWA’s long tradition of hosting international scholarship 
students continues with the University currently welcoming 
more than 90 AusAID Development Award students, 
education being a flagship sector of Australia’s aid program. 

Farewelling graduating AusAID students, along with those 
supported by major oil company Saudi Aramco, the Vice-
Chancellor Professor Alan Robson noted that students from 
Africa, Asia, Papua New Guinea and the Pacific Islands are 
currently supported by AusAID scholarships. 

“Many scholars from former years have now become 
important leaders in their home governments, universities or 
businesses, and we believe you have the same potential,” 
Professor Robson told the departing graduates.

The Vice-Chancellor noted that an AusAID student survey 
conducted last year indicated students were “100 per cent 
satisfied” with the support provided by the University’s 
International Sponsored Students Unit.

One of those enthusiastic about his time at UWA was 
Thinley who has returned to teach in the Himalayan 
kingdom of Bhutan. While his parents never went to 
school, they appreciated the importance of education and 
Thinley trained as a teacher in Bhutan and was posted to 
a remote government school. His AusAID Development 
Award brought him to UWA for MSc (Communication and 
Education) studies. 

Leaders in the making

AusAID graduate Thinley and his wife
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As it approaches its 60th anniversary the Graduate 
Dramatic Society is presenting Chekhov’s well-loved 
classic Three Sisters as part of UWA’s WINTERarts. 
Directed by Raymond Omodei, the production opens at 
the Dolphin Theatre on 1 July and plays for 10 nights. 
Taking on the leading roles are Meagan Taylor, Kimberley 
Harris and Brianna Stanway. 

March brought graduation 
ceremonies and the return 
to campus of another 
distinguished graduate – 
Indonesia’s Vice-President 
Boediono, who was awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate for 
his service to Indonesia and 
the global community. 

Professor Dr Boediono is 
acknowledged as a reform-
minded minister who has 
played a key role in restoring 
macroeconomic stability to 
Indonesia. 

UWA Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Alan Robson 
said the award highlighted 
the importance of UWA’s 
enduring educational 
engagement with neighbouring nations.

“Professor Dr Boediono is one of many international students welcomed by this University 
since the 1950s when the Colombo Plan began providing study opportunities for students 
from the Asia-Pacific region,” said Professor Robson.

“Our international responsibilities continue to include supporting the educational aspirations 
of high-quality students from our neighbouring nations who will become the policy-makers 
and decision-makers of the future.”

Indonesia’s Vice-President shared fond memories of his time as an economics 
undergraduate at UWA during the 1960s. He pointed out that it was a time of considerable 
tension between his country and Australia but Indonesian students at UWA were welcomed 
with genuine and unfailing warmth – a characteristic he encountered across Australia. 

“There is no doubt in my mind that this University provided my intellectual foundation and 
had a profound influence on my journey in life,” said Professor Dr Boediono. “If someone 
asked what was the greatest influence this institution had on me personally, I would say 
it was its contribution to the formation of my attitude to people and toward society – the 
basic building blocks of my subsequent view of the world. With my UWA experience and 
credentials, new doors of opportunity opened for me.”

While he clearly excelled at his studies, another Colombo Plan graduate in the audience 
later reminded Professor Dr Boediono that he also had time to enjoy himself as a member of 
a five-piece Indonesian band/vocal group.

During his visit to the campus, Professor Dr Boediono was a guest speaker at a dinner 
for the In the Zone: The geography of global prosperity forum. The Perth-based In the Zone 
series, established by UWA in 2009, aims to engage national and international leaders in a 
foreign policy and economic dialogue. For more information on the series visit: www.zone.
uwa.edu.au/

Indonesia’s Vice-President honoured

Indonesia’s Vice-President Professor Dr Boediono 
flanked by Vice-Chancellor Professor Alan Robson 

and Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney

Three Sisters at the Dolphin

Australia Day Honour 
for Dean

The transformative power 
of education is familiar to 
Winthrop Professor Jill 
Milroy who, as Dean of 
the School of Indigenous 
Studies, has seen more 
than 250 Aboriginal 
students complete 
undergraduate and 
postgraduate studies. 

Professor Milroy has 
watched students – such 
as Bachelor of Social Work 
graduate and current PhD 
student Glenda Kickett, 
winner of the 2010 Social 
Worker of the Year Award 
– become role models and 
agents for positive change 
in their chosen fields. 

On Australia Day this 
year, Professor Milroy was 
appointed a Member in 
the General Division of 
the Order of Australia “for 
service to the community 
through the promotion and 
development of Indigenous 
education”.

The head of the School of 
Indigenous Studies dubs it 
“a family and a community 
within the campus”.

“As in Aboriginal society 
where everyone is valued, 
every person in the 
School has a different and 
important role to play.

Glenda Kickett, 2010 Social 
worker of the Year, works for 
Centrecare’s Djooraminda’s 

branch in Lockridge and 
has helped to implement a 
number of support services 
for families and for children 

unable to live at home

Winthrop Professor Jill Milroy

“Everyone has a stake in 
the School and everyone 
has a say. We make 
decisions together,” she 
explains. “The students, 
some coming from the 
Kimberley and Pilbara, feel 
they’re part of the family 
and they benefit from having 
a range of Aboriginal people 
responding to them.”

Professor Milroy says that 
the School has successfully 
initiated early contact with 
prospective students, 
bringing Year 8 students to 
the campus for a Discovery 
Day and holding follow-up 
camps in subsequent years. 

“Education gives people 
choices,” she says, “and 
by encouraging Aboriginal 
people into the professions 
we can best influence and 
make long-term, sustainable 
change in Aboriginal 
communities.” 
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Emeritus Professor John Jackson 
cut a fine figure when serving as 
Dean of Economics and Commerce 
at UWA during the 1980s. He was 
known for his sartorial elegance, 
interest in the arts and the popular 
textbooks he wrote. However, he 
was valued above all by students 
as a lecturer who made his area of 
expertise, economics, accessible 
to all. 

In 1991, Professor Jackson took 
up an appointment as Dean of 
Business at RMIT University and in 
1999 became Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Resources. He retired in 2003.

Following his death in 2006, 
obituaries acknowledged his talent 
and noted that the economist’s former students came from all walks of life and included now 
prominent business and political figures in this State. And it was students who were very 
much in his thoughts when the professor made provision for scholarships that would benefit 
disadvantaged students. The first will be awarded next year.

“John Jackson was an excellent teacher who made a major contribution to this 
University, not only through his teaching but also his service as Dean of the Faculty,” says 
UWA Vice-Chancellor Alan Robson.

UWA Extension’s program features talks by Dr John 
Stanton and Ms Barbara Matters of the UWA Berndt 
Museum of Anthropology.

Dr Stanton will explore Aboriginal drawings from the 
mid-1940s while Barbara Matters takes her audience on 
a spiritual journey to Desert Country, an exhibition at the 
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery that runs until the end of July. 

The exceptional works on display are drawn from the 
extensive holdings of the Art Gallery of South Australia. 
Works by Emily Kame Kngwarreye, Queenie McKenzie 
and Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri highlight the cultural 
fluidity of desert art produced in the Northern Territory, 
South Australia and Western Australia.

The art will form the backdrop to an exceptional 
musical event when the classical Mandelbrot Duo 
team with Indigenous performer Richard Walley for 
the premiere of a work for violin, cello and didgeridoo 
commissioned for UWA’s WINTERarts. 

This new work will be performed on 10 June in 
the gallery but you’ll have a chance to experience its 
evolution when the artists compose and rehearse from 
11am to 1pm on 5 – 8 July. 

For more information visit the Lawrence Wilson Art 
Gallery website: www.lwgallery.uwa.edu.au or phone 
+61 8 6488 3707. 

Another recent centenary visitor was Arthur Hartley 
who stole a march on UWA, having just celebrated his 
105th birthday. 

The genial graduate returned to campus as part of 
our centenary celebrations, taking morning tea with the 
Governor Dr Ken Michael, the Vice-Chancellor and UWA’s 
first female Guild President, Dr Sue Boyd. 

A great champion of education, he also met Beazley 
Medal and Fogarty Foundation Scholarship winner 
Michael Taran who has just embarked on UWA studies 
in Medicine.

Mr Hartley’s incredible story is one of hardships 
overcome. He was one of 10 children living in a single 
room above a London garage, his father’s auto repair 
business. The post-war flu epidemic carried away their 
mother and when the dire conditions of the Depression 
made life even more difficult, the family emigrated. 
It was 1929, and young Arthur’s horizons immediately 
expanded.

“I decided as soon as I got to Perth that I wanted 
to become a teacher,” recalls Mr Hartley. His teaching 
qualification proved to be the first of several, including a 
Bachelor of Arts (1944), Master of Arts (1947) and Master 
in Education (1955) from UWA.

Mr Hartley’s diaries are held in the Battye Library. 

Centenarian visits campus 

Beazley Medal winner Michael Taran with 
105-year-old graduate Arthur Hartley

Desert Country art at UWA

Tjungkara Ken, Australia, 1969, Pitjantjatjara people, 
South Australia, Ngayuku ngura – My country, 2010, Amata, 

South Australia. Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide 
© Tjungkara Ken, Courtesy of Tjala Arts

Scholarship to benefit disadvantaged

Trustee Christine Gammon and Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Alan Robson signing the Deed of Gift

Not to be missed 
concerts

In a Guest Column in 
Uniview, ABC presenter 
(and UWA graduate) 
Geraldine Doogue 
memorably described 
singing in intervarsity choral 
events as “one of life’s 
totally legal highs”. 

Those preparing to 
gather for two weeks of 
choral singing at UWA 
would agree.

The Australian 
InterVarsity Choral 
Festival brings together 
14 choirs under the baton 
of UWA graduate Richard 
Swann. They will perform 
Tchaikovsky’s Vespers 
at St Joseph’s Church, 
Subiaco on 1 July and 
two French requiems in 
Winthrop Hall on 8 July as 
part of UWA’s WINTERarts. 
See www.pic.aicsa.org.au/

5Uniview The University of Western Australia | 5Uniview The University of Western Australia | 5Uniview The University of Western Australia |



grad briefsin focus

Although it took its 
time to recognise the 
genius of Nikola Tesla 
(1856-1943), the world 
eventually appreciated 
that the inventor’s 
creativity outpaced the 
technology of his time.

Unable to find 
investors in Europe for 
his first major invention, 
the Alternating Current 
(AC) power system that 
is largely unchanged today, 
the Serbian-born scientist 
moved to the United States.

Still unrecognised, 
he gave the first of his 
spectacular lecture-
demonstrations and later 
obtained one of many 
patents.

The showman scientist 
went on to produce 
many more inventions, 
demonstrating a radio-
controlled boat that was 
the predecessor of remote 
control and remote sensing 
before a fascinated crowd in 
Madison Square Gardens. 

With some 700 electrical 
patents and 1,500 inventions 
to his credit, he truly earned 

Two UWA geographers are among a team of dedicated 
volunteers undertaking an extraordinary archival research 
project: transcribing journals of exploration in Western 
Australia from 1826 to Federation. 

Western Australian Exploration 1836 – 1845, the 
second in the Western Australian Explorers’ Diaries series, 
reproduces all the known journals, diaries and reports of 
expeditions over new country during that decade. It is the 
companion volume to a previous work (1826 – 1835).

Adjunct Research Fellow Dr Marion Hercock was the 
principal editor and Honorary Research Fellow Dr Patrick 
Armstrong wrote the introduction. Both are from UWA’s 
School of Earth and Environment. 

“This volume reproduces physically scattered archival 
material in an easy-to-read format,” says Dr Hercock. “The 
massive task is being undertaken entirely by volunteers – a 
unique blend of amateur aficionados and experts from 
a variety of fields, including botany, history, geography, 
geology, law and zoology.”

The diaries contain an 
invaluable record of people, 
place names, landscapes, 
vegetation, plants and 
animals and physical 
phenomena such as 
weather, fire and salination.”

The book is jointly 
published by Hesperian 
Press with the Heritage 
Council of Western 
Australia. The Western 
Australian Explorers’ Diaries 
Project has received a 
Lotterywest grant.
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www.breastscreen.health.wa.gov.au

1 in 9 Australian women develop breast cancer in their lifetime.

It is important for women 50 years and over to have a FREE screening mammogram  
at BreastScreen WA every two years. For an appointment phone 13 20 50.

Helping Deliver a Healthy WA

Regular screening mammograms 
are important.

Metro locations: Cannington, Fremantle, Joondalup, Midland, Mirrabooka, Padbury, Perth City and Rockingham. 
Rural locations: Check your local media for mobile visit dates.

A labour of loveTesla exhibition comes to Perth

Conrad Pogson, the 2010 winner of 
the Tesla Medal for Electromagnetic 

Theory with the Tesla bust

the title ‘Father of the 
Modern Electronic Age’.

The Tesla Forum of WA 
(www.tesla forum of WA) has 
links with UWA’s Schools 
of Physics and Electrical 
Engineering, donating prizes, 
a medallion for science 
students and a bust of Tesla.

In July the Forum is 
bringing the Nikola Tesla 
Science Exhibition from the 
Tesla Museum in Belgrade 
to Perth’s Town Hall. The 
exhibition charts Tesla’s 
remarkable life and work 
that includes fluorescent 
lighting and lasers, wireless 
communication, X-rays and 
vacuum tube amplifiers. It 
runs from 1 – 17 July.
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Windows on the past 
and the future 

In recent weeks, our University was reminded of its 
proud history and of its ambitious future aspirations.

At about the same time as the publication of our 
course guide for undergraduate students joining New 
Courses 2012, we were delighted to acknowledge 
our past with the restoration of the Winthrop Hall 
windows that were damaged in last year’s hail storm. 

More than 80 glass panels were installed in 
eight windows. The seven colours in the new glass, 
made in the United States, continue the colour 
scheme developed in 1926 by the hall’s architect, 
Conrad Sayce. The restoration project and the 
interest it generated in the wider community was 
a reminder of the special place Winthrop Hall, and 
the University, occupies in the hearts and minds of 
Western Australians.

Our University has contributed to our local, 
national and international community for almost 100 
years, demonstrating the centrality of our institution 
in advancing knowledge, skills and technologies that 
increase our capacity to address global challenges. 

We hope to enter our centenary year, 2013, as 
one of the top 100 universities in the world and by 
2050 to be counted among the top 50.

As we move to implement the most extensive 
curriculum reform in our University’s history, we 
understand the value of producing graduates who 
can contribute to global solutions with qualifications 
recognised alongside those from the world’s great 
universities.

Civilised nations recognise that tertiary education 
is a pillar of human development and know that 
graduates drive local economies, support civil 
society, and lead effective governments. 

In collaborating with tertiary institutions globally, 
we enhance our own educational programs and 
research capacity and impact upon the wellbeing of 
people everywhere.

Later this year, Perth will take its place on the 
world stage as host of the biennial Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting and associated 
multilateral meetings including the Commonwealth 
Business, Youth and Community Forums. The 
Australian-American Leadership Dialogue will also 
be held in Perth this year, focusing on security, 
prosperity and common culture. 

These significant events – combined with our 
In the Zone series of conferences – are a very 
appropriate reflection of the national and international 
acknowledgement of Western Australia’s growing 
importance, not only to our nation, but to our 
neighbours in the Asian and Indian Ocean regions.

As we acknowledge the importance of aligning 
our thinking with the growing influence of these 
regions, seeking to optimise our relevance and 
influence within the zone’s political landscape, our 
State will take on a major role in international affairs.

While nations will always act in their own interests, 
the lesson of the past decade in financial markets, 
world trade or across issues such as climate change 
or international security is that our self-interest and 
our mutual interests are inextricably woven together.

Those of us involved in universities see a 
special role for our institutions in this new world, 
because in response to these developments, the 
intellectual capital of all of our societies will be 
stretched. The endeavour of research universities 
which underpins informed decision making will be 
increasingly important. 

I am equally confident that in coming decades, 
Perth will grow in importance as a centre of business, 
educational and technological excellence in the region.

The landscape in which Australian business 
leaders and policy makers reach decisions is 
changing faster than ever before. Success in such 
a dynamic environment relies on an ability to frame 
the options and to understand their consequences. 
These are the very things we aim to instill in those 
who pass through our University.

from the vice-chancellery

Alan Robson
Vice-Chancellor
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Above: Five Bells published by Random House Australia 
Next page: Professor Gail Jones

Graduate and former UWA academic Gail Jones 
was happy to be back at UWA. As she strolled 
through the familiar shaded gardens, caught up with 
colleagues and spoke to audiences about her new 
novel Five Bells, she was clearly moved to be back at 
the University she had known for many years, first as 
a student, then as an academic.

“I love UWA and I loved working with my 
colleagues here,” says Professor Jones. “This 
University was a very supportive environment for me, 
so when I left to take up a new academic post there 
was never a sense of ‘going to a better place’ – I 
don’t know that there is one!”

Exploring “what 
lies beneath 
the surface”…

Long listed for the Booker Prize for her novel Sixty Lights, UWA graduate Gail Jones has 

been described as one of Australia’s best novelists and her latest work of fiction Five 

Bells has been lauded by critics. Back on campus for the Perth Writers Festival at UWA, 

she talked to Trea Wiltshire about the process of writing her award-winning works. 

The author, whose earlier fiction Sixty Lights 
made the long list of the Booker Prize, left UWA four 
years ago to take up a professorship in the Writing 
and Society Research Group at the University of 
Western Sydney. 

Not long after arriving in Sydney the idea for Five 
Bells came to her during a trip across the harbour 
at night.

“I recalled lines from Five Bells, Kenneth Slessor’s 
famous elegy about time, memory and grief that was 
written for a friend who drowned in Circular Quay. 
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Slessor wrote about how ‘the deep and dissolving 
verticals of light/ ferry the fall of moonshine down…’ 
and when I got back to my hotel I looked up the 
poem and read it through. 

“It’s an interesting reflection on the relation of time 
and memory and I immediately began to write about 
the place to which I had come: the bridge, the opera 
house, the harbour. So, within three weeks of arriving 
in Sydney, I had started a new book.

“The whole process of writing a novel is quite 
mysterious. I begin with fragments of character or 
emotion or in this case a few lines about light falling 
into water at night. The body of the man for whom 
the elegy was written was never recovered. He’s still 
out there in that dark, glittering place.

“The idea of what lies beneath the surface – 
where our grief and the things that haunt us reside – 
is what I wanted to explore in the book.”

Soon after settling into her new home in Sydney, 
Professor Jones received the offer of a residency 
from the Shanghai Writers Association. Because the 
invitation was a rare honour for a foreign writer she 
was encouraged to accept.

The residency proved to be a chance to explore 
Chinese culture and history and took her on a 
research journey that provided the background for 
one of the four characters in Five Bells. 

“Pei Xing turned out to be my favourite character,” 
she says of the fictional Chinese migrant whose 
father, a lover of Russian literature, was a casualty 
of the Red Guards’ rampant destruction of the ‘Four 
Olds’ – old customs, culture, habits and ideas. 

“I became interested in the fact that all writers 
I met of my age had been through the Cultural 
Revolution when, if you had received even a high 
school education you were regarded as a despised 
‘intellectual’. So the displacement and persecution 
were huge,” she says. 

“All of this made me want to think about character 
in a diverse way and to create an ensemble of 
characters much as you would in theatre.” 

Pei Xing is one of four memorable characters in a 
narrative that is set within a single day and in a single 
place: Sydney Harbour on a radiant summer day. 

We see the iconic opera house, bridge and 
harbour taking on the colour and pace of an 
unfolding day. We follow the four who, as they are 
drawn to the heart of the city, examine the lives that 
have brought them to this place, on this day. 

As their reflections unspool, we get to know the 
journalist escaping the dark shadows of her Irish 
homeland and the loss of a beloved brother; the 
Chinese migrant who has retrieved her sense of self 
and made peace with the blanketing brutality of Mao’s 
Cultural Revolution; and the couple planning a reunion 
after sharing a vivid, lingering intimacy as teenagers 
before life took them in different directions. As the four 
lives intersect, patterns and symbols resonate through 
the finely crafted work like the bells of its title. 

Praise for this book has been fulsome. In The 
Australian, Geordie Williamson wrote:

“Gail Jones is already recognised as one of the 
best novelists at work in Australia. Everything about 
her new fiction, Five Bells, from the evocative title to a 
cover image of Circular Quay painted in tinted steam, 
speaks of thrillingly expanded ambition…Jones sets 
out to reimagine Kenneth Slessor’s great poem for 
the present, using a combination of steely intelligence 
and delicate prose.”

Professor Jones says that rather than mining her 
own experiences for her novels she is more interested 
in imagining herself into a very different life – like that 
of the woman who endured the events unleashed by 
China’s Red Guard. 

it’s part of the 
mystery of 
writing that 
the book is 
different for 
every reader. 
that’s the 
beautiful thing 
about reading 

“This is something the novel can do: it allows 
you to inhabit another consciousness – perhaps 
of someone very different – and to honour that 
difference,” she says. “In this book I wanted to try 
out a number of different characters and there is 
an element of theatre because one is dramatising 
another consciousness. 

“I’ve never written in the first person. I am more 
interested in the scope that a novel gives a writer to see 
people from the inside and outside. I like the pleasure 
of constructing something I don’t know about – as well 
as incorporating elements I’m familiar with. 

“I love the whole business of writing. I find it 
exhilarating and when a novel is finished I’m sad. 
I write because I enjoy the process. I don’t find it 
laborious or anguished.” 

Because she has always written in tandem 
with teaching, Professor Jones says she is very 
disciplined, writing between five and eight in the 
mornings. “Early mornings have always been my 
best time, but by the end a novel I must say I’m quite 
exhausted!”

Are there recurrent themes in her work?
“I’ve always been preoccupied with the different 

art forms and what they offer us,” she says. “I like to 
explore the power of a painting or piece of music that 
makes a very vivid impression or that troubles us. 
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Sign up for UWA Staff Fitness and be the first to receive 
your Wellness Key to the brand new Techno Gym® 
featured at the UWA Recreation & Fitness Centre and 
the UWA Watersports Complex.

Keep track of your fitness and take your progress to the 
next level with the Wellness System, which allows you to 
monitor you workout gains. 

With a whole suite of brand new equipment and trained 
professionals, the only thing missing is you. Get involved 
today and unlock your full potential.

Live the Experience

Western Australia’s leading university now caters for all graduates 
looking to begin their early childhood teaching career with a highly 
respected qualification.

Enrol in the Master of Teaching (Early Childhood) to become a 
world-class educator.

For details call 6488 2388, email anna.johannson@uwa.edu.au
or visit www.education.uwa.edu.au/teach 
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triggers a memory in them. It’s part of the mystery 
of writing that the book is different for every reader. 
That’s the beautiful thing about reading – we bring 
ourselves to the text.” 

Gail Jones is the author of two short story 
collections, a critical monograph and the novels 
Black Mirror, Sixty Lights, Dreams of Speaking and 
Sorry. Her prizes include the WA Premier’s Award for 
Fiction, the Nita B. Kibble Award, the Steele Rudd 
Award, the Age Book of the Year Award and the 
Adelaide Festival Award for fiction. Her fiction has 
been translated into 11 languages.

Five Bells is published by Random House 
Australia. 

WANT TO REMEMBER UNIVERSITY LIFE AT UWA 
HALF A CENTURY AGO?

OR PERTH IN THE 1950s?

Read Willem van Ravenstein's dramatic coming of age memoir 
All Australians Now.

'Fascinating and extrao'Fascinating and extraordinarily well-written, indeed eloquent.' - 
Professor Robert Pike, Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Queens 

University at Kingston, Canada.

ISBN 978-0-85905-295-5
October 2010

$35.00 (+Post $5.70)
Hesperian Press

wwwww.hesperianpress.com

“Most of my novels also thematise reading – 
they’re self reflective in that way. How do we take 
meaning from what we read and transfer it into daily 
life and our understanding of ourselves? In a way, 
when you read you are explaining yourself to yourself. 

“I’m also concerned with themes such as 
forgiveness within history – the notion that it is possible 
to forgive someone who has persecuted you – and I 
believe that fiction does have an ethical dimension.”

Does she get feedback when a new novel like 
Five Bells is launched?

“Yes, and it can be both overwhelming and 
heartening,” she says. “It’s interesting for me to see 
what people focus on, perhaps a tiny detail that 
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UWA Fine Arts graduate Shaun Tan won an Academy Award for an animated film 

adaptation of one of his award-winning illustrated books – but there’s no way 

he’s rushing headlong to Hollywood.

Above: Shaun Tan (Photo: The West Australian) and his book 
The Lost Thing 

The University of Western Australia is proud to have 
a Nobel Laureate, Professor Barry Marshall, in its 
academic ranks. Now, as it approaches its centenary, 
it can also count an Oscar winner among its family of 
graduates. 

Shaun Tan, whose unique illustrated narratives 
have won him a worldwide audience, received the 
Academy Award for Best Animated Short Film (along 
with British co-director Andrew Ruhemann) for a film 
adaptation of his book The Lost Thing. 

As the graduate faced a bank of media cameras 
after accepting Hollywood’s highest accolade, Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson, was hailing the 

Melbourne-based artist as an inspirational example of 
achieving international excellence. 

Recalling the glittering awards night, Mr Tan admits 
it had a decidedly surreal quality for him – a quality 
that is familiar in some of his most celebrated books. 

“Ascending those mirrored steps (that were hard 
to see!) to collect a gold statue from Mila Kunis 
and Justin Timberlake was like wandering into a 
parallel universe,” he recalls. “Very little of the actual 
ceremony really registered with me. The red carpet 
entry was very festive and because the focus was 

Winning Hollywood’s 
highest accolade
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on known actors, our little group avoided much 
inspection – so we enjoyed wandering along, taking 
illegal photos with our phones and commenting on 
the weirdness of being in the middle of it!

“As a nominee you do spend time thinking 
about the possibility of a win, but – given we 
weren’t favourites – it gave our team the feeling that 
the evening had suddenly split off into a bizarre, 
uncharted direction. 

“One of the most interesting aspects was 
investigating another world. I found the Academy 
very friendly, open and inviting, not pretentious in the 
way you might expect. I got the sense that people 
working in the industry were there to celebrate a 
passion, so our team felt that we were just hanging 
out with other story-tellers. 

“The glitz, glamour and excessive glorification 
of what is often modest and sincere work is largely 

imposed by the publicity industry and is all about 
actors who are only one small part of film-making.”

After receiving the Oscar, Mr Tan paid tribute to 
Australia’s track record in short films and children’s 
books, suggesting that such success could be 
attributed to the lack of an existing tradition in 
these areas. 

“Australians have a pretty diverse outlook – that 
seems to be part of the Australian spirit – helped 
along with a long history of multiculturalism that has 
brought an influx of ideas as well as people,” he says. 

“If you look at past nominees in short animation, 
the Australian ones are as different as you can 
imagine. It’s as if we don’t have any established way 
of doing things, or don’t care for that. 

“There is also a very personal, modest ‘backyard’ 
experimentation to a lot of Australian creative work, 
which resists stylistic standardisation of the kind you 
see in the US, Britain and Europe where there are 
more recognisable national styles.

“I even think The Lost Thing subtly expresses 
some of this thematically – that we antipodeans, 
washed up on a distant shore, are rather hard to 
categorise! I hope it stays that way.

“Our strength is being different and partly ignoring 
the tide.” 

Mr Tan’s illustrated narratives have been widely 
translated and are enjoyed by readers of all ages. 

ALAN CARTER
PRIME CUT – MINING, MURDER AND MYSTERY

UWA Extension Community Courses and Events Winter 2011

With his debut novel, WA director turned 
crime writer Alan Carter has been short-
listed for the prestigious UK CWA Debut 
Dagger Award. Prime Cut investigates the 
seedier side of the mining boom – the 

greed, exploitation and racism beneath the 
surface of rapidly changing townships.

Join Alan for an insight into his new novel 
and the transition from director to novelist.

CH077-13112 7pm Wednesday 10 August $29
Book at www.extension.uwa.edu.au or 6488 2433U
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the academy award 
is a kind of seal of 
approval from the 
most highly regarded 
jury in the industry

Shaun Tan with his Oscar (Photo: The Australian) 

Books such as The Red Tree, The Lost Thing and 
The Arrival have much to do with the uncertainties 
and ambiguities of life and require readers to become 
engaged. Words and images play off one another, 
says the author, asking the reader: What do you 
make of this? 

Could other works be adapted to film?
“Some would work, others not,” he says, 

“because my story-telling style is actually quite 
slow, subtle, non-dramatic and makes great use of 
silence and stillness, qualities not ideal in the medium 
of film. But it may be that in future, with a greater 
understanding of the uniqueness of animation, I may 
decide that some story concepts ought to be drafted 
as a film rather than a book.”

Initially hesitant about a complex collaborative 
project like the adaptation of The Lost Thing, 
Mr Tan admits he remains drawn more to 
independent projects. 

“Perhaps because it is what I am used to,” he 
says. “Also, I’m not a terribly social person by nature. 
However, given the right team – as in The Lost 
Thing – I’m very adaptable and enjoy the creative 
conversations with all involved.

“At the end of the day, all projects are both 
independent and collaborative to different degrees, 
because art is both inherently social and solitary. 
It’s worth noting that all creative work on the film 
was produced by people working alone in rooms, 
punctuated by regular meetings – but 95 per 
cent was solitary work. So a collaborative project 
is really just several independent ones working 
harmoniously, with the same head-space, tuned 
to the same frequency.”

practice. I have a fairly disciplined research period at 
the beginning of any project and this adds fuel to my 
initial ideas.”

Will winning an Academy Award dramatically 
change Mr Tan’s life? The UWA graduate currently 
lives in Melbourne with his wife Inari Kiuru, a jewellery 
maker, graphic designer and illustrator who, he says, 
has helped him design many of his books. They 
share their home with three free-range parakeets.

“I’ve been working in the animation industry 
for some years now, so it’s a good time to win an 
Oscar as I have a fair sense of the landscape and 
am not about to rush headlong into Los Angeles,” 
says the graduate. 

“The rail-lines for my own projects are also 
already set for the next few years, and because I 
value small-scale, personal projects, I’m not inclined 
to be drawn in by other offers unless they happen to 
run very parallel to my own interests.

“The biggest advantage of the win is that, 
alongside my producer Sophie Byrne, any future film 
projects we decide to do are likely to be logistically 
easier than The Lost Thing. 

“The Academy Award is a kind of seal of approval 
from the most highly regarded jury in the industry.”

And you can hear the applause for that well 
deserved recognition right across UWA, Western 
Australia and the animation industry in Australia.

When studying at UWA, Shaun Tan already had 
an impressive portfolio of artwork, having provided 
illustrations for science fiction magazines since high 
school. He also produced memorable illustrations 
for Uniview articles. When later featured on the 
magazine’s cover following publication of The Arrival, 
the graduate said his studies had been a good 
grounding for his career.

“My UWA studies gave me a deeper 
understanding of different kinds of visual and literary 
theory,” he said. “Through my Arts degree I came to 
be more interested in conceptual questions of form 
and representation, whereas previously I simply wrote 
and painted fairly uncritically. 

“Fine Arts and English criticism and theory also 
gave me the research habits that I apply to my studio 
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the opportunities 
of scholarship
UWA’s 2011 Rhodes Scholar wants to study the ‘blurred boundaries’ of 

Federal-State powers in Australia that allow key areas of disadvantage – 

such as services in remote areas – to persist. 

Left: Rhodes Scholar Jackie McArthur with her father, Winthrop 
Professor Ian McArthur, Head of the School of Physics at UWA 
(Photo: Lindy Brophy)

UWA Law/Arts graduate Jackie McArthur grew up 
in a family of academics where the dinner table 
conversation ranged through theoretical physics, 
psychology and European history. 

“At times it was pretty incomprehensible for a 
child,” she admits. But to one who was intensely 
curious, these gatherings imparted a clear sense of 
the untold advantages and opportunities provided 
by scholarship.

Arriving at UWA to study, Jackie McArthur felt 
that she had found an extension to the family that 
had nurtured her early curiosity about the world.

“Some find that sense of belonging at school or 
through social activities. I found mine at UWA,” she 
recalls. “University encouraged intellectual curiosity, 
and channelled it into useful academic paths.” 

As an undergraduate, she joined social and 
cultural clubs, played sport, and acted as tutor 
to younger law students. She also excelled 
academically, winning prizes on an annual basis.

For the 2011 Rhodes Scholar, being awarded 
the chance to continue law studies at Oxford is yet 
another acknowledgement, along with the 2010 JA 
Wood Memorial Prize for outstanding achievement, 
the Mallesons Stephen Jaques Prize for Best Law 
Honours Dissertation, and the Mannkal Foundation 
Honours Scholarship. 

Ms McArthur will read for a Bachelor of Civil Law 
and Master of Philosophy at Oxford. She hopes these 
studies will equip her to provide new perspectives on 
the strengths and flaws of federalism, the cornerstone 
of Australia’s Constitution.

“The federal Constitution is quite a bare bones 
document in which definitions of power at different 
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levels of government are unclear, so the job of 
interpreting the document is often left to the courts,” 
she explains.

While the Constitution divides governmental 
powers between the States and the Commonwealth, 
Ms McArthur says the recent political reality is that 
power has flowed to the central government.

“This centralising trend has hollowed 
engagement with State governments and blurred 
the boundaries of governmental powers,” she 
says, citing as emerging crisis points water usage, 
infrastructure and service provision in regional 
and remote areas, and public health planning for 
an ageing society. She believes all have become 
casualties of the ‘blurred boundaries’ and are not 
fully addressed by either the Commonwealth or 
the States. 

“One result of this, which I have seen through 
involvement in Aboriginal education, is the absence 
of sustained, comprehensive policy on issues like 
Indigenous development,” she says.

Ms McArthur says there could be lessons for 
Australian federalism in the burgeoning interactions 
between British and European Union law, and 
Oxford scholars are doing interesting pioneering 
work in this area.

Another manifestation of problems in the federal 
model, she believes, is in the national controversy 
over water use and entitlements.

“Water entitlement is a very live issue and will be 
increasingly important in public and constitutional 
law,” she predicts. “The extent to which 
governments can change the way people use water 
has huge implications not only for agribusiness but 
for small farmers and rural communities. On the 
other hand, the national interest will not be served if 
the Federal Government fails to act in areas like the 
Murray Darling Basin. 

“I suspect it will be left up to the law to balance 
national, State and individual interests and to find a 
way through this complex issue. 

“Water rights are a good illustration of why I 
think law is so important. The issue involves the 
way governments interact with one another and 
with people – balancing individual and broader 
community rights.” 

While her ambition is to practise as a barrister, 
Ms McArthur hopes to continue her involvement with 
legal education. “I feel I’ve been immensely fortunate 
– an excellent education, dedicated teachers, 
mentors and family who have inspired me. I want to 
share those advantages with others.” 

Ms McArthur, who has tutored Aboriginal students 
and been one of the coaches of UWA’s Jessup 
mooting team over the past two years, believes UWA 
has unique strengths in international mooting. 

“I love the challenge of thinking on my feet and 
trying to persuade others through debate,” she 
says. “Mooting offers the additional rigour, structure 

and focus of arguing in front of experts in a field of 
specialisation – and it matters more because you’re 
arguing on behalf of a hypothetical client. 

“One of the School of Law’s biggest strengths 
is that the Jessup team is coached by previous 
participants. The Jessup mooting community in WA 
is very loyal, so as a coach you can call on some 
of the State’s best legal minds, including barristers 
and judges who might have been in the UWA team 
25 years ago. They’re happy to watch a practice 
session and give feedback. That’s a huge asset!” 

While most of her family are scientists – her 
father is Winthrop Professor Ian McArthur, Head of 
the School of Physics – Ms McArthur was drawn to 
the humanities. However, she says her view of law 
as a social mechanism for ordering the world largely 
arises from growing up with scientists.

“Working at the WA State Solicitor’s Office 
has allowed me to see the law’s profound social 
importance – from evidentiary court procedures to 
protect child victims, to prosecution of employers 
whose work practices injure employees. It is work that 
reveals public law as a bulwark for society’s values.”

Ms McArthur will be in good company when 
she embarks on her Oxford studies later this year. 
Apart from joining a growing cohort of UWA Rhodes 
recipients at Oxford, she will be accompanied by her 
fiancé, law graduate Hugo Leith, who will continue his 
studies at Oxford having recently returned from Yale 
University in the United States as a Fulbright Scholar. 

Jackie McArthur follows in the footsteps of many 
Law graduates who were Rhodes Scholars including 
Queen’s Counsels Peter Durack and Daryl Williams 
and former Labor Prime Minister Bob Hawke.

the jessup 
mooting 
community 
is very loyal, 
so as a 
coach you 
can call on 
some of the 
state’s best 
legal minds, 
including 
barristers 
and judges
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St George’s College
Located opposite The University of Western Australia and 
backing on to Kings Park, St George’s College offers a range of 
reasonably priced, short-term accommodation for conference 
guests, visiting academics and students.

Available all year:

• Guest Room (from $90 per night*)

Available from 28 November 2011 – 24 February 2012: 

Prices from:
• Single Budget Room ($65 per night*) 
• Single Ensuite Room ($80 per night*) 
• Two Bedroom Ensuite ($140 per night*) 
• Self-contained Townhouse (from $250 per night*)

*All prices are inclusive of breakfast and subject to change without notice.

For more information please visit our website: 
www.stgeorgescollege.com.au

For enquiries and bookings call: 08 9449 5555 
or email: admin@stgeorgescollege.com.au

Accommodation at

Degustation: A Master Chef’s Life 
Through Menus by alain fabregues

SPECIAL NON-MEMBER PRICE $75.00 
SPECIAL MEMBER PRICE $68.25

INCLUDES A FREE COPY OF 
Wine and Food by kate lamont

LIMITED OFFER WHILE STOCKS LAST

RRP $84.95 RRP $55.00

The Co-op Bookshop
University of Western Australia – Crawley Campus

The Guild Village Hackett Drive (Hackett Entry 2), Crawley WA 6009
P. (08) 6488 2069, F. (08) 6488 1007, E. uwa@coop-bookshop.com.au

University Co-operative Bookshop Ltd

Join Australia’s top-ranked university in Life and Agricultural Sciences (UWA is 34th 
in the world according to the prestigious Shanghai Jiao Tong University rankings).

Fourteen new Masters programs will be offered in 2012 in the areas of 
Environmental Science, Agriculture, Natural Resource Economics, Hydrology, 
Biology, Geoscience, and Urban and Regional Planning. 

For full course details, please call 6488 1644, or check us out online at  
www.science.uwa.edu.au/courses/postgrad

Achieve  
a rewarding career with one 
of our new Masters programs 
in Science

Renee Tuckett 
Postgraduate student,  
School of Plant Biology
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Recently UWA graduates won three of the fellowships 
awarded to 26 Australians. Each will use the 
opportunity provided by their Fulbright Scholarships 
to pursue research at a leading US university. 

PhD candidate Gar-Wing Truong will further 
research in high-sensitivity and accurate 
measurements of gas properties using a novel 
optical analysis technique based on laser 
spectroscopy. He will study at the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology in Maryland. 

“These fields of fundamental physics have led 
to insights into how our universe works at the finest 
levels by modelling the interaction between light 
waves and atoms or molecules. Modern technologies 
like the laser and the Global Position System are 
enabled by such fundamental research,” he says.

With Dr Joseph Hodges, Gar-Wing will extend a 
technique that can precisely measure the temperature 
of greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere.

“This research is of particular significance 
to Australia if it takes the lead in global warming 
abatement policy and research. It is also highly 
relevant to Western Australia’s economy which is 
strongly driven by oil, gas and mineral industries.” 

Stephen McAnearney will undertake PhD studies 
in the development of small medically implantable 
devices for cancer detection and monitoring. He 
previously undertook a research program at Harvard 
Medical School and presented the results at last year’s 
International Conference on Medical Image Computing 
and Computer Assisted Interventions in Beijing. 

“One of the main challenges in minimising the 
impact of cancer lies in early detection,” says the 
graduate. “A new research focus is monitoring and 
detecting tumours through implantable devices small 
enough to fit into the bore of a biopsy needle. The 
device essentially takes the diagnostics lab and puts 
it inside the patient.”

Fulbright 
hat trick
During the post-war era, the United 

States Senator William Fulbright 

championed both the United Nations 

and the notion of educational 

exchanges to foster good relations 

between his country and 155 nations 

that today benefit from the prestigious 

fellowships bearing his name.

The third Fulbright recipient, graduate Anna 
Rakoczy, is a Senior Associate with the law firm Corrs 
Chambers Westgarth and was the 2008 Australian 
Young Lawyer of the Year. We profiled Anna in the 
Summer 2010 issue of UNIVIEW.

Anna will undertake a Masters in Law at Berkeley 
Law School that will further her work in the area of 
Indigenous employment. Her thesis will make practical 
recommendations regarding the delivery of the 
Australian Employment Covenant (AEC), a national 
initiative that aims to place 50,000 Indigenous people 
through training and into sustainable employment. 
Since its launch in August 2008, Anna has worked 
with the AEC on a pro bono basis. 

The graduate’s thesis explores options for adopting 
the principles of “social enterprise” in the future 
delivery of the AEC, including a detailed description of 
a proposed model and its possible benefits.

“Social enterprises apply market-based principles 
to run organisations that achieve a social purpose 
and they have had proven success in achieving 
employment outcomes for disadvantaged and 
long-term unemployed groups. In making my thesis 
recommendations, I’ll research and draw upon 
existing successful social enterprises around the 
world,” she says.

Above: Fulbright Scholars Gar-Wing Truong, Anna Rakoczy and 
Stephen McAnearney (Photo: Matt Galligan) 
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The notion that governments, business, communities 
and individuals have a shared responsibility to 
address the challenges of those facing disadvantage 
is nothing new.

It is a message that UWA Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Alan Robson stresses, and is one that 
students and staff volunteering for a string of causes 
– from the Red Cross and Starlight Foundation to 
Amnesty International and the Smith Family – turn 
into action.

However, what is new is the fact that this 
University is now offering training to executives, 
government officials and those involved in the not-
for-profit ‘third sector’ to create better opportunities 
for the disadvantaged. It is also helping to develop 
mechanisms to assess the effectiveness and dollar 
value of social programs being delivered. 

This is a UWA Business School initiative that will 
also explore innovative ways in which social programs 
can be financed and delivered. 

While its core business is to produce a new 
generation of the successful entrepreneurs and 
leaders that characterise this State, the UWA 
Business School is also committed to educating 
students in decision-making for the long-term, taking 
into account social, environmental, economic and 
commercial impacts. 

Social investments
“I believe that every right implies a responsibility; every 
opportunity, an obligation; every possession, a duty.”

~ John D. Rockefeller, Jr

Business School Dean, Winthrop Professor 
Tracey Horton, points out that the UWA Business 
School was the first in Australia to have an Ethics and 
Society unit as a compulsory part of the curriculum. 

“We aim to enrich our students with the 
knowledge and broader perspectives needed to 
navigate an increasingly connected world, and 
to work closely and collaboratively with local 
communities,” says W/Professor Horton.

Working with communities and achieving positive 
social outcomes has become a key component of 
doing business in the 21st century, and for the first 
time this year, the Business School is also offering a 
Graduate Certificate in Social Impact. 

This is one of several programs offered through 
the UWA Business School’s Centre for Social 
Impact (CSI) WA, a joint venture national program 
with similar centres at the University of New South 
Wales, University of Melbourne Business School and 
Swinburne University.

Above: Tom Tolchard and David Bagheri with the Centre for 
Social Impact’s WA Convenor Elena Douglas and Director 
W/Professor Paul Flatau. Tom Tolchard has managed social 
enterprise projects in Melbourne providing a pathway to 
employment for homeless young people while David Bagheri is 
WA State Manager for Many Rivers Microfinance that supports 
micro enterprises
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CSI (WA) Director, Winthrop Professor Paul Flatau, 
says social impact assessment and social investment 
are important emerging areas. 

“One of the key issues we look at is new 
ways of financing social programs and initiatives 
and new ways of getting business, investors and 
philanthropists engaged in social investment,” he 
says.

“In the past, most of the financing of social 
programs has been done by government and while 
that support remains a fundamental part of the 
landscape, major corporations in Western Australia 
along with individual philanthropists and the finance 
sector are making a significant contribution. And we 
are also seeing some innovative forms of financing 
such programs.”

W/Professor Flatau cites the case of social impact 
bonds in which private investors fund social programs 
initiated, managed and undertaken by community 
service organisations and quality assured by 
governments. They receive a return from government 
when the program achieves target outcomes for 
clients. Governments pay a return because they 
benefit from a program’s success in terms of lower 
government outlays. 

In Britain, for example, a not-for-profit group is 
offering support for those leaving prison with the aim 
of reducing recidivism. If the organisation delivering this 
program is successful, everyone benefits – from the 
former prisoner to the not-for-profit delivering it, to the 
government in terms of lower prison and justice costs 
and the community. And there may be a return on 
investment for the social investor – perhaps an ethical 
investment organisation in early phases of such a 
scheme but subsequently a broad range of investors. 

“There’s no reason why programs such as this 
should not be of interest to governments and the 
general market as well as ethical investors,” says 
W/Professor Flatau. “There is certainly the potential 
for a similar pilot program in Australia and the NSW 
Government’s recent interest attests to that,” he says. 

He also points to successful examples of social 
enterprise and entrepreneurship. 

“The sale of the magazine The Big Issue is often 
cited as an example because it engages disadvantaged 
and homeless people in a market activity, in direct 
employment and running their own small business,” 
he says. “The sellers get a monetary return (as well as 
benefiting in terms of self-esteem) but ultimately the 
enterprise is conducted for social ends. 

“There’s been a big increase in social enterprise 
around the world and it is part of our remit to 
understand its role. Western Australia’s not-for-
profit community organisations are now beginning 
to actively engage in the development of social 
enterprises to complement their traditional 
community work.

“There has also been an increase in business 
becoming involved in social investment and 

community engagement, particularly in relation to 
resource companies in WA. We have seen significant 
involvement in improving Indigenous economic 
participation outcomes through employment and 
Indigenous contracting targets and in community 
investments in education and health.” 

Those involved in the delivery and financing of 
social programs want to know their dollars or efforts 
are well spent, but assessing the public good in dollar 
terms is difficult. 

“It’s important we develop mechanisms 
for measuring the impact of social initiatives. 
Governments are now so much more focused on 
outcomes from social programs rather than simply 
numbers of clients supported; social investors also 
want to know that the initiatives they are investing in 
are producing positive change. 

“We will be running executive courses at UWA 
for not-for-profit organisations, government, business 
and investors to provide a practical grounding in the 
measurement of social impact. 

we look at 
new ways 
of financing 
social 
programs 
and initiatives

“In Australia there has been a lack of quantitative 
measurement of social impact, and we aim to 
develop a research platform in this area.”

The Centre’s Graduate Certificate in Social Impact 
is designed for those working in government, private 
and third sectors, with each unit offered in intensive 
two-day (Friday and Saturday) courses spanning 12 
weekends across the four available units. 

The units are: Entrepreneurs and Social 
Innovation; Demonstrating Social Impact; Social 
Investment and Philanthropy; and Leadership for 
Social Impact. 

W/Professor Flatau says there has been a broad 
spectrum of interest in the courses from all three 
sectors.

“In our research program we’re also examining 
new and better ways of doing business in the social 
arena,” he says. “For example, one of our research 
projects involves the role of more integrated service 
delivery. Many social programs involving mental 
health, homelessness, unemployment, drug and 
alcohol services are being delivered in a one-
dimensional way, yet those involved are working 
with clients who have needs spanning a number of 
these areas.”
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If you’re looking to enjoy a long and 
rewarding career, then one post-graduate 
qualification stands out as number one.

Becoming a Chartered Accountant can open more doors 
and opportunities than any other qualification. You’ll 
have a better chance of earning greater salary packages 
in a wider range of jobs spread across all sectors.

The Chartered Accountants Program qualification is  
recognised the world over and offers greater potential 
for international placements.

Sure, it may be a little more challenging than other 
courses, but the rewards far outweigh the extra effort. 
And you’ll also have the support of a dedicated mentor 
throughout the program. 

If you wish to have a rewarding career, then put your life 
on the right course. Register your interest and find out 
more about the Chartered Accountants Program. It will 
make you not a number, but number one.

Visit standoutfromthecrowd.com.au  
to register your interest. 

The one qualification  
to help you reach  
the top
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Business students: be the fi rst.
Get tomorrow's news today!

Find out what’s happening in business fi rst with FREE daily 

business alerts direct to your inbox. Simply register at:

www.wabusinessnews.com.au/

dailybusinessalerts

www.wabusinessnews.com.au
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❛It’s when you know❜

To be the fi rst call 9288 2100

The Centre for Social Impact is establishing a 
program of research that brings together researchers 
from various disciplines in the UWA Business School 
and others across the University in related fields. 
It is also providing events that meet one of its core 
goals of public and community engagement around 
social impact issues. The Centre aims to be a 
thought leader in social investment and sustainable 
communities and is committed to strengthening 
civil society through building the capacity of the 
community benefit sector. 

The Centre’s WA Advisory Council comprises 
senior representatives across all sectors who give their 
time to advise on strategic directions and activities. 

UWA Chancellor, graduate, and National Australia 
Bank and Woodside Chairman Dr Michael Chaney, 
Chair of the Centre’s Advisory Council, is delighted 
the Business School has become part of the CSI 
partnership. 

“The outstanding economic opportunities 
available to Western Australia present a great chance 
for business, community and government to work 
together on the resolution of some of our more 
difficult social challenges,” he says. 

W/Professor Flatau studied economics in Sydney, 
worked with the Federal Government’s Treasury 
Department, completed a Masters degree at UWA 
prior to his PhD and subsequently found his research 
interests were consolidating around issues of social 
disadvantage, poverty, unemployment and the 
economics of social policy. 

The CSI (WA) Convenor is Elena Douglas who 
has worked at creating and leading new initiatives 
in a range of for-profit and third sector settings 
and is an advocate of increasing the role of the 
community benefit sector. She is also the convenor 
for the Religion and Globalisation initiative at UWA, 
a partnership with the Tony Blair Faith Foundation. 

Maximising social impacts
BHP Billiton Iron Ore has worked with 
Indigenous businesses and undertaken 
community investment projects in the Pilbara 
region for more than a decade. UWA Business 
School researchers are currently conducting CSI 
(WA) studies for the company on the social and 
economic impact of its community investment 
projects as well as its employment initiatives and 
business development activities.

The Indigenous enterprise Oasis, which 
provides landscaping and community 
development projects for BHP Billiton, is one 
of the Pilbara Indigenous businesses that have 
developed in recent years.

UWA’s Professor Sharon Parker, the leader 
of the community investment research study, 
observed “assessing the social impact of a single 
initiative is complex enough, but when it comes 
to understanding the aggregate impact of multiple 
initiatives, the challenge is even greater”.

This research will produce insights into how 
organisations can develop an integrated set of 
measurement approaches that not only allow 
an evaluation of impact, but also feed back 
into investment decisions and strategy so as to 
maximise that impact. 

>>CONTACT

Centre for Social Impact 
Website: www.csi.edu.au/uwa/

21Uniview The University of Western Australia |



Also present at the celebration was the 
University’s first female Guild President, Dr Sue Boyd, 
a former high-ranking diplomat who currently heads 
the Senate Centenary Planning Committee. 

Further centenary celebrations are planned for 
2013, marking a century since the University opened 
its doors to the first 184 students who were housed 
in an unassuming wooden building in Perth’s city 
centre. Today it would be dwarfed by the high-rise 
glass towers of the cityscape.

Recalling those early years, UWA Chancellor 
Michael Chaney told guests that UWA was created 
during one of the most stirring periods of political and 
economic change – the closing decade of the 19th 
century’s gold rush and the early years of the 20th 
century when the State took its place in the Federation.

The Chancellor noted that the tower of Winthrop 
Hall had now become one of our city’s great 
landmarks and a beacon. “It points to a University 
that welcomes the community, and a campus on 
which staff and students work for the benefit of the 
community,” he said. 

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson, 
echoed this sentiment, adding that the University’s 
founders were notable for the “modernity of their 
thinking”.

“They wanted to create a University at the cutting-
edge of knowledge, learning and teaching. They were 
bold and contemporary, and while they held a sense 
of tradition, they wanted a University that stayed 
ahead of its time.”

With Winthrop Hall filled with distinguished 
graduates, political and business leaders and 
researchers who are advancing global knowledge on 
many fronts, it was clear that those bold visions are 
being realised.

The 2011 UWA Foundation Dinner, held in February in Whitfeld Court and Winthrop 

Hall, was a memorable occasion that celebrated a landmark event: the centenary of the 

passing in State Parliament of the Act that led to the establishment of the University. 

Next page: 1. Bob Hawke, Michael Chaney and Ken Michael 
and his wife Julie. 2. Bill Marmion, Sam Walsh and Leanne 
Walsh. 3. Peter Kovesi, Robyn Owens, Colin and Somakanthi 
MacLeod. 4. John Poynton, Jerry Hall and Warwick Hemsley. 
5. Michael Chaney. 6. Marguerite Cullity. 7. Jan and John 
Langoulant. 8. Alan Robson. 9. Julie Bishop and Bob Hawke. 
10. Former Guild Presidents. 11. Derek Schapper and Alannah 
MacTiernan. 12. Michael Chaney, Liz Constable and Wayne and 
Margie Martin

The celebrations began in the early evening as 
guests gathered in the mellow light of Whitfeld Court 
before moving into a glowing Winthrop Hall filled with 
decorated tables and music provided by some of the 
University’s virtuoso musicians.

Parliamentarians, scholars, Senate members and 
25 former Guild Presidents were among the guests. 
This year’s President Tom Antoniazzi was delighted to 
meet his predecessors, including the 1945 president Dr 
Frank Hibberd who travelled from Sydney for the event. 

Former Guild President (and former Prime 
Minister) Bob Hawke addressed the gathering 
and launched the book, 100 Treasures from UWA: 
Celebrating 100 years, a copy of which was given 
to each guest.
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Giving back 
– and setting a challenge
Oil and gas entrepreneur Charles Morgan has clearly relished the challenges he 

has faced since arriving in this resource rich State. Having established himself as a 

leading figure in Western Australia’s oil and gas industry, he has now set researchers 

a challenge – and provided them with a ‘tool’ worth more than a million dollars. 

The incentive comes in the form of a $20,000 
prize for the researcher/research team whose use 
of the equipment leads to a paper published in one 
of a suite of top scientific journals, including Nature, 
Science, Lancet and Cell. 

It’s a challenge that UWA researchers will relish, 
because this University has a great track record of 
research publication in prestigious academic journals. 

“I have offered this incentive to spur on some of 
our great creative scientific thinkers,” says Mr Morgan. 

The genetic sequencing equipment – one of 
only two in Australia that are open access – will be 
supported by UWA through the School of Pathology 

Above left: Philanthropist Charles Morgan with his wife Caroline 
de Mori. Above right: Winthrop Professor Barry Marshall , 
UWA Vice-Chancellor Professor Alan Robson, Ms Nina Kresoje 
(research assistant operating the new equipment), Ms Caroline 
de Mori and her husband Charles Morgan listen to Associate 
Professor Richard Allcock, lead scientist for the Lotterywest 
State Biomedical Facility: Genomics, explaining the advances 
that can be made with the new equipment 
Next page: UWA researcher Dr Kristen Nowak

Entrepreneur Charles Morgan says that Western 
Australia’s resource industry has been very, very 
good to him and he believes it is time to “give 
something back”. And he’s doing so in a way that 
will see a generous philanthropic gesture reaping 
benefits right across the community, from health 
to agriculture. 

The venture capital investor and leading figure 
in the offshore oil and gas industry has provided 
Western Australian researchers with state-of-the-art 
genome sequencing and genetic analysis equipment 
worth more than $1 million along with a second 
donation of $128,300 for complementary equipment. 

And because matching up to challenges is 
second nature to Mr Morgan, he has added a further 
financial incentive to encourage researchers to think 
beyond their current research to consider how best 
to use his gift that is housed in the Lotterywest State 
Biomedical Facility: Genomics (LSBFG) at Royal 
Perth Hospital. 
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>>CONTACT

Associate Professor Richard Allcock
Lottery State Biomedical Facility: Genomics
Phone: 61 8 9224 1175
Email: richard.allcock@uwa.edu.au

and Laboratory Medicine, a strategic partnership 
between UWA and PathWest Laboratory Medicine 
WA. UWA is providing $225,000 for staff to support 
research with the new equipment. 

“This equipment will be another tool for health 
services,” predicts Mr Morgan. “If you’re susceptible 
to a condition and it is watched and you manage to 
avoid it, you’ve saved the health system a fortune.”  

But health is not the only area to benefit. Potential 
uses include researchers in ecology, agriculture and 
vet science, or any field that considers DNA and 
gene expression. In agriculture the equipment has 
applications in plant and animal breeding, while in 
restoration ecology it can be used in understanding 
the genetic diversity of native species. 

DNA sequencing has allowed groundbreaking 
discoveries in diagnostic medicine, medical science 
and the basic sciences and WA has been at the 
forefront of sequencing-based technologies. 

UWA Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson, 
said the gift would allow research and disease 
diagnosis at a level not previously achievable.

“This equipment will allow us to sequence an 
entire genome – human, animal or plant – for relatively 
low costs and quicker than ever before,” he said.

Associate Professor Richard Allcock, the 
scientist in charge of the LSBFG, said the facility’s 
aim was to enable internationally competitive 
research projects across WA as well as to develop 
diagnostic tests for a wide range of genetic diseases 
including neuromuscular disorders and cancers.

“We aim to develop affordable, cost-effective 
tests for patients that will make a real difference in 
how we understand, diagnose and treat diseases,” 
says A/Professor Allcock. “The Charles Morgan 
donation allowed us to purchase a number of 
different DNA sequencers that have quite different 
capabilities. Along with the equipment we already 
own, they form a coherent set that complement one 
another and all of them have specific applications at 
which they excel. 

“As a result of these donations, researchers 
in the Perth scientific community are able to use 
exactly the right tool for the specific applications of 
individual users.”

One of those users is UWA researcher Dr Kristen 
Nowak, winner of the inaugural Western Australian 
Young Tall Poppy Science Award and the 2007 
Premier’s Award for Early Career Achievement in 
Science. Dr Nowak’s breakthrough research on the 
paralysing disorder Floppy Baby Syndrome will be 
among many genetic diseases to benefit from the 
equipment. 

“In terms of human genetics, these new 
technologies Charlie has provided us with have the 
ability to help not only certain patients and their 
families, but theoretically all patients or the whole 
population,” says Dr Nowak. “We now have the 
affordable ability to let individuals know which disease 

genes they have/carry, and just as importantly, which 
ones they don’t.

“Crucially, due to pharmacogenetics, we’ll also 
have the capacity to easily let patients know which 
drugs will work well for them due to which DNA 
variants they might have, and which ones won’t be 
effective. These technologies and information are set 
to revolutionise health care delivery.

“Science and medical research at UWA, and 
indeed the State, has been blessed over the years by 
generous donations like Charlie’s. These mean that 
research becomes possible when otherwise it would 
be impossible. Such strong support has been crucial to 
our success, and will continue to be so into the future.”

Dr Nowak’s appreciation is echoed by Winthrop 
Professor Ian Puddey, Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences, who 
said the donation would be vital in helping UWA 
researchers remain at the cutting edge of health and 
medical research and discovery. 

“We need both the highest quality researchers 
and access to world-class research infrastructure,” 
he said, “and this very generous donation means that 
a wide array of Western Australian researchers will 
now be able to access locally the very latest in gene 
sequencing technology and equipment.”

Mr Morgan has long been fascinated by science 
and technology and wants to see the three arms of 
innovation in Western Australia– academia, industry 
and government – working collaboratively. 

He considers the breakthrough research of 
Nobel Laureate Professor Barry Marshall, Professor 
Fiona Stanley (Director of the Telethon Institute for 
Child Health Research) and Professor Ian Constable 
(founder and former Director of the Lions Eye 
Institute) as landmark beacons that have illuminated 
the way ahead for other WA researchers. 

His philanthropy will make breakthrough research 
such as theirs that much more attainable.

we now have 
the ability to let 
individuals know 
which disease 
genes they 
carry, and which 
ones they don’t
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When Henry VIII’s troublesome marriages evoked 
ire in the Church of Rome and division within the 
monarch’s own realm, one of the casualties of the 
stormy era known as the Reformation was the long 
tradition of creating sacred music within the walls of 
monasteries and seminaries. 

Across England, the deep division between 
assailants and defenders of the old order saw 
monasteries wrested from the Catholic church, 
and clergy facing imprisonment if they continued to 
celebrate the traditional Mass. Those who harboured 
‘underground’ priests could be imprisoned or 
see their property confiscated. Clergy refusing to 
relinquish the musical rituals associated with their 
faith fled to cities in Catholic Europe where they 
received sympathetic support for the seminaries 
they established. 

“It was assumed that English Catholics virtually 
ceased to sing the sacred music that had been 
so much a part of worship because there were 
so many restrictions and some clergy actually 
went ‘underground’,” explains Andrew Cichy, who 
is researching the impact of the Reformation on 
sacred music for his doctoral studies at Oxford.

Musical detective work
Andrew Cichy’s prestigious Clarendon Scholarship will enable the UWA graduate 

to continue his Oxford studies into an era when the act of composing sacred music 

endangered lives.

“Little is known of the music being composed 
for liturgical practice because it simply was not 
acknowledged at the time. In an environment where 
everything had to be concealed, liturgical practice 
became functional, and yet we know that during 
this period some inspired music was produced by 
English composers. 

“Researching an area like this involves detective 
work. You don’t always look in the obvious places 
for leads. You might trawl through the inventory of a 
great house, discover that it had a chapel and then 
find mention of a thurible – the swinging metal censer 
filled with incense that was used in ceremonies and 
liturgies. That might lead you down an interesting 
research path… 

“We do know that the English clergy who fled to 
the Continent established seminaries in Spain, France 
and Belgium where priests were ordained. They set 
themselves up, often in considerable style, and built 

Above: Tower in the antechapel at Merton College. Inset: UWA 
graduate Andrew Cichy whose Clarendon Scholarship has 
taken him to Oxford (Photo: Gilman and Soame). 
Next page: A decorative panel behind the alter at Ushaw 
College, Durham, depicting the English martyrs, including 
St Thomas More
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some exquisite chapels that I’ve been lucky enough 
to visit. In these chapels, priests were ordained and 
smuggled back into England. If discovered, they 
could be hanged, drawn and quartered.”

All this material is a far cry from the Commerce 
degree that brought Andrew Cichy to UWA from 
Perth’s Trinity College, where he was already known 
as a fine musician. However, today he is quick to 
acknowledge the practical benefits of his first degree.

“Commerce was a very useful first degree for me,” 
he says. “I’ve been discovering its true value ever 
since. It taught me to be organised, to report clearly, 
to appreciate the importance of sound management, 
impartiality and the need for transparency. I think 
some of these things get lost in education. 

“In my final year at UWA I auditioned for the 
School of Music and was accepted on piano and 
organ – and chose to go with the latter. Winning a 
School of Music scholarship was one of the highest 
moments of my life because I’d been nervous 
about whether I was up to performance standard. 
That scholarship offered me four years of 
study, doing what I loved to do: a major in 
performance, a minor in musicology. I felt 
very fortunate.”

Andrew began playing the piano at 
seven and the organ when he became a 
student at Trinity College and UWA graduate 
Annette Goerke, one of Australia’s leading 
organists, became his teacher. The organ at 
Trinity had been built by UWA lecturer Lynn 
Kirkham (School of Mechanical Engineering) 
and clearly it was a source of inspiration the 
young musician.

“The Trinity College organ is a stunning 
instrument – probably one of the finest in 
the country. Built in the Dutch classical style, 
you can play anything on it from Bach to 
contemporary compositions,” he says. 

“Robert Schumann said that no 
instrument took swifter revenge on sloppy 
composition or playing. He said a well-built 
organ tells no lies: even a slight slip of the 
hand or foot will be magnified several times.

“However, the organ’s many difficulties are 
outweighed by the sheer beauty of the instrument 
and its repertoire. People always think of an organ’s 
huge sounds, but every bit as important are the 
warm, quiet tones and subtle sounds.”

Studying at UWA, Andrew was able to add 
another significant organ, Winthrop Hall’s McGillivray 
Pipe Organ, to his performance experience. At the 
time, he was researching the life of one of the State’s 
most celebrated composers. Albert Lynch trained 
for the priesthood and, at a Benedictine Abbey in 
France, encountered the revival of the plainsong 
chants used in the liturgies of the Catholic Church. 

On his return to Western Australia, Lynch formed an 
all-male choir at St Mary’s Cathedral and, in the 1960s, 

began writing church music. His brilliance earned him 
a commission to write a Mass for Sydney’s St Mary’s 
Cathedral during the Papal visit in 1970.

“I catalogued Lynch’s work and sources and 
it was a wonderful way of exploring his work and 
a contribution that, I think, was in danger of being 
forgotten,” says the graduate. 

“After the Second Vatican Council’s directive 
changing the liturgy from Latin to English, Lynch 
provided the new music. It was a culture shock 
singing in English because the Catholic Church had 
thousands of years of solid repertoire from wonderful 
composers, so Lynch’s contribution in these early 
years was significant. 

“He also introduced Gregorian chant into Catholic 
schools in WA in one of this State’s first large-scale 
music education programs. A whole generation of 
Catholic students was taught to sing and chant, 
so it would eventually filter through and the entire 
congregation would be singing at Mass – and that 
did happen. 

“It’s amazing to recall that there was an annual 
Gregorian Chant Festival in which more than a 
thousand school students participating. It was 
something special and, I think, very important. Sadly, 
it doesn’t happen any more.” 

Andrew has already completed a Masters of 
Studies at Oxford on a dramatic period in church 
music. The flowering of creativity during the 
Renaissance was under threat. By the mid 16th 
century the Calvinists spearheaded the Protestant 
attack while the Jesuits were “the shield and sword 
of Catholic defence”. 

With the monasteries falling into the hands of elite 
noble families, it became a treasonable offence for a 
Roman Catholic priest ordained abroad to be hidden 
in great house or to conduct underground services. 
In Ireland, just as ‘hedge” schools would later offer 
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UWA School of Music presents: 

Power of Music

New Traditions: Joseph 
Nolan performs the Widor 
organ symphonies
Date: Friday 3 June
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: UWA Winthrop Hall

Old Cello/New Cello 
Festival Concert
Date: Sunday 7 August
Time: 3.30pm
Venue: Perth Town Hall

The Keyed Up Gala 
Concert and Cocktail Party: 
international concert pianist 
Nikolai Demidenko
Date: Sunday 11 September
Time: 3pm
Venue: Government House 

Ballroom

Shakespeare and Song: 
interpretations by great 
composers
Date: Friday 16 September
Time: 7pm
Venue: The Old Masonic Hall

Brass Feast: Brett Baker 
with the best of brass in WA
Date: Friday 21 October
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Callaway Auditorium

Culmination: Perth’s best 
musicians and emerging 
artists led by Paul Wright
Date: Saturday 22 October
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: UWA Winthrop Hall

Book through BOCS: www.bocsticketing.com.au; 9484 1133

For significant discounts join 
UWA Friends of Music 
www.music.uwa.edu.au

4WD Maps & Books - Topographic Maps
Road Maps & Atlases - Camping Guides

Worldwide Boating & Fishing Charts
Boating & Nautical Books - Navigation Instruments

Locaboat (French Canal Boat) Agents

education to Irish Catholic children, so there were 
surreptitious ‘hedge masses’ – hastily gathered and 
dispersed – during this period of repression and turmoil. 

“My dissertation is confined to the research of 
sources with the aim of developing a guide to help 
other researchers pursue the leads I have been able to 
uncover,” explains Andrew. 

“My aim is to open a new area of scholarship. 
While historians explored this period from the 
political perspective, because those in hiding 
were so good at concealing things, we haven’t yet 
appreciated the extent of English church music 
produced at this time. We do know that the period 
ending 1700 produced some inspired music that 
combined the best of the Renaissance and Baroque 
periods.” 

The Clarendon Scholarship enables Andrew to 
undertake a DPhil that is a continuation of his Masters 
study. He will be further exploring the sources he has 
identified to examine different influences on English 
music of the time.

“I don’t want to compartmentalise my research 
because I believe some music scholarship suffers from 
that. I want to weave together musical styles, cultural 
influences and history,” says the UWA graduate. 

Dr Owen Rees, Reader in Music at Queens College 
at Oxford, an expert on 16th century Iberian sacred 
choral music, will supervise his doctoral studies. 

While he explores the music of long-gone periods 
in history, Andrew is also honing his performance 
skills, taking lessons with virtuoso concert organist 
Nigel Allcoat; going to master classes with British 
concert organist Dame Gillian Weir, doing classes 
in conducting with Paul Spicer, conductor of the 
Birmingham Bach Choir – and he’s getting to know 
amazing new organs such as the first Aubertin 
French organ in Oxford. 

“I feel I have a great community of organisations 
with which to share ideas and I’m loving it!” says the 
graduate who is now very much at home in Oxford’s 
Merton College. “I see myself as both a performer 
and a scholar and I can absolutely see myself 
teaching in future. 

“I would love to design new courses that 
introduce people to the areas I am researching and 
to repertoire not as well known as it should be. There 
is so much that has slipped through the cracks – and 
that is too good to lose! I’ve been so fortunate in 
having wonderful mentors over the years and I’d like 
to be able to help others in this way in future.”

>>CONTACT

Andrew Cichy
Email: andrew.cichy@graduate.uwa.edu.au
Phone: +44 7848002710
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For New York-based architect Don Zivkovic, 

the accolades just keep coming for his 

partnership, Zivkovic Connolly Architects. 

The Carhart Mansion, the first new classical 

building of significance in New York City 

for decades, won the Palladio Prize for 

outstanding achievement in traditional design. 

Described as “simply one of the best buildings 

in Manhattan in the last half-century”, it is 

on the architectural must-see list for visitors. 

The Palladio joins awards from the American 

Institute and Society of American Architects, 

for an architect working on projects ranging 

from the design of furniture and boutiques to 

Manhattan penthouses.

newsmaker:
uwa graduate
don Zivkovic 

As a secondary student, did you 
have a clear idea of what you 
wanted to study?
When my brother and I were kids, my parents used 
to take us to visit UWA, I guess, primarily to give 
us a vision of what might be a future beyond Hilton 
Park, but also because the campus was a special 
place. And it still is one of the more compelling 
architectural places in Perth. So I recall being excited 
at the prospect of going there and being a part of the 
University – physically, as well as intellectually. 

On the other hand, as to what I wanted to 
study, it wasn’t so clear. As sons of immigrants, 
we figured it would have to be a profession but at 
the same time, our parents, especially my father, 
gave us a broad knowledge of European history 
and philosophy. Since, in those days, the school of 
architecture encouraged immersion in the arts and 
humanities for the first two years, the choice was 
happily made for me.

Above: The award-winning Carhart Mansion

29Uniview The University of Western Australia | 29Uniview The University of Western Australia |



and Philip Cox showed me what a well-rounded 
architectural practice looks like. 

Back in academia for postgraduate work at 
Columbia, I was fortunate to study with James Beck, 
George Collins, Alfred Frazer and others, all of whom 
were architectural historians of the first order. Without 
question, I’m indebted to all of the above and more.

What are the major challenges in 
your current role and what are the 
personal qualities that have proved 
to be assets in your career?
I suppose the main challenge for an architect is 
that it’s an old man’s game, as they say – which, of 
course, is also its boon. And as a profession that 
requires the wisdom and experience that comes 
with the passage of time, its rewards are often 
correspondingly scheduled. In my own practice, 
I started out doing commercial interiors and small 
residential projects, then moved on to larger 
residences and small, new buildings and, most 
recently, to more substantial institutional and public 
buildings. 

So, just as the process of getting older begins 
to place inevitable demands on mind and body, 
so the increasing degree of complexity and size of 
architectural commissions obtained begins to place 
greater demands on your creative vision and skills. 
It’s a fortuitous arrangement. 

Architects are lucky. They love what they do and 
are given the opportunity to pursue their vocation 
into old age – kind of like comedians – which is 
perhaps why they must maintain a sense of humour 
in working for as long as they do. But it’s certainly 
a test of patience and determination, nevertheless. 

Above: New Country House and Estate, Hudson River Elevation 
Inset: Penthouse structure, Temple-front elevation

How did you view your future career 
when studying at UWA and what 
were the landmarks that helped 
shape your career?
At UWA, I was initially more focused on psychology, 
economics – and in particular philosophy – than on 
architecture. I was actually seriously tempted by the 
wonderful Julius Kovesi to switch to a philosophy 
major. It was confusing, if flattering. Meantime, via the 
likes of Jack White, Peter Breuchle and, after a while, 
Julius Elischer, among others, I came to appreciate 
the unique complexity of architecture in both its 
artistic and technical aspects. In due course, I was 
also afforded a glimpse into its broader intellectual 
dimensions. When I finally got it, it was a beautiful 
thing to be able to build professionally upon a liberal 
arts foundation, like that. It proved to be the best of 
all worlds. 

Although I can’t say it all came swimmingly to 
me, in the end the insights of a Jan Gehl from the 
Royal Academy in Copenhagen, or a Larry Speck 
from the University of Texas, were telling additions to 
a dedicated and talented UWA faculty. Later, in the 
real world, in Sydney, the impressive Howard Tanner 
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And the Churchillian maxim to never, never give up is 
indispensable in this regard. 

My persistence is probably a reflection of my 
mother’s. A colleague, Arthur Dyson, Dean of the Frank 
Lloyd Wright School of Architecture at Taliesin and 
a distinguished Californian architect, advises young 
professionals to hang on to the dream for as long as 
humanly possible, until all knuckles have turned ashen 
white and then, all going well, to hang on some more – 
until it finally happens. It’s definitely not unchallenging. 
Though that said, it’s also a labour of love.

What is your working day like and 
how do you relax?
It is a truism, but when you do love what you do, 
you never have to work another day in your life. So 
while the hours are long, they don’t seem it. And 
your potential liability may be vast and relentless 
but mostly ends up being dissolved in a thoughtful 
design process. And just as the scope of knowledge 
required, even for an apparently simple project, can 
be sweeping and the degree of detail intense, still 
the beautiful simplicity of the well-conceived design 
trumps all. 

Relaxation, moreover, in many ways involves 
preparation for design. Again, architects are lucky. 
Sightseeing equals homework. Wandering the streets 
and neighborhoods of New York, Paris, Kyoto or 
Perth, or even Hilton, is at once a pleasure and a 
professional obligation, with many valuable lessons 
just waiting to be observed. The past is a treasure 
trove, architecturally. And that’s true as much of 
books as buildings; architectural and design books, 
for sure – going all the way back to Roman times 
– but also, just as importantly, social and political 
histories, philosophies, biographies and so on.

As my father used to say, it’s simple prudence: 
better to learn from the mistakes of others, than 
from yours alone.

What does the future hold?
With some more luck, I’ll continue to be presented 
with opportunities to design and build, for some 
years ahead – furniture, interiors, buildings – whatever 
may come my way. In that respect at least, my firm 
has done it all and we’ve been fortunate to also have 
had our work consistently awarded and published 
internationally, which is only to say that we’ve been 
seen to be possibly doing something right. On 
the boards currently, we have a university student 
centre, a ‘green’ automated parking garage and the 
conversion of an historic 19th-century preparatory 
school to a luxury apartment complex, among 
other projects. And maybe, with just a little extra 
luck besides, it would be particularly gratifying to 
eventually be able to build back home, as well.

Right: New apartment building, courtyard elevation

31Uniview The University of Western Australia |



academic profile

A researcher’s journey to 
the Clunies Ross Award
This is the story of how a boy’s fascination with magnets led him to a research career 

– and an invention that, to date, has helped some 11,000 patients across the world 

suffering from debilitating conditions that can prove fatal. Both are related to the 

presence in the human body of an element important to all forms of life: iron.

In Western Australia, iron ore shares have long stirred 
interest on the ASX but in 2005 a UWA spin-off 
commercialising a medical breakthrough related to a 
very different form of iron generated interest.

The company, Resonance Health Ltd, introduced 
to the financial world the invention of UWA 
biophysicist Professor Tim St Pierre and his PhD 
student Paul Clark in the School of Physics. 

Last year that invention won Professor St Pierre 
the prestigious Clunies Ross Award presented by the 

Top left: Professor Tim St Pierre. Bottom left: A FerriScan image 
of a cross section through the human body showing the iron 
loaded liver which is the brighter yellow object 
Next page: Professor St Pierre receiving the Clunies Ross Award

Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and 
Engineering. The award honours Australian innovators 
whose research makes a global impact. Previous 
winners include UWA Nobel Laureate Professor Barry 
Marshall and the inventor of spray-on skin for burns 
victims, Winthrop Professor Fiona Wood. 

The award was a landmark moment for a 
researcher who recalls a childhood fascination 
with magnets, studies at the University of Liverpool 
linking magnetism to body iron, and – after arriving 
in Western Australia – a determination to discover 
a method of measuring tissue iron so that patients 
(including children) suffering from two debilitating 
disorders could be helped.

The twin hereditary conditions of haemochroma-
tosis and thalassaemia are associated with the 
build-up of too much iron in the body. The first may 
go undetected until middle-age, but the second, 
a disorder resulting from malfunctioning red blood 
cells, is usually diagnosed soon after birth. When 
severe, this form of anaemia can deform bones and 
retard growth but when a patient suffering from the 
condition is given blood transfusions rich in iron, the 
life-saving element can also overload the body and 
damage organs.

Gauging the severity of both conditions was 
previously imprecise, risky and painful. Needle biopsy 
of the liver can be unreliable due to variations in iron 
concentrations within the liver. It is also an invasive, 
unpleasant procedure for patients – particularly 
children – and carries a degree of risk. 

Hailing Professor St Pierre’s invention – a 
non-invasive technique for measuring body iron – 
Professor John B. Porter of the University College 
of London Medical School wrote: “The prospect 
of a simple measurement, which can be applied in 
any hospital having access to a suitable magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) scanner, is highly desirable.”

Retracing the sometimes torturous journey of his 
invention from laboratory bench to its stock market 
debut, Professor St Pierre says his early research in 
WA involved magnetic methods of studying iron in 
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creatures from molluscs to mice. Later he focussed 
on people with iron overload as a result of several 
diseases. 

“I quickly realised that the medical community 
was finding it difficult to understand the relevance of 
papers we were publishing on the different types of 
iron in a patient,” he recalls. “So when a doctor urged 
me to focus on measuring the amount of iron in a 
patient, I set off on a different path.”

He was, however, extremely sceptical that such 
a measurement could be made.

“I knew attempts to use MRI in this way had 
previously led to unpromising results,” he recalls. 
“I thought it impossible because there are so many 
different forms of iron in the body, so I set out to 
prove it was unworkable. To do that, I had to cover 
every possibility – and the irony was that in doing so, 
we discovered that you could measure the amount 
of iron, especially in the liver. 

“We’d been waiting for things to go wrong 
to prove we were right, so the results took us 
completely by surprise!”

That ‘Eureka moment’ was the beginning 
of another journey that took him away from the 
laboratory bench and into the world of medical 
regulators, venture capitalists and patents.

“We were at the point of submitting our findings 
for publication in the journal Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging, when, at a seminar on our findings, the 
head of the School of Physics took us aside and 
asked whether we’d lodged a patent. Apparently, if 
you publish before securing a provisional patent you 
invalidate it. All this was very new to us because at 
that stage UWA didn’t have an Office of Innovation 
and Industry to take up such things,” he recalls.

“We certainly learned a lot in those early stages! 
For one thing, we discovered that as soon as you 
have that provisional patent, a clock is ticking towards 
its expiry date and you need to raise capital in order 
to maintain the patent.

“To lodge a patent internationally costs around 
$100,000 in legal and other costs. We’d applied (but 
failed) to get a Federal Government grant, so we had 
no option but to seek financial backers. 

“We were horrified at the demands of the venture 
capitalists we initially spoke to, so when a WA-owned 
radiology company, SKG Radiology, expressed 
interest within days of our presentation, we felt it 
would be a good partnership. 

“We then won a National Health and Medical 
Research Council grant that allowed us to collect the 
clinical data needed to get approvals from regulatory 
authorities like the Food and Drug Administration 
in the United States and the Therapeutics Goods 
Administration in Australia. When we had those 
approvals, the company Inner Vision Biometrics Pty 
Ltd was established with the SKG capital and later 
we moved the company into the ASX-listed shell 
company to create Resonance Health Ltd.

“For us it has been a real journey and one of the 
important things we learned along the way is that 
when a new technology comes out there can be 
unrealistic excitement and expectation in the market 
that need to be managed carefully.

“However, we now feel we have arrived! In 1995 
we started research in the lab; in 2000 we knew we 
had something interesting and took out a patent; in 
2005 we got all the regulatory approvals and in 2009 
the spin-off company had its first profitable year.”

The UWA researcher’s breakthrough comes 
from using MRI in a novel way. “MRI machines were 
developed to make pictures of soft tissue within the 
human body and they use a very strong magnetic 
field,” explains Professor St Pierre. “Although we 
generate a picture in the process, our primary 
objective is to make a measurement. 

“An MRI is a bit like a fancy digital camera on 
which you can adjust the aperture and shutter speed. 
By adjusting the machine according to settings 
we give them, MRI operators across the world are 
gathering data and sending it to us here in Perth.

“Currently we’re accepting data from 20 countries 
and about 130 hospitals. They are based in countries 
you’d expect – like the US, Canada, the UK and 
Australia – as well as developing countries.

There is a band of countries from the 
Mediterranean through the Middle East, the 
Indian subcontinent and South East Asia where 
thalassaemia exists and where it could be linked to 
the prevalence of malaria.

“Some forms of this disease are thought to 
provide a natural protection against malaria, so there 

so much in everyday 
life can be more 
fully appreciated if 
you understand the 
science behind it
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could be a genetic advantage in carrying the mutation. 
However, the disadvantage is that a sub-group of the 
population develops this terrible condition.

“When a child is born with this severe form of 
anaemia, we know they will be iron-overloaded 
following transfusions. However, it’s vital we know the 
degree of overload so we can accurately estimate the 
correct dose of drugs to be administered. 

“That is essential in any disease requiring regular 
blood transfusions – because each litre of blood 
carries a huge injection of iron. Many thalassaemia 
patients require transfusions every three weeks or 
so, so it doesn’t take long before they can become 
dangerously overloaded.”

Professor St Pierre grew up in the United 
Kingdom, completed PhD studies at the University 
of Liverpool, and arrived in Perth in 1986. He’s 
passionate about science communication and the 
teaching of science and traces his own engagement 
to that early interest in magnets, the availability of 
children’s science magazines that were read and 
reread and a grammar school physics experiment 
involving a metre rule balanced on a triangular fulcrum. 

“I remember putting different weights on either 
side of the fulcrum and adjusting their position 
to balance the rule and being blown away by 
understanding for the first time that there was a 
mathematical structure to the way the universe 

worked,” he recalls. “From that time I was hooked 
on physics because I felt there was definitely a secret 
language that could be potentially understood.

“So much in everyday life can be more fully 
appreciated if you understand the science behind 
it,” he says. “Teaching is a funny word because 
rather than putting ideas in someone’s head, you’re 
essentially trying to set things up or discuss things in 
a way that will make the student want to take it further. 

“At university, for instance I encountered a very 
inspiring lecturer who was an expert in magnetism 
and who reminded me of my boyhood fascination. 
He encouraged me to work with his colleague on 
magnetism linked to medical and biological projects. 

“Hardly anyone was working in the area of 
biophysics back in the early 80s so I very quickly 
came to know the other two or three key players in 
the field of biomagnetics and it was exciting working 
in an area of frontier science. 

“As a field, biophysics is quite broad. It essentially 
looks at the physics of living things in general – which 
is very intellectually rewarding – and today of course 
it has become a really hot field of study.” 

Professor St Pierre came to Australia as a 
‘weather refugee’ from the University of Liverpool 
(where he had completed his PhD) and says he 
instantly fell in love with Perth and Fremantle.

Today his academic life sees him divide his time 
between UWA and the spin-off company, so he 
continues to supervise postgraduates and to do his 
own research. One of the things he is working on 
is the measurement of fat and fibrosis (scar tissue) 
in the liver. He says that he and his postgraduate 
students are making good progress on this.

Winning the Clunies Ross Award is clearly a 
great source of satisfaction for Professor St Pierre, 
making him one of the key innovative leaders who 
make this University notable for its internationally 
recognised research. 

“This award is definitely the most rewarding 
thing in my career,” he says, “because it is an 
acknowledgement by your peers that something 
you have done is worthwhile. I consider it a very 
great honour. It is also a reflection of the great work 
of many of my students and colleagues who have 
helped bring the science to fruition.”

>>CONTACT

Professor Tim St Pierre
School of Physics
Phone: +61 8 6488 2747
Email: stpierre@physics.uwa.edu.au

If you’d like to know more about studying at the 
School of Physics, visit the website: 
www.physics.uwa.edu.au/

If you’d like information about postgraduate 
studies at UWA, visit the website: 
www.studyat.uwa.edu.au/postgrad

Very soon the first section of the Centenary Trust for Women 
Graduates’ Walk will be paved around UWA’s Oak Lawn.

Any UWA graduate can purchase a paver inscribed with 
their name, degree(s) and graduation year. Multiple pavers 
can be bought for family or friends and these groups of 
pavers can be laid together, thereby enjoying an extra 10 per 
cent discount. Purchasing a paver will ensure that the UWA 
graduate is remembered in perpetuity and by doing so you 
will assist women who require financial support to continue 
their studies at UWA.

You are invited to be part of it!

Simply download the form from www.uwa.edu.au/ctw or call 
+61 8 6488 4207 and ask for the Graduates’ Walk Project 
Officer, Marita Gardener for further information.

Come and see the Oak Lawn and help us pave the way 
for generations to come! 

Pave the way
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Environmental engineer and internationally 
acknowledged water expert Winthrop Professor Jorg 
Imberger sits before a computer model of the Swan 
River snaking through Western Australia’s capital city 
and emptying into the Indian Ocean.

At his fingertips are data streams gathered from 
a string of field sensors that tell him the extent of tidal 
surges, the depth and temperatures of ocean and river 
waters, wind speeds, the level of nutrients and the 
extent of an algal bloom – on any given day – using 
tools developed by UWA’s Centre for Water Research. 

When, with a click, Perth’s iconic river turns a 
warning red, the Centre’s high-profile director is 
charting the depth of the storm surge when Cyclone 
Bianca crossed the coast in January, causing havoc 
in the Wheatbelt.

Real-time adaptive management systems 
developed by the Centre are a powerful tool providing 
instant information on the potential impacts of 
flooding, climate change, effluent disposal, nutrient 

Understanding our 
most precious resource
In a world in which concern over water quality and availability are on the increase, 

tools developed by UWA’s Centre for Water Research are playing a vital role in helping 

communities across Australia and the world preserve this most precious resource. 

enrichment and the dispersal of dangerous toxins in 
rivers, lakes, estuaries and coastal seas.

In a world in which concern over water quality 
and availability is on the increase, such tools play a 
vital role in helping communities across the world 
preserve this most precious resource. 

The Centre’s real-time hardware and software 
capitalise on almost three decades of expertise in 
understanding processes at work in natural river 
basins and water bodies. These tools are currently 
being used to address problems in waterways as 
diverse as the Swan-Canning Rivers, Singapore’s 
showcase Marina Barrage and Reservoir project, 
Italy’s Lake Como and Argentina’s Rio de la Plata 
estuary.

A click of the mouse (www.rmso.com.au) allows 
the user to cross continents and oceans to the Rio de 

The Fraser River in the Kimberley flows east through some 
permanent pools before discharging into King Sound 
(Photo: courtesy Richard Woldendorp)
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la Plata estuary that washes the beaches of Buenos 
Aires, one of several international locations where 
Centre scientists are working. 

Understanding the problems facing a 
river demands not just real-time data, but an 
understanding of its history and its journey to the 
ocean, explains Professor Imberger.

“The water coming down the Uruguay and Parana 
rivers is huge – of the order of 20,000 cubic metres 
a second,” he explains. “When Spanish settlers 
discovered that the estuary was navigable, they 
wanted to find a quiet corner of it in which to settle.

“Hundreds of years later, with nitrogen and 
phosphorus now coming down the rivers, conditions 

in the estuary have changed dramatically and in 2007 
there was a huge algal bloom that clogged the filters 
in the city’s water treatment plant.

“Argentine Water asked us to provide them with 
software that would provide three days’ notice of 
approaching algal blooms so they can tool up for 
the challenge.”

The Centre’s Dr Clelia Marti discovered that there 
needs to be an incubation site up river, plus the right 
winds and conditions, to bring the bloom into the 
estuary. Then, the warm stagnant conditions of this 
‘quiet corner’ allow the bloom to grow.

From South America, Professor Imberger turns 
his attention to a very different water problem: the 
clear water of Lake Ohrid, straddling the border of 
the Republic of Macedonia and eastern Albania, one 
of the world’s oldest and deepest lakes and a World 
Heritage site. 

Isolated by mountains, this tectonic lake is 
sometimes known as ‘a museum of living fossils’ 
because it is a refuge for organisms that evolved 
millions of years ago. However, Lake Ohrid is 
threatened by pollution and the fact that minimal 
inflows mean infrequent mixing of surface and deep 
water, a problem exacerbated by global warming. 

“Deep mixing used to happen perhaps every eight 
to 10 years, now it takes even longer and this could 
have catastrophic impacts on the lake’s aquatic life,” 
says the UWA researcher.

Let us help you achieve your higher ambitions as a Health 
Professional. 

Enrol now to build on your existing skills, experience 
and qualifications and obtain an advanced degree from 
Western Australia’s top university.

Master of Public Health 
Prepares you for a leadership role within the health system, 
providing an understanding of public health and the latest 
research methods.

Governor Sanderson Scholarship in Population Health 
This is for young future leaders wanting to benefit from 
internationally focused studies, including a field research 
component in South East Asia, as part of the Master of 
Public Health degree.

Master of Nursing Research
Receive a solid grounding in clinical research methods 
and develop skills to lead, design and conduct nursing 
research.

Master of Nursing Science (entry to practice)
Build on your undergraduate degree in any field and train to 
become a Registered Nurse.

Master of Public Health (Research) and PhD
Research training is available with top researchers in a wide 
range of health-related fields.

For more information on our postgraduate courses,  
visit www.sph.uwa.edu.au  

Achieve 
more with a UWA postgraduate 
health degree
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instead of a plan, you 
need to articulate a 
vision and then use 

technology to gather 
data and see that 

you keep on track 
with that vision
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>>CONTACT

W/Professor Jorg Imberger
Director, Centre for Water Research
Phone: +61 8 6488 3911
Centre website: www.cwr.uwa.edu.au

The Centre is hoping that the Macedonian 
diaspora will contribute to a planned research project. 
It has also applied for funding to research mixing in 
Australia’s deepest freshwater lake, Tasmania’s Lake 
St Claire, a tourism icon. 

While recent devastating floods in Queensland 
have made international headlines and spurred 
debates on appropriate planning, Professor Imberger 
expresses amazement that people were permitted 
to build houses on land inundated during the severe 
1974 floods. 

“We humans don’t appear to learn from history – 
perhaps it is part of our survival instinct not to dwell 
on the past,” he observes. 

“We have the ability to manage such systems but 
we don’t do it very well – and of course the Centre 
is at the forefront of remedying this state of affairs, 
providing the technological tools for managing water. 

“The biggest problem we face in the world today 
is our inability to see how our decisions will play out in 
the future. Our Centre realised this 10 years ago when 
we built our real-time management system on line. 

“The good news is that in Western Australia 
I’ve spoken to the heads of major government 
departments – from main roads to water and 
planning – and all realise that you can no longer 
plan for the future in the old way, by assuming the 
world was not going to change on you. That is where 
computer modelling plays a vital role.

“Today, instead of a plan, you need to articulate 
a vision and then use technology to gather data 
and see that you keep on track with that vision. You 
can run different scenarios on a computer, so you 
can see what happens if, say, you decide to dredge 
and deepen Fremantle harbour. In brief you need to 
design a response process, not a static plan.

“If we had had such tools back in the 1970s 
when it was decided that Garden Island would 
be a naval base linked to the mainland by a 4km 
causeway, we could have modelled the negative 
impact on water exchange along the coastline. If, 
in the future, we decide to open that causeway to 
facilitate water exchange, models will be able to tell 
us how to do it in small stages to get the most cost-
effective solution.”

Professor Imberger is a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Science, the Australian Academy 
of Engineering and Technological Science, the 
International Water Academy, the Royal Academy of 
Engineering (UK), the Royal Academy of the Arts, the 
Argentinian Academy of Engineering, the American 
Geophysical Union and the US National Academy of 
Engineering. He was awarded the Stockholm Water 
Prize in 1996, the Onassis Prize for the Environment 
in 1995, the Redfield Laureate Life Time Achievement 
Award (2007), and was named the WA Scientist of 
the Year in 2008.

The Centre for Water Research attracts 
postgraduate students from around the world. 

the biggest 
problem we 
face is our 
inability to 
see how our 
decisions will 
play out in 
the future

Its international reputation has been built on its 
extraordinary range of expertise, from software 
development to the complex mixing processes in 
lakes, rivers and estuaries. 

Argentinian-born Research Professor Dr 
Clelia Marti heads the Centre’s field research in 
environmental fluid dynamics; Roger Head has 
designed all the Centre’s field instrumentation that 
has given the Centre its international reputation; 
Lee Goodyear is the architect of the Real-time 
Management System Online; and Greg Attwater 
runs the international field logistics with field sites 
in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, US, Italy, Singapore, 
Korea, Mexico and nationally in New South Wales, 
Victoria, Queensland and WA. About 60 per cent of 
Australia’s drinking water reservoirs have used the 
Centre’s RMSO to guide their decisions. Much of the 
Australian research funding is achieved through the 
marketing efforts of Caroline Wood.

France
Apartments & Cars

working together with

Specialist boutique agent for France and Europe
• Contact us for a free quote for car rental in France, UK and Europe
• Low rates still available for Peugeot leasing during 2011
• Special packages available when booking car and accommodation

Contact Michelle on 0421 762 437
info@franceapartmentsandcars.com.au
www.franceapartmentsandcars.com.au

Director of UWA’s Centre for Water Research, Winthrop 
Professor Jorg Imberger
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grad news
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association

Oxford, Lyon and Rome during the northern 
hemisphere spring may sound like the perfect 
travel itinerary.

But for postgraduate student Ann-Maree 
Vallence, sight-seeing is the last thing she’ll do on 
her three-city tour.

Ann-Maree is the recipient of the 2010 
Convocation Ken and Julie Michael Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award – a grant which may enable 
her to improve the lives of people around the world 
who suffer from impaired movement.

Supervised by Winthrop Professor Geoff 
Hammond in the School of Psychology, Ann-Maree’s 
award reflects the importance of her novel PhD 
finding. In her research, she discovered that areas 
of the brain have varying capacities to change. 
The areas of the brain controlling the muscles that 
flex the fingers and wrist are able to change more 
than the areas controlling the muscles that extend 
the fingers and wrist.

“These muscles are anatomically close but 
functionally distinct,” she explains. “Flexion 
movements, such as the precision grip required 
to pick up a pen require more fine motor control. 
They are more important for interacting with our 
environment than extension movements, such as 
dropping a pen.”

Making brain-waves overseas 
By Sally-Ann Jones

This finding has the potential to contribute to 
our understanding of the way the human cortex 
reorganises and to the development of rehabilitation 
therapies aimed at inducing changes in the brain 
to help the recovery of motor function. This could 
result in better treatment for stroke victims and for 
amputees. The latter group is likely to grow as the 
incidence of diabetes increases.

The motor cortex – the area of the brain that 
controls all our voluntary movements – changes 
continually throughout life as we learn. It also changes 
after disuse and injury. For example, following 
amputation of the hand, the area of motor cortex that 
controlled the hand is reduced in size while the area 
that controls the upper arm is enlarged.

After her secondary education at Churchlands 
Senior High School, Ann-Maree began her studies 
at UWA in 2001 and undertook a double major in 
Psychology. She also spent some time in London, 
working for London Councils on a sport and physical 
activity plan for the city’s disabled people. 

With Professor Hammond, she has been using 
transcranial magnetic stimulation to measure activity 
of the motor cortex in conscious humans. She 
has used this stimulation technique to examine 
changes in the brain during ischemic nerve block – a 
technique which allows the short-term restriction of 
sensory input to the brain, stimulating physiological 
processes similar to the acute changes that occur 
immediately after amputation. 

Her work has resulted in two publications so far 
– in NeuroReport and Brain Research. She has two 
more papers under review and plans to submit her 
PhD in September.

Stemming from her interest in the changes in the 
brain after amputation, Ann-Maree has conducted 
eight studies involving a total of 120 healthy 
volunteers in order to understand the processes that 
enable the motor areas of the brain to alter.

“The more we understand about how the motor 
cortex changes, the more likely it is that we can use 
this knowledge to develop therapies that will help 
stroke patients to regain control of their muscles,” 
she says.

At Oxford University, she will attend a 
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation Summer School; 
at Lyon’s Cognitive Neuroscience Centre she will 
learn how to take specific measurements of muscle 
activity using intra-muscular recordings; and at the 
European Congress on Clinical Neuropsychology 
in Rome she will demonstrate her potentially life-
changing discovery.

Postgraduate student Ann-Maree Vallence
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Right: Ann-Maree conducts an experiment using transcranial 
magnetic stimulation (Photo: Marshall Johnston)

At Convocation’s 
First Ordinary 
Meeting in March 
Simon Dawkins 
announced the 
results of the recent 
elections for Warden, 
Deputy Warden and 
one Convocation-
elected member of 
the UWA Senate. 
I was elected as 
Warden for a term 
of one year; Richard 
Harper was elected 
as Deputy Warden 

for the same period. Roderick Cooper was elected 
as a Convocation-elected member of Senate.

 This year we made a number of changes to 
the design of the election voting papers including 
the use of different colours for different elections; 
easier-to-follow instructions; and the inclusion of 
a reply-paid yellow envelope into which all voting 
envelopes could be placed. Voting papers were 
received from around the world.

The total number of valid ballots cast for 
Warden was 1,214. Those cast for Deputy Warden 
were 1,208 and, for the Convocation-elected 
member of Senate position, 1,224. The number of 
eligible voters at the election was about 66,000.

From the Warden

Named after Dr Ken Michael, former Governor of 
Western Australia, and Mrs Julie Michael, the award 
won by Ann-Maree honours Dr and Mrs Michael’s 
contribution to the University. Dr Michael is a 
graduate and former Chancellor of the University, and 
has taken a great interest in campus life since he was 
an Engineering student in the 1950s. 

Convocation’s travel awards enable postgraduate 
students to enhance their work through travel in 
Australia or overseas. Awards are made available 
through the generosity of graduates and with the 
assistance of the University and Convocation, the 
UWA Postgraduate Students’ Association. Last 
year, 19 Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel 
Awards were presented – among them the Ken 
and Julie Michael, Alex Cohen, Geoffrey Kennedy, 
Bankwest and Postgraduate Students Research 
Travel Awards. 

The cost of conducting the election was about 
$152,000, most of which went to postage and 
printing. With a total number of 3,646 votes cast, 
that results in a crude estimate of just under $42 
per vote. 

Convocation is required by statute to conduct 
these elections.

Based on these figures – as well as figures from 
other, recent Convocation elections – it is in my 
view clearly time to seriously consider electronic 
voting and, perhaps, the method of voting system 
used. It is also time to examine ways in which 
voter turnout can be increased (it may be that any 
move to electronic voting may itself increase voter 
interest). This raises other important issues about 
Convocation’s role and functions – issues which 
clearly need to be discussed – and actions to be 
taken.

Finally, I wish to note the contribution made by 
Simon Dawkins over the last three years as Warden 
of Convocation. Simon’s ‘wardenship’ has been 
outstanding in many ways, and I acknowledge his 
hard work, dedication, enthusiasm and, of course, 
his sense of humour. 

If you would like to talk to me about 
Convocation-related matters please contact me 
through the Convocation office (+61 8 6488 1336) 
or email: convocation@uwa.edu.au

Best wishes 
David Hodgkinson
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The 50th Reunion luncheon for Graduates of 1961 and earlier will be held 

on Sunday 4 December 2011 in Winthrop Hall.

50th Reunion luncheon 2011

Convocation’s annual 50th Anniversary Reunion 
Luncheon, on this occasion for the Graduates of 
1960, was held in Winthrop Hall in October. One 
of Western Australia’s pre-eminent barristers, 
Dr Malcolm McCusker AO QC CitWA (Governor of 
Western Australia designate), was the key speaker. 
The luncheon was a great success with many 
friendships being rekindled and wonderful stories 
exchanged.

We have lost contact with the graduates listed below 
and would very much appreciate your assistance 
in locating them so that they too can be invited to 
celebrate their graduation. If you have any idea of 
their whereabouts please contact the Convocation 
Office on +61 8 6488 3006 or convocation@uwa.
edu.au

Veronika Biskup, Colin G Blake, Gillian R Boundy, 
Robin J Clarke, Betty M Cockman (Cole), David L 
Cook, Betty A Crompton (Kirby), Peter R Dalton, 
Kasim Dangkua, William E Davies, William S Davies, 
Lyle M Davis, Cedric De Passey, Daphne M Evans 
(Chaloner), Rose Finkelstein, Ian E Fraser, Carlos S 
Furtado, Elizabeth A Gelsey, Michael D Giles, Irene 
T Goerke, Ruth M Henderson, Maureen E Hughes, 
Edwin P Hutabarat, Iordanis G Iordanou, Mary 
Johnson, Nai M Kee, Brian R Kennedy, Robert J 
Lawson, Julia M Leat (Munday), Robert S Lecky, 
Harold F Lydall, William L Marsh, Geoffrey J Martin, 
Ian D Martin, Herbert J Mc Carthy, Neville T Mc 
Gill, Andrew K Mc Gurk, Donald A McCallum, 
Douglas D Meikle, Margaret R Middleton, Donald 
G Moore, John L Mumme, Mary-Anne Neumann-
Shebek, Nicholas A Nicholls, Suat B Ong (Choo), 
Vivian S Palmer, Chris Panos, Beatrice M Parker, 
Elizabeth J Parry (Rippingale), Angela Reagan 
(Vincent), Peter V Rumbold, Colin N Ryan, Lilian M 
Shackleton, Harry J Sheiner, Harry L Simmons, Gavin 
M Sinclair, Nadarajah Sinnatamby, Venkateswarier 
Subramaniam, Murray G Swain, Elsa P Thompson, 
Ai K Tong, Peter W Tormey, Alban E Travers, Gordon 
W Trenberth, Rudolf O Van Der Vossen, Judith R 
Vincent, Aidan J Walsh, Norman C Watt, Veronica R 
Williams, Musrikan Wirjasudarma, Hendrik Wolzak, 
Moh C Wong and Peter N Wood.

At the 50th Graduation Anniversary for the graduates of 1960: 
1. (l-r) Jean Shelton, Ern Shelton, Allan Hullett, June Hullett, 
John Godenzi. 2. (l-r) Des Kelly, Don Buchanan, Ern Shelton, 
Allan Hullett and Maurie Sparkman. 3. (l-r) Lily Collier, Auriel 
Downs, Marion Marshall, Judith Powell. 4. (l-r) Convocation 
Council member Taiwo Sanusi, Eileen Luffy and Convocation’s 
Juanita Perez and Brett Tidy (Photos: Terry Larder)

1

2
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CONVOCATION, THE UWA GRADUATES ASSOCIATION
invites all graduates and other members of Convocation to attend its

Second Ordinary Meeting
to be held on Friday, 16 September 2011 at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start in The University Club of Western 
Australia, UWA

With reports from the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson; the Warden of Convocation, Associate 
Professor David Hodgkinson; and the Guild President, Mr Tom Antoniazzi.

Guest Speaker: 
Professor Alan Robson, Vice-Chancellor, will speak about his Twenty years in the Vice-Chancellery

Before his appointment 
as Vice-Chancellor in 
2004, Professor Robson 
was UWA’s Deputy Vice-
Chancellor and Provost 
from 1993. He has also 
held the positions of 
Foundation Director of 
the Cooperative Research 
Centre for Legumes in 
Mediterranean Agriculture, 

Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture, Head of the 
School of Agriculture and Professor of Agriculture 
(Soil Science) at the University. He is currently the 
Hackett Professor of Agriculture and his research 
interest is the mineral nutrition of plants and soil 
fertility. 

Professor Alan Robson is Deputy Chair of 
Universities Australia. He was Chair of the Group 
of Eight (2007-2010), Deputy Chair of the Council 
of the National Library (1998-2005), a member of 
the Western Australian Science Council (2003-
2009), and the CSIRO Board (2003-2008). 
Professor Robson was Foundation Chair of the 
Grain Legumes Research Council, Deputy Chair 

Research Grants Committee of the Australian 
Research Council and a Member of the Committee 
for University Training and Staff Development 
(1998-1999), the Australian Teaching and Learning 
Committee (2000-2004) and the Board of Directors 
of the Australian Universities Quality Agency.

In 2001 Professor Robson chaired the Ministerial 
Taskforce on Structures, Services and Resources 
Supporting Government Schools. In 1989, he was 
a member of a three-person committee to review 
agricultural and related education in Australia. 
He has also been a member of review panels in 
Denmark, India and Canada. Professor Robson was 
elected as a Fellow of the Australian Academy of 
Technological Sciences and Engineering in 1987. 
Subsequently he was awarded the Australian Medal 
of Agricultural Science. In 2003, Professor Robson 
was made a Member of the Order of Australia, and 
awarded a Centenary Medal. Six years later, he won 
the WA Citizen of the Year Award in the professions.

 
RSVP to +61 8 6488 3006 
or via email: convocation@uwa.edu.au

Refreshments will follow the meeting.

Contributing to Excellence
If you would like to contribute to excellence by donating to the capital funds for any of 
the prizes, awards or bursaries offered to students by Convocation, please contact the 
Office of Convocation. Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

Please contact:
Ms Juanita Perez, Convocation Officer
Office of Convocation, the UWA Graduates 
Association
The University of Western Australia
M362, 35 Stirling Hwy CRAWLEY WA 6009

Phone: +61 8 6488 3006
Fax: +61 8 6488 1063
Email: convocation@uwa.edu.au 
Web: www.graduates.uwa.edu.au
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June Roe (BA 1972; MSocWk 
1975) worked in child protection 
and child welfare before having 
her own family. She rejoined the 
workforce at Manguri Aboriginal 
Corporation and for the last 
17 years held a number of 
positions at the Association for 
the Blind of WA. June retired in 
2010 to spend more time with 
family and to travel. Former 
classmates can contact her at 
groej@bigpond.net.au

Keep in touch!
“Grad Briefs – they’re the first thing I read,” writes one graduate. “They often remind me of former classmates and 
colleagues and have enabled me to repair and resume long-lost friendships,” writes poet, author and graduate 
William Grono. That’s what Grad Briefs networking is all about, so let us know where you are, what you’re doing 
and put us in the picture: hard copy (which we’ll return on request), digital image (tif or jpeg file at 300 dpi). Email 
to terry.larder@uwa.edu.au or post to Terry Larder, The University of Western Australia, M427, 35 Stirling Highway, 
Crawley, WA 6009. We’d love to hear from you.

1930s
Jean Kahan (BSc 1939) writes 
that she is enjoying retirement 
at 94 and is always keen to read 
about news and developments 
at UWA.

1950s
Daphne Wood (née Bennett)
(BA 1950; DipEd 1951) writes 
that she is proud to have three 
children and six grandchildren all 
of whom are UWA graduates.

George Cresswell (BSc 1959) 
is an Honorary Research 
Fellow at CSIRO’s Marine 
and Atmospheric Research 
in Hobart. Now retired, he 
still continues to do research 
in oceanography. Former 
classmates can contact George 
at gcresswell1@bigpond.com

1960s
Judith Priestley (née Baker)(BA 
1966; DipEd 1967) taught in WA 
and the UK and now, with her 
husband, runs a farm producing 
superfine wool. She also works 
in the insurance industry settling 
claims. Former classmates can 
contact her at judypri@iinet.net.au

Brian Wills-Johnson (BA 1969) 
retired as a director of the WWF 
(World Wildlife Fund) Australia, 
after seven years on the board 
of directors. He continues as a 
Governor of WWF, supporting its 
WA program.

1970s

Graduate’s memoir wins high praise
UWA graduate Petrus van 
den Dungen has combined 
his skills as a historian with 
his personal memories of 
Perth and UWA in the 1950s 
to produce All Australians 
Now which has been 
described as an outstanding 
addition to the genre of post-
war migration books.

Arriving from the Netherlands 
as a 10-year-old in 1950, 
the author charts his 
transformation into an 
Australian, a complex and 
often confusing process 
heightened by being the 
only surviving child of a 
disciplinarian father. Half a 
century on, the author sets 

out to explain the forces that shaped him during a decade of dislocation 
and cultural change. 

Through the prism of his family’s story, the graduate (writing under 
the pseudonym Willem van Ravenstein) shows that migration does 
not always bring personal peace and fulfilment – rather it can result in 
disappointment and bitterness for those cut adrift from their culture, as 
were his parents. 

“This wise, lucid work has much to say about Australia as it was once 
upon a time and how, through the lives of a multitude of Willems, it 
became what it is now. It is one of those rare, timeless works that 
shall continue to speak across the generations,” writes the publisher, 
Hesperian Press.

During his time at UWA, Petrus was awarded the J A Wood Memorial 
Prize in 1960 and a Hackett Scholarship. He graduated with first class 
Honours in history and became a Research Scholar at the Australian 
National University. Later he took up academic posts at the University 
of Adelaide, becoming Senior Lecturer in history. He has conducted 
archival research in India, Pakistan, the United Kingdom and the 
Netherlands. During his career he conducted research, taught and 
published in the areas of modern South Asian, modern European and 
modern Dutch history. 

A curious girl’s guide…
Graduate Sue O’Sullivan 
has watched her fair share of 
rugby matches (with a husband 
and several sons being keen 
players and members of the 
UWA Rugby Club). Fortunately 
she loves the game as much as 
they do and is determined to 
unravel its mysteries for others. 

The result is One Curious Girl’s 
Guide to Rugby Union – or at 
least a light-hearted try, a funny 
and informative guide to the 
game that lets you pronounce 
someone off-side and applaud 
the dexterity of a smuggle, 
overhead, dummy, scissor or 
reverse pass.

This lively little book is likely to find a ready audience, even if you’ve 
never been to a match. It is well written, delightfully illustrated and 
very funny.

You can get a copy from the UWA Rugby Club or by emailing: 
mail.curiousgirlsguidetorugby.com.au
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      One Curious Girl’s Guide              

to 
Rugby Union

Or at least 
a seriously light-hearted 

try

By P.PeelerSauris

in Australia, the Middle East and 
the North Sea and was one of 
only four chief geoscientists in 
the 30,000 strong Baker Hughes 
company, involved in geological 
and engineering studies on some 
of the worlds largest oilfields. He 
writes that his last oil company 
based in Turkey, Incremental 
Petroleum, was taken over last 
March and last July he started 
his new company, Incremental 
Oil and Gas. He still holds some 
small fields in California and 
enjoys the daily challenges of the 
oil business.

Gerard McGann (BSc(Hons) 
1971) has more than 30 years 
experience in the upstream oil 
business on five continents. He 
discovered significant oil pools 

Peter O’Donoghue (BCom 
1976; MIR 1981) works for the 
Victorian Government in the 
Department of Planning and 
Community Development as 
Manager Employee Relations 
and OHS. He has lived in 
Melbourne for over 20 years 
with his partner and their two 
children. He is pictured here 
with his son at Peter’s 2010 
PhD graduation ceremony at 
La Trobe University. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
podo05040@bigpond.net.au

Michael Happ (BA 1977; 
DipEd 1978) is a primary 
music specialist and classroom 
teacher. He writes that he 
is especially interested in 
matching students to the most 
suitable instrument and has 
studies this topic extensively. 
Michael is married and lives in 
Floreat.

Jeremy Buxton (BA 1974; MA 
1978) is Policy Advisor, Electoral 
Affairs to the Minister for Electoral 
Affairs, the Hon Mr Norman 
Moore, MLC.
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George Russo (MA 1974) writes 
that he is retired and currently 
writing his memoirs.

Qunye Velaphi (BA 1979) is semi-
retired and is a company director. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at qmv@iinet.net.au

1980s
Jane Emberson (DipEd 1982; 
PhD 1980) writes that she has 
recently retired from UWA and 
returned to the UK. She now 
lives within the Dartmoor National 
Park in SW England. Former 
classmates can contact her at 
jane.emberson@graduate.uwa.
edu.au

Roslan Yunus (BE 1983) has 
been working since 1988 for 
Opus International Malaysia, a 
project management company 
with business interests in Asia, 
Australasia, the Middle East, 
Europe and North America. He 
writes that he still cherishes his 
memories of his four-year studies 
at UWA and St Columba College. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at roslan.yunus@opusbhd.
uemnet.com

Fiona Walsh (BSc 1985; PhD 
2009) is a research scientist/
enthnoecologist with the CSIRO 
in Alice Springs. She conducts 
research in bush foods, Aboriginal 
ecological knowledge, cross-
cultural planning and arid zone 
ecology.

1990s
Duncan Robertson (BCom 1994) 
lives in Sydney and works for 
Brinks Security as their Global 
Services Manager. He writes that 
he finds his job both challenging 
and rewarding as his position 
involves a lot of travelling and, 
luckily, brings him to Perth three 
times a year, allowing him to keep 
in contact with friends and family. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at duncan.robertson@
brinksinc.com

Damien Flynn (BE & BCom 
1996) writes that he has split 
his career to date between 
management consulting 
and executive roles in 
manufacturing. He is currently 
on sabbatical from corporate 
America, advising political and 
public sector leaders in his 
adopted home of Chicago. He 
lives in Evanston IL, with his 
wife and two children. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
damien2202003@yahoo.com

Graduate performs at state 
theatre company

Graduate Tom O’Sullivan, 
who returns to his hometown 
in September to perform in 
Tennessee Williams’ Cat on a 
Hot tin Roof, says it’s a good 
time to be an actor. 

That wasn’t the case when 
he left NIDA six years ago – a 
time when “everyone was 
talking doom and gloom”. 

“Today there’s a lot more 
home grown TV and theatre 
happening and theatre 
companies are being a bit 
more bold and brave, so 
there’s more opportunity for 
people who have less of a 
name or profile,” he says.

Tom currently juggles 
television and theatre and 
is determined to do at least 
one play a year because 

he says that live theatre draws on a different skill set – “it’s like flexing 
different muscles”. However, he’s quick to credit television work with 
raising his profile. “I don’t have to kick a door down to get an audition 
now!” he quips. 

The graduate has become a familiar face on television dramas such as 
Underbelly and Cops LAC, as well as the ABC drama from a few years 
back, Rain Shadow. 

A Black Swan State Theatre Company co-production with Queensland 
Theatre Company will bring him back to Perth, playing for the first time 
at the new State Theatre Centre.

“I’m excited about taking on the role of Brick in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
for several reasons,” he says. “Tennessee Williams is one of the great 
modern writers, one of those you feel you need to ‘tick-off’ as an 
actor. His plays jump off the page and there’s always so much going 
on between characters, said and unsaid, and characters can either 
love each other deeply or be ruthlessly cruel to each other – quite 
often both at once. 

“Brick is an interesting character because there’s a great ambiguity 
about him. Even by the play’s end we’re unsure about his intentions, his 
future. He’s full of contradictions and his relationships with Maggie and 
Big Daddy are complex and make for great drama. There’s sex, love, 
hate, misunderstanding, self-denial, secrets, truths and lies – all in a 
couple of hours in one room.”

The young actor says his early grassroots involvement with amateur 
theatre – doing everything from writing and directing to performing – 
prompted him to enrol at NIDA after completing his UWA degree. 

“The best thing about acting for me is the variety. Every performance 
is different, even of the same play, because your mood colours each 
performance.

“I think I fell in love with theatre because your level of consciousness is 
heightened by the audience that brings its own level of energy to the 
theatre. And of course there’s the applause – whereas in television and 
film when you get things right it’s: ‘OK we’re moving on.’ The audience 
is such a very big part of working in theatre.”

Singapore, a government 
statutory board. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
toomy@pacific.net.sg

Vanessa Carn (née Bereczky)
(BA 1996) has been working at 
Fremantle Port Authority since 
2007 as administration assistant 
to the General Manager, Asset 
and Infrastructure Management. 
She married last year and has two 
children and two step-children.

York Lou Too (BE 1995) helps 
small-medium enterprises to 
adapt technology to grow their 
business. He works for Spring 

Theodora Issa (GradDipBA 
1997; MBA 1999; MMR 2004) 
writes that her PhD thesis was 
awarded the 2010 Emerald/
EFMD Outstanding Doctoral 
Award. The thesis is titled 
Ethical mindsets, aesthetics 
and spirituality: A mixed 
method approach analysis of 
the Australian Services Sector. 
She is a Lecturer and Unit 
Coordinator at Curtin Business 
School. Former classmates can 
contact her at Theodora.issa@
cbs.curtin.edu.au

2000s
Jason Liu (BCM 2000) is based 
in Singapore and works for Credit 
Suisse, in their IT Application 
Support team. He writes that he 
and his wife celebrated his first 
wedding anniversary with a trip 
to France.

Former classmates can contact 
Paul at ptverity@yahoo.com.au

Susannah Thompson (née 
Brain)(BA 2002; PhD 2008) was 
awarded her PhD with distinction 
from UWA’s School of Humanities 
in 2008. She has recently 
launched a new business, The 
Editing Studio, which provides 
editing, proof-reading and 
research services for students 
and business clients. She lives 
in Hobart with her husband, 
James Thompson (BSc 2005; 
MClinAudiol 2010) and their two 
children.

Sophia Wiacek (BA 2002) 
has been working with Youth 
Focus in Burswood, in the area 
of youth suicide, self-harm and 
depression. She writes that she 

is hoping to return to UWA to 
complete postgraduate studies in 
clinical psychology.

Nupur Davis (née Jacob)(DipEd 
2003) is Head of the English 
Department at Corpus Christi 
College, in Bateman, WA.

Henry Shawcross (BA 2003) 
completed his second degree 
at Edith Cowan University in 
Computer Science. Henry moved 
to Canberra last February after 
accepting a graduate position 
with the Department of Human 
Services.

Liping Yu (BCM 2004) moved 
to China last March and is 
now working for the Western 
Australian Government’s Trade 
Office, in Shanghai.

Nicola Sheridan (née Wood)
(BSc 2000) worked for a mining 
company after graduating. She 
left that position to be a full-time 
mother to her two children. 
Nicola writes that she has just 
had her debut book, Magical 
Gains, a paranormal/fantasy 
romance novel published 
through Eternal Press. Former 
classmates can contact her at 
nicolae.sheridan@gmail.com

Paul Verity (BLArch 2001) is 
an urban designer/landscape 
architect and studying at UWA for 
a PhD in Landscape Architecture. 
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Adi Surya (MBA 2005) is the 
Vice-President Operational Risk 
and Internal Control, for Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation (HSBC) in Indonesia. 
He writes that on weekends, 
he teaches a Master’s degree 
program at a local university. Adi 
is interested in working in Perth 
and hopes to complete his PhD 
studies. Former classmates can 
contact him at adisurya_d@
yahoo.com

Mario Sugianto (MBA 2006) 
is the Chief Financial Officer 
for a prominent and fast growing 
consumer goods company 
specializing in the food and 
beverage industry in Jakarta. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at mario_sugianto@yahoo.
com

Diana Zhee Ling Tan (BSc 2009) 
works as a laboratory technologist 
in Singapore. She writes that 
she is always interested in the 
current developments of medical 
lab analysis. Former classmates 
can contact Diana at dtz8505@
gmail.com

Emily Thomson (née Walters)
(BA 2006) is currently studying 
Criminology and Criminal 
Justice and is married with 
two baby boys. 

Grace Wamukoya Garbutt 
(MSpec Ed 2010) writes that 
she would like to thank UWA for 
equipping her with the knowledge 
and skills to solve problems and 
turn them into opportunities. 
She is using her Master’s degree 
knowledge and skills to educate 
parents and the community on 
special education. Grace lives 
in Kenya and former classmates 
can contact her at gkoya67@
yahoo.com

Andrea Lim (BSc 2010) writes 
that she is now working as an 
Executive in the Research Affairs 
Department at the National 
University of Singapore. Former 
classmates can contact her at 
iron_surfer26@hotmail.com

John Regan (BSc 2010; BE 
2010) has been working for the 
past year as a graduate engineer 

changing career paths
UWA graduate Simon Roebuck was considering following 
his Bachelor of Physical Health Education and Diploma in 
Education from UWA with a Masters in Human Movement 
when his son Oliver was diagnosed with cancer. 

Watching the two-year-old go through treatment for non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma prompted the graduate to change his mind 
and opt for the Masters in Nursing Science at UWA. He’s one of 
a growing number of men drawn to the nursing profession.

“My son finished his treatment a month before I began studying. 
It’s great to know that he’s absolutely fine now,” says Simon. 

“The Masters course seemed like a perfect fit for me because 
I’d already studied human biology and was particularly 
interested in that aspect of my undergraduate studies. Add 
to that the care aspects of nursing, and it becomes very 
appealing,” says Simon. 

“Watching my son undergoing treatments, I got to see the 
working of a hospital from the other side, and I feel that this 
experience will help when I come to care for people down 
the line.” 

Simon believes one of the strengths he brings to nursing will 
be the interpersonal skills he learnt as a teacher. Prior to his 
nursing studies, he taught in Albany and Perth. 

Getting to know parents of patients at Princess Margaret Hospital led Simon to join a team of 20 climbers 
who last year attempted Mont Blanc to raise money for the children’s cancer ward. The funds purchased 
equipment now assisting researchers in the Telethon Institute of Child Health Research. Five of the climbers 
had children in the cancer ward.

For more information on the Masters in Nursing Science visit: www.meddent.uwa.edu.au/courses/
postgraduate/master-nursing-science

Elena Jeffreys (BA 2005) 
writes that she has just 
completed five years as 
President of the Scarlet Alliance, 
the Australian Sex Workers’ 
Association. She lives in Sydney 
with her wife and dog. Elena 
is pictured here at the Federal 
Government’s 2020 conference.

Nigel Jones (DipEd 2005) set 
up a talent and gifted specialist 
soccer program at Morley 
Senior High School in 2006. In 
2008, he was recognised by 
the WA Education Department 
and was a finalist for Australian 
of the Year award. He 
recently forged links with the 
Wolves Football Club in the 
UK and under his guidance 
has produced several U17 
Australian representatives from 
the program.

for the Water Corporation in 
Leederville. John writes he 
enjoyed a trip to Mexico last 
November. Former classmates 
can contact him at higor43@
hotmail.com

Paisley Walker (BA 2010) won 
a scholarship to study natural 
horsemanship for three months 
in Colorado at the end of the 
year. She is an Administration 
Officer with the Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship, 
in Perth. 

Russell Meeking (BA 2011; 
BCom 2011) worked as a 
teacher assistant in Halls Creek 
after graduating. He has now 
returned to Perth and works 
for an accounting firm. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
russ_meeking@hotmail.com

Stephanie Terwindt (BSc 2011) 
writes that she has accepted an 
offer of graduate employment 
with BHP Billiton Iron Ore and will 
start this June.

Alyssa Davis (BA 2009) works for the programs department at the 
Youth for Christ WA. Alyssa writes that she helps plan, organise and run 
the programs that teach youth about reaching their potential physically, 
intellectually, socially and spiritually.

When you advertise in Uniview 
you’re in good company
The University of Western Australia’s flagship publication has a print 
run of more than 69,000 copies.

Uniview goes to all graduates and is distributed to every secondary 
school in Western Australia and all public libraries.

To date our advertisers have included technology, tourism and theatre 
companies, banks, wineries, bookstores and international and national 
conservation and charity foundations.

Advertising in Uniview puts you in good company.

Phone: +61 8 6488 1914 or email: uniview@uwa.edu.au

Belinda Coniglio (BA 2004) 
works in the litigation and dispute 
resolution team at DLA Phillips 
Fox, in Canberra. Last year, she 
completed a Graduate Diploma 
in Law at UWA and this year has 
commenced her Master’s degree 
in International Law at ANU. 
Former classmates can contact 
her at belinda_coniglio@hotmail.
com.au
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Car Loans - Home Loans - Term Deposits - Xmas Saver - Insurance - Visa Access  - Personal Loans 

As a ‘member-owned’ credit society, 
Unicredit is able to return profits to 
members in the form of low cost 
transaction accounts, great home 
loan rates and low fees.  Unicredit  
is regulated just like the banks,  
and is managed to look after  
the long term financial interests  
of its members.

There are no fees for counter 
service, and when you can’t get to 
a branch, you’ll have free access to 
the second largest ATM network in 
the country (rediATM and NAB)  
and easy-to-use internet banking.* 

Unicredit has been providing 
banking services to University staff, 
graduates and the Western Suburbs 
community since the 1960s - 
everyone is welcome to join.

Why not join the 4.5 million 
Australians who bank at a place 
which is not a bank at all.

*Terms, conditions and fees apply. This information does not take into account your personal needs or financial circumstances, to decide if a product is right for you, read our Terms & Conditions and Fees 
brochures - available from www.unicredit.com.au or at a branch. The University Credit Society Ltd. AFSL / ACL 244168

“Outstanding Value”- Canstar Cannex

5 star  award winning

Make a change  
for the better :
Do your banking with someone 
that puts your interests first 

The Best Transaction Account in 
Australia is Closer than You Think

Call into your Nedlands branch for friendly 
personal banking service, 80 Broadway, 
Nedlands (next to Broadway Fair Shops) or 
phone 9389 1011, www.unicredit.com.au

The Visa Access account works both as 
an EFTPOS / ATM card and on the Visa 
network - this provides the flexibility 
of internet, phone and international  
purchases; all from the one card, one 
account and one statement.

No Application Fee - No Annual Fee

WA Mutual Banking

intelligent banking

While the banks have 
been pretending to 
break-up with each 
other - Unicredit has 
been focused on its 
members.



Gold Corporate Circle Members Silver Corporate Circle Members

Major Partners

International Investment and Trading

Principal Partners

Supporting Partners

WestNet Infrastructure Group

2010 Business School Board

Investors Circle 
Tony Adcock
Robert & Nancy Browning
Warren Coli
Karen Field
Warwick Hemsley & Family
Dr Patricia Kailis AM OBE
Tim Lyons
Alan Roughead
Gene Tilbrook
aussiehome.com 
BT Financial Group
GEM Consulting

Executive Circle 
Robyn Ahern & Family
Anthony Barton
Ian Burvill
Professor Patricia Dechow & 
Professor Richard Sloan 
Neil Hamilton
James & Cate Mactier
Professor Larry Sjaastad
Heather Zampatti
Akamai Management Group
HBF Health Funds Inc

Directors Circle 
Mark & Paige Barnaba
Craig Coleman
Adrian & Michela Fini
Richard & Janine Goyder 
Dr David & Julanne Griffiths
Professor Tracey Horton &  
Jonathan Horton
Dr Anthony Howarth AO &  
Sally Howarth
Mark & Carissa Paganin
Brad Rosser
Criterion Properties 
Elders
Entrust Private Wealth Management

Leadership Circle 
Dr Michael Chaney AO 
Rick Crabb
Dr Denis Cullity AO CMG & Ann Cullity AM
Dr Trevor Eastwood AM & Judy Eastwood
Sir Rod Eddington
Andrew Frazer
David MacKinlay
James & Meredith McClements
Dr Stan Perron AM & Jean Perron
Dr John Poynton AM & Dianne Bain
Don Voelte & Nancy Keegan
John Willinge & Melina Higgins
Mannkal Economic Education Foundation
McCusker Charitable Foundation

Thanks to the support of more than 1,000 individual and company donors, including our Associate Circle and Affiliate Circle donors, the Business 
School has established 26 new scholarships, 10 new prizes, 2 new Professorial Chairs, and 4 new Visiting Professor and Fellow programs.
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Thank you to the UWA Business School 
supporters who have helped us to  

achieve 
success in developing business education

To contribute to developing business education for the Western Australian community,  
please contact Heather Merritt on (08) 6488 8171.
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