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Volunteering for the vulnerable
Final year medical student Vinay Menon, 
who recently won the Australian Human 
Rights Commission’s Young Persons 
Human Rights Medal, volunteering at a 
refugee camp in Africa. 

24

Legacies of beauty
John Wellby’s blister pearl pendant from 
Gold and Silversmithing in Western Australia, 
a UWA Publishing book by graduate 
Dr Dorothy Erickson, who tells the story of 
the State’s many talented craftspeople.
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The transformative power of 
education has emerged as a thread 
through several articles in this Spring 
issue. Certainly it is reflected in 
the stories of two graduates: one 
launching a career, the other reaching 
the pinnacle of hers. 

This issue also tells of the many 
important ways UWA is encouraging 
high school students who might never 
have thought of tertiary studies to 
know they have the support of the 
longest established University in this 
State (see Classroom connections).

Professor Robyn Owen’s academic 
journey took her from a small 
Catholic school to UWA, then Oxford 
University. Her brilliant research career 
culminated in her appointment earlier 
this year as UWA’s Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Research) – see Daring 
to dream.

For Rhodes Scholar at Large, 
Jessica Panegyres pictured on 
our cover with WA’s 2010 Rhodes 
Scholar Dustin Stuart (profiled in 
our Summer issue) the journey from 
Lesmurdie Senior High to UWA had 
its daunting moments.

“At high school I had great friends, knew my teachers, knew my place,” she recalls. “When 
I started at UWA, I didn’t know a single person in any of my classes.

“My first impressions were that everyone knew everyone else, was much more talented, 
much better dressed and drove much more expensive cars. I felt a bit of an outsider and 
wondered whether I’d enjoy five years as an Arts/Law undergraduate.

“Well, I ended up staying seven!
“I had teachers who challenged me, forced me to question and criticise, to be intellectually 

rigorous. I learned to see different sides of a problem, to realise no one has a monopoly on 
truth. For anyone with an inner nerd, it’s exhilarating and a tremendous opportunity to be 
around talented, curious, open-minded people pursuing excellence.

“I made amazing friends with whom I ended up sharing houses, playing in bands, travelling, 
developing caffeine addictions. Friends for life. 

“I enjoyed studying in this beautiful place. My fondest memories are of skipping class and 
walking by the river, lying by the river, swimming in the river, having picnics in the Sunken 
Garden. The beauty is inspiring. It reminds you to look outwards, but also to enjoy yourself, to 
make sure your experience is a rounded one. 

“University is a time to explore. I travelled, went trekking, worked on permaculture farms, 
played music, got into some sticky situations. My ideas about what I wanted to do changed 
daily: a lawyer one day, a writer the next or a rock star – I’m still working on that one!”

Jessica says UWA gave her time to consider the challenges facing the world: the 
environment, climate change and the growing gap between rich and poor.

“It’s easy to be overwhelmed so I remember something Barack Obama says: ‘the best 
antidote to depression is action’. An education here gives you the skills and opportunities to 
be part of the solution.” That’s a sentiment echoed by final year medical student Vinay Menon 
in this issue. See Volunteering for the vulnerable.

Jessica recently walked the Balingup to Walpole section of the Bibbulman track and says 
the incredible biodiversity of the forests energised her for the MSc and the MPhil at Oxford. 
She will study a new course Nature, Society and Environmental Policy. 

“It’s an interdisciplinary course in the law, policy, science and economics of environmental 
change,” says Jessica. “My motivation is my deep concern about how our political 
communities should respond to environmental change and my love of nature. I’m excited 
to have found a course that combines my intellectual and personal interests – particularly in 
climate change policy.”

Jessica says some of her most important experiences have been opportunities “to share 
my privileges with others” including teaching English in places ranging from India to the 
Kimberley.

That’s an experience shared by Rhodes Scholar Dustin Stuart, who also taught in India 
as well as coaching at the Chemistry Olympiads he attended as a high school student. He 
credits the Olympiads with opening up to him the amazing world of organic chemistry. 

“While I want a career in research,” says Dustin, who joins Oxford University’s Atomic and 
Laser Physics group, “my passion is for teaching. I believe education truly has the power to 
change people’s lives for the better.”

We wish our Rhodes Scholars well and know they will be amazing ambassadors for UWA.

in focus

In this issue

Jessica Panegyres and Dustin Stuart 
(Photo: Matt Galligan)

Exciting Extension 
Environmental activist Dr 
David Suzuki takes a candid 
and engaging look at life on 
our planet over the past 70 
years in UWA Extension’s 
Spring program. 

In The Legacy – David 
Suzuki, the scientist 
ponders lessons learned 
and insights gained and 
his intimate storytelling 
is complemented by a 
documentary in the tradition 
of Al Gore’s An inconvenient 
truth. His presentation in 
October is based on the 
premise “If I had one last 
lecture to give, what would 
I say?”

Also in October, UWA 
graduate and award-
winning journalist Victoria 
Laurie recounts the 
experience of writing The 
Kimberley – Australia’s last 
great wilderness. 

Victoria Laurie
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the Kimberley lies in the remote north-western corner of our 
country and covers an area bigger than italy or Germany and 
twice that of the uK. it is a natural refuge for many unique 
species in an extraordinary range of habitats, some of which 
are now under threat. in this timely and beautifully illustrated 
book, award-winning journalist Victoria Laurie takes us on an 
exhilarating journey through the region’s stunning landscapes 
and explores the abundant life to be found there.

cover_AW.indd   1 29/6/10   10:57:06 AM

Best in the West
UWA has received several 
big ticks from the well-
respected 2011 Good 
Universities Guide which 
gave it a five-star rating (and 
put it second in Australia) on 
key performance measures: 
graduate starting salaries, 
employment prospects, 
positive graduate outcomes, 
staff qualifications, student/
staff ratio, research intensity, 

This lavish book 
published by UWA 
Publishing is a love letter 
to an astonishing region 
of teeming bird life, elusive 
desert animals, cascading 
waterfalls and wide 
savannah plains. 

These are just two items 
in Extension’s program that 
includes a tempting food 
and wine section offering 
Greek desserts, festive 
French pastry, Nyonya 
cuisine, Chinese regional 
cooking – and more. Check 
out the program at: www.
extension.uwa.edu.au or 
phone +61 8 6488 2433.
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When Winthrop Professor Helen Wildy became Dean of 
Education last year she commented that her own enthusiasm 
for teaching was shared by students who enrolled in what 
was the faculty’s new Masters of Primary Education.

“All have a passion for working with children and they’re 
very interesting people with degrees in occupational therapy, 
law and accounting,” she said. 

The same level of enthusiasm is anticipated in those 
who enrol in the University’s new Master of Teaching (Early 
Childhood) being offered for the first time next year. 

The new course will accept more than 25 graduate 
students and is one of a suite of Masters degrees in 
Teaching offered by UWA. 

Project Manager Helen House in the Graduate School 
of Education says that society now acknowledges the 
vital importance of early childhood education. “We’ll be 
raising the bar in this course and we want high quality 
professionals,” she says. 

Associate Professor Robert Faulkner, who divides his 
time between the School of Music and the Graduate School 
of Education, says the program aims to take on a small 
cohort of students and to provide support for professional 
development at personal levels. 

A Royal Academy of Music-trained musician, music 
education researcher and early childhood educator, 
A/ Professor Faulkner is designing the course along with 
A/ Professor Grace Oakley, an expert in children’s literacy 
and author of three children’s books. 

Professor Faulkner sees music as an integral part of early 
childhood education.

“Music is an essential part of the human condition,” 
he says. “It’s part of how we learn and is fundamental to 
physical development and crucial to emotional and social 
development.”

Apart from teaching music and the arts, the early 
childhood program will use them as a pedagogical tool.

“In early childhood oral language is absolutely pivotal 
to learning, so there will be a big emphasis on this in the 
new course,” says A/Professor Oakley. “We also want 
our students to understand that young children learn 
best by being involved in a range of hands-on, interactive 
experiences which might involve the arts, music or dance.”

For more information, visit the website: www.education.
uwa.edu.au/teach

in focus

Lifting the bar in early childhood education

A/Professor Robert Faulkner sees music as an 
integral part of early childhood education

Postgraduate Expo
The University is hosting 
its first Postgraduate 
and Honours Expo on 
Wednesday 20 October 
at the University Club.

Graduates hold key Federal Government posts

Two UWA graduates have 
taken up key Cabinet 
posts in the new Federal 
Government: Mr Stephen 
Smith becomes Minister for 
Defence and Senator Chris 
Evans will become Minister 
for Tertiary Education, 
Jobs, Skills and Workplace 

Relations. Both studied at 
UWA in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s.

“We congratulate 
the Ministers on their 
appointments and look 
forward to working with 
them,” said Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Alan Robson.

Revolutionary defence tracking technology that advances 
national and international security was one of the winners 
of the coveted Eureka Prizes (considered the Oscars of 
science) annually awarded by the Australian Museum. 

Winthrop Professor Ba-Ngu Vo, his brother Assistant 
Professor Ba-Tuong Vo and Winthrop Professor Antonio 
Cantoni from UWA’s School of Electrical, Electronic and 
Computer Engineering have developed a new family of 
algorithms for tracking multiple targets. Their research 
findings enable thousands rather than hundreds of targets 
to be tracked using standard computers.

Their work won the Eureka Prize for Outstanding Science 
in Support of Defence or National Security. Their system is 
already helping NASA and other organisations to track the 
600,000 objects orbiting the Earth and threatening satellites 
worth millions of dollars. 

Eureka Prize for researchers

Professor Ba-Ng Vo and A/Professor Ba-Tuong Vo

Staff and students from 
all faculties will be on 
hand to answer questions, 
discuss coursework, 
research possibilities, 
scholarships and student 
services. Information 
seminars will be held 
throughout the expo.

The Faculty of Arch i-
tecture, Landscape and 
Visual Arts is confident that 
its postgraduate programs 
will be much in demand 
given the pace of growth in 
the State.

Says the Dean, Winthrop 
Professor Simon Anderson, 
“As populations increase 
and demand for diminishing 
resources escalates, the 
design of the places and 
spaces where people live, 
work and interact is taking 
on greater importance. 
Our research programs 
are designed to equip 
graduates with the skills 
necessary to tackle these 
‘big issues’.”

For further details and 
a program of information 
sessions, visit: www.
studyat.uwa.edu.au/
postgrad/expo

research grants and student 
demand. And it’s good to 
know that more than 83 per 
cent of our graduates are 
employed within five months 
(compared with the national 
average of 79.2) and at 
salaries above the national 
average.

Recognition of excellence 
also came from the 
prestigious Jiao Tong World 
University Rankings in 2010 
that placed the disciplines 
of Life and Agricultural 
Sciences as the best in 
Australia. Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Alan Robson, 
himself a leading agricultural 
scientist, said that UWA 
was held in high regard for 
its agricultural expertise and 
research.

Overall the University is 
ranked 112 in the world, 
well on its way to being 
counted among the top 100 
by our Centenary in 2013. 
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in focus

Art lovers will be able to see works on paper not shown 
before at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery because of their 
fragile nature. Following intensive restoration, the gallery can 
now present this range of Australian and international prints 
and drawings from the late 19th to the late 20th centuries. 
The works span key modernist movements from cubism to 
geometric abstraction. 

Out of the Darkness, Prints and Drawings from The 
University of Western Australia Art Collection runs until 31 
October. On the final day, Graduate Diploma of Education 
students will present short papers that address selected 
works.

Rare showing of works

Ethel Spowers, Harvest, 1932, linocut

UWA recently launched the Energy and Minerals 
Institute that will help position this State as a national 
and international hub of resource expertise. The multi-
disciplinary Institute connects academia with government, 
industry and business and advances UWA’s commitment to 
supporting the industries that drive the economy and social 
well-being.

Director Tim Shanahan, who previously headed the WA 
Chamber of Minerals and Energy, says that the Institute’s 
research leaders will tackle the industry’s most challenging 
local and global issues from different perspectives.

“The ability to harness world-class intellect, high-tech 
facilities and comprehensive long-term research through the 
University is of great benefit to the future of all industries,” 
he said.

To get an insight into how UWA expertise is meeting the 
challenges of Australia’s first fully subsea project, Gorgon, 
see The challenges of deep water drilling.

(l – r) Professor Alan Robson with members of the Board of 
Trustees of the Energy and Minerals Institute: Chair Mr Greig 
Gailey (former Chairman of the Minerals Council of Australia); 

former diplomat Dr Richard Smith; Shell Australia Country 
Chair, Ms Ann Pickard; Rio Tinto Executive Director Mr Sam 

Walsh and Institute Director Mr Tim Shanahan 

New energy hub on campus

Funding for child and
environmental health

UWA received more than $8 
million to support research 
projects aimed at healthier 
children and a more 
sustainable environment. 
The Australian Research 
Council funding ranked as 
the second highest to any 
Australian university and 
accounted for almost 80 per 
cent of ARC funding for WA 
universities. 

More than $2 million will 
enable researchers led by 
Winthrop Professor Fiona 
Stanley, Director of the 
Telethon Institute for Child 
Health Research, to explore 
the reasons for increases 
in child maltreatment and 
juvenile crime. 

Professor Stanley says 
that the Linkage Projects 
grant was all about 
“breaking down barriers 
and sharing information to 
get a true picture of factors 
affecting children’s lives in 
WA”. 

The same round of 
funding delivered $2.5 million 

to UWA’s Centre for Energy 
where researchers led by 
Winthrop Professor Dongke 
Zhang are investigating a 
range of sustainable energy 
initiatives including the use 
of synthetic natural gas and 
biochar from biomass to 
provide energy in remote 
communities. 

Berndt Museum’s
Biennial Lecture

A free public lecture will 
be held at the University 
Club of Western Australia 
on 21 October at 7pm. 
The speaker will be 
anthropologist Kim Akerman 
from the University of 
Tasmania who has extensive 
experience as a consultant 
and curator specialising in 
traditional and contemporary 
Indigenous Art. 

The lecture is organised 
as part of the Professor 
Ronald M and Dr Catherine 
H. Berndt Research 
Foundation. For enquiries 
please phone +61 8 6488 
4785/2854.

Several UWA leaders were on hand when UWA graduate 
Peter Pang, President of Bosch (China) Investment, received 
the 2010 Alumni of the Year Award at the Australian China 
Alumni Association Gala Dinner in Shanghai. 

Mr Pang spoke fondly of his time at UWA in the 1970s 
when he received the award that recognises the success 
of alumni of Australian universities in China. Finalists for 
the award, sponsored by Australian universities, had been 
announced at the Australian pavilion at Shanghai World Expo.

Mr Pang studied electronic engineering at UWA before 
joining Bosch Australia in 1973. After building a world-
class engineering test centre, electronic laboratories and 
motor vehicle body electronics for Bosch worldwide, he 
moved to Bosch in Germany to develop the vehicle body 
electronics business for the European, US and Asian car 
markets. In 2002 he was sent to China to explore business 
opportunities for Bosch in China. The high achieving 
graduate has received a number of awards including 
the Silver Magnolia Award from the Shanghai Municipal 
Government. 

President of Bosch, UWA graduate Mr Peter Pang with 
Professor Bill Ford, Dean of the Faculty of Law

Graduate wins alumni award
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As a graduate and former 
Chancellor, Dr Ken Michael 
has contributed to this 
University in numerous ways. 
Recently his long association 
was acknowledged with the 
naming of a UWA building 
(accommodating the cutting-
edge work of the International Centre for Radio Astronomy 
Research) for the Governor of Western Australia and Mrs 
Julie Michael. 

“Dr and Mrs Michael, the children of migrants, present a 
success story of which our State – and our University – can 
be proud,” said Vice-Chancellor Professor Alan Robson. 
“Their hard work, dedication and love of learning have 
enabled them to reach the pinnacle of public life.” 

Dr Michael served as Chancellor from 2001 to 2005, 
immediately prior to his appointment as Governor. Mrs Julie 
Michael has been involved in a wide range of social and 
charitable activities. 

Above: The Governor and his wife at the opening of the 
Ken and Julie Michael Building

Honouring a love of learning
UWA’s National Estate listed grounds make it a favourite 
subject for photographers, so, when the Friends of the 
Grounds launched a Four Seasons at UWA photographic 
competition last year, they weren’t surprised when 
photographers mushroomed across campus and beyond. 

The inaugural Friends calendar was a huge success, 
and the 2011 calendar with a new set of stunning images 
is already selling well at the Visitors Information Centre and 
other outlets. 

Inspired by this success, the Friends are also offering 
a range of bookplates and postcards, and are planning a 
new competition as UWA’s centenary celebrations of 2013 
approach. Entries for The Century of Seasons competition 
will close on 31 May 2011. Winning images will be featured 
in the 2012 calendar. For more information, visit: www.uwa.
edu.au/fog

The UWA Combined Friends annual mixer will be held 
at the Watersports Complex at 5pm on 11 November. 
The event will reflect Remembrance Day with a talk about 
Catalinas on the Swan. The Friends of the Ground’s annual 
wind-up Breakfast with the Birds is in the Great Court on 
16 November at 8.30am.

The UWA Business School. Photo © Shaun Ridley

In the picture

Telling tales in Mandarin

Move over Kevin Rudd! 
The recent finals of the 

Chinese Bridge language 
competition held during 
Shanghai’s World Expo 
proved that UWA is 
producing fluent Mandarin 
speakers. Students Andrew 
Chubb and Thomas 
Williams came second and 
third in the global contest 
for Mandarin students in 
front of a TV audience 
of 100 million viewers. 
Both study with Liyong 
Wang, a Chinese language 
specialist in the School of 
Asian Studies and UWA’s 
Confucius Institute.

The finals drew 
contestants from 62 
countries and, says 
Andrew Chubb, “for most 
of us Mandarin was the 
only language we had in 
common.”  

Having journeyed 
through China (on bicycle 
and motorised tricycle) 

teaching English and 
travelling the length of the 
Great Wall before studying 
at UWA, Andrew came to 
appreciate the importance 
of storytelling in the former 
‘Middle Kingdom’.

In the contest’s spoken 
component, he expertly 
mimicked different Chinese 
dialects that kept his 
spectators highly amused 
and, during the cultural 
performance component, 
donned traditional dress and 
delivered an award-winning 
performance of storytelling.

UWA’s Confucius Institute 
offers an ongoing series 
of Chinese language 
classes from beginner to 
intermediate levels. The 
courses are designed 
for those with an interest 
in travel, business and 
friendship. For more 
information visit: www.
confuciusinstitute.uwa.edu.au 
or phone +61 8 6488 6845.

Andrew Chubb (left) and Thomas Williams with 
their teacher Liyong Wang. (Photo: Lindy Brophy)
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Another Law graduate (who was Associate to former High 
Court Justice Michael Kirby before taking up his 2007 
Rhodes Scholarship) has been making news in an area far 
removed from legal studies: swimming the English Channel 
to raise funds for King Edward Memorial Hospital and 
Oxford’s Radcliffe Hospital. 

Travers McLeod and three other UWA graduates – Laith 
Tapper, 2006 Rhodes Scholar Scott Draper and 2006 
General Sir John Monash Award winner Hsien Chan – left 
Dover at 9am and arrived in France just under 13 hours 
later.

“We had a couple of scares along the way,” recounts 
Scott Draper. “About two hours into the swim thick fog 
reduced visibility to around 50 metres. At one stage we 
almost had to leave the water to get out of the path of a 
massive container ship that didn’t notice us. We had a 
couple of worrying minutes when one of the group seemed 
to disappear under the boat – but in fact after a frantic 
search we discovered he was a good 200 metres away!

“The swim was great fun. We had only one bad case of 
sea sickness and one decent jellyfish sting between us. We 
thoroughly recommend the swim – it was worth it just to see 
the sunset.”

It also raised some $6,627 for King Edward where Scott’s 
preterm baby Holly was born and where Travers’ mother 
Gemma studied for a PhD on nutrition for preterm babies.

When we spoke to Scott, he was preparing to leave 
Oxford having completed his D.Phil thesis on Tidal Energy 
Extraction in Coastal Basins which investigated how much 
energy can be extracted from the large movement of 
water caused by the tide. He will be joining UWA’s Centre 
for Offshore Foundation Systems to work as a research 
associate with Professor Mark Cassidy. 

Celebrating the end of an epic journey is Kate Leeming 
(BPhys Ed1987; DipEd 1988) who recently became the first 
person to complete a bike ride across Africa, west to east. 

Her Breaking the Cycle expedition aimed to raise 
awareness of poverty and to highlight projects that “gave a 
leg up rather than a hand out”. 

Averaging 120km a day, she rode through 20 countries, 
sometimes needing an armed escort. A documentary has 
been made of the journey.

For details visit: www.btcycle.com

in focus

The Law School has an impressive track record of supplying 
high-achieving graduates for appointments with justices of 
the High Court of Australia, including Chief Justice Robert 
French, one of UWA’s most distinguished graduates. 

Dean of the Law School, Winthrop Professor Bill Ford, 
said the recent round of appointments continued UWA’s 
extraordinary record of producing graduates of exceptional 
ability. 

Final year law student Laurentia McKessar will take up an 
appointment as Associate to Chief Justice Robert French in 
2011 while graduate Jackie McArthur becomes Associate 
to Justice Susan Kiefel in 2012.

Also in 2012, Jessup Moot star performer Hayden Teo 
(who ranked second-best advocate at the international 
Law Moot in Washington last year) becomes Associate 
to the Chief Justice. In the interim, he takes up a native 
title internship with the Aurora Project (that aims to build 
capacity in Indigenous communities in law, anthropology 
and other disciplines) before joining a Melbourne based 
commercial law firm.

Also headed for the High Court in 2012 is Clare McKay 
(Associate to Justice Susan Crennan) who was Law Student 
of the Year at the inaugural 2010 Lawyers Weekly Icon 
Awards. She will complete Honours next year before taking 
up a graduate position in Melbourne.

Law School successes

Laurentia McKessar, Jackie McArthur, Hayden Teo 
and Clare McKay. (Photo: Ron D’Raine)

Oxford grads in the swim

UWA graduates Hsien Chan, Mike Molinari, Scott Draper, 
Laith Tapper, Travers McLeod after the Channel swim

Bike ride across Africa

A triumphant Kate Leeming

Stargazing 
at Gingin

The Zadko telecope, the 
largest offering public 
access in the Southern 
Hemisphere, will be 
centre stage at special 
events in November and 
December that focus on 
scientific research currently 
underway. 

You’ll see how the Zadko 
operates, along with all the 
other Gingin Observatory 
telescopes. Forthcoming 
attractions at the 
observatory include Jupiter’s 
Journey with astronomer 
Peter Birch.

For more information visit: 
www.ginginobservatory.com

Good sports at UWA
“Sport, cultural and social 
experiences are as crucial 
to students’ development 
as skills, knowledge 
and training,” said Vice-
Chancellor Professor Alan 
Robson at the start of the 
2010 Australian University 
Games in September.  

The Vice-Chancellor said 
that the Games showcased 
UWA’s sporting facilities 
which were able to locate 
27 sporting venues within a 
10 kilometre radius, close to 
both UWA and the CBD. 

This year’s event – the 
nation’s biggest multi-
sport event – drew some 
5,000 competitors from 41 
universities.
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Meeting ‘everyday needs’ – 
around the world

When contemplating the foundation of Western 
Australia’s first university, Sir John Winthrop Hackett 
praised those universities whose teaching and 
research met ‘the everyday needs of the working life 
of the community’.

Consequently our University’s founding disciplines 
reflected the needs of our fledgling State. Eight chairs 
were established: Agriculture; Biology; Classics and 
Ancient History; English; History and Economics; 
Geology; Mathematics and Physics; and Mining and 
Engineering.

Today, our University continues to meet the 
community’s ‘everyday needs’ – but Hackett’s 
definition of ‘community’ has expanded: The 
University of Western Australia’s mission has 
broadened to include service to the international as 
well as local communities.

For example, where our first Chairs in Agriculture 
were influential in developing WA’s agricultural 
industries today’s academic leaders are establishing 
key international links such as that with India’s Kerala 
Agricultural University (KAU) where a new Master of 
Science course in Climate Change Adaptation has 
been developed. 

Hackett would be proud to know that each of his 
founding disciplines is now involved in international 
collaborations dedicated to making significant 
advances in knowledge and understanding in areas 
of global concern, bringing together the experience, 
equipment and expertise necessary to tackle the big 
issues facing societies, governments, corporations 
and education. 

Our University has signed significant agreements 
with tertiary institutions in 35 countries. 

These range from student exchanges to memoranda 
of understanding that will enable us to nurture talent 
in fields as diverse as bioengineering initiatives for 
the benefit of ageing populations of Australia, Japan 
and China; and sustainable energy in the Republic of 
South Korea.

We are also proud of our membership of several 
prestigious associations: the Group of Eight, which 
exists to enhance the contribution of its member 
universities to Australia’s social, economic, cultural 
and environmental well-being and prosperity, and 
to strengthen the nation’s capacity to engage 
in and benefit from global developments; the 
Worldwide Universities Network, a partnership of 
16 research-focused institutions based in Europe, 
North America, China and Australia established to 
generate international economic, social, cultural and 
environmental benefits; and the seven-nation Matariki 
Network of Universities, recognised for international 
practice in teaching and learning.

With our increasing prominence on the world 
stage comes the pressure to perform. And it is 
pleasing to note that our disciplines of Life and 
Agricultural Sciences were recently ranked the 
highest in Australia and 34 in the world according to 
the prestigious Shanghai Jiao Tong World University 
Rankings. As well, we were ranked 112 overall in the 
international rankings.

Hackett would have been familiar with the writings 
of the British Nobel Laureate Bertrand Russell, who 
wrote: ‘The only thing that will redeem (hu)mankind 
is cooperation’. In fact, in establishing this University 
for the benefit of a new State, Hackett would have 
wholeheartedly agreed with this view. Hackett relied 
on cooperation to build a university from an idea – 
and today, our University is part of a global fraternity 
of institutions on whose efforts future generations 
depend.

*  *  *

In September, the University and wider Western 
Australian community paid tribute to former 
Chancellor, Dr Donald Aitken, at a memorial service 
in Winthrop Hall. As a member of the University 
Senate, then as Pro Chancellor and ultimately as 
Chancellor from 1981 to 1990, Dr Aitken helped 
set our University firmly on its path of becoming 
the internationally recognised institution it now is. 
His leadership, wisdom and generosity also made 
a significant positive impact on the State across 
government, business and the community.

from the vice-chancellery

Alan Robson 
Vice-Chancellor
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The colleges offer full seminar and conference facilities –  
creating professional and convenient venues.

The colleges also offer guest accommodation.

Different options exist at various times of the year.
For further details and information, visit each college website.

The colleges support and enrich your degree by offering great places  
to live as well as providing opportunities, programs and activities that 
create an all-inclusive learning experience.

It is this vibrant combination of living and learning – which is at the heart 
of college living – that will uniquely define your time as a UWA student, 
adding a valuable dimension to your degree.

www.uwa.edu.au/colleges

Currie Hall
www.currie.uwa.edu.au

St CatHerine’S College
www.stcatherines.uwa.edu.au

St george’S College
www.stgeorgescollege.com.au

St tHomaS more College
www.stmc.uwa.edu.au

trinity
www.trinity.uwa.edu.au

Residential Colleges 

CollegeLiving,for a
DegreemoreValuable

CentresforBusiness,
EducationandCommunity
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UNI SPORT FOR KIDS
2010/11 Summer Program
13 Dec 2010 - 2 Feb 2011

Send your kids to Uni  
these school holidays!

For information and enrolments, please email 
usfk@sport.uwa.edu.au or visit

www.sport.uwa.edu.au/community_sport/usfk

Supported by:

Prices fro
m 

only $4
2/day

! 4WD Maps & Books - Topographic Maps
Road Maps & Atlases - Camping Guides

Worldwide Boating & Fishing Charts
Boating & Nautical Books - Navigation Instruments

Locaboat (French Canal Boat) Agents
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Everything about the Greater Gorgon natural gas 
project is iconic. Chevron Australia likes to compare 
it to the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme 
given its scale, technical complexity and contribution 
to Australia’s energy needs. 

One of the world’s largest natural gas projects, 
and Australia’s largest and first fully subsea project, 
Gorgon is being developed some 130km off the 
north-west coast and its wells extend into waters far 
deeper than have previously been exploited off the 
North-West Shelf. 

Gas will be piped across the seabed and up 
the underwater cliffs at the edge of the continental 
shelf to be offloaded at a four kilometre-long jetty 
on Barrow Island. It will then be transported to 
international markets, as well as piped to the WA 
mainland for domestic use. 

Chevron says the complexity and scale of Gorgon 
is unprecedented and that its realisation signifies 

The challenges of 
deep water drilling

One of UWA’s youngest professors is a geotechnical engineer who left Cambridge – 

and the more predictable North Sea gas fields – to work in UWA’s Centre for Offshore 

Foundation Systems, collaborating with the oil and gas giants developing projects in 

the testing conditions of Western Australia’s North-West Shelf.

dramatic advances in engineering. “Scouring the 
world, we’ve brought together the best and brightest 
of the industry,” it says.

The energy company’s recruits work closely 
with UWA’s ‘best and brightest’ from the Centre for 
Offshore Foundation Systems (COFS). This is one of 
several on-campus research hubs (which also include 
the Centre for Energy and the Centre for Exploration 
Targeting) that collaborate with the industries fuelling 
Western Australia’s resources boom.

It was the geotechnical complexity of projects 
like Gorgon that lured Professor David White to 
UWA from Cambridge University in 2007. The young 
professor who already has some 20 papers published 
in the top geotechnical journal Géotechnique, has 
recently won the Anton Hales Medal recognising his 

Above: A three-legged jack-up rig exploring for oil and gas 
(Photo: Keppel Offshore and Marine)
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earth science research and has been awarded a 
Future Fellowship by the Australian Research Council 
(ARC). 

“Unlike the well-established development areas 
and more predictable seabed conditions in the North 
Sea fields, in this part of the world there are unusual 
challenges – tropical storms for a start, plus very 
fickle seabed sediments with unusual properties 
that make it much more challenging to perform 
geotechnical and offshore engineering design,” says 
the Professorial Fellow.

“In fact for a long time the Australian oil and gas 
industry has provided the world of geotechnical 
engineering with some of its most exciting case 
studies, including many scenarios where foundation 
designs have performed unexpectedly. That’s why 
so many engineers are keen to come here to tackle 

the testing conditions, both as practitioners and in 
research.”

Describing some of the challenges of Gorgon, 
the first WA project to move into deep waters off the 
north-west, Professor White describes the way the 
seabed plummets from 600 meters to double that 
depth to reach the Gorgon site.

“Imagine Bluff Knoll (in WA’s Stirling Ranges) 
rising from the ocean floor and you get an idea of 
the rise from seabed to continental shelf. However, 
unlike the weathered rock of the Stirling Ranges we 
are working with a seabed of weaker uncemented 
sediment,” he explains. “Because the seabed was 
formed over geological time in a tropical ocean, 
most of the sediment is made up of brittle calcium 
carbonate particles that crumble easily if disturbed. 

“What is fascinating about Gorgon is that you 
won’t see anything above water: it’s a fully subsea 
development so the well heads on the seabed will be 
connected directly to pipelines that carry the oil/gas 
to shore. The first point at which any infrastructure 
will be visible above the surface will be on Barrow 
Island. This is very different from other North-West 
Shelf developments where the well heads are located 
on platforms above the water. 

“Because you have equipment operating one 
kilometre under the sea where the pressure is 100 
times greater than atmospheric pressure, it must be 
designed and manufactured to withstand a far wider 
range of stresses. Also, pipelines, for instance, have 
to be able to move around during their operating life – 
when they are filled with hot oil and gas they heat up 
and expand, causing them to slide axially and laterally 
across the seabed; they also need to negotiate a 
seabed that changes from soft, crumbling sediments 
to seabed surfaces that – due to sea level changes – 
were once above ground and exposed to weathering 
leading to cementation.”

Professor White is clearly stimulated by the 
challenges offered by Gorgon and the North-West 
Shelf, but he is also impressed at the extent and 
depth of expertise that assures the Centre for 
Offshore Foundation Systems its status as a world 
leader. In fact, he is following in the footsteps of 
another Cambridge graduate, Winthrop Professor 
Mark Randolph, who came to UWA 25 years ago to 
establish the UWA Centre that now collaborates with 
major oil and gas projects and is strongly supported 
by industry funding.

“I joined the Centre because I knew that Mark 
has assembled an incredible group of researchers,” 
says Professor White. “As the centre has grown, 
it has developed fantastic facilities and industry 
collaborations, and we now have what is undoubtedly 
the busiest geotechnical centrifuge facility in the 
world, with two large centrifuges both spinning 
more than 250 days a year,” says Professor White. 

we now have 
the busiest 

geotechnical 
centrifuge 

facility in the 
world

Left: The geotechnical centrifuge which spins more than 250 
days a year. Inset: Professor David White
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“About 40 per cent of the centrifuge activity consists 
of studies that support the local industry and also 
design work being done for overseas operators 
such as BP and Exxon in London and Houston. It 
is recognised as one of the world’s best facilities for 
doing small scale geotechnical modelling.”

Such modelling is vital when designing rigs that 
stand on the seabed in frontier areas of offshore 
development, novel anchoring systems that secure 
floating rigs to the seabed or pipelines that must 
safely cross more hundreds of kilometres of seabed 
as they stretch from remote offshore oil and gas fields 
back to shore.

As Professor White explains, geotechnical 
centrifuge modelling, pioneered in the West at 
Cambridge University during the 1970s, allows 
engineers to test how a geotechnical structure 
– comprising of soil or sediment – will withstand 
stresses.

“Spinning our geotechnical models in the 
centrifuge allows us to simulate realistically the 
behaviour of the ground because it allows correct 
scaling of the stresses. The behaviour of soil – its 
strength and stiffness – depends on the stress level 
that it is under. Small scale models don’t correctly 
replicate the stresses found beneath real structures 
because of their reduced size, unless they are spun in 
a centrifuge. The centrifuge increases the self-weight 
of the soil to counteract the reduced size. In addition, 
time-dependent processes involving the flow of water 
take place more quickly in the centrifuge than at full 
scale, so we can simulate far longer periods of time 

Above: Subsea gas field developments: this schematic of the 
Ormen Lange project, one kilometer below the North Sea, 
represents the future of gas developments off Western Australia 
– long subsea pipelines to shore, with no infrastructure visible 
on the ocean surface (Photo: Norske Hydro). 
Inset: ARC Federation Fellow, Professor Mark Randolph who 
founded UWA’s Centre for Offshore Foundation Systems 25 
years ago. He is holding a Digital Mud Stick (used to test the 
strength of seabed sediments) that he designed along with 
Centre technicians

most of the 
advanced 
seabed studies 
for offshore 
develoPments 
are Performed 
at uwa

once our models are spinning in the centrifuge. For 
example, we can replicate a whole lifetime of, say, 
pipeline movements on the seabed or the episodes of 
loading felt by an anchor each time a storm passes. 
This shows us the accumulated impact on the 
seabed and the foundation over the life of a project.”

Centrifuge modelling blossomed in many 
countries in the late 1980s, when three distinguished 
UWA researcher, Professor Mark Randolph, Senior 
Consultant Richard Jewell and Professor Mark Fahey, 
established UWA’s geotechnical centrifuge facility. 
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Want to deal with the seriously big architecture, landscape architecture and urban design issues 
of our time? PhD studies in architecture and landscape architecture (by research or incorporating 
design) at The University of Western Australia offer exciting research opportunities dedicated 
to negotiating these issues through design theory and practice. With its ongoing resource boom, 
rapidly growing population and Indian Ocean Rim orientation, Perth provides the perfect context 
in which to study these challenging issues. Come and contribute your big ideas to these growing 
programs at the Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Visual Arts. We are recognised internationally 
for our innovation and exceptional teaching, learning, practice and research standards. For more 
information telephone (08) 6488 2582, email alva.admin@uwa.edu.au or visit www.alva.uwa.edu.au.C
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Climate Change • Sustainable Growth • Biodiversity • Water • Food • Urbanism • Remote and Affordable Housing • Place and Identity

Get serious about the big issues

St George’s College
Located opposite The University of Western Australia and 
backing on to Kings Park, St George’s College offers a range of 
reasonably priced, short-term accommodation for conference 
guests, visiting academics and students.

Available all year:

• Guest Room (from $80 per night*)

Available from 21 November 2010 – 18 Feb 2011: 

Prices from:
• Single Budget Room ($60 per night*) 
• Single Ensuite Room ($70 per night*) 
• Two Bedroom Ensuite ($140 per night*) 
• Self-contained Townhouse (from $240 per night*)

*All prices are inclusive of breakfast and subject to change without notice.

For more information please visit our website: 
www.stgeorgescollege.com.au

For enquiries and bookings call: 08 9449 5555 
or email: admin@stgeorgescollege.com.au

Accommodation at

Bhutan Heartland
travels in the land of the thunder dragon
by Robert van Koesveld and Libby Lloyd

Special offer
The Co-op Bookshop is offering 
UWA staff the opportunity to 
purchase this fantastic book for $49.95
University Co-op Bookshop Limited
The University of Western Australia, Guild Village
Hackett Drive (Hackett Entry 2), Crawley
Phone (08) 6488 2069  Fax (08) 6488 1007
Email uwa@coop-bookshop.com.au  Website www.coop-bookshop.com.au

usually $59.95Offer available until the end of November
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It continues to be the only geotechnical centrifuge 
in Australia. 

“Our centrifuge facility is undoubtedly a magnet 
attracting young researchers to the Centre for 
Offshore Foundation Systems,” says Professor White. 
“The centre also benefits hugely from the researchers 
who advance our numerical modelling techniques. 
Apart from physical testing in the centrifuge, we like 
to replicate the behaviour we see in our models in 
parallel numerical studies, for example using finite 
element analysis. That way we can benchmark 
the techniques against each other, and utilise the 
advantages of each.”

Has the Gulf of Mexico spill highlighted the 
challenges faced by the world’s energy giants in 
pursuing oil and gas finds in deeper waters?

Professor White believes it has and points out 
that Western Australia has had its share of dramas 
with the explosion on Varanus Island in 2008 and the 
uncontrolled release of oil and gas from the Montara 
Wellhead platform in the Timor Sea that flowed for 
more than 70 days and became Australia’s worst 
oil disaster. 

“While there were calls in the US for the 
government to push BP aside to sort out the 
devastating Gulf spill, the reality is that the best 
technology to deal with this problem and to drill 
the well in the first place resides entirely with oil 
companies and their contractors. 

“I guess when things go wrong – whether it is 
in the Gulf or the Timor Sea – it underscores the 
need for the industry to get things right in the first 
place and focuses the minds of all of us working in 
this industry. The Varanus explosion highlighted the 
danger and environmental hazard associated with 
oil and gas developments, but it also emphasised 
our dependence on the industry for our everyday 
energy requirements in Western Australia. We lost 
one-third of our gas for several months, which left 
some businesses with reduced energy supplies and 
dimmed half the lights on the freeway. Events like this 
underscore the degree to which this State’s strength 
is tied to the success of the North-West Shelf 
developments. 

“UWA has been closely linked to the industry 
for decades. Most of the advanced seabed 
characterisation studies for WA’s offshore 
developments are performed at UWA in our soil 
and sediment laboratory. There are currently four 
vessels off the North West Shelf and in the Timor 
Sea collecting samples and sending them to our 
lab at UWA.

“Apart from our specialist studies in the 
centrifuge, we have an amazing team of technicians 
who design and manufacture all the equipment we 
use, which is also in demand at other universities 
and research centres worldwide. The depth of the 
Centre’s team is amazing. Academics might drive the 
research agenda, but we are backed by a big team 

of technicians who keep the gadgets we use at the 
cutting edge of technology.” 

COFS is primarily funded by industry and research 
grants, so many centre staff are not involved in 
teaching. As he consults with the industry, Professor 
White is not surprised at the number of UWA PhD 
graduates he encounters in an industry hungry for 
graduates. One of the local geotechnical engineering 
consultancies – Advanced Geomechanics – employs 
more than 15 PhD graduates from the Centre.

While Professor White’s enthusiasm for COFS is 
clear, so is his enthusiasm for relocation to Western 
Australia with his wife (also a UK-trained engineer) 
and children. His wife, Professor Susie Gourvenec, 
also works with COFS, researching offshore shallow 
foundations and anchor systems through numerical 
analysis and centrifuge modelling.

Next month (8 – 10 November) the Centre 
for Offshore Foundations is organising the 2nd 
International Symposium on Frontiers in Offshore 
Geotechnics which will provide a platform for 
academics and practitioners to exchange ideas on 
the emerging challenges in offshore geotechnical 
engineering. It will be held at the University Club. 
Professor Gourvenec will be the Symposium Chair. 
For information on this event please contact 
Stephanie Boroughs: phone +61 8 6488 7401; 
email: ISFOG2010@civil.uwa.edu.au 

>>CONTACT

Professor David White
Centre for Offshore Foundation Systems
Phone: +61 8 6488 3086
Email: white@civil.uwa.edu.au
Website: www.cofs.uwa.edu.au/ 

Professor Mark Cassidy, ARC Future Fellow and Director of the 
Centre for Offshore Foundation Systems (centre) with colleagues 
Assistant Professor Britta Bienen (right) and Professor Christophe 
Gaudin, Deputy Director of the Centre that works to design and 

protect the oil and gas pipelines that cross the seabed 
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embarking on a
new musical journey
As he takes up his new appointment as Head of Music at the Houston Grand 

Opera in the United States, UWA graduate Francis Greep’s departure from the 

West Australian Opera is accompanied by a chorus of appreciation from those 

whose talents he has helped to nurture. 

As a child, Francis Greep’s persistent pleading 
resulted in his parents buying him a piano. He was 
just six when he began mastering the keyboard and 
had taught himself to play, even before learning to 
read music. 

As a Year 12 student strolling through UWA’s 
heritage-listed gardens on his way to an Extension 
English course, he recalls telling himself with 
conviction: “This is the place. I want to come to study 
music right here…” 

At the time, nearing the end of his schooling, 
he didn’t have a game plan but: “I knew that while I 
was not sufficiently advanced technically to become 
a concert pianist – today you must have prodigious 
talent to consider that as a career – however I loved 
playing the piano, working with people and making 
music…”

Today, he considers himself fortunate to do all 
three, to have worked with both Opera Australia and 
the West Australian Opera and to be taking up an 
appointment as Head of Music and Director of The 
Studio (a young artists development program) with 
the Houston Grand Opera in the United States. 

Wishing him well when he left Perth recently was 
a chorus comprising many top flight professional 
sopranos, tenors, altos and baritones he has nurtured 
through the Young Artists Program at West Australian 
Opera along with students poised to launch 
themselves into the world of opera. 

i don’t know 
what it is – 

but western 
australia 
Produces 
amazingly 

talented 
vocalists 

Left: Francis Greep at work (Photos courtesy of the WA Opera)
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Opera in this State, says the UWA graduate, is 
enjoying great health and is blessed with a wealth 
of talent.

“I don’t know what it is – something in the water 
perhaps – but Western Australia produces amazingly 
talented vocalists whose skills are often initially 
shaped at UWA or the WA Academy of Performing 
Arts (WAAPA) and who go on to have brilliant 
careers,” says Mr Greep. 

His own career had a head start when, during 
UWA studies, he fell naturally into the role of 
accompanying instrumentalist.

“It never occurred to me at the time that this 
could lead to a legitimate career,” he recalls. “When 
I began accompanying vocalists I knew instinctively 
that this is what I wanted to do, even though I had no 
specific training as an accompanist.

“That changed when I had the chance to work 
with David Miller at the Sydney Conservatorium 
and when I began playing for opera singers. I was 
instantly fascinated by the fact the human voice 
is so very individual when compared to a musical 
instrument that, essentially, is dependent on being 
mastered technically to produce those subtle 
variations in performance. You can have a voice that 
is technically advanced yet not extraordinary while 
another is extraordinary without being technically 
advanced. 

“One of the big differences between a vocalist 
and an instrumentalist is that by the time a 
performance musician graduates from UWA, the 
technique is pretty much there, whereas vocal 

graduates are only just beginning to discover their 
voices when they leave college. Singers absolutely 
need their vocal coaches – we have a very significant 
and continuing impact on their development as 
performers.”

While he was at the Sydney Conservatorium, he 
met his first major mentor Ken Griffiths, Professor 
of Accompanying, who was on sabbatical from the 
University of Cincinnati’s Conservatory of Music, 
who offered him a scholarship to study with him in 
the USA.

Under his guidance, Mr Greep was introduced to 
the importance of language in song: “not only diction 
and correct pronunciation, but how to be expressive 
through language. It made me realise I knew nothing 
of this area”. 

That became the impetus to study at the 
University of Cincinnati – and to focus on opera.

“From the moment I started sitting in on opera 
rehearsals I was fascinated by observing the 
incredible communal effort of marrying together 
director, musicians, stage manager, singers and 
chorus into a single performance,” he recalls. 

Invited to stay on after completing his studies, he 
became an opera coaching trainee, an experience 
that stood him in good stead when Opera Australia 
was auditioning for a member of its music staff. 

Above: Benjamin Britten’s opera Peter Grimes is the first 
production that Francis Greep will work on joining the Houston 
Grand Opera. It was the West Australian Opera’s production 
for the 2010 Perth International Arts Festival. (Photo: James 
Rogers)
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MEDIA PARTNER CONDUCTOR SPONSOR PRINCIPAL FEMALE ARTIST SPONSOR CHORUS SPONSOR WINE SPONSOR

The Sleepwalker

Vincenzo Bellini’s

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

Conductor: Richard Mills
Director: Julie Edwardson   

Featuring: Rachelle Durkin, Aldo Di Toro, 
Andrew Collis and Zoe Kikiros

West Australian Opera Chorus
West Australian Symphony Orchestra

His Majesty’s Theatre 
7.30pm October 28, 30 
and November 2, 4, 6

Book now at BOCS 
9484 1133

Where Love and Superstition Collide

Western Australia’s leading university now caters for all 
graduates looking to begin their teaching career with an 
internationally respected qualifi cation.  In addition to the 
highly successful, one-year Graduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary), also available is a Master of Teaching for each 
of the three specialty areas - Early Childhood (our newest 
Masters course), Primary and Secondary.

For details call 6488 2388, email anna.johannson@uwa.edu.au 
or visit www.education.uwa.edu.au/teach

 Achieve
the teaching qualifi cation 
to advance your skills and
career prospects
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Screening mammography can reduce 
mortality from breast cancer

International research has shown that in women aged 50–69 years, mammographic 
screening can reduce mortality from breast cancer by 35%.1

BreastScreen WA provides FREE screening mammograms every two years  
to asymptomatic women aged 40 and over.

Metro locations: Cannington, Fremantle, Joondalup, Midland, 
Mirrabooka, Padbury, Perth City and Rockingham
Rural locations: Outer Metropolitan, Northern, South East 
and South West regions

Bookings: 13 20 50
www.breastscreen.health.wa.gov.au

D
O

H
 2

45
83

 M
A

R
’1

0 
U

V1 International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
World Health Organisation, 2002
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Ten years with the national company followed: 
“sometimes extremely rewarding, sometimes 
extremely frustrating, as it often is with a big 
company that produces perhaps 17 operas a year”. 

However, his knowledge of repertoire expanded 
along with his experience as the company’s Assistant 
Chorus Master and Children’s Chorus Master. “It was 
a decade of total immersion every day and that is 
probably the only way to learn the job,” he recalls. He 
now has a repertoire of some 60 operas.

“Such a job takes over your life – especially 
when touring,” he recalls. “Your highs come from the 
people you work with. You make amazing musical 
friends and, being an ensemble company, get to 
grow up together and watch people whose talent 
you’ve helped to nurture blossoming – in my case 
people like Emma Matthews (née Lysons), Kathryn 
McCusker and Angus Wood, all of whom were in the 
young artists program.”

After that heady decade with the national 
company, Mr Greep was ready for a new challenge 
– and the West Australian Opera happened to be 
looking for a Head of Music.

“It was time to return home and it was a great fit 
because the State company is not so big as to be 
overwhelming, yet the quality was there. While opera 
audiences around Australia are relatively small, in 
WA they are growing. We regularly play to capacity 
audiences and could probably do more productions, 
but are restricted by funding and by the fact that 
the WA Symphony Orchestra that accompanies our 
productions also has obligations to the WA Ballet, 
apart from its own programming. 

Francis Greep (right) in rehearsal with Roberto Abate at The WA Opera

to encourage young students like UWA’s Joanna 
Norman. It’s important that students gain experience 
with the WA Opera Chorus and it’s certainly true 
that our young singers get more early opportunities 
to work professionally than their counterparts in 
other States. This experience is great for building 
confidence in what has become a very competitive 
profession. 

“Competition to perform internationally is fierce – 
in New York alone, the three major music schools are 
currently training some 600 sopranos!” 

Mr Greep, who has benefitted from grants 
from the Elizabethan Theatre Trust, the Australia 
Council and a Bayreuth Scholarship, sees his 
involvement with two Perth Festival productions as 
career highlights. He was chief coach and Assistant 
Conduction for the world premiere of The Love of 
the Nightingale by Richard Mills for the 2007 Perth 
International Arts Festival.   

One of the first operas he will work on in the US is 
Benjamin Britten’s Peter Grimes, which was the West 
Australian Opera’s contribution to the 2010 Perth 
Festival. 

“It’s a great way for me to make my debut 
because Houston has not produced this opera 
before so I can bring my experience of the piece to 
the company. 

“One of the things I love about my work is the 
fact that I have never stopped learning. I know that 
today I am a better coach than I was this time last 
year. Hopefully that will continue,” says Mr Greep. 
“It’s fantastic to get to this stage in your career and 
to have the conviction you are still growing, that there 
are plenty of exciting new experiences ahead and 
that nothing is set in stone.”

it has been 
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uwa and waaPa 
and to encourage 
young students

“In my opinion, West Australian Opera is the 
healthiest of all the State companies – musically, 
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quality singers like James Clayton, an artist destined 
for a national and international career, Elisa Wilson 
and Andrew Foote, Sara Macliver, Fiona Campbell, 
Sarah Dougiamas, Zoe Kikiros and Penny Reynolds. 
And it’s wonderful that singers of this quality are 
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Durkin, Caitlin Hulcup and tenor Aldo di Toro are 
making an impact internationally.
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sporty and smart
Does more sport and physical activity improve academic performance and 

attitudes to learning? Dr Karen Martin at UWA’s School of Population Health 

thinks the answer is a resounding yes. 

Dr Martin hears parents urging schools to spend 
more time on academic learning, yet all her research 
indicates that a greater focus on physical education 
(PE) delivered by trained teachers – at school, in 
clubs or on the local oval – would bring a string of 
benefits, from improved concentration in class and 
better scholastic results, to increased self-esteem, 
less absenteeism and more attention to homework.

In 2007 the Federal Government made it 
mandatory for schools to offer at least two hours 
a week of physical activity during school hours. It 
also provides funding for after-school sports run by 
community groups and supervised by the Australian 
Sports Commission.

Dr Martin says that while the Department of 
Education has been supportive of this mandate, it 
can be difficult to implement due to the ‘crowded 
curriculum’ and a lack of funding, equipment and 
appropriate areas for sports. “And of course the 
situation is exacerbated as many specialist PE 
teachers were taken out of local primary schools 
several years ago,” she adds. 

“WA schools with small student enrolment now 
choose either a PE, art or music teacher. The result is 
that many are without a PE specialist and while they 
may train a generalist teacher to supervise PE, it’s not 
as good as having a specialist to teach children skills 
for motor activity. Many children do not feel they are 
good at sport and our study results indicate this is 
also associated with lower physical activity.”

Another factor exacerbating the decline in 
physical activity among children is that children 
appear to be less active after school; and given the 
number of families in which both parents now work, 
that’s only likely to increase. Add to this what has 
been described as the obesity ‘epidemic’ and it’s 
easy to see why researchers are so concerned.

“The premise of my PhD was that school is the 
ideal environment to increase the physical activity of 
children,” says Dr Martin. As part of the study, she 
and co-investigators Winthrop Professor Giles-Corti, 
Dr Bremner, Associate Professor Rosenberg and 
Professor Salmon, looked at 27 randomly selected 
government schools located in low to high socio-
economic areas.

Dr Martin’s research indicates that lack of space 
is a big restriction for schools that would like to do 
more sport. 

Dr Karen Martin’s PhD at UWA saw her visiting 
randomly selected government schools to assess 
their capacity to encourage physical activity. In her 
professional life, she has also studied the international 
literature on the correlation between academic 
performance and physical activity participation.

“My study looked at how the physical, social 
and policy environments of a school are associated 
with physical activity of students,” says Dr Martin, a 
mother who laments the amount of time her children 
spend (“it’s an addiction”) on non-physical activities 
that centre on computer screens, ipods and play 
stations. 
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“A big problem in newer suburbs is high 
enrolments that result in transportable classrooms 
being located on grassed areas that could be used 
for recreation. In contrast, in older suburbs where the 
number pressures are reduced there are adequate 
grassed areas per child,” she says.

“The most successful schools have high grassed 
areas per student, a physically active PE teacher, 
adequate sports apparatus and a teacher who 
focussed on fitness.

In the schools surveyed, less than half (13 out 
of 27) had a PE specialist and two didn’t have any 
teacher co-ordinating PE activities.

“Our focus groups revealed that both children 
and parents would like more sport and physical 
activity at school and were frustrated by the lack of 
opportunities. 

“Children are inherently active but our society 
inhibits them – they’re driven to and from schools; 
spend too much time sitting in the classroom and at 
home there are all those so sedentary attractions. 
My children would spend the entire day going from 
one screen to another if I let them, so I appreciate 
the problem. It’s almost like a screen addiction and it 
generates a lot of conflict. So parents have to create 
opportunities for physical activity in the backyard or 
at the local park.” 

Dr Martin’s report for the Department of Sport 
and Recreation, Improved Learning Through Physical 
Activity, revealed that the majority of university-based 
international research in this field indicates a positive 
link between academic performance and participation 
in physical activity.

“Study groups receiving extra physical 
education from a trained specialist or a specially-
trained generalist teacher rated better in academic 
performance and classroom behaviour than control 
groups. And higher school academic ratings were 
associated with higher physical fitness, physical 
capacity and physical activity,” says Dr Martin. 

Several studies highlighted that children can 
spend less time in academic learning sessions and 
more time being physically active without affecting 
academic progress – in fact increased physical 
activity has a positive effect on learning. 

Has the link between the learning advantages 
from more physical activity been appreciated by 
authorities? Dr Martin thinks not, and says that there 
has been limited intervention research to indicate that 
increase physical activity leads to better learning – 
although she has identified mechanisms discovered 
in other research fields that are likely to facilitate this 
relationship. 

“A review of literature on the effects of physical 
activity on cognitive functioning concluded that 
physical activity may bring short term benefits 
on concentration,” says Dr Martin. “Exercise can 
increase levels of a brain growth factor and increase 
blood flow to the cortex of the brain. Furthermore, 

research indicates that physical activity can cause 
an increase in nerve growth in the hippocampus, an 
area of the brain important for learning and memory.”

The State Government Physical Activity 
Taskforce’s Child and Adolescent Physical Activity 
and Nutrition Survey 2008 completed by Dr Martin, 
with Associate Professor Michael Rosenberg and 
Marg Miller, reveals that in Australia only 41 per 
cent of primary school boys and 27 per cent of 
primary school girls reported participating in the 
recommended 60 minutes of physical activity a day 
for seven days in a row. Furthermore, more than three 
quarters of primary school children reported they 
did not meet the guidelines of two hours or less of 
screen-based recreation activity on all seven days 
prior to the survey.

Dr Martin says there was a marked decline of 
physical activity in girls at high school. “One problem 
could be that schools and teachers tend to choose 
the activities offered without consulting students. 
Perhaps girls would be more active if given the option 
of activities like dance or yoga.”

In winding up her PhD research, Dr Martin says 
they found a huge disparity in what was offered to 
children at schools she visited. “Some schools had 
inadequate playgrounds, and others were fantastic. 
We need to ensure we have great school facilities and 
sufficient space for physical activities in local parks.” 

Dr Martin’s PhD research was supported by 
UWA, Healthway and the Department of Education, 
and she hopes to secure Healthway funding for 
ongoing research in the area. Her call for improved 
parks is echoed by another UWA researcher, 
Assistant Professor Lisa Wood, Deputy Director 
of UWA’s Centre for the Built Environment and 
Health. Dr Martin is contributing to Centre research 
by working with Dr Wood on a project involving 
community consultation relating to the design and 
provision of parks and playgrounds.

>>CONTACT

Dr Karen Martin, Research Assistant Professor 
School of Population Health
Phone: 0410 324 294
Email: karen.martin@uwa.edu.au

school is 
the ideal 
environment 
to increase 
the Physical 
activity of 
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UWA graduate Dorothy Erickson was the first graduate to be 

awarded a Fine Arts doctorate from UWA. Her thesis has now 

been turned into an impressive book from UWA Publishing.

Renowned naturalist, painter, author and historian, 
the late Rica Erickson, once observed that what 
set her apart was tenacity, good luck and a 
determination to grab every opportunity that came 
her way.

Her daughter UWA graduate Dr Dorothy Erickson, 
echoes these sentiments when describing a career 
that saw her exchange teaching for creating jewellery 
as one of the nation’s most successful practitioners. 
With solo exhibitions in locations as diverse as 
Japan and Germany, London and Vienna, her work 
is represented in major collections in Australia and 
overseas.

Dr Erickson continues to be inspired by the 
metals that won Western Australia its first fortune 
in the 19th century. However, there have been 
challenges aplenty along the way, including illness 
that robbed the graduate of the ability to manipulate 
metalsmithing tools for several years. Undeterred, 
she invested her extraordinary energy in research, 
enrolling in a Masters degree in Fine Arts that evolved 
into a PhD in the late 1980s. 

legacies of beauty

Photos from Gold & Silversmithing in Western Australia:
A History, UWA Publishing
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This book is a distillation of doctoral research and tells the 
story of the many talented gold and silversmiths who have 
lived in Western Australia. It places the jewellery and silver 
plate, the craftspeople and the owners in the stylistic, social 
and economic milieu in which the works were created. 
Influences are traced and innovation highlighted.  Pride 
in local content – materials, imagery or expertise – can be 
seen as a continuing thread. Artists, craftsmen and clients 
have remained persistently loyal to local themes while 
working or commissioning within international idioms. 
The best work of each era can take, or has taken, its place in 
the international arena being not only of its place but also 
of its time.

 Gold & Silversmithing
 in Western Australia:  
 A History

Dorothy Erickson is a Western Australian born 
and trained artist-jeweller, the daughter of  
Dr Rica Erickson author, historian and wildflower 
painter. On the paternal side her grandfather 
Johann Erickson had a goldmine at Broad Arrow 
sparking an enduring interest in the precious metal. 

Dorothy was taught on the family farm at 
Bolgart before she went to board at Methodist 
Ladies College. After training as a teacher she 

taught in Australia and England. On her return she studied painting 
and then enrolled at the newly opened Western Australian Institute of 
Technology gaining an Associateship in Art majoring in Jewellery & 
Silversmithing and Art & Design History. She followed this with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Design and lectured at WAIT from 1975–1980. 

She held her first solo exhibition in 1977 and has since had thirty-five 
solo exhibitions in Australia and Europe. Her work is in the various 
State Art Galleries, the National Collection, The Victoria & Albert 
Museum, London, the Schmuckmuseum in Pforzheim, Germany and 
the National Fine Arts Collection in Malta. 

Dorothy served as President of the Craft Council of Western Australia 
from 1979-1981. She is an Honorary Fellow and Life Member of 
Craftwest (now FORM), Senior Research Associate at Curtin 
University and Hon Research Fellow of the WA Museum. She formed 
the Western Australian Jewellers Group, now incorporated into the 
national Jewellers and Metalsmiths Group Australia. 

She was married to the late Dr David Carr, Town Planning 
Commissioner for Western Australia. She undertook a PhD at the 
University of Western Australia and was awarded the first doctorate in 
Fine Arts from that institution in 1992.

Dr Erickson has travelled widely bringing an international perspective 
to her many years of research. She has written on art, craft, design and 
theatre since 1977. Her most recent book is A Joy Forever: the story of 
Kings Park.
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Becoming the first person to be awarded a Fine 
Arts doctorate from UWA, Dr Erickson then rewrote 
her thesis material for a more general audience. 
Recently, Jewellery and Silversmithing in Western 
Australia: A History was launched by UWA Publishing 
at the Art Gallery of Western Australia as part of a 
national jewellers’ conference. The lavishly illustrated 
work will also be launched with accompanying 
exhibitions in Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney and 
London (where her work is included in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum collection). 

“Becoming an artist of any sort is not for the faint 
hearted,” observes this graduate who was made an 
Honorary Fellow of the Craft Council she helped to 
found. “You need stamina, charisma helps, along 
with a dealer, sponsor or gallery to promote you. 
Ambition and belief in self are essential if you are to 
last the distance. If you have the vision and tenacity, 
some cash for the materials and a dose of good luck, 
anything is possible.”

If the essence of the outback – its spaces and 
extraordinary colours – are reflected in jewellery 
described as ‘visually dramatic yet stunningly elegant’ 
it is little wonder. Dorothy Erickson grew up on a 
Western Australian farm and was introduced to the 
natural world by her mother, Rica. 

“My mother taught us by correspondence and 
we did the required week’s work in two days, so we 
had the other five to roam around investigating things. 
As you can imagine, nature study lessons with my 
mother were fun. I was given a glass and a piece 
of cardboard and sent to catch insects which went 
into her killing jar and were then sent to an expert 
in Queensland, who named a number of bees for 
mother, one for father and a wasp and a bee for me!” 
recalls Dr Erickson. 

“Painting wildflowers was one way to win pocket 
money at the local show and one of us four children 

usually won the prizes. We also made toys and 
puzzles for children at Princess Margaret Hospital. I 
won a State award at eight and had to come down to 
Perth to give a radio interview. It was a flood year and 
water came up through the floorboards of the truck 
as we drove through creeks on our way to Perth….” 

Later, she was sent to board at Methodist Ladies 
College, and went on to train as a teacher. Returning 
from a trip to England, she studied design and later 
taught at the WA Institute of Technology, holding 
her first solo exhibition in 1976. Since then she has 
had 35 solo shows in Australia and Europe and her 
work is in state galleries, the National Collection, the 
Victoria and Albert Museum and galleries in Europe. 
She formed the WA Jewellery Group that is now 
incorporated into the Jewellers and Metalsmiths 
Group Australia. 
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“I was lucky,” she muses. “I was an early starter 
in the modern jewellery revolution and gained 
acceptance and contacts, showing in the world’s 
best galleries, which is why I now use my contacts to 
help others worth promoting.”

Jewellery and Silversmithing in Western Australia: 
A History tells the story of many talented gold and 
silversmiths who have lived in Western Australia. It 
places the jewellery and silver plate, the craftspeople 
and the owners, within the stylistic, social and 
economic milieu in which their works were created. 
Pride in local materials, imagery and expertise are 
threads running through the narrative. 

“The best work of each era takes its place in the 
international arena, being not only of its place, but 
also of its time,” says Dr Erickson.

In recent years the graduate has been able to 
resume creating and exhibiting, along with a busy 
schedule of writing, researching and running a 
heritage consultancy with Robyn Taylor (awarded the 
second Fine Arts PhD from UWA). She is the author 
of several books including A Joy Forever: the Story of 
Kings Park published in 2009.

“The thing about WA jewellers is that we punch 
above our weight,” observes Dr Erickson. “Since 
the 1890s there have been craftspeople of quality 
working here. Most have been outgoing and 
entrepreneurial and since 1900 there have been 
metalsmiths who considered themselves artists in 
that they also painted, sculpted and designed. James 
Linton and his son Jamie Linton were the best known 
silversmiths in Australia in their day. Our work in 
Western Australia is often described as more graphic 
than the work done in other States.” 

She muses that perhaps the fact that her 
grandfather had a gold mine at Broad Arrow sparked 
an enduring interest in precious metals.

In the book she writes: “From 1895 to 1915, 
Western Australia had its first golden period for art. 
Prosperity brought an influx of artistically inclined 
people…They formed art societies that influenced 
practice and prepared a small clientele to purchase 
artwork. …Local art circles flourished in an 
international age when decorative arts were eagerly 
pursued…

“The mining boom of 1955-75, which reproduced 
the turn-of-the-century excitement, coincided with a 
new international craft revival. The influx of population 
lured by mining made sure that this arrived promptly 
in Western Australia…In the 1970s art schools were 
as popular as they had been at the turn-of-the-
century and crafts flourished…” 

What of the future?
Dr Erickson is currently working towards a 

solo exhibition in Slovenia and a group exhibition 
she is curating to accompany the UWA Publishing 
book launch in Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney and 
London. 

Previous page: James Linton Peacock Pendant, sterling silver, 
gold, carbuncles, opal c1913 
Above: The Peacock necklace by Dorothy Erickson in stainless 
steel, goldplated silver (Wendy Ramshaw’s collection) 
Inset: PhD graduate Dr Erickson at her graduation

“I want to create some extraordinary new works 
while at the same time making more conventional 
pieces to support the art ‘habit’,” she says. “I have 
become seduced by precious stones which I use 
as a painter’s palette, so luckily, given the price of 
gold, these do sell. Meanwhile I am also adding a 
few larger works to my Seashore Collection for the 
solo shows in Ljubljana and for the group show to 
promote the book in London in 2011.

“On the research side I am working on a 
dictionary of artists, artisans, designers and makers 
of portable cultural heritage in Western Australia 
from 1829 – 1959 and updating my history of design 
in Western Australia ready for publishing.”

The UWA publication Jewellery and 
Silversmithing in Western Australia: A History is 
available at the Co-op Bookshop and other major 
booksellers. 

For information on other recent titles from UWA 
Publishing, go to: www.uwap.uwa.edu.au
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Last year when the Red Cross celebrated its 
150th anniversary at the disastrous 19th century 
battleground that led to its formation, UWA medical 
student Vinay Menon headed the Australian 
delegation of young volunteers who gathered at 
Solferino in Italy.

Later, in Geneva, he was one of the speakers who 
read a Youth Declaration for world leaders. In doing 
so, he represented some 50 million youth worldwide 
who volunteer for the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement. 

Six months after this memorable gathering, 
the commitment of the UWA student – who has 
worked in refugee camps on the border of Tanzania, 
Burundi and the Congo, has initiated programs 
for Sudanese refugees in Perth, and worked with 

Indigenous communities in the State’s north-west – 
was acknowledged by the Australian Human Rights 
Commission.

Red Cross President Greg Vickery described him 
as a fantastic example of a young Australian making 
a difference. “He has worked tirelessly to ensure that 
the voices of young people are heard, conveying his 
own passion for working with the most vulnerable 
people in society, be they Aboriginal, migrant youth or 
African refugees,” he said.

UWA medical student Vinay Menon’s volunteering recently has won him the 

Australian Human Rights Commission’s Young Persons Human Rights Medal.

Above: Final year medical student Vinay Menon treats a child 
in a refugee camp on the border of Tanzania, Burundi and the 
Congo. Inset: Volunteering in Milingimbi in Arnhem Land 
Next page: Vinay Menon volunteering with the World Aware 
program he initiated ((l – r) Red Cross staffer Emma Reeves, 
Vincent Likambo on the guitar, Vinay Menon and Flora Fekira. 
Inset: Vinay spreading the Red Cross message during 
Orientation Day at UWA

volunteering 
for the 
vulnerable

student Profile
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Accepting the medal, Vinay paid tribute to his 
parents who were born in rural India, but moved to 
Australia to give him and his siblings educational 
opportunities they did not have themselves. He also 
thanked his friends for “understanding I’m passionate 
about volunteering and sometimes don’t have time to 
hang out – but also for forcing me to come out for a 
beer now and then, ‘cause I do need to chill!”

When you talk to this final year medical student 
who finds time to volunteer for a string of Red Cross 
programs, you marvel at just how much he packs into 
a day. 

“Sure, I have a lot on my plate, but I’ve found 
that if you’re really passionate, you somehow find 
the time,” says the student who is National Youth 
Representative of the Australian Red Cross.

Vinay particularly impressed the Australian Human 
Rights Commission because his volunteering began 
at 15 when he worked with disabled children at Lady 
Lawley Cottage. One of his main achievements was 
working with Red Cross staff and other Red Cross 
volunteers (including many UWA Law and Medical 
Students) to develop the World Aware program 
with young Sudanese refugees. What was originally 
intended to be a one-off fundraiser for a medical 
clinic in Darfur, organised with Perth’s Sudanese 
community, escalated into a much bigger program.

“We realised that the young Sudanese from a 
refugee background needed more than a one day 
event,” recalls Vinay. “There are 3,000 Sudanese 
refugees in Perth, and some of the young people 
needed help with skills and opportunities to interact 
with young Australians.” The six-week World Aware 
program tackled issues such as mental health, social 
inclusion, intercultural dialogue and professional skills. 

 “The World Aware program included workshops 
on communications skills, cultural awareness, drug 
and alcohol education, low-budget and healthy 
cooking and soccer,” explains Vinay. “We also 
capitalised on the refugees’ skills and developed 
sessions for painting, jewellery-making, photography, 
story-telling, writing and public speaking.” Every year 
the program concludes with a major community 
event on International Youth Day, often attracting 
more than 1000 people to see the involved youth 
demonstrate their talents or tell their stories.

it’s amazing how 
quickly volunteers 
discover that 
working with PeoPle 
is a great way to cut 
through that sense 
of desPair

One participant, Vincent Likambo, a scholarship-
winning musician in Sudan, was encouraged to revive 
his musical ambitions and was assisted to launch his 
band in front of an audience in the centre of Perth. 
Others simply told their stories to a sympathetic 
gathering.

The on-going World Aware program has 
become so successful it has attracted funding from 
Healthway, Relationships Australia, the Community 
Arts Network WA and other bodies.

The program Vinay initiated doesn’t shy away 
from tackling subjects that can be taboo in migrant 
communities, including mental and sexual health. 

“The sexual health workshop we organised with 
Family Planning WA was controversial but interesting. 
And it got a rare dialogue going between men and 
women,” he says. 

The area of sexual health was one he discussed 
as a delegate to last year’s 2020 youth summit. Along 
with others, he advocated a separate Medicare card 
for younger adolescents. “This would be especially 
valuable for migrant families from different cultures, 
whose young members don’t have access to sexual 
or mental health care because they can’t talk to their 
parents about these issues,” he says.

today more 
young PeoPle 
are volunteering 
than ever before 
because they know 
they are making a 
difference
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>>CONTACT

Vinay Menon 
Email: vmenon@redcross.org.au
Red Cross website: www.redcross.org.au

Working with refugee communities has given 
Vinay an insight into the trauma and isolation felt by 
many who arrive on our shores. 

“Refugees from places like the Sudan have been 
through very difficult times,” he says. “As children 
they may have lived in war zones or spent long 
periods in refugee camps. Often they have had to 
cope with separation from close family members. 
Sometimes part of the family is in a camp in East 
Africa, while others are in Egypt – so they have lived 
with a great sense of insecurity and uncertainty.” 

Vinay’s volunteering has seen him involved in 
a range of Red Cross programs including Reach 
Your Potential (with Indigenous children), Soup 
Patrol (a mobile kitchen for the homeless in Perth 
and Fremantle), Save a Mate (peer education on 
drug and alcohol issues) and Breakfast Club (a 
healthy start for school kids who might otherwise go 
hungry). 

“Some young people can be a bit cynical about 
the world,” he observes, “but I suspect they just feel 
daunted by the media focus on things that are pretty 
depressing. It’s amazing how quickly volunteers 
discover that working with people is a great way 
to cut through that sense of despair. Today more 

young people are volunteering than ever before and 
I think it’s because they know they are making a 
difference. When we offer programs that they can 
see are really meaningful (such as World Aware or 
the Soup Patrol), we’re just overwhelmed by offers 
of help.

“In my work as National Youth Representative for 
the Red Cross, I have seen young people achieve 
amazing things. A close friend of mine, a 23-year-old 
girl named Flora, was born in the Sudan and lived 
through terrible tragedies at a Ugandan refugee 
camp for six years before coming to Australia. Now 
she is a Red Cross volunteer and an advocate for 
refugee communities in WA. She won an Inspiration 
Award from the WA government for her work in 
2009.”

When he completes his medical studies, Vinay 
hopes to work in the areas of community health, and 
in remote communities and the developing world.
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Professor Robyn Owens, who earlier this year 
became UWA’s Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), 
remembers feeling slightly daunted when she 
enrolled at this University. Having completed much 
of her secondary schooling at a small convent, 
she hadn’t decided on a career path but knew she 
wanted to study science.

When the nuns realised the bright young student 
harboured dreams of university, they made a 
concerted effort to coach her. Being the oldest of six 
children, she was the first in her extended family to 
even consider a university education.

“The nuns gave me extra tuition – Science at 8 
o’clock in the morning in the convent kitchen and 
French at 4 in the afternoon. I was the only kid in the 
school who was studying those subjects,” recalls 
Professor Owens. 

“I remember feeling quite intimidated arriving at 
UWA because I hadn’t been to a school where it was 
natural to move on to university and there weren’t the 
amazing support programs, like Aspire UWA, that 
this University offers today. So it took me a while to 
feel comfortable and I really identify with students 
who feel a bit overwhelmed initially. 

“However, I settled in and loved it. I had fabulous 
teachers and people were always encouraging. 

Daring

When the nuns at a small local convent began coaching a bright teenager who 

wanted to go to university, they never dreamed she would go on to study at Oxford 

and, more recently, to assume the post of UWA’s Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research).

They suggested opportunities I hadn’t considered, 
like applying for scholarships and going overseas to 
study for a doctorate.”

Those nuns must have allowed themselves a 
moment of pride when they heard that the teenager 
they coached had not only graduated from UWA, 
but was heading towards the ‘dreaming spires’ of 
Oxford, putting her mathematics to good use, living 
in historic colleges and being guided by some of the 
great mathematical minds of the day. A bonus was 
news that she had brushed up her French and, after 
being awarded an MSc and DPhil from Oxford, went 
on to teach and research mathematical analysis for 
several years in Le Department de Mathématiques at 
l’Universite de Paris-Sud, Orsay in Paris. 

when i came to uwa 
i was moving into an 
entirely different world 
and there were few 
female undergraduates 
studying mathematics

to dream
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“When I was at Oxford I spent holidays in France 
and worked on my French so I was quite fluent and it 
was easy to live and work in Paris, which I loved.”

Was the move to Oxford as daunting as crossing 
the threshold at UWA?

“When I came here I was moving into an 
entirely different world and there were few female 
undergraduates studying mathematics,” recalls 
Professor Owens. “When I went to Oxford, the 
scarcity of female mathematicians was less a 
problem than a certain attitude towards students 
from ‘the colonies’. But that was soon overcome and 
I loved my time there, working with an amazing set of 
people and feeling at the very centre of things. 

“I believe that spending time at different 
universities around the world has helped me 
understand how these very different institutions work, 
what makes them great, what all universities have in 
common and what is local practice.

“I’ve really benefited from travelling and 
collaborating with researchers in other universities 
because it has made me appreciate that these 
great universities are run by people like us – and 
UWA is very much on the path of becoming a great 
university. I had a sense of that when I returned 
here. We’ve set ourselves a goal of being among 
the top 50 universities in the world, and it is very 
achievable because we have so many advantages 
and strengths.”

Robyn Owens’ own research strengths in 
mathematics were advanced by the exponential 
developments in technology over the last two 
decades. When she returned to UWA she initially 
worked on robots, then moved into computer 

vision, including feature detection in images, 3D 
shape measurement, image understanding and 
representation. She headed the School of Computer 
Science and Software Engineering from 1998 to 
2002 and her most recent research has focussed 
on software for automatic face recognition – an area 
of research that stirs worldwide interest given the 
heightened security systems being developed to 
counter terrorism and crime. 

Her career has also included periods of teaching 
at Berkeley, the University of Canterbury in New 
Zealand and Prince Songkla University in Thailand.

“My career has really been shaped by adapting 
to opportunities that became available through 
technological advances. I’ve never been frightened of 
change or moving into new areas,” she says. “Once 
you’ve made one move into uncharted waters, it 
becomes a lot easier the next time. 

“I’ve also been happy to collaborate with people 
in other disciplines, and that has brought fabulous 
opportunities to work with Emeritus Profess John 
Ross in the School of Psychology on human vision 
and with UWA biochemist Professor Peter Hartmann.” 
(This ground-breaking work modelling the process 
of human lactation was last year awarded the 
prestigious UK Rank Prize for Nutrition.)

The UWA graduate believes that working on 
collaborative research has allowed her to learn about 
other disciplines and to see how the computer can 
interact with different disciplines. 

Above: Engaging with industry – Robyn Owens (centre) with 
Andrew Murray, Chair of the WA Regional Development Trust, 
Tracey Horton, Tim Shanahan, Eric May, David Day, and staff 
from Apache at a gas facility
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“The thing I love most about this job and about 
being at this University is the opportunity to discover 
the incredible range of research on this campus. 
Every day someone comes into my office with 
something new they are working on,” she says.

“In my current role it’s my job to help researchers 
to achieve their goals and the University’s target of 
producing high quality research relevant to Australia 
and the international community.

“In recent years we have seen significant growth 
in industry-related grants and the opportunities 
generated by the resources boom have been 
fabulous for UWA. It’s good to see our staff really 
engaging with industries that are important to 
Australia, including the energy sector and agriculture. 
But at the same time we’re also producing a lot of 
fantastic ‘blue sky’ basic research that has a long 
use-by date and might only impact perhaps 100 
years from now. 

“We are always mindful of our commitment to 
serve the local community and to fulfil our role as a 
global citizen. Our top researchers are working to 
improve lives in Australia and around the world. Our 
agricultural research may, for example, be stimulated 
by problems here, but the salinity and drought-
resistant crops we develop also have worldwide 
benefits.” 

Professor Owens’ current role sees her 
overseeing research policy development, 
postgraduate education, industry liaison, intellectual 
property and commercialisation. Earlier this year 
she was also appointed to the nation’s pre-eminent 
research advisory body, the Australian Research 
Council. 

Professor Owens believes UWA has many 
significant advantages that make it well placed 
to achieve its goals. “We have unique capabilities 
in microscopy and characterisation, significant 
environmental and biodiversity advantages, fantastic 
skies for astronomy, and among the best health data 

capabilities world-wide. The perspective that our 
isolation offers to all disciplines, from the Humanities 
through to industrial applications, can actually be the 
advantage that makes us more innovative and daring 
in our ideas.”

During her time at UWA the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor has witnessed strong growth in the area 
of postgraduate studies, particularly doctorates, 
and she believes graduates with PhDs will be in 
demand in universities in boom states like WA and 
Queensland given projected population increases. 

“Given the growth of the education sector, we 
are going to need freshly-minted PhDs to meet that 
demand,” she predicts. “The great thing about UWA 
is that it equips graduates to be critical thinkers, 
powerful writers, good communicators, and creators 
of new knowledge.

“There is much discussion around the world 
about how universities can improve the generic 
skills-training for PhD students so they are not 
just equipped to, say, work on their research in a 
laboratory, but are capable of engaging with the 
media, contributing to public debate and policy 
development. These are key aspects of PhD training 
that we are addressing here. We are also keen for our 
postgraduate students to travel, because working in 
different settings really makes you focus on improving 
your communication skills.” 

Professor Owens concedes that while the majority 
of researchers have not, in the past, been trained to 
deal with the media or to communicate their science, 
the range of challenges the world currently faces, 
including climate change, make it imperative that 
academics share their knowledge with the wider 
community. 

“We need the general public to understand the 
value of the work that universities are doing – and 
taxpayers are supporting – and we need this to 
happen across all disciplines,” she stresses.

Another satisfying aspect of Professor Owens’ 
current role comes with the annual findings of the 
Graduate Destinations Surveys that track a graduate’s 
success in securing employment in their chosen field.

UWA graduates have consistently enjoyed 
stronger employment rates when compared to 
graduates from other Australian universities. The 
2009 Graduate Destinations Survey indicates that 
more than 83 per cent have obtained full-time 
employment within five months of completing their 
course – experiencing a higher full-time employment 
rate than that observed either nationally or in WA. 
Postgraduates also enjoy equal to or better national 
employment rates.

>>CONTACT

Professor Robyn Owens
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research)
Phone +61 8 6488 2460
Email: dvcr@admin.uwa.edu.au

29Uniview The University of Western Australia |



There was a time when a student’s first experience 
of this campus came as they enrolled, and – full of 
anticipation – formally crossed the UWA threshold on 
Orientation Day at the start of the first semester. 

However, a myriad of secondary school 
connections – through programs such as SPICE 
(that offers professional development for teachers 
and student/scientist interactions) and SmARTS 
(that involves Year 11s in developing ideas on 
contemporary topics online and in seminars) – 
ensures that this is seldom the case today.

‘Think global, act local’ has become one of 
this University’s 21st century mantras as a growing 
web of research and learning links span the globe. 
But it is UWA’s determination to ‘act local’ that 
underscores the transformational role education plays 
in students’ lives and the positive ripple effect through 
communities it can set in motion. 

This has special significance for UWA’s Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson, who is 
committed to opening doors for students who come 
from areas and backgrounds that don’t normally 
produce the eager freshers that gathered to hear his 
Orientation Day address.

“On my first day at Melbourne University, we all 
went to the top of the tower to spot our suburbs. I 
was the only one looking north,” he recalls. Coming 
from a less than prosperous farming community, the 
Vice-Chancellor is committed to widening access 
to Western Australia’s longest established campus 
and to sweeping away problems that can seem 
daunting to students from rural or remote locations 
or from suburbs with troubled social histories. He 
firmly believes that financial and other disadvantages 
should never be deterrents to learning. 

“Those barriers may be due to a lack of resources 
at home, in their schools or community. There are 
often hurdles for young people who – given the 

Classroom 
connections

‘Think global, act local’ has become one of 

the University’s mantras and an initiative 

to encourage and support students who 

aspire to study at UWA is likely to have a 

ripple effect through communities. 

encouragement and opportunity – could thrive at 
university,” he says. 

So how do students from regional townships or 
suburbs not traditionally associated with UWA vault 
those hurdles to access the educational opportunities 
at any university? 

The answer from this University is aptly named: 
Aspire UWA, the biggest outreach equity program 
on campus, and one that offers a pathway to tertiary 
studies that is already motivating students, teachers 
and parents. 

Jointly funded by the Federal Government and 
UWA to the tune of $3.65 million (2.45 million from 
DEEWR and 1.25 million of in-kind costs from UWA), 
Aspire UWA is designed to encourage teenagers from 
more than 24 schools whose students are under-
represented among UWA’s 22,000 student population 
to aspire to higher education. Six of the schools are in 
the Pilbara and 18 in metropolitan Perth.

At the launch of this ambitious project late last 
year, Federal MP Gary Gray reminded the audience 
of principals, staff, students and community 
representatives from selected schools that the 

Above: Chris Evans and Sze Nee Lim from Hamilton Senior 
High School with Aspire UWA Ambassador Andrea Gomes 
(Photo: Lindy Brophy). Next page: Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Alan Robson with Emma Smith and Jun Jun Guo, Aspire UWA 
Ambassadors at the launch
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Bradley review of Australia’s higher education system 
had highlighted difficulties faced by such students in 
accessing higher education. 

“Students from high income families are three 
times as likely to attend university compared with a 
student from a low socio-economic status area,” he 
pointed out. “However, it is an established fact that 
students who experience disadvantage are, once 
they’ve enrolled at university, just as likely to succeed. 
“International experience shows that outreach 
activities in the early years of secondary school are 
very effective in encouraging students to attend 
university. I congratulate the students involved with 
Aspire UWA. Through this project they will have new 
and greater choices in further education which will 
help them find their place in the world.”

Aspire UWA targets Year 9 students and then 
supports them throughout secondary school, says 
Coordinator Dr Judy Skene, Associate Director 
(Student Support Services) in the UWA’s Student 
Services.

Dr Skene says UWA is determined to increase the 
number of students from low-transfer areas and is 
convinced the seeds of aspiration need to be set as 
early as possible and at the latest, in the early years 
of secondary school. Working in partnership with the 
Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences, 
the School of Indigenous Studies and Student 
Services, Aspire UWA has mapped out a strategy 
that encompasses camps, school and community 
visits, mentoring and other initiatives. 

The UWA graduate points out that hosting 
secondary schools at camps is nothing new – the 
Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences 
and the School of Indigenous Studies have run 
camps along with successful programs that both 
encourage and support prospective students and 
that provide bridging study opportunities. But Aspire 
UWA marks the beginning of a concerted effort to 
connect with targeted schools and build partnerships 
at a broader and deeper level within communities. 

Last November, the first Aspire UWA camp was 
held for Pilbara students. Six schools, staff members 
and 64 students were involved, 20 per cent being 
Indigenous. They came for three days, staying at 
Currie Hall, and participated in activities on and off 
campus. The camp received enthusiastic feedback 
from both students and accompanying teachers. 
During November and December, local Year 9 
students from the 18 outer-metropolitan schools 
attended what proved to be a hugely popular Race 
Around Campus that saw them enjoying a string of 
activities designed to spike their academic curiosity 
and sharpen their competitive instincts.

“We gave them six ‘taster activities’, each lasting 
about 20 minutes – from watching medical students 
working on plaster casts to making a water filter – 
and we turned it into a contest. They loved it and the 
feedback we got from staff and students was great!”

A ‘thank you’ note from an enthusiastic participant 
says it all: “Race Around Campus activities really 
got me thinking about what I might be interested in 
doing,” wrote Faith Hickey. “University sounds like a 
lot of fun and I can’t wait!”

Guiding the visitors through the campus were 
Aspire UWA Ambassadors: current UWA students 
who had graduated from participating schools. They 
act as role models and help answer questions about 
campus life from a student’s perspective. There are 
six Indigenous students and several Pilbara students 
among some 40 current ambassadors. In preparation 
for this role they are provided with programs to 
enhance public speaking and networking skills.

“The student ambassadors are incredibly 
enthusiastic,” reports Dr Skene. “They say things like: 
‘I want to go back because often the message I got 
at school was that I could not do it. But I’ve done it, 
so I need to go and talk in a positive way about the 
support that is here at UWA and to encourage the 
students to follow my example’.

“That’s exactly the message we want to convey 
because this University has great supports in place 
that help students to know that what they have 
embarked on is achievable. Many face barriers that 
are very real, but we can help to overcome them 
through scholarship support or addition study skills. 

“And our integrated approach to outreach doesn’t 
stop with prospective students. We appreciate that 
parents need to be onside because some of the 
targeted students will come from families where no 
one has been to university and where there are big 

the vice-chancellor is 
committed to widening 
access to western 
australia’s longest 
established camPus
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the seeds of 
asPiration need 

to be set as 
early as Possible

financial hurdles and a lack of awareness of just how 
beneficial and transformative higher education can be.

“Apart from school visits, we make contact with 
different communities where there might be a high 
proportion of Indigenous families or perhaps refugees. 
We always target lower socio-economic groups 
and our aim is to let these communities know that a 
pathway to tertiary studies is achievable.”

Dr Skene acknowledges that support for teachers 
is also vital and one UWA initiative is already reaping 
rewards. Winthrop Professor Grady Venville’s Thinking 
Science Australia is a professional development 
program for teachers that helps develop higher order 
thinking skills in students. The intervention program 
comprises 30 science lessons delivered to Years 
7 and 8 over a two-year period. It targets teachers 
keen to raise students’ achievement levels and 
UWA’s Faculty of Education works with teachers and 

school administrations in areas where the program is 
implemented.

Heath Dullard, a young physics teacher at Pinjarra 
Senior High School, put his hand up to join the 
program and has since travelled to Perth for training.

“Pinjarra was most enthusiastic about being 
part of our pilot program,” recalls Professor Venville 
who worked with Assistant Professor Mary Oliver 
to adapt the science teaching program both had 
used successfully in the United Kingdom. They were 
supported by an Australian Research Council grant.

Professor Oliver said science teachers loved the 
program because it was evidence-based, changed 
the way they taught and they could measure its 
success.

UWA is also working with NGOs such as the Smith 
Family that provides scholarships for disadvantaged 
students wanting to pursue tertiary studies. The charity 
runs mentoring programs and the University has been 
able to provide additional mentors. 

Academics and professional staff across the 
University are equally enthusiastic about Aspire UWA, 
and many have enquired about getting involved in the 
program that is already broadening the horizons of 
Western Australian students.

“Aspire UWA is the University’s latest initiative in 
a long-standing commitment to student equity,” Dr 
Skene notes. “Research is also underway within the 
University to improve pathways to higher education 
and we can learn from the experience of others, 
especially in the United Kingdom where widening 
participation has been a priority for the past 10 years.”

“If any reader has an interest in supporting this 
exciting work, the Aspire team would love to hear 
from you and I would encourage you to contact us.”

>>CONTACT

Dr Judy Skene
Coordinator, Aspire UWA
Student Services (Student Support Services)
Phone: +61 8 6488 2424
Email: judy.skene@uwa.edu.au

France
apartments & cars

Agents for Australian owned French holiday houses. 
Providing sound, practical car travel advice to European 
travellers for more than 12 years. For example:

30 days car hire for 2 ___________ $1300.00

28 days apartment for 2 ________ $2100.00

Contact Pauline Ollivier 
Phone: (08) 9367 4074   Mobile: 0428 674 074
Email: PaulineO@bigpond.net.au
Web: www.franceapartmentsandcars.com.au
In association with Travel Success – T.A.L. No. 9TA 1234

AUSTRALIAN VISAS

FREE
APPRAISALS

AUSTRALIAN VISAS

FREE
APPRAISALS

Keith Cook BEd, MSc, Registered Migration Agent
Number 0108109 of A & M Australian Migration,

is offering this special service. 

Email: keith@a-maustralianmigration.com.au
Phone: (61 8) 9593 6307  Mobile: (61 0) 414 360 201

www.a-maustralianmigration.com.au
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Few of the 2,000 dignitaries, guests and visitors who 
gathered for the opening of the Hackett Memorial 
Buildings would have appreciated the haste with 
which the newly-completed buildings were readied 
for the grand occasion. 

In the flurry preceding the opening, those involved 
in organizing the event concluded that the reflection 
pond simply could not be completed in time. 
However, when this was announced the University’s 
students rallied: if the materials could be provided, 
they said, they would put in the hard labour. 

Swept up by the excitement of the opening, 
the digging and laying of cement were soon under 
way, supervised by engineering and science staff . 
With arts students providing morning and afternoon 
refreshments to keep spirits and energy levels 
buoyant, the pond was completed just hours before 
the ceremony.

Christine Shervington describes the dramatic 
events in University Voices, Traces from the Past, 
quoting the archival recollections of Frank Gamblen. 

“It was filled while the cement was still wet, which 
was not a good thing, but still it had to be done. 
Instant waterlilies appeared overnight. One suspects 
that these had their origins in Queen’s Gardens,” he 
recalled.

“The pond of course had to be drained 
immediately afterwards to allow the cement to cure 
properly. However, the pond was there…” (A member 
of the Department of Mathematics, Frank Gamblen’s 

When the Hackett Memorial Buildings were officially opened on 15 April, 1932, The West 

Australian hailed Winthrop Hall as “a sublime architectural masterpiece… the noblest 

building in the fine group that comprises the new University of Western Australia at Crawley.”

Above: Building the reflection pond (Photo: University Archives) 
Right: The repaved area with (inset) plaque

Reflections 
on giving…
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commitment to undergraduates is perpetuated by the 
Frank Gamblen Scholarships that help students study 
overseas.) 

Recently the reflection pond paving was lifted 
and replaced as one of several programs supported 
by alumni who contributed to the Annual Fund in 
2006 – 2008. 

As the pond, stone benches, statues and lawn 
have become a favourite place for outdoor study 
and relaxation – for staff and students – this alumni 
gesture has been welcomed across the University. 

One million dollars was raised by the Annual 
Fund 2009 and Professor Alan Robson has thanked 
donors whose support has funded 27 scholarships, 

provided handrails in Winthrop Hall and the Vice-
Chancellery, and enabled the Library to purchase 
three major collections that will greatly enrich the 
University’s online material.

“The result of this generosity is all the more 
exceptional given last year’s global uncertainties,” 
said the Vice-Chancellor. “Thank you for working with 
us to create the next century of the University.”

The Annual Fund initiated in 2001 has become 
one of the Asia Pacific’s most successful, with UWA 
being the first Australian university to achieve the one 
million mark.

Support for the fund is annually acknowledged in 
an In recognition brochure.

The University of Western Australia has always been 
proactive in keeping in touch with graduates. This 
magazine is just one of many links – from reunions 
to alumni networks – that help the University reach 
graduates across Australia and the world. 

Recently, with the help of graduates, UWA gained 
a valuable insight into its graduate body when the 
Office of Development and Alumni Relations initiated 
a 2009 Graduate Census. Some 6,000 graduates 
from around the world participated and the result is 
a ‘statistical snapshot’ we would like to share with 
readers.

A timely ‘snapshot’ of graduates
“We felt the lead-up to planned UWA centenary 

celebrations was an ideal time to conduct such 
a census and we are grateful to the thousands 
of graduates who responded and provided such 
valuable information,” says Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Alan Robson. “The census was invaluable in showing 
us where you are, what you are doing, how you 
engage with UWA and what expectations you have of 
your University. 

“We hope to regularly undertake a census to 
build an accurate picture of our graduate body that 
will help us to respond to your expectations and to 
strengthen the UWA community.”

The Office of Development and Alumni Relations 
conducted the census and Manager of Alumni 
Relations Pippa Worthington said it was clear 
graduates were taking full advantage of the fact that 
UWA prides itself on being open to the community. 

“It was great to see that more than 60 per cent 
of respondents attended music, theatre and cultural 
events on campus; that almost a quarter of all 
graduates participated in UWA Extension courses, 
while just under 20 per cent made use of the 
University’s great sporting facilities. In addition some 
10 per cent are enjoying the facilities and programs 
offered by the University Club, while a further eight 
per cent report booking venues on campus – for 
reunions, weddings and other occasions.”

It was also gratifying to learn that 85 per cent 
of respondents gave Uniview a very positive tick – 
with research and development successes at UWA 
and graduate profiles scoring 82 per cent and 72 
per cent approval ratings. The magazine is sent to 
all graduates, all secondary schools and libraries in 
Western Australia and now has a print run of more 
than 65,000.

The graphs provide a snapshot of respondents, 
their locations and employment status. More detailed 
results of the census can be found at the news bites 
section of alumniConnect: www.ac.uwa.edu.au 














































































 






































Graduate Census: 
Location of respondents
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One of the nation’s pre-eminent barristers – who is also a farmer and a surf lifesaver – 

will address UWA’s graduates of 1960 at their 50th reunion with subject-matter rivalling 

the story-lines of some of the most explosive films of that year. Sally-Ann Jones reports.

Farming, surf lifesaving crime 
fighter to address 60s grads

Mr Malcolm McCusker QC, a UWA graduate and the 
recipient of a UWA Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Laws, is well known for his commitment to fighting 
for justice. He has represented defendants in some 
of the State’s most high-profile cases and helped 
overturn the wrongful convictions of the Mickleberg 
brothers and Andrew Mallard, often working in a pro 
bono capacity, and earning the 2007 Civil Justice 
Award from the Australian Lawyers’ Alliance.

Admitted to practice in 1961, Mr McCusker has 
appeared as counsel in the Supreme, Federal and 
High Courts and the Privy Council. He was Special 
Inspector investigating the Rothwells Bank collapse 
in 1989-90, and, from 2004 to 2008, the inaugural 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission. For 27 years he has been Chairman of 
the Legal Aid Commission of WA and Chairman of 
the Advisory Board of the WA Constitutional Centre 
since its inception in 1997. 

He is Patron of the McCusker Alzheimer’s 
Research Foundation and, with the support of his 
wife, Tonya – also a UWA Law School graduate – is 
involved in a range of humanitarian interests, while 
continuing to practise as a barrister. He has also 
been a trustee and supporter of SAS Resources Trust 
since 1996. 

In 2005 Mr McCusker was made an Officer of 
the Order of Australia and WA Citizen of the Year 
(Professions). Three years later he received his UWA 
Honorary Doctorate followed by one from Edith 
Cowan University in 2009. This year he was named 
WA Citizen of the Year for Community Service and 
Philanthropy. 

“I am very happily married to Tonya, and have 
three adult children, two stepsons, and an infant 
daughter,” he said. “As a long-term member of North 
Cottesloe Surf Lifesaving Club – I’ve been a bronze-
medal holder since 1955 – I keep fit by paddling a 
surf ski with a group of competitive veterans.

“But you could say that I’m equally at home in 
rural WA, having farmed at Calingiri for more than 36 
years, running sheep and cattle and cropping 4,000 
hectares annually.” Above: Malcom McCusker QC

His luncheon audience members will remember 
1960 as a year when the Cold War grew frostier 
– and, in the United States, John Kennedy and 
Lyndon Johnson winning the Presidency with one 
of the smallest margins in history. It was the year 
The Flintstones appeared on television for the first 
time and films included The Magnificent Seven and 
Psycho.

grad news
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association
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grad news

Convocation as 
the Graduate Peak 
Organisation 
The proposal to connect 
with graduate groups 
has progressed to formal 
consideration by Council. 
The idea of a “peak 
graduate body” was 
discussed and Convocation 
is ideally placed to 
undertake this role. Building 

this link with graduates through their associations is 
well aligned to the Strategic and Operational Plan in 
many respects. Alasdair Dempsey championed the 
cause at a Council meeting and proposed a strategy 
to attract the attention of graduate bodies whether 
formal, lapsed or informally linked around an activity, 
a sport, a subject or a University school in addition to 
the more common form of gathering around a faculty 
or a profession.

It is proposed that the groups contacted build 
an alliance with Convocation and that a Graduate 
Plenary be held two or three times each year. The 
agenda of these Graduate Plenary Sessions would 
focus on the sharing of ideas and the opportunity to 
bring news of University deliberations and possible 
feedback to Senate through the Convocation elected 
Senators. 

It has been proposed that Convocation invite the 
graduate groups that exist, exist in name only or have 
become less active to become involved through an 
incentive scheme. Convocation is looking at ways to 

From the Warden
bring graduates together and enable a representative 
of that group to attend the Plenary sessions. 

This project calls out for a collaborator and both 
the Guild and the Office of Development will be 
approached. Council has delegated consideration of 
the project to the Graduate Outreach Committee who 
will work with the Policy and Development Committee 
on this issue. 

Development of the proposal will also be assisted 
by social networking programs. The UWA Graduate 
Group on Linked In and the Alumni Connect 
programs will be utilised.

Convocation and the structure of UWA 
From time to time it is important to remind graduates 
of this University that they are permanent members 
of Convocation. Through Convocation, graduates 
have a life-long association with The University of 
Western Australia. Convocation is one of the four 
constituent bodies of the University (along with the 
staff, the students, and the Senate), as defined in The 
University of Western Australia Act of 1911. http://
calendar.publishing.uwa.edu.au/latest/partb/uwaact)

The University of Western Australia needs a 
strong and vibrant graduate community. Part of the 
function of that community through Convocation 
entails participation in the governance of the 
University through the election of Convocation 
members to the University Senate and the Council of 
Convocation.

Below is a chart which places Convocation in the 
context of the overall University governance. 
Source: UWA website. 

University Governance

SENATE
UWA Act, 1911 

Statutes 1 and 25

GUILD OF 
UNDERGRADUATES

UWA Act, 1911

CONVOCATION
UWA Act, 1911 

Statutes 4, 9 and 12

SENATE 
COMMITTEES

VICE-CHANCELLOR
Statute 10

VICE-CHANCELLOR’S 
ADVISORY 

COMMITTEES

DEANS

HEADS

ExECUTIVE
Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

Deputy Vice-Chancellors 
Statute 30

Executive Director 
(Academic Services and 

Registrar) Statute 23

Executive Director 
(Finance and Resources)

ACADEMIC BOARD
Statute 19

ACADEMIC COUNCIL

FACULTIES
Statute 8

SCHOOLS SCHOOL 
COMMITTEES

ACADEMIC COUNCIL 
COMMITTEES

FACULTY 
COMMITTEES
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Convocation, the UWA 
Graduates Association 

Annual Elections
• ELECTION OF WARDEN AND DEPUTY 

WARDEN OF CONVOCATION

• ELECTION OF ELEVEN MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL OF CONVOCATION, THE UWA 
GRADUATES ASSOCIATION 

• ELECTION OF ONE MEMBER OF THE 
UNIVERSITY SENATE

Nomination forms are now available for the above 
positions.
Mr Simon Dawkins will complete his term as 
Warden of Convocation, the UWA Graduates 
Association in March 2011.
Mr David Hodgkinson will complete his term 
as Deputy Warden of Convocation, the UWA 
Graduates Association in March 2011.
Six members of the Council of Convocation, 
the UWA Graduates Association will complete 
terms in March 2011, and there are five additional 
vacancies.
Mr Roderick Quentin Cooper will complete his 
term as a member of the Senate of the University 
of Western Australia, elected by Convocation, the 
UWA Graduates Association, in March 2011.
Nomination forms for all positions are now 
available from Convocation, the UWA Graduates 
Association. Please telephone Juanita Perez, the 
Convocation Officer on 6488 3006, or email her on 
convocation@uwa.edu.au and include your postal 
address.
All graduates of UWA are automatically members 
of Convocation and entitled to vote and/or 
nominate for positions in these elections. For 
further information on the elections and the role of 
Convocation go to www.graduates.uwa.edu.au.
The closing date for nominations for all positions is 
5.00pm, Friday, 14 January 2011.
Applications received after this date will be invalid.

Convocation is always exploring ways 
of canvassing graduate views on matters of 
importance to UWA and developments on tertiary 
education in general. While Convocation is seen 
by some as the custodian of their University 
experience, Convocation is also required to support 
UWA in its endeavours and to meet the challenges 
of the tertiary education sector in the 21st century. 

Please contact us for information or on ideas for 
greater interaction between graduates and UWA. We 
are interested in your views on matters concerning 
the University.

Graduates are also encouraged to stand for 
election to Council or to the Senate.

Elections in 2011: Council of Convocation and the 
UWA Senate 
Convocation is calling for nominations for the 
following positions. Elections will be conducted in 
accordance with The University of Western Australia 
Act 1911 Statutes 9 and 12. 
• Warden and Deputy Warden of Convocation.

The term of office for both positions is one year 
Office bearers are eligible for re-election at the end 
of their term.

• Eleven members of the Council of Convocation. 
There are seven positions of three-year terms, one 
position of a two-year term and three positions of 
one-year terms. An elected member completing a 
term of office is eligible for re-election.

• One member of the Senate of The University 
of Western Australia. The term of office is four 
years. The maximum consecutive period of 
membership is normally 12 years.
All UWA graduates are automatically members 

of Convocation and are entitled to vote and/
or nominate for positions in these elections. 
Members are encouraged to update their contact 
details to ensure they are included in the ballot. 
Nomination forms for all positions are available from 
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association.

UWA Pavilion Project 
Following an approach from Professor Ted Snell, 
Director of the Cultural Precinct at UWA, the Council 
decided to support the Pavilion Project which will see 
a low cost structure built on the lawn outside Winthrop 
Hall. It will stand there for some months following the 
opening of the Perth International Arts Festival.

The proposal was considered by the Centenary 
Committee and was presented to Council by Ian 
Passmore. The winning design has subsequently 
been announced and will provide an interesting 
opportunity for Convocation to make contact with 
recent graduates after the Spring graduation season 
and with students and the public at other times. To 
view the winning design and learn more about the 
project please go to the University website: www.
culturalprecinct.uwa.edu.au/pavilion-project

Council also asked the two architects on the 
Council (Warren Kerr and Fran Pesich) to oversee 
the development of the project and assist Ian and 
his committee with the roll out of the project. 

As Convocation is a major sponsor with naming 
rights for the pavilion and the prize, this project 
will provide a strong contemporary symbol of 
Convocation’s connection with the past and 
future of the University. It will be called the UWA 
Convocation Pavilion.

Simon Dawkins 
Warden
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THE UNIVERSITY OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

invites all graduates and 
other members of Convocation

to attend the

First Ordinary Meeting
of Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association

to be held on
Friday 18 March 2011

at 6.30PM for a 7.00pm start 
in the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery

with reports from 
the Vice-Chancellor Professor Alan Robson,

the Warden of Convocation
and the Guild President.

RSVP by 11 March 2011 
on 6488 3006 or via convocation@uwa.edu.au

Refreshments will follow the meeting

COUNCIL OF CONVOCATION, 
THE UWA GRADUATES ASSOCIATION
Members ex officio
Warden of Convocation: Simon Dawkins
Deputy Warden of Convocation: David Hodgkinson (and 
Convenor of Statutes Committee)
Immediate Past Warden: Suzanne Baker

Other Members
Paul Appleton
Duncan Barton
Lesley Cala
Colin Campbell-Fraser
Alasdair Dempsey
Ashok Desai
Richard Harper (Convenor of Awards Committee)
Patricia Hatch
Mahesh Hettiaratchi
Warren Kerr
Geoffrey Leach
Graeme Martin
Paul McCann
Raoul Oehmen
Giacinta Parish
Ian Passmore OAM (Chair of Centenary Planning 
Working Group)
Lance Perry 
Fran Pesich
Christopher Richards 
Taiwo (John) Sanusi
Pauline Tremlett (Convenor of Graduate Outreach 
Committee)

Convocation-elected Senators
Bill Biggs, Roderick Cooper, Simon Dawkins and Hilary 
Silbert

Convocation Officer: Juanita Perez

50th Reunion Luncheon 2010
Coming soon – Convocation’s popular annual 50th Reunion Luncheon of the 
Graduates of 1960 and earlier is to be held this year on Sunday 31 October 
in Winthrop Hall.

Graduates who have already celebrated their 50th Anniversary with us (or who could not attend earlier 
functions) are welcome. 

We have lost contact with a few 1960 graduates listed below. If you have an idea of their whereabouts 
could you please let us know.

Maurice R Anderson, Veronica J Balchin, Isfriede M Bekker, Colin G Blake, Robert W Blythe, Diana F 
Cardell Oliver, Robert P Chambers, James H Chute, Eric A Creighton, Frederick T Elliott, William O Ewing, 
Bruce J Graham, Rhys I Gray, Hugh D Hamersley, Leslie Hart, Robert B Hughes, Richard Jeffreys, Mara 
Jindra (Ulmanis), Siebe Jorna, Simon A Kay, Peter Lawrence, Chin Geok Lim, Clement D Ling, Fay P 
Lorimer (Jordan), Peter H Lucich, Stewart R Marks, Philip R Martin, Jennifer A Medcalf, John A Merritt, 
Kathleen Moriarty, Austin W Mumme, Alice A O’Loughlin, Frank Percival, Peter D Rappolt, Anthony W 
Richardson, James N Rolfe, Robert J Scott, Francis P Sharples, Brian Smith, Neville J Smyth, Kathleen G 
Snook, Bernard P Sutherland, Patricia H Turner (Ferrell), Joseph E Walsh, Russell G Wilkinson, Trevor H 
Williams, John J Williamson, Hendrik Wolzak, Hong Yee Wong and Meng-San Wong

Please contact Juanita Perez, Convocation Officer, on +61 8 6488 3006 or email: juanita.perez@uwa.edu.
au if you have any information of the whereabouts of these graduates.
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Individuals
Paul C Abbott 
Robin Adamson 
Iain Adamson* 
Ted Adler
Robyn M Ahern 
Tony O Albertsen 
Graham Aldous 
Bahman Alimoradian 
Judy Allen
Murray J Allen 
Michael P Alpers AO
Mark T Altus 
Barry Angus
Mary C Angus 
Megan Anwyl 
Trevor Apsimon AM
John Arfield 
Rory E Argyle 
Richard Ashcroft 
Mariam A Bahemia-Gannon 
Josh Bamford 
Mark B Barnaba CitWA
Bernard J Barnwell 
Jackie M Barnwell 
Hugh Barrett 
Lawrence J Beilin AO
Brenda Beilin 
Tom Bellas
Sarah E Beshar 
Suzanne M Biddles
Joyce Billings 
Wendy Birman
David R Booth 
Judith Bottomley 
Gerald A Bottomley 
Carol I Bower 
Sue Boyd
Ann G Boyer 
Don Boyer 
Maurice R Bridgwood 
Jean Brodie-Hall AM
Ulli Broeze-Hoernemann 
Suzanne M Brown 
Antonio D P Buti
Colin S Campbell-Fraser 

John A Cardell-Oliver 
Rachel M Cardell-Oliver 
Phil E Carrello 
Michael J Carrick 
Addy Carroll 
Drew Carter 
Craig E Carter 
William M Castleden 
Bill Chambers
John Chandler 
Tony B Chapman 
Hendrika Chapman 
Mark P Ch’ng 
Mary E Ciccarelli 
Timothy M Clifton
Anthony Colbert OMI
Patrick J Coleman 
Gary R Collinson 
Lynette J Colvin
Craig G Colvin SC
Robert O Cook
Norah K Cooper 
Ian K Copeland 
Phyllis E Costello 
Richard A Cotton 
Sandra J Cotton 
Anita Cotton 
Diane M Coxon 
Rick W Crabb 
John F Crossman 
Margaret A Crowley 
Joanne L Cruickshank 
Denis M Cullity AO CMG
Ann M Cullity AM
Jean Culloton 
Nicholas Cuthjar 
Jon T Dadd 
Richard B Dale 
Cheryl M Davenport 
Anna Davis 
Simon L Dawkins 
Filomina D’Cruz 
Disana J de Silva 
Patricia M Dechow 
Neil R Dennis 
Paul O Depiazzi 

Doreen M Dingwall 
Judith Dinham
Mollie A Dinham OAM
Annette Dobson 
Michael G Doepel
Kate E Doust MLC
Sarah E Dowling 
Susan L Downing
Janice D Dudley 
Paul L Duncan 
Denise Dys 
Trevor R Eastwood AM
Judy M Eastwood 
Judith E Eckert 
Meredith Eddington 
Robert M Edel
Suzanne M Ellery MLC
Jerry K Ellis
Jane Emberson 
David Errey 
Gerty Ewen 
G D Fardon 
Ralph H Fardon OAM
Louise M Farrell 
Colin P Farrow 
Stephanie L Faulkner 
Bridget A Faye AM
Frank Feher 
Helen M Fenbury 
John Ferreirinho 
Evelyn H Ferrier
Karen L Field 
Adrian A Fini 
Eleanor S Finucane 
Christopher L Fisher 
Hannah Fitzhardinge 
Rhonda Flottmann 
Jonathan R Ford MLC
George K Freeman 
Daniel W Freeman 
Valerie J French 
Elizabeth Frith 
Patricia E Gallaher 
Leo J Gallop 
George M Galvin 
Michael B Gannon 

Jennifer Gerschwitz 
Billie Giles-Corti
John Glover
Faryar Gorjy 
Shahyar Gorjy 
Richard J Goyder CitWA
Caroline H Grant 
Richard A Gray 
Gary Gray AO
Christopher W Griffin 
Dhaksinamoorthy Gurumoorthy 
C M Guthrie 
Barb Haeusler 
Barbara M Hale 
Kay Hallahan AO
Maxine Hamersley 
Len Hamersley 
D C Hamersley 
Barbara M Hamilton 
Ian G Hammond 
Diana L Hammond 
Margaret J Hammond 
Amy Harding 
Joyce M Hardy
Deanne E Harler 
Peter C Harley 
Sue P Harley 
Susan Harris 
Peter G Harris 
Ken Harrison 
Ben Harvey
David Harvey 
Graham W Hay 
Edward G Hayman 
William Healy
Sonja L Heath 
Raymond A Heffer
Stuart A Henderson 
Donelle R Hennessy 
Susan J Henshall
Robert J Hepburn 
Penelope A Herbert
Patrick C Hew 
Suzanne C Hicks
Alison P Hill 
Janet Hiller 

The University of Western Australia thanks the following people for their philanthropic 

support. Their generosity is creating more opportunities for students and researchers 

to continue to make a significant difference in our community. Together we are trans-

forming lives through education and research and building a positive future for all.

Thank you
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David R Hillman 
David S Hilton 
Andrew T Hislop 
Betty Y Hlavacek
Susan E Ho 
John J Hockley 
Doug C Hodgson 
Janet L Holmes à Court AC
Tony Hooper 
John D Hopkins 
Jonathan W Horton
Tracey A Horton 
Michael C Hotchkin 
Ann Howard 
Tony Howarth AO CitWA
Sharni P Howe 
Trish Hughes 
Patricia J Ingram 
John M Jackson 
William H Jacobs 
Andrew C James 
Bruce W James OAM
Craig H James 
Penny Jamrack
Veronica I Jeffery 
Andre Jemison 
Peter R Johnson 
Patricia J Jones 
Michele Jurak 
Tony Keane 
Nancy A Keegan 
Therese E Keeley 
Bob Kelliher
Angela Kelly 
Kenneth J Kelsall AM
Diana Kempton 
Alison Kennedy 
Helen Keown 
Alexander M Kerr AM
Shirley C Kitson 
Nelly H Kleyn
Jenny Kurinczuk 
Nonie Lake 
John H Lake 
Louis I Landau
Miriam Landau
Francis G Landels 
Adrian N Larking 
Sue Leakonis 
Nat P Lenzo 
John W Libby 
Peta M Libby 
Patricia G Littlejohn
Marion E Lugg 
Beryl C Luscombe 
Quang T Ly 
Helen S Macgregor 
David B MacKinlay 
Henryk Mackowiak 
Alannah J MacTiernan MLA
Christopher Malberg 
Peter Mallabone 
Cheryl Mariner 
Aileen Markiewicz 
Andrzej Markiewicz 
Norman R Marlborough MLA
Bill Marmion MLA
John G Mateljan 
Barry J Maund
Cristina Maxwell 

Richard H Mazzucchelli 
Julie A McAllister 
Ken Mcaullay 
James T McClements 
Bruce McDowell 
Julie McDowell 
Jim McGinty
Rosemary J McGlashan 
Sheila M McHale 
Lynne McLeod 
Denis W McLeod 
Gaye McMath 
John C McMath 
Margaret E McPhee 
John R Melville-Jones 
John A Meyer 
John W Mills 
Desmond F Milner 
Linley L Mitchell 
Timothy W Morley
Alastair Morrison 
Alan L Moyle 
Andreas G Mueller 
Rana E Munns 
William B Muston
Judith B Nash 
David M Newby 
Toby T Nichols 
Paul E Norman 
Anna K Nowak 
Ilse R O’Ferrall 
Colin P O’Sullivan 
Mark A Paganin 
Paul Papalia MLA
John Peacock 
Timothy J Pearman
John W Pearman 
Fiona L Pearman 
Rosemary A Pearman 
Lindsay J Peet 
Bill S Peters 
John Phillimore
Elizabeth J Phillips 
Margaret Phillips 
Clare M Phillips 
Julia B Pitcher 
John Pither 
Laura Pitts 
Donna Plummer 
Michael J Poli 
Margaret A Pollett 
William W Porteous 
Anthony C Postle 
John H Poynton AM CitWA
Cheryl E Praeger AM FAA
Malcolm K Prichard 
Paula Y Prichard 
Kevin Prince
Sheena J Prince 
Margaret M Quirk MLA
Neil Randal 
Rodney W Rate
Yvonne R Rate AM CitWA
Terry Redman
Ray F Reeves 
Amanda K Reid 
Joan Retallack 
Robert L Reynolds 
Eric S Ripper MLA
Judith A Rivalland 

Norman L Roberts
Alan D Robson AM CitWA
Garry Rodan 
B R Rose 
John A Ross
Jim Ross AM
James M P Ross
Gwyneth M Rothols 
Alison T Salt 
Kerry G Sanderson AO
Derek H Schapper 
Anette Schoombee 
Enid E Sedgwick 
Craig S Serjeant 
Tejal M Shah 
Eve P Shannon-Cullity 
Geoffrey Shilkin 
Leslie Shub 
Ralph L Simmonds 
Dale C Simpson 
Slobodan Slavujevic 
Richard G Sloan 
Malcolm Smallacombe 
Maureen B Smith 
Erica L Smyth 
Ted Snell AM CitWA
Myra Stanbury 
Fiona J Stanley AC CitWA
Muriel E Stanley 
Ronald M Strickland 
Kathryn J Sydney-Smith 
Christopher P Symons* 
Cathy Tang
Edwin R Taylor 
Ian F Taylor 
Marco A Tedeschi 
James P Thompson 
Peter C Tinley AM MLA
Minh D Tran 
Kenneth D Travers MLC
James P Trevelyan 
Helen R Trowell 
Helen E Tuite 
Mike Tungay 
Sue Tungay 
Rosemary A Turner 
Ewen W Tyler AM
Martin Van der Oord 
Rolf Van Wollingen 
Robert L Vickery AM
Roger A Vines CitWA
Margaret Vines 
Don R Voelte 
Melanie Wakefield 
Geoffrey P Walker 
Sean Walsh 
William J Ward
Louise Ward 
Frank R Ware
Diana M Warnock 
Shirley M Watt 
Gerald F Watts 
Joshua P Welch 
Donald M Werner 
Christine M Wheeler 
John C Whitehand 
John Whitelaw 
Margaret Whitter 
Barbara E Whittle 
Ann T Whyntie 

Olwyn J Williams 
Ruth E Williamson 
John C Wood 
Caroline Wood 
Peter J Woods 
Christopher C Wray 
Michael N Wren 
Olly Wrenstead 
Benjamin S Wyatt MLA
Sonia Yeates 
Mary Ann T Yeats 
Thierry J Yiklong 
Donald F Young
Timothy W H Yuen
Tareq Zabaneh 

* deceased

Organisations
Abey Family Foundation
Admiration Homes
Advantage Partners
AECOM Australia P/L
Akamai Management Group
Alan Moyle P/L
AMPLA Limited
Architects Board of Western 

Australia
ASO Foundation for 

Research and Education
Association of Consulting 

Architects of Australia (WA)
Australasian Faculty of Public 

Health Medicine
Australian Association of 

Social Workers (WA) 
Branch Office

Australian Finance 
Conference

Australian Geomechanics 
Society (WA)

Australian Institute of 
Landscape Architects

Australian Insurance Law 
Association

Australian Medical 
Association (WA)

Australian Prosthodontic 
Society (WA)

Australian Society of 
Endodontology (WA) Inc

Australian Steel Institute (WA)
BankWest Corporate Affairs
Bayer Australia Ltd
Beacon Exploration P/L
BG & E P/L
BHP Billiton Iron Ore Limited
Blakiston & Crabb
BP Kwinana Refinery P/L
Brett Davies Lawyers
Cameron Chisholm & Nicol 

(WA) P/L
CBI Constructors P/L
Central City Medical Centre
Chalice Gold Mines Limited
Chevron Australia P/L
City of Albany
Cliffs Natural Resources P/L
Clinipath Pathology
Clough Limited
Committee for Perth Limited
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Concrete Pipe Association 
of Australasia

ConocoPhillips Australasia 
P/L

Cox Howlett & Bailey 
Woodland

CSBP Limited
CSL Limited
Delta Sigma Delta WA 

Graduate Chapter
Dental Study Group of 

Western Australia
Department of Water (South 

Coast)
Digirock P/L
Disability Services 

Commission
Dunns Herbal Clinic
Dymocks Booksellers
Engineers Australia (WA)
Equinox Resources Ltd
Fogarty Foundation
GHD Services P/L
Golder Associates P/L
Grange Insurance
Great Southern 

Development Commission
H K Tey P/L
Hampton Transport
Hassell
Honeywell Ltd
Ian Maley & Associates P/L
Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers (US)

JA Property P/L
Johnson Winter & Slattery
KH Morgan and Associates
Killowen Fundraising Group
Laing O’Rourke
Lateral Sands P/L
Leap Australia P/L
Lions Cancer Institute of WA
Liontown Resources Limited
Lloyds Register Educational 

Trust
Mannkal Economic 

Education Foundation
Maple-Brown Abbott Ltd
Metropolitan Health Service 

Board Bureau
Metso Minerals Australia Ltd
Mid Coast Partners
Mining & Hydraulics 

Supplies
Mitsubishi Australia Ltd
Mossenson Galleries
MRXTechnologies
MScience P/L
Mt Romance Australia P/L
National Tertiary Education 

Industry Union UWA 
Branch

Newmont Australia
Norton Rose Australia
Oceanica Consulting P/L
Orbital Corporation Ltd
Organic 2000
Paladin Energy Limited

PCF Capital Group
Perth College Inc.
Philip Griffiths Architects
Plato Prospecting P/L
Podiatrists Registration 

Board of WA
Rabobank Australia Limited 

(Northern WA)
Raytheon Australia P/L
Resource Capital Funds
Rio Tinto Services Ltd
Rockwater
Rojan Advanced Ceramics 

P/L
Royal Australasian College 

of Dental Surgeons
RSM Bird Cameron
Schaffer Corporation Ltd
Sinclair Knight Merz (SKM)
Southern Cross Surveys
SpinalCure Australia
St George’s College (Inc)
St John of God Health 

Care Inc
Structerre Consulting Group
Taylor Woodings
Technip Oceania P/L
Tesla Forum
The Country Women’s 

Association of WA Inc
The Fortitude Foundation
The Garth Kelsey Family 

Trust
The Goodeve Foundation

The Office of the Nobel 
Laureates

The Western Australian 
Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce Inc

Thomsett Family Trust
Tikva Investments P/L
Transfield Worley Joint 

Venture
Uranium Equities Ltd
UWA Academic Staff 

Association
UWA in America Inc
VDM Consulting
Viscount Plastics P/L
WA Criminal Law Association
Water Corporation
Water Corporation – Albany
Western Australian Specialty 

Alloys P/L
Western Diagnostic Pathology
Western Power
Women and Infants Research 

Foundation WA
Woods Bagot
Woodside Energy Ltd
Workclaims Australia
WorleyParsons Limited – 

Perth Office
Wythenshawe P/L
Young Motors
Zonta Club of Peel Region Inc

On behalf of The University of Western Australia we sincerely thank all those listed here, those who 
wish to remain anonymous, those who have made in-kind contributions and those who have donated 
to the Annual Fund. The names listed here represent donors who have made gifts to the University 
between 1 March 2010 and 30 June 2010. If your name does not appear and your support has not 
been acknowledged in other publications, please contact us.

Office of Development and Alumni Relations 
Phone: +61 8 6488 2438; Fax: +61 8 6488 1063; Email: development@uwa.edu.au 
Web: www.development.uwa.edu.au

>>CONTACT

MELROSE BOOKS
St Thomas’ Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG, UK

Phone: 01353 646608  Fax: 01353 646602
info@melrosebooks.com  www.melrosebooks.com

(ref: UV)

The UK’s leading independent publisher is now 
seeking new manuscripts in all subjects.

For an appraisal please send your manuscripts to:

DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH?

Uniview.indd   1 13/07/2009   11:55:40

When you advertise in Uniview 
you’re in good company
The University of Western Australia’s flagship publication has a print 
run of more than 60,000 copies.

Uniview goes to all graduates and is distributed to every secondary 
school in Western Australia and all public libraries.

To date our advertisers have included technology, tourism and theatre 
companies, banks, wineries, bookstores and international and national 
conservation and charity foundations.

Advertising in Uniview puts you in good company.

Phone: +61 8 6488 1914 or email: trea.wiltshire@uwa.edu.au
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1970s
David Plowman (BEc(Hons) 
1975) writes that after nearly 20 
years as an academic at Eastern 
States universities he returned 
to UWA in 1993 as Foundation 
Director of the Graduate School 
of Management. In 2006, this 
School was merged with the 
School of Economics and 
Commerce to form the UWA 
Business School.

David Strickland (BE 1976) is 
married and has an eight-year-old 
son. He writes that he is currently 
working on a translation of the 
Bible into an Aboriginal language 
based in Central Australia.

Neil Jensen (MB BS 1977), 
pictured with his son, writes 
that he just completed 17 
years in general practice in 
the Northern Territory and the 
Kimberley. He previously served 
as Assistant Secretary General 
of the Royal Australian College 
of General Practitioners. Neil 
was the first appointee to the 
Surgeon General’s Consultant 
Panel, representing general 
practice. He served in the 10th 
Light Horse Regiment and 7 
Field Ambulance in Perth and 
commanded 3 Field Ambulance 
in Adelaide. Former classmates 
can contact him at neiljens@
bigpond.net.au

Jan Knight (BA 1965; MEd 
1983) writes that she loves 
playing with words. Having 
majored in English literature 
46 years ago, Jan became 
sole proprietor (since 1997) 
of her editing business, Flying 
Edits. Jan finds satisfaction in 
helping authors to say what 
they mean. In 2008, she passed 
the Institute of Professional 
Editors (IPEd) national exam 
and became an accreditored 
editor. She is an honorary 
life member of the Rottnest 
Voluntary Guides Association 
and of Volunteering WA. She is 
also a volunteer with the Lake 
Mealup Preservation Society 
and the Greens WA. Her four 
grandchildren keep her creative 
and laughing.

Ron Fergie (BA 1950; MA 
1968) arrived at UWA with the 
confidence of a WWII survivor 
(as a 20 year-old Bomber 
Command skipper). He left it 
with a ‘full blue’ football blazer 
which he was wearing when 
he was knocked off his motor 
bike as he left Perth Oval after 
scoring a century for the North 
Perth Cricket Club. A Scotch 
College classmate admitted 
him for the amputation of a 
mangled leg. This black and 

white photo shows him on 
the hospital balcony a week 
later at the tea break of a two 
day game. By arrangement 
with the captain, he waved a 
white sheet and the assembled 
team waved back their 
encouragement. Ron left WA 
not long after being fitted with 
a very basic artificial leg. This 
early departure was to honour 
a previous Public Service 
graduate employment offer 
in Canberra. There was a 21 
gun salute on his arrival. Ron’s 
MA (Economics) from UWA 
was obtained in 1968 as an 
(unsupervised) external student. 
His subsequent working 
life included responsibility 
at senior executive level for 
Australia’s National Accounts, 
four years secondment as 
Papua New Guinea’s first 
National Statistician, lecturing 

1940s
Edward Fletcher (BSc 1947) 
retired in 1990, after 40 years 
technical service in the paint 
industry. He joined the volunteer 
staff at the Aviation Heritage 
Museum in Bull Creek and has 
completed 20 years service as 
their librarian and research officer. 
Edward was awarded an OAM 
last June, for the preservation, 
collection and publication of the 
West Australian Aviation History. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at shetland@iprimus.com.au

1950s

grad briefs

Keep in touch!
“Grad Briefs – they’re the first thing I read,” writes one graduate. “They often remind me of former classmates and 
colleagues and have enabled me to repair and resume long-lost friendships,” writes poet, author and graduate 
William Grono. That’s what Grad Briefs networking is all about, so let us know where you are, what you’re doing 
and put us in the picture: hard copy (which we’ll return on request), digital image (tif or jpeg file at 300 dpi). Email 
to terry.larder@uwa.edu.au or post to Terry Larder, The University of Western Australia, M427, 35 Stirling Highway, 
Crawley, WA 6009. We’d love to hear from you.

at the UN Statistical Institute 
for Asia and the Pacific 
in Tokyo; a senior officer 
exchange with New Zealand 
Department of Statistics and 
other national advisory and 
training appointments ranging 
from Mongolia to Jamaica (23 
countries in all). He was 86 
last September and lives in 
Canberra. Former classmates 
can contact him at www.
octosangle.wordpress.com

Simon Creek (BA 1994) is 
Managing Director and Head of 
Private Client Services at HHG 
Legal Group. With offices in West 
Perth, Albany, Denmark and Mt 
Barker, Simon writes that HHG 
recently was awarded a WA 
Business News Rising Star award 
and now has a team of over 70 
professionals. (colour photo)

Sandra Stevenson (BSc(Hons) 
1994) is a Scientific Research 
Associate/Lab Manager with 
Biomedical Sciences at Curtin 
University of Technology. She 
has been based at Royal Perth 
Hospital since graduating over 10 
years ago. Sandra writes that she 
is looking forward to retiring soon.

Ian Healey (LLB 1996; LLM 
2002) has been the Property 
Manager for the Uniting Church 
of WA since March 2009. He 
previously worked for seven years 
with the specialist family law firm, 
Elizabeth Wiese & Associates 
in Fremantle. He is married with 
two young daughters. Former 
classmates can contact Ian at 
iheals@hotmail.com. 

Su Peing Ng (MB BS 1996) 
writes that she has been 
transferred to Glaxo Smith Kline, 
Singapore, as their Regional 
Director and Head of Medical 
Affairs for the Asia Pacific region. 
Former classmates can contact 
her at supeing@yahoo.com. 

Tahnee Davies (BA 1998; LLB 
1998) is on maternity leave 
with her second daughter. She 
works for the Aboriginal Legal 
Service and previously was an 
Associate to Federal Court Judge 
Nicholson. Former classmates 
can contact Tahnee at tdavies@
iinet.net.au

Gina Ambrosini (MPH 1999; 
PhD 2008) is now based at the 
UK Medical Research Council in 
Cambridge, studying the dietary 
determinants of childhood obesity. 
She writes that she continues 
working in research collaborations 
with UWA and the Telethon 
Institute for Child Health Research 
in Perth. Former classmates can 
contact her at Gina.Ambrosini@
mrc-hnr.cam.ac.uk 

2000
Mudiyati Rahmatunnisa (PhD 
2005) lectures at Padjadjaran 
University in Bandung, Indonesia. 
Former classmates can contact 
her at midiyati@yahoo.com 

Rachel Meade (BHlthSc 2009) 
writes that she is working as the 
Community Education Officer 
for Sports Medicine Australia in 
their Safer Sport program. Rachel 
also works at the Perth Football 
Club as a sports trainer. She is 

Bruce Rudeforth (BSc 1951) 
was previously the Laboratory 
Manager for UWA’s Zoology 
Department. He is retired and 
lives in Blenheim, New Zealand. 
Former classmates can contact 
him at bruce22@slingshot.co.nz

1960s

Marina Foster (née Oreb-Kare)
(BA 1965; DipEd 1973) taught 
English for 28 years and now 
works as an editor for WestOne.

Lindsay Smith (BEd 1968; BA 
1975; MEd 1982) writes that 
after many years as a secondary 
teacher, he transferred to TAFE 
eventually becoming the Head of 
TAFE curriculum. Lindsay retired 
from this position in 1997 and is 
now active as a volunteer with 
the City of Perth information 
service and the school volunteer 
program. He has two children 
and two grandchildren. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
lirsmith@bigpond.com

1980s
Brian O’Donnell (BCom 1985) is 
Director, Finance and Investments 
for the Australian Capital Equity 
(ACE) group. He has been 
employed by ACE since 1996 and 
has been a director of the parent 
company since 2001. Brian is 
also a director of Landis & Gyr 
Holdings AG, Iron Ore Holdings 
Limited, Landfill Gas & Power Pty 
Ltd and the Fremantle Football 
Club.

1990s
David Benney (BEc 1993) and 
Emma Benney (née Griffin)
(BCom 1993) have two young 
children and they live in Nedlands. 
After 10 years in advisory 
stockbroking including three years 
with Deutsche Bank in London, 
David has now moved into the 
financial planning industry. He is 
the principal owner at Godfrey 
Pembroke Subiaco, specialising in 
direct equities management.
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planning a four-week European 
holiday at the end of this year. 
Former classmates can contact 
her at rachel_meade22@hotmail.
com

Fernando Saragih (MBA 
2009) writes that he is currently 
working as a Compliance 
Manager for Barclays Bank in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. He is eager 
to return to Perth and is trying 
to find employment with visa 
sponsorship. Former classmates 
can contact Fernando at 
ucok2207@yahoo.com

Paul Townsend (DipEd 2000) 
writes that after graduating he 
returned to Japan where he 
had been teaching English at 
a private language school from 
1994-98. He currently teaches 
part-time at Shinshu University 
in Matsumoto and also at a 
private high school. He married 
in 2004 to a Japanese national 
and they have a four year-old 
son. He also writes that he 
enjoys living in the Nagano 
Prefecture, but depending on 
the employment situation the 
family might return to Australia 
sometime in the future. Former 
classmates can contact Paul 
at easy-10moko@nifty.com 

Carmen Tutor (GradCertMgt 
2001; GradDipBA 2002) is 
a Real Estate Executive at 
Caporn Young, Claremont. 
She developed an interest in 
interior design during her 14 
years managing the technical 
services division of the All 
Season Hotel chain and as co-
director of Atrium Management, 
which managed the Atrium 
Hotel, in Mandurah. She is a 
member of the Nedlands Golf 
Club, founding member of the 
University Club and member 
of the Australian Institute 
of Management. Former 
classmates can contact her at 
carmenpt@iinet.net.au

Federico Fuentes (BA 2005) 
writes that he has returned 
to Perth after spending three 
years working for the Centro 
International Miranda, a research 
foundation with the Venezuelan 
Ministry of University Education. 
He was Head of a research group 
on popular participation in public 
management and has co-written 
two books on the subject.

Alissa Ng (BA 2009) is 
completing her Honour’s degree 
in Political Science at the 
University of Melbourne. Former 
classmates can contact her at 
alissa2112@gmail.com 

Carmen Sng Yen Yen (BEd/
BSc 2009) is currently working 
as a Mathematics teacher at 
Perth College, Mt Lawley. Former 
classmates can contact Carmen 
at carmensng9@gmail.com 

Evan Wong (BE(Hons) 2009) 
spent six months in Shanghai and 
travelled around China after his 
graduation. He is now working 
in IT and lives in Sydney. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
evan@plixt.com

Liliana Balaguera Cortes 
(BSc 2010) is completing her 
Honours degree at UWA’s 
School of Sport Science, 
Exercise and Health and writes 
that so far this has been the 
most rewarding year of her 
tertiary studies.

navigating the world of parenting
UWA graduate Jo Jackson King believes that being a parent is the 
most important – and daunting – job in the world. “After all, as parents 
our role is to ensure our kids become the best people they can be: 
happy and resilient,” she says.

Living on a remote station near Cue, the writer, farmer and occupational 
therapist has three children whom she educates at home with support 
from School of the Air.  Like many parents, Jo turned to parenting 
books for guidance but found their advice contradictory and confusing, 
so she did her own research on how to navigate parenting and the 
result is the very readable Raising the Best Possible Child. 

Like her previous bestselling book The Station at Austin Downs it was 
published by ABC/Harper Collins books.

“In this book I’ve put everything I could find about how children learn 
to learn, think, move, talk, read, make friends, concentrate, empathise 
and, above all else, recover from setbacks and become transformed by 
adversity into the person they want to be. It is also the story of my own 
journey through the research (including some from UWA) and how it 
profoundly changed the way I parent my children,” write the graduate.

“To write the book, which took six years, required a return to University 
to research it. The UWA library was once more home – albeit remotely 
as I’m still living on Austin Downs – through the Combined Universities 
Centre in Geraldton. The Centre was very pleased with the 120,000 
word synthesis of the child development literature I initially produced – 
not so the publisher. Thank heavens for the time and space to reflect, 
reflect, reflect that I have out here! One total rewrite and restructure 
later and the book is now both cutting edge scientifically and enjoyable 
reading for the layperson.”

The book is available at all major booksellers and ABC Shops.

UWA graduate Jo Jackson King at Austin Downs station with her sons 
Tim (nearly 13), Sam (10) and Rafael (5)

A musical road less travelled
If you’re a Buster Keaton fan, you 
will know The General, the 1920s 
silent comedy featuring a love-struck 
engineer who must venture behind 
enemy lines during the American Civil 
War to save his girlfriend. 

“I fell in love with it and began to 
get ideas for additional soundtrack 
music,” recalls UWA graduate Kathy 
Corecig. “I wanted to convey the civil 
war setting as well as have scope for a 
more contemporary ‘band’ sound.”

Kathy invited cellist Tristen Parr, 
drummer Pete Guazzelli and band 
leader and guitarist Mace Francis to 
join her in a group called Viola Dana. 
The new soundtrack premiered 

at the 2009 Revelation Perth International Film Festival and another 
performance is planned for 17 October when the film is screened at 
Kidogo Arthouse in Fremantle.  

“This is among my most memorable musical experiences,” recalls the 
UWA graduate. “I hadn’t realised that completing and rehearsing a work 
was only part of it. Sharing it with an audience was amazing and made 
me realise I’d like to make composition part of what I do, in addition to 
performance.”

The Viola Dana musicians are keen to perform more film soundtracks 
and Kathy is now working on a new soundtrack for Albert Lamorisse’s 
The Red Balloon.Following a Bachelor of Music in Jazz Performance 
from the WA Academy of Performing Arts with a BMus in Classical 
Performance from UWA, Kathy has pursued an unusual musical path. 

“At WAAPA I was considered an oddity for studying jazz on viola; at 
UWA I was the ‘jazz violist’ but being immersed in different musical 
worlds made me more aware of what is unique to each while developing 
my own musical personality,” she explains.

“I’ve been involved with amazing musicians – being part of the Chris 
Potter Underground performance at PIAF in 2008, being an Australian 
Chamber Orchestra Emerging Artist in 2006 and working with the Juniper 
Chamber Orchestra and the Sartory String Quartet. I may not have had 
the chance to do all this if I had followed a more traditional route.”

Kathy graduated in September, a doubly memorable occasion because 
her mother, Sandra Potter, graduated on the same night, being awarded 
an MA in History.

“UWA has been a great place for the two of us for quite a while!” 
says Kathy who teaches violin at Frederick Irwin Anglican School and 
Mandurah Catholic College. 
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Inventive, industrious – and prepared 
by Keith Sillitoe, Hills Sustainability writer 

UWA graduate Anna Wright is more than just an independent woman, 
she’s formidable! Inventive industrious and mildly hyperactive, she 
seldom stops, except for sleep and daily meditation.

Growing up in the bush with a 10 inch rainfall, Anna quickly appreciated 
that water is liquid gold. “Being the youngest of the family, I always had 
the first dip on bath night… by Dad’s turn the water looked like red-dust 
soup!” she recalls. 

As a child she developed a love of learning and a deep respect for 
nature – good foundations for an interesting and sustainable life. 

Water plays a big part in Anna’s life, be it windsurfing for fitness or 
working out new ways to conserve the resource. “Perth uses ten times 
the water it should,” says Anna, “I water the garden less each year and 
yet it continues to grow!” Her 96,000 litre rainwater tank supplies all 
domestic needs in a good year – so high pressure scheme water is held 
in reserve for Anna’s greatest passion: bushfire preparedness! More 
about that later. 

Trees shade her home in summer giving free cooling, but at the 
expense of being unable to install solar power, for electricity. She has 
had solar heated water since the early eighties. Bird netting (with rips 
for bees to access and pollinate) cover the substantial vegetable garden 
where garlic, spinach, potatoes (using a clever bin-stacking system) 
beetroot, strawberries, carrots, Tuscan cabbage, broccoli, cauli, chilli, 
peppers, spring onions, peas, artichokes, broad beans, and Anna’s 
favourite Jerusalem artichokes flourish! Anna reckons spinach is the 
most generous vegetable of all. 

Her secret to a no-dig garden is simple: spread manure, compost, then 
vege-mix soil on top (no mixing required), with intermittent fertilising. 
Bandicoots and frogs complete the idyllic picture.

Now to Anna’s main passion: finding herself deeply affected by the 
2003 Canberra bushfires, she has planned a highly developed bushfire 
management strategy to defend her property. 

“The evidence is that people who stick to a well-drilled plan tend to 
survive, the risky bit is to dither and leave late,” she says. Her bushfire 
bible is The Complete Australian Bushfire Book compiled by Joan 
Webster.

She recommends the potent and numerous survivor stories. “One is 
about a family who survived by simply getting under a woollen bed quilt 
which had been thoroughly watered. They survived the passage of the 
fire, though they lost their house,” recounts Anna. “The importance of 
wet wool cannot be over emphasised.”

Anna shakes her head at news images of people fighting fires in shorts, 
singlet and thongs! She has tailored the ultimate fire fighting fashion 
statement: a coat made from recycled woollen blanket. Complete with 
hood and Velcro fasteners, it is designed to be worn sopping wet! 
Goggles, mask and heavy duty gloves are stored in deep pockets and it 
all hangs in the porch… waiting. 

Anna’s hills home has a two storey skirt of aluminium mesh across the 
first floor back verandah and roll up binds of the same material adorn 
every window. The evaporative air-conditioner sports a mesh cover – all 
made by her over the years. These ‘protective clothes for the home’ are 
all but invisible in the scheme of things! She emphasises the amazing 
properties of the mesh blinds in reducing radiant heat and its ability to 
prevent windows breaking and so keep embers from blowing in.

Anna studied Medicine at UWA, then added diplomas in Internal 
Medicine and Pathology. She now works part-time as a GP 
psychotherapist.

Medal for UWA researcher
Emeritus Professor Don Bradshaw is the most recent recipient of the 
Kelvin Medal, awarded every four years by the Royal Society of Western 
Australia Inc., in recognition of his contribution to science in Western 
Australia. 

Don has worked extensively both in Australia and overseas, 
focussing on the ways in which different animals adapt to harsh 
desert environments. This has meant studying animals in their natural 
environment rather than in the laboratory and it is this eco-physiological 
approach that has proven successful in combating the problem of the 
loss of biodiversity faced by Australian animals. 

Don has retired from active research at UWA, but continues his work 
with conservation of threatened species, particularly in the south-west 
of WA. As a biodiversity ‘hot-spot’, this area is a challenge for local 
government in providing a balance between an increase in development 
and the resulting loss of biodiversity. Don’s understanding of the 
particular needs of species has enabled him, as Deputy-Chair of the 
Shire of Augusta-Margaret River’s Sustainability Advisory Committee, to 
guide the Shire’s policies towards biodiversity conservation.

Photographed with Don is Dr Lynne Milne, President of the Royal 
Society of WA, Inc. and Professor Lyn Beazley AO FTSE, Chief Scientist 
of WA, who presented the medal. 

Retiring – to travel!
UWA graduate Libby Lloyd and Robert van Koesveld are inveterate 
travellers and their quest to discover new and exciting places to write 
about and photograph has accelerated since they became semi-retired. 

Libby, an Adjunct Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Medicine and an 
occasional lecturer in the School of Social Work, graduated with a BA 
and a Diploma in Social Work in l964. Robert, a psychotherapist, now 
focuses on photography as the couple have travelled through Laos, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, China, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, India, Malaysia, 
Mali, Morocco, Cuba and Europe. 

Right now they are celebrating the publication of their handsome 
book on the scenic and social delights of Bhutan. Their professional 
backgrounds allow the couple to add insights to an absorbing 
narrative that depicts the world’s newest democracy – recognised for 
its commitment to ‘gross national happiness’ – in transition as it moves 
from a traditional to a modern society. 

Bhutan Heartland, Travels in the Land of the Thunder Dragon is 
available at the Co-op Bookshop and other major book stores and is 
published by Fremantle Press.
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* Unicredit will waive up to $600 of standard loan establishment costs on new standard variable home loans with loan funding greater than $150,000.  Government fees such 
as Landgate title search and registration still apply.  Offer subject to change and expires on 31/12/10. Terms, conditions, fees, charges and normal lending criteria apply and 
are available on application. Please refer to our Fees and Charges Schedule, available from any Unicredit branch. The University Credit Society Ltd. AFSL244168. 1 Unicredit 
members with a home loan over $150,000 will not pay Direct ATM fees on any ATM in Australia. Visa & Overseas ATM withdrawal fees apply.    2 Minimum loan redraw $1000.   

Unicredit (WA) - The University Credit Society Ltd - www.unicredit.com.au 
 at UWA, Curtin, Murdoch and 80 Broadway, Nedlands - Ph (08) 9389 1011

It All Comes Back to You
Unicredit is a mutual banking organisation, which means 
profits are retained to benefit all members. These benefits 
are channelled back to our home loan members in 4 ways:

Better personal service
Unicredit members are provided a personal lending 
consultant, who can tailor your lending for the lowest cost 
and the best flexibility.

Better standard variable rates
Our standard variable rate is better than the banks. Just refer 
to our website to see how much money you can save. 

Better flexibility
Life is never simple, so we make sure that our loans are 
flexible enough to deal with your changing financial needs. 
Unicredit’s variable home loan allows extra repayments at 
any time - and then, unlimited free redraws when you want 
to use those funds.  

Lower costs 
No deferred or hidden fees...

Unicredit Home Loans - NO! Fees *
 standard  now 
Establishment $ 200.00 $ 0 
Property Valuation $ 184.50 $ 0 
Security Lodgement $ 183.25 $ 0 
Settlement cheques $ 24.00 $ 0
 -----------
SAVING YOU $ 591.75 on standard costs

We’ll pay all your standard loan costs (up  
to $600). This will cover the entire cost of  
mortgaging most existing properties under  
$1m in the metro area, leaving you just to  
cover the Government Landgate costs. * 

Unicredit Home Loans

Unicredit Home Loans
- No Ongoing Fees 
- No Fee or cap on loan redraws 2 
- Free split with Fixed or Equity Access 
- No ATM Fees on any ATM in Australia 1

For information on Unicredit’s flexible home 
loans, phone the WA Lending Centre on 9389 
1011 or refer to:  www.unicredit.com.au
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Thanks to the support of more than 1,000 individual and company donors, including our Associate Circle and Affiliate Circle donors, the 
Business School has established 26 new scholarships, 10 new prizes, 2 new Professorial Chairs, and 4 new Visiting Professor and Fellow programs.
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2009 Business School Board

“We welcome and greatly appreciate the generous support that many companies and individuals have 
given to invest in the future of business education, provide opportunities for our students and increase the 
capabilities of the workforce in our state.”                                           – Professor Tracey Horton, Dean of the Business School

To contribute to developing business education 
for the Western Australian community, please 
contact Melissa Callanan on (08) 6488 5834.

Gold Corporate Circle Members Silver Corporate Circle Members

Major Partners

International Investment and Trading

Principal Partners

Supporting Partners

WestNet Infrastructure Group

Leadership Circle
Dr Michael Chaney AO
Rick Crabb 
Denis Cullity AO CMG & Ann Cullity AM
Trevor Eastwood AM & Judy Eastwood
Sir Rod Eddington
Andrew Frazer
David MacKinlay
James & Meredith McClements 
Dr Stan Perron AM & Jean Perron
Dr John Poynton AM
Don Voelte & Nancy Keegan
John Willinge & Melina Higgins
Futuris Corporation
Mannkal Economic Education Foundation
McCusker Charitable Foundation

Directors Circle
Mark & Paige Barnaba
Craig Coleman
Adrian & Michela Fini
Richard & Janine Goyder
Dr David Griffiths & Julanne Griffiths
Professor Tracey Horton & Jonathan Horton
Dr Anthony Howarth AO & Sally Howarth
Mark & Carissa Paganin
Brad Rosser
Clinical Professor Fiona Wood AM
Criterion Properties
Entrust Private Wealth Management

Executive Circle
Robyn Ahern & Family
Anthony Barton 
Ian Burvill
Neil Hamilton 
James & Cate Mactier
Professor Larry Sjaastad
Heather Zampatti
Akamai Management Group
HBF Health Funds Inc

Investors Circle
Tony Adcock 
Robert & Nancy Browning 
Warren Coli 
Karen Field 
Warwick Hemsley & Family
Dr Patricia Kailis AM OBE
Tim Lyons 
Gene Tilbrook 
Alan Roughead
aussiehome.com
BT Financial Group
GEM Consulting
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