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M E M B E R

UWA graduate Michael Sheldrick with 
philanthropist/graduate Andrew Forrest  
and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon  
at the Global Citizen Festival in New York 
(see Global activist tackles global poverty) 33

Graduate Tim Minchin accepts his  
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters  
from UWA Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney 2
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While enjoying international plaudits and awards through a musical  
career that has taken him from campus productions to his hugely 
successful Matilda – currently playing in New York and London –  
UWA Arts graduate Tim Minchin was clearly in his element when he 
returned to the campus recently. 

Donning a crimson academic gown and planting a mortar board  
on his famously wild mane, the UWA graduate chatted with Vice-
Chancellor Paul Johnson and Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney before 
delivering what must be one of the stand-out Occasional Addresses to 
be heard in historic Winthrop Hall. If you’d like to listen in, here’s the link 
news.uwa.edu.au/node/6069

The London-based performer was here to accept an Honorary Degree 
of Doctor of Letters for his contribution to the arts. The lyricist, comedian, 
actor and writer, who has been described as “sublimely talent, witty,  
smart and unabashedly offensive”, made time in a busy schedule to join 
225 graduates receiving degrees in this Centenary Year celebration. 

With his smash-hit Matilda receiving a record seven Olivier Awards,  
Tim is now working on a musical feature film for DreamWorks Animation. 
He previously teamed up with fellow graduate, artist and film-maker Shaun 
Tan, to narrate The Lost Thing, which won the 2011 Oscar for  
best animated short film.

UNIVIEW ran a profile on this graduate in the Summer 2013 issue  
and you can read it by visiting: publishing.uwa.edu.au

New century, new landmark

While Perth reconfigures its 
cityscape as the centre of a 
powerhouse region, the State’s 
first university – celebrating its 
Centenary Year – is reshaping a 
campus long acknowledged as 
a capital city landmark.

In this issue you will read of 
a proposed Indigenous cultures 
museum that will transform the 
north-west corner of UWA (see 
page 12). Already a reality is the  
new University Hall officially 
opened in August that  
adds an impressive student 
residential facility to the 
campus. And the new hall’s 
eye-catching contemporary 
tower provides an architectural 
link – and an interesting 
counterpoint – to Winthrop 
Hall’s well-loved tower.     

At the official opening, 
guests, staff and students 
witnessed UWA Chancellor 
Dr Michael Chaney unveiling a 
commemorative plaque at the 
former Currie Hall site opposite 
UWA.  It was a moment 
that signified the University’s 
ongoing commitment to 
provide a world-class tertiary 
study experience for domestic 
and international students.

Dr Chaney said the success 
of top universities such as 
Harvard and the California 
Institute of Technology – where 
more than 90 per cent of 
students live on campus – 
reflects the benefit of residential 
college study.  

The Chancellor thanked the 
Federal and State Governments 
for helping UWA expand this 

vital capacity to provide quality 
student accommodation at 
an affordable cost through the 
publicly-funded National Rental 
Affordability Scheme (NRAS). 

The NRAS places 
particularly benefit Indigenous 
Australians, those from rural 
and isolated areas of the State 
and with low socio-economic 
status, students with a 
disability and women enrolled 
in non-traditional disciplines. 

“This addition is the most 
significant event in the long 
and proud history of the hall 
since its founding in 1946,” 
said Dr Chaney. “Achieving this 
milestone today is testament 
to the many people involved – 
including contractor Probuild, 
architect HASSELL and a huge 
number of UWA staff.”

The opening of the new 
$72 million residential facility 
offering more than 500 new 
self-contained studio and one-
bedroom apartments was the 
latest in a series of landmark 
events throughout the State 
to celebrate UWA’s 2013 
Centenary Year. 

Students have in fact 
been enjoying the facilities 
at University Hall since 
earlier this year – along with 
the camaraderie that has 
been generated within its 
multicultural community –  
see A warm UWA (and 
Caribbean) welcome (page 38). 

For more information  
on University Hall, visit  
the website: unihall. uwa.
edu.au

Top: Quality residential accommodation is on offer at University Hall 
(Photo: ©Douglas Mark Black/HASSELL)

Above: Celebrating the official opening of University Hall 
(L–R): Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney, Vice-Chancellor Professor  
Paul Johnson, Senator for Western Australia Sue Lines,  
Housing Minister Bill Marmion, Director UWA Student Residences  
Chris Massey and University Hall Lead Residential Advisor  
Joshoa Tussler

Celebrated music-maker back on campus

UWA graduate Tim Minchin receives his honorary degree
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While internationally recognised for his pioneering research on 
cancer immunology and asbestos diseases, Winthrop Professor 
Bruce Robinson is also a family man and co-founder of The 
Fathering Foundation. His wise words on the challenges and 
pleasures of fathering have resulted in a series of best-selling 
books: Daughters and their Dads, Fathering from the Fast Lane 
and The Blue Book of Tips for Fathers and Father-Figures. And it 
was this work as a lecturer in parenting over 20 years – at schools, 
workplaces and community groups – that saw him named Western 
Australian of the Year earlier this year. He also won the Business 
and Professions Award. 

These accolades join an Order of Australia in recognition of 
Professor Robinson’s significant service to medicine and the 
community, awarded earlier this year. The School of Medicine and 
Pharmacology researcher co-leads a team that has made many 
discoveries, including the first blood test for mesothelioma. His 
team has also conducted many world-first treatments, including 
Australia’s first cancer gene therapy trial. 

As Director of the National Centre for Asbestos-related 
Diseases, the UWA graduate pioneered the world’s first effective 
chemotherapy treatment for mesothelioma. 

At the same award ceremony, UWA graduate Michael Sheldrick 
became the WA Young Australian of the Year for his anti-poverty 
campaigning. You can read about his activism (nurtured on 
campus) that today takes him around the world. (see Global activist 
tackles global poverty).

Tim Minchin was not the 
only celebrated musician to 
return to campus recently. 
School of Music graduate 
Craig Ogden has taken his 
mastery of classical guitar 
to an international audience. 
His many recordings have 
seen him take the number 
one spot in the UK classical 
charts in recent years and he 
has performed concertos with 
all of the main UK orchestras 
and internationally. He has also 
been heard on BBC Radio 
3 and on ABC Classic FM in 
Australia. Craig is Principal 
Lecturer in Guitar at the Royal 
Northern College of Music 
in Manchester and Visiting 
Lecturer at London’s Royal 
College of Music.

Recently the graduate 
teamed up with fellow 
graduate and percussionist 
extraordinaire Paul Tanner  
(who teaches in the School 
of Music) for a series of 
concerts in the Callaway Music 
Auditorium. The final concert is 
on October 18 at 7pm.

For more information on 
School of Music concerts visit: 
music.uwa.edu.au/concerts

More musical notes

Professor Bruce Robinson at the Celebrate WA award ceremony 
(Photo: Celebrate WA)

A new study has found 
innovation in seaweed research 
– for food and biofuels – would 
be boosted by a partnership 
between a research-intensive 
country such as Australia and a 
production-intensive nation such 
as our neighbour, Indonesia.

Winthrop Professor Carlos 
Duarte, Director of UWA’s 
Oceans Institute and colleague 
Dr Ylva Olsen, together with 
the Spanish National Research 
Council, analysed seaweed 
patents registered between 
1980 and 2009. They found 
that Japan, China and Korea 
accounted for 84 per cent 
of seaweed patents, a figure 
much higher than other 
Asian countries such as the 
Philippines, Indonesia and 
Vietnam, which are also among 
the world’s top producers of 
this type of algae, with few or 
no patents.

“The results of our research 
suggest that Australia and 

countries such as Indonesia 
could combine to propel 
innovation in seaweed 
aquaculture and biotechnology 
beyond the capacity of each 
nation separately,” Professor 
Duarte says.

Indonesian alliance could boost seaweed innovation

Professor Carlos Duarte

Our Western Australians of the Year

The hunt is on for this 
year’s most gifted junior 
mathematicians! 

UWA and the Western 
Australian Mathematical 
Olympiad Committee are 
organising the November 2 
contest that will be hosted  
by this University. 

Winthrop Professor Cheryl 
Praeger from the UWA School 
of Mathematics and Statistics 
has long been associated with 
the annual contest and WA high 
schools are encouraged to enter 
a team. Registration forms must 
be in by October 25. 

For more information, visit 
the website: enrichmaths.
sponsored.uwa.edu.au/
home/wajo

We have a profile on 
Professor Praeger, one of 
the world’s most highly-cited 
mathematicians, in this issue, 
along with an insight into how 
UWA is battling a challenging 
mathematical problem. 

When appointed a professor 
in 1983, Professor Praeger was 
this University’s second female 
professor. Things are very 
different now: today UWA has 
54 female Winthrop Professors 
and 81 Professors.

Maths whizzes  
gather at UWA

Professor Praeger

Dr Ruth Thornton of UWA’s 
School of Paediatrics and Child 
Health is part of a team whose 
findings could tackle hearing 
loss in Indigenous communities 
and reduce the need for 
antibiotics and surgery. 

Dr Thornton was one of 
the national finalists – the 
only one from WA – in the 
Australia-wide 2013 Fresh 
Science competition that drew 
60 early-career scientists from 
across the nation. Her team 

discovered that sticky nets 
of DNA hide the bacteria in 
the ears of kids with recurrent 
middle-ear infections, 
evading antibiotic treatment. 
Researchers are targeting 
these nets with a drug that has 
already proven its ability to help 
children with cystic fibrosis by 
breaking up thick secretions 
in their lungs. The UWA study 
was published in the online 
journal Plos One and clinical 
trials are now underway. 

Glue ear mystery solved
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Agricultural scientists understand 
that collaborative, multi-
disciplinary research will be vital 
if the world’s population is to be 
fed sustainably in future. And it 
was just such a collaboration – 
between researchers, extension 
staff and land managers across 
southern Australia, and involving 
UWA, the CSIRO and the 
South Australian Research and 
Development Institute – that won 
the Enrich project team a Eureka 
Prize recently.

Known as the ‘Oscars’ of the 
science world, the awards recognize ground-breaking research 
– in this case a sustainable grazing system using native perennial 
shrubs to feed livestock. UWA researchers from the School of 
Animal Biology and the Institute of Agriculture researched the 
chemistry of native plants as part of the Enrich project. 

It is this sort of innovative research that drew young and old to 
the UWA Future Farm Field Day at Pingelly recently. The Future 
Farm 2050 is a large-scale, multi-disciplinary laboratory for 
advanced research into farming systems.

Established in 2009, the Future Farm is based on a 1600-hectare 
farm near Pingelly. Its mission is to develop a profitable mixed-
enterprise operation at the cutting edge of practical technology. The 
farm draws on expertise in agricultural science, resource economics, 
architecture and landscape architecture, electronic engineering, solar 
energy, wildlife ecology, and plant ecology. For more information visit: 
ioa.uwa.edu.au/future-farm-2050 

Eureka Prize for agricultural scientists

Ochre dancers working on a new production (Photo: Matt Galligan) 

China collaboration 
helps sporting injuries 

Collaboration between UWA 
researchers and Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University Medical School 
will see Chinese patients taking 
part in clinical trials of innovative 
tendon surgery.

Researchers from UWA’s 
School of Surgery and 
Orthopaedic Research Unit 
developed the surgical 
treatment – autologous 
tendocyte implantation – a 
simple and effective procedure 
for hard-to-treat tendon 
injuries common in athletes 
as well as elderly people. The 
process involves extracting 
cells from a patient’s healthy 
tendons, growing new tendon 
tissue and then implanting it 
back into the patient at the 
injured site, according to 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Gerard Hardisty. It is one of 
many research collaborations 
that are currently strengthening 
ties between UWA and leading 
universities in China. 

UWAP partners in 
desert writing project

UWA Publishing, the Northern 
Territory Writers’ Centre and 
the South Australia Writers’ 
Centre have received the 
Australia Council’s Special 
Publishing Grant for their 
collaborative Desert Writing 
project. The one-off annual 
grant valued at $50,000 is 
awarded to large, innovative 
publishing projects that 
contribute to the development 
of Australian culture. The 
collaboration was developed 
to celebrate desert regions 
and their people. “This is 
wonderful news,” says UWAP 
Director Terri-ann White, “and 
our chosen mentors in this 
collaboration are perfectly 
placed to uncover richly 
nuanced voices in these 
remote regions.”

Uniview’s winter feature on 
UWA graduates in Afghanistan 
stirred much interest, so it will 
be good to welcome featured 
diplomat and songwriter, Iain 
‘Fred’ Smith back to Western 
Australia later this year. 

After a final stint in southern 
Afghanistan, Fred is embarking 
on a pre-Christmas Australian 
tour, including concerts in 
Perth and Albany. He was the 
subject of an Australian Story 
episode on ABC 1 on October 
14. You can visit his website 
at: fredsmith.com.au.

For further information about 
the WA tour, contact UWA 
graduate Ian Lilburne at ian.
lilburne@iinet.net.au

Engineering the future
Seven UWA graduates 
have been named among 
Australia’s top 100 most 
influential engineers for 2013. 
They are Alan Cransberg 
of Alcoa of Australia; John 
Flecker, Brookfield Multiplex 
Australasia; Bill Marmion, WA 
Government Minister for Mines 
and Petroleum and Minister 
for Housing; Sue Murphy, 
Water Corporation of WA; 
David Robinson, McConnell 
Dowell; Hamish Tyrwhitt, 
Leighton Holdings; and Rob 
Velletri, Monadelphous. All are 
graduates of UWA’s Faculty of 
Engineering, Computing and 
Mathematics (ECM).

This is the 10th year that 
Engineers Australia has 
published its annual list of the 
top 100 engineers and new 
selection criteria – including 
a new category called 
‘community’ – reflect the 
sectors of society and industry 
that engineers influence. 

Engineering (and Mining) 
was a founding Faculty at 
UWA. The first Faculty chair 
was Professor Hubert Edwin 
Whitfeld, who had managed a 
goldmine at Sandstone in WA’s 
Murchison. 

ECM Dean Winthrop 
Professor John Dell said 
having seven UWA graduates 
in the top 100 confirmed 
the fact that the Faculty was 
producing graduates and 
research to change the world. 

The UWA campus offers an exceptional range of theatrical and 
musical offerings that draw the community to our recital halls, 
theatres and galleries, and this was recently extended with the 
welcome addition of a new Aboriginal dance company.

The Ochre Contemporary Dance Company has taken up 
residence in the Old Masonic Hall on Broadway as part of UWA’s 
Cultural Precinct.  Its mission is to provide a platform to promote 
and sustain Aboriginal culture, while providing creative pathways 
for artists. 

“We’re taking advantage of the incredible resource that is the 
University, right outside our back door,” says Ochre’s Founding 
Director Louise Howden-Smith.

Winthrop Professor Ted Snell, Director of the Cultural Precinct, 
says the company’s presence, along with the ARTLAAB gallery for 
students from the School of Architecture, Landscape and Visual 
Arts, have transformed the venue into “Masonic Contemporary,  
a hub for creative expression on campus”.

“Over time it will become an important showcase for the work 
of staff, students and the community,” he adds. 

The dance group will perform at the Studio Underground in 
the State Theatre Centre on October 17 – 19.

Ochre makes its debut on campus 

UWA graduate Fred Smith 
performing in Afghanistan

Singing diplomat  
back on campus
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In the 21st century’s globalised world, Translation Studies 
has emerged as an important field of academic study and 
professional application. In response UWA will be offering a  
new Masters of Translation Studies in 2014. The course has 
been created to give postgraduate students a world-class, 
accredited program in contemporary translation studies  
between English and Chinese, French, German and Italian. 

Dr Meng Ji, convenor of the degree (and herself fluent in 
Chinese, Spanish, Japanese and English), describes it as the 
best possible mix of cutting-edge scholarship and practical, 
professional training. The degree is able to draw on UWA’s  
partnerships with top ranked universities in Shanghai, Beijing 
and across Europe. All students will have a period of study at a 
partner university, and experience an internship in the language 
services industry, either in Australia or overseas. For more 
details on this two-year full time course or five-year part time, 
visit: www.arts.uwa.edu.au/courses/postgrad/coursework/
mastranslation_supp

Not lost in translation

A world-class tertiary degree in advanced business leadership will 
take just 12 months to complete when UWA introduces a new 
Master of Business Administration intensive study program in 
2015. The UWA Business School’s new fast-tracked cohort-based 
MBA is the first to be offered by any WA university and will suit 
overseas students, company-sponsored or scholarship winners 
and others seeking a career change.

Perth business leader Dr Mark Barnaba who chairs the  
School’s board, says the new delivery mode has full industry 
backing: “Employers across industry are demanding MBA 
graduates who have skills and experience to perform from day  
one. This program means graduates can take on leadership  
roles anywhere in the world.”

And in many different spheres, the graduate might have added. 
One of UWA’s part-time MBA students, Matthew Pavlich, has been 
using his leadership skills to good effect on the football field – and 
Fremantle Dockers fans across Australia have been applauding! 

The Dockers captain is proud to have completed a Bachelor of 
Science undergraduate degree from UWA, and is now undertaking 
a postgraduate MBA program at the University. 

The Business School’s MBA students are often mid-career 
and work across a range of industries, including government, 
resources, health, engineering, arts and sport—so there are many 
demands on their time. Finding time for postgraduate study can 
be difficult, which is why flexible full-time or part-time MBA courses 
are offered, with weeknight and weekend classes. Students can 
choose to complete between one and four units each trimester,  
or even study intensively or take a break for a trimester—UWA 
really accommodate individual needs in a variety of ways.

Business School introduces a new MBA

Business School Chair  
Dr Mark Barnaba

Making WA’s offshore oil and 
gas platforms safer and more 
stable has won Winthrop 
Professor Mark Cassidy the 
only 2013 Australian Laureate 
awarded in this State. The 
Director of UWA’s Centre for 
Offshore Foundation Systems 
has accepted one of 17 
Australian Laureate Fellowships 
worth more than $3 million for 

his project: New frontiers in 
offshore geotechnics: securing 
Australia’s energy future. 

“Offshore gas lies at 
the heart of Australia’s 
prosperity with $120 billion 
of infrastructure under 
construction,” says Professor 
Cassidy. “But the future of 
offshore gas requires new 
technology to safely build 

offshore foundations in our 
problematic soils. This project 
will provide engineers with 
science-based tools to unlock 
the natural gas stranded in our 
deep oceans,” says Professor 
Cassidy who is also Deputy 
Director of the ARC Centre of 
Excellence for Geotechnical 
and Science Engineering. Professor Mark Cassidy

UWA’s 2013 Australian Laureate

UWA’s Lawrence Wilson Art 
Gallery is offering a range of 
exhibitions over the next few 
months. Bliss, an exhibition 
in two parts, focuses on new 
painting, photography and 
objects in the Maller Gallery, 
while new video art takes 
centre stage in the adjacent 
PRO/JECT space. The 
exhibition considers how  
artists create an ideal reality, 
and those involved offer 
imaginative responses to  
the everyday (October 12  
– December 14).

Stan Hopewell: God is Love 
runs over the same period  
and is the unfolding story of  
a remarkable artist. When  
his wife became seriously  
ill in 2003, Stan (80) began  
to paint, making a pact with 
God to keep Joyce alive 
through artworks. The artist’s 
certainty and faith have  
been the catalyst for this 
unique exhibition. 

Also on show until mid-
December are People who 
you cannot meet face to face 
featuring ‘bush dolls’ from the 
Cruthers Collection, and Little 
paintings, big stories, which 
explores the interrelationship 
between people, country and 
stories through ‘gossip songs’ 
from the Goulburn Islands 

and adjacent mainland of the 
Northern Territory. 

For exhibition details, visit 
lwgallery.uwa.edu.au

Cultural Precinct attractions

Singing for the Dijalmung 
Snake-Man Spirit, by Balirbalir, 
Kunwinjku language, Goulburn 
Island, Western Arnhem Land 
NT. Ochre on stringybark,  
62 x 38.5 cm. RM and CH 
Berndt Collection, 1947

A new super-strong ceramic 
developed by UWA researchers 
may enable power plant 
operators to save money on 
delays and costly repairs, 
and may prolong the life of 
expensive mining equipment. 

Dr Jingzhou Yang, Research 
Associate in UWA’s School 
of Mechanical and Chemical 
Engineering, Winthrop 
Professor Xiaozhi Hu, UWA’s 
Advanced Materials Team 

Leader, and Professor Zhaohui 
Huang, China University of 
Geosciences Beijing’s High 
Performance Ceramics Team 
Leader, have created a unique 
composite that resists wear 
under high temperatures.

Dr Yang and his colleagues 
developed the new Iron-Sialon 
ceramic matrix composite  
from very common and 
cheap ferro-silicon alloy and 
commercial-grade industrial 
alumina powders.

New super ceramic may make super mining savings
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With this State hosting a string of ambitious international 
projects, UWA is partnering with oil and gas company  
Woodside to establish Western Australia as a world centre  
of excellence in geoscience. 

Associate Professor Jeffrey Shragge, who gained his 
doctorate from the world’s leading computer science 
university, Stanford, has been appointed to the new Woodside 
Professorship in Computational Geoscience. He says that WA 
is experiencing an exciting convergence of major international 
science projects, giving it an increasingly high profile in the 
global scientific research community.

“We have the National Geosequestration Laboratory Project, 
the Square Kilometre Array radio telescope and the Pawsey 
Centre Supercomputer – together with billions of dollars of 
investment on North-West Shelf oil and gas projects,” says  
Dr Shragge.  

“Computational geoscience and seismic imaging in particular, 
allows us to make three-dimensional models of the Earth’s 
structure that can be interpreted to assist in exploration and 
development of resources, as well as assessing geologic 
suitability for carbon geosequestration projects. Models can 
also be used to quantify natural hazards such as earthquakes, 
tsunamis and landslides.”  

Woodside's Executive Vice-President Technology, Mr Feisal 
Ahmed, says the appointment aligns with the company’s focus 
on being a leader in innovation and technology. “UWA research 
in this area helps to build capability and drive innovation in the 
local oil and gas industry, and supports our efforts to continue 
discovering and developing new energy reserves. We look 
forward to continuing our strong partnership with UWA.”

Honouring the Founding Families
Stroll through UWA and you 
encounter the names of founding 
professors at every turn: Murdoch, 
Woolnough, Ross and Wilsmore 
are lecture theatres; the Paterson 
prize for Agriculture is awarded 
annually; the Shann Memorial 
Lecture (honouring UWA’s first 
economics professor) brings 
distinguished speakers to our 
campus; and the court in front of 
Winthrop Hall is named for the 
University’s first Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor H E Whitfeld.

These iconic figures, along 
with early staff and students, are 
currently being researched by the 
UWA Historical Society (UWAHS). 
The Society, which includes many 
current and former staff and 
graduates, is planning an early 
November event to honour the 
Founding Families.

Society President Dr Fran 
Pesich says: “We are keen to 
find descendants and relatives of people who worked to create 
this great University. Many were young men and women, full of 
enthusiasm, not the fusty old types you might imagine. So it would 
be great to celebrate their achievements with their descendants.”

If you know of relatives of staff, students or members of  
Senate and Convocation who were at UWA in its first year – 1913 
– please contact Dr Pesich on 0417 178 275 (email: fran.pesich@
uwa.edu.au).

The Society has several events coming up including the Annual 
Lecture of the combined UWAHS/Convocation series (The Fly-Out, 
Fly-In Professor by Emeritus Professor Reg Appleyard) and a talk 
by Lady Jean Brodie-Hall on her work as the first UWA Landscape 
Architect. At the Society’s AGM, historian Professor Jenny Gregory 
(who edited Seeking Wisdom, the University centenary history) 
will be guest speaker. For details visit: development.uwa.edu.au/
friends/historical-society/events

Founding Professor E O Shann

If you could curate a 
soundtrack of your life,  
what music would you select 
for five major significant 
moments: birth, childhood, 
falling in love, heartbreak, 
wedding and funeral?

That’s the challenge posed 
by a project initiated by the 
ARC Centre for the History of 
Emotions and the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABC). My Life As A Playlist 
has been rolling out across 
the ABC’s radio networks 
and the responses will feed 
into the Centre’s research 
looking at the history of the 
socio-emotional uses of music 
across time and culture.

The project was developed 
by Winthrop Professor Jane 
Davidson, Deputy Director of 
the Centre of Excellence, and 
researcher Sandra Garrido. 
Professor Davidson is an 
internationally recognised 
researcher in performance 
and music psychology. If 
you’d like to know more 
about the Centre visit: 
historyofemotions.com.au

Innovative  
music project

Appeal to help save 
benefactors’ home

Many readers 
enjoyed last 
issue’s story 
about the 
three talented 
Horsfall 
sisters – 
Margaret, 
Muriel and 
Constance 
– who 
completed 
degrees at 
UWA and 
went on to 
create the 

Margaret and Herbert Horsfall 
Memorial Bursary that enables 
young people to follow in 
the sisters’ footsteps and 
transform their lives through a 
UWA education. Much of the 
information for this article was 
kindly supplied by Tasmania’s 
Coal River Valley Historical 
Society (CRVHS). 

The sisters moved to 
Tasmania when they retired 
and their home, Oak Lodge in 
Richmond, was bequeathed 
to the Tasmanian community 
through the National Trust. 
It has been a popular tourist 
destination and the Society’s 
Dr Michael Wadsley appeals 
to holidaying Uniview readers 
to visit the historic home. 
coalriverhistory.org or email: 
wadsley@austherm.com.au 

New appointment boosts UWA geoscience

Artist’s impression of ASKAP at 
the Murchison Radio-astronomy 
Observatory. Credit: Swinburne 
Astronomy Productions, design 
data provided by CSIRO. 

Tsiolkas comes to  
UWA Extension

Literary superstar Christos 
Tsiolkas’s blockbuster novel 
The Slap became an instant 
talking point, a barbeque-
stopper that divided those who 
loved or loathed the book, and 
the ABC television series it 
inspired. The Melbourne-based 
writer will be one of many 
attractions in UWA Extension’s 
Spring 2013 program. The 
author’s follow-up Barracuda 
reflects today’s headlines about 
sport stars behaving badly 
and looks like being another 
provocative novel. The author 
will be talking at the University 
Club on November 8. For more 
information visit: extension.
uwa.edu.au or phone  
+61 8 6488 2433.
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grad briefsin focus

Several centenaries are 
being celebrated this year 
on campus and in this issue 
we profile the UWA Student 
Guild, a vital component of 
our campus and one that has 
contributed enormously to 
the UWA ethos. Serving on 
Guild Council has, as readers 
will appreciate, helped to 
shape the careers of some 
outstanding graduates, 
including former Guild 
President Kim Beazley who 
is Australia’s Ambassador to 
the United States. We asked 
Ambassador Beazley to recall 
his time as Guild President, 
and we also have the vivid 
recollections of the graduate 
he succeeded: former 
diplomat Dr Sue Boyd, the first 
female to head the Guild. See 
Those were the days.

Also celebrating a century 
of good memories is the 
UWA Cricket Club, and UWA 
graduate (and cricket writer 
for The West Australian) John 
Townsend  looks back on a 
century of success stories that 
will feature in a forthcoming 
history of the University of 
WA Cricket Club. See Cricket 
celebrates its century.  

In this issue

Up, up and away!

A futuristic WA invention, 
the one-person hover-pod, 
is the sort of invention that 
James Bond would have 
requisitioned – to get himself 
into and out of a tight spot! 

Perth company Entecho in 
collaboration with UWA has 
been working on the flight 
pod that is expected to reach 
speeds of 120km/hour and to 
cover several thousand metres. 

You Fly’s concealed fan 
blades are located below 
the seat in a casing skirt 
and the craft’s technology 
is based on the principle 
used by helicopters. It’s the 
result of joint research and 
development work carried out 
under an ARC Linkage Project. 

Entecho’s Managing 
Director Kim Schlunke says 
the project is an excellent 
demonstration of the value 
generated by a relationship 
with UWA under the umbrella 
of a linkage grant. 

“Significant progress 
in understanding the 
higher speed forward flight 
characteristics, improving the 
lifting efficiency and minimising 
the acoustic signature 
was made while Entecho 

worked with University staff 
and students. This progress 
brought forward significant 
commercial outcomes for our 
company,” he says.

The UWA Engineering 
group’s Professor Jie Pan and 
PhD students worked with 
the company’s technical staff. 
Mr Schlunke co-supervised 
many of the students and 
several were later hired by the 
company. 

Dr Andy Sierakowski, 
Director of UWA’s Office of 
Industry and Innovation hailed 
the value of linkage grants. 

“They’re useful on 
numerous fronts, namely 
when developing UWA 

intellectual property directly 
with an industry partner 
or when supporting an 
industry partner’s IP and 
commercialisation plans 
through UWA research,  
as in the Entecho case.”

In the last round of ARC 
linkage funding in mid-2013, 
UWA was successful in 
winning grants in fields as 
diverse as safeguarding honey 
bees and clonal variation in 
Cabernet Sauvignon wine. 

For further information  
on the Office of Industry  
and Innovation, contact  
Dr Sierakowki on 61 8 6488 
7048 (email: andy.sierakowski 
@uwa.edu.au).

Entecho’s Kim Schlunke

A WA company has used 
pioneering research by leading 
UWA shark experts to develop 
wetsuits designed to confuse 
sharks or render surfers 
invisible to the predators.

The world-first shark 
repellent suits are based on 
discoveries by Associate 
Professor Nathan Hart and 
Winthrop Professor Shaun 
Collin, from the UWA’s Oceans 
Institute and the School of 
Animal Biology, about how 
predatory sharks see and 

detect prey. The suits use  
a specific combination of 
colours and patterns to deter 
the creatures. 

A UWA team led by 
Professors Collin and Hart – 
regarded as world authorities 
in the field of shark sensory 
systems – collaborated with 
biotechnology company Shark 
Attack Mitigation Systems to 
translate complex research data 
on the vision, neurology and 
behaviour of predatory sharks 
into an effective product.

Grey Nurse shark

Shark experts help develop  
world-first anti-shark suits

China honours  
UWA researcher

A leading agricultural scientist 
and academic whose mission 
is to ‘feed the world’ has been 
honoured with a prestigious 
award for his outstanding 
contribution to research and 
leadership within China’s Gansu 
Province, especially within 
Lanzhou University.

Hackett Professor Kadambot 
Siddique, Chair in Agriculture 
and Director of UWA’s Institute 
of Agriculture, is one of just 
three foreign experts to win the 
Dunhuang Award in 2013.

The UWA researcher has 
developed a national and 
international reputation in 
the fields of crop physiology, 
production agronomy, farming 
systems, genetic resources, 
and breeding research in cereal, 
grain and pasture legumes and 
oilseed crops. He has been 
collaborating with Lanzhou 
University in dryland agro-
ecology since 2006, playing 
an important leadership role 
in academic capacity building, 
research and internationalisation 
of agro-ecology. He is also a 
Visiting Professor in five other 
Chinese universities. 

Professor Siddique has 
published widely and is on the 
editorial board of a number of 
international scientific journals.  
He has developed an extensive 
network of scientists in Australia 
and Europe and in countries 
including China, India, Turkey, 
Syria, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Malaysia, East Timor, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
Canada and the US.

In 2013 Professor Siddique 
was elected as a Fellow  
of the Australian Agricultural 
Institute and last year he 
was awarded the prestigious 
Hackett Professor of  
Agriculture Chair at UWA.  
In 2011, Professor Siddique 
was made Member of the 
Order of Australia (AM)  
in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List. He is also 
a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Technological 
Sciences and Engineering.
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Whenever I am on the UWA campus, I can’t help 
reminiscing about the wonderful days I spent there as a 
student and what a great start the University gave me 
for my professional life. That was more than a few years 
ago but, in some ways, it seems like yesterday. I hardly 
realised then what is so clear to me now: our rich history, 
how much we have to be proud of, and how great our 
potential is to lead, at home and abroad.

In fact, UWA is uniquely positioned in a world where 
resources are scarce and knowledge drives both 
innovation and security. Our future, and our children’s 
future, relies on us seizing the potential our founding 
fathers saw in this extraordinary place. And, just as was 
the case back then, a significant investment is required.  

As a community of alumni, students, faculty and 
staff, we have the power to drive economic and social 
fortunes by bolstering the capabilities of our graduates, 
and backing the imagination and brainpower of our 

researchers. The New Century Campaign supports 
the University’s mission to ‘advance the prosperity and 
welfare of the people’ through breakthrough research and 
transformative educational experiences.

Our vision for UWA, to capitalise on our exceptional 
campus and our people, requires a commitment from 
each and every member of our community. Political 
winds will forever cause an ebb and flow in government 
support. Philanthropy and corporate investment must 
figure prominently in building our endowment and our 
foundation for the future. Success hinges on the support 
of those who care. People like you. People like me. 

I challenge you to find your passion, the piece of UWA 
that has meaning for you, and join me in the New Century 
Campaign. Together, we will create the future.

Dr Michael Chaney AO CitWA
Chancellor 
Campaign Leadership Committee Chair

Chancellor
From the  
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The University of Western Australia is about to embark on 
its second century. Our first 100 years have been a time 
of great achievement, contribution to the community and 
increasing global influence.

Our alumni, our research and our teaching have had an 
impact across the world. In 2013, The University of Western 
Australia was recognised by the renowned Academic 
Ranking of World Universities as number 91 in the world 
and as 26th in the world in Life and Agricultural Sciences.

For a relatively small university among around 10,000 
universities worldwide, this is a big achievement.

We have in our hands a great opportunity. To invest 
in the future – to invest in inquiring minds, to transform 
lives through education and to bring some of the best 
ideas in education worldwide to our students. We have 
the opportunity to invest in academic leadership, research 
excellence and innovation and to collaborate with the 
world’s best.

With the support of our alumni and the broader 
community, we can help concentrate expertise in Western 
Australia to tackle the problems and challenges faced by 
people everywhere – from feeding the world, to cleaner 
energy supplies, to better health and medical care.

We can also help to promote recognition and 
understanding of Indigenous and regional cultures – from 
our unique position on the western rim of Australia and 
the eastern rim of the Indian Ocean.

As our understanding of what is required from a 
university in the 21st century is defined, we have identified 
some of the projects that will help us to shape the future.

UWA has plans to build an engineering zone to focus 
on the engineering solutions demanded by modern 
industry – in particular in the resources and energy sector; 
and a museum to showcase the uniqueness of Indigenous 
cultures and to build understanding between Aboriginal 
Australians, researchers and the broader community.

Through the endowment of academic chairs and 
postdoctoral fellowships, UWA will help the State to build 
and retain the next generation of academic leaders. And 
through a range of scholarships, UWA will open the doors 
that will change the lives of individuals through education.

In order to do this, we are launching our “New Century 
Campaign”, to raise awareness, support and ultimately 
funds to help ensure that in the next 100 years UWA  
can contribute even more to local, national and 
international communities.

I am proud and delighted to say that many people 
have already put their faith in The University of Western 
Australia. One of these is mining entrepreneur Andrew 
Forrest who, with his wife Nicola, has pledged to  
create a $65million foundation, based at and managed  
by UWA, to fund research that will stamp Western 
Australia as a “smart State”, brim-full of research 
excellence and creative solutions. 

This is a great and generous gift, and one that will 
have an impact on generations to come. But more than 
that, it is evidence of the commitment that our University’s 
alumni and friends have to supporting the educational and 
research excellence that will build a better world.

I would like to thank you, our alumni and friends, for 
the support you have given the University over many years 
and encourage you to remain in touch with your University 
as we journey into our next century.

Over coming months we will highlight other 
contributions, from corporations and generous individuals, 
that will support first class research, teaching and 
community benefit.

I hope that you will be part of UWA’s New Century 
Campaign to help us to create the future.

Professor Paul Johnson
Vice-Chancellor

Vice-Chancellor
From the  
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new century campaign

Andrew and Nicola 
Forrest launch  
UWA’s New Century

with historic $65m gift

scholarship recipients to be known as Forrest Scholars 
and postdoctoral fellowship recipients, as Forrest Fellows.  

Perhaps the most visionary element of the Forrest 
gift is an aspect that stands to multiply its impact:  the 
creation of a community of scholars. Forrest Hall will 
be home to early-career researchers as they tackle the 
challenges of our time – a residential facility that fosters 
interdisciplinary creativity and collaboration.

As an investment in the future of Western Australia 
as well as the world, the Forrest gift has been set up 
to support innovative research, not just at UWA, but 
at universities throughout the State. The University of 
Western Australia was selected to receive and steward the 
donation because of its research and teaching capability.

“UWA actually led the way on this,” says Andrew, a 
UWA graduate. “They’ve shown the leadership in wanting 
to pull this together, to attract the students, and to 
collaborate and work with the other universities here to 
build intellectual capital. UWA is the oldest university in 
the State and already highly rated in the world. They’ve 
got solid ambitions for where they want to go, so we’re 
confident they will generate the very best knowledge and 
skills, and work with us to make our dreams for Western 
Australia a reality.” 

With the largest philanthropic gift in Australian 

history, Andrew and Nicola Forrest are leading 

the way in establishing Western Australia as a 

hub for breakthrough research and solutions  

to the greatest challenges facing the State,  

the nation, the world.

This $65 million donation is founded on a belief that 
education and, specifically, the creation of an educational 
environment that unleashes the innovative potential of the 
best and brightest young minds, is key to creating a future 
of social and economic prosperity.

A gift of such magnitude is not entered into lightly. 
Indeed, the Forrests thought long and hard about how 
their contribution might be structured to do the most 
good. “Nicola has really been the education champion,” 
says Andrew. “She has always said that education is at the 
heart of making humanity the best it can be. Education, 
what it can do, gets at the core of the many worthy 
causes we support and believe in. With education, we are 
backing a vision for what the world could be.”

To set this dream in motion, the gift will establish the 
Forrest Foundation, a unique scholarship endowment 
designed to attract and encourage those capable of 
the world-class exploration and discovery necessary to 
establish Perth and Western Australia as a hub in the 
knowledge-based economy. The Foundation will support 
ground-breaking research through the provision of PhD 
scholarships and postdoctoral fellowships, with PhD 

Campaign
Mr Andrew Forrest CitWA and  
Mrs Nicola Forrest with PhD  
candidate Caroline Snowball
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Development and Alumni Relations

The New Century Campaign for  
The University of Western Australia

Create the future
The New Century Campaign will raise $400 million in 
philanthropic and partnership support to achieve the  
full impact of our research and educational vision. 

This campaign marks the largest fundraising effort 
since the founding of the University more than 100 
years ago and, the largest in the history of our State. 
Hand-in-hand with our alumni, corporate partners and 
friends, UWA will create the future – a better future for 
the benefit of Australia and the world. 

Success in the campaign will fortify our position as a 
major international university and reinforce our place as 
a leading partner in the Asian Zone. Together, we will:
•  Attract the brightest student minds and give young 

people the opportunity to reach their potential 
regardless of their means. 

•  Recruit and retain world-class academic researchers 
and teachers. 

•  Build the research endowment necessary to 
support our researchers as they address the world’s 
challenges. 

•  Construct an environment, including new facilities, 
that fosters exceptional education, research and 
community partnership. 

•  Seek and find solutions to evolving questions through 
innovation and the development of new knowledge.

For the Forrests, the selection of UWA for their historic 
contribution had to do with more than just initiative and 
ability. “Look, The University of Western Australia is 
among the most beautiful places in the world. Students 
will be drawn to this environment. From an investment 
perspective, we see an opportunity to leverage dollars 
through this exceptional setting and a University that 
really is representative of our beautiful State and its 
entrepreneurial people”.

The $65 million donation is the culmination of a 
journey that, for Andrew and Nicola Forrest, began when 
they took The Giving Pledge, a commitment by the world’s 
wealthiest individuals and families to dedicate the majority 
of their wealth to philanthropy. Inspired by Bill and Melinda 
Gates and Warren Buffet to address society’s most 
pressing problems, it is not for everyone.    

”Never in our wildest dreams did we imagine that we 
would have the type of wealth that we’ve ended up with,” 
says Nicola. “We keep a sense of humour about that and 
we also know it is a privilege and a huge responsibility.  
It is important to us to make a difference.”

Andrew agrees. “We pegged out pretty brave 
ambitions for what we wanted to do with our money.   
Making a difference has been with us, really, since the 
very early stages of our relationship and we now feel 
honoured and incredibly fortunate to be in a position to 
help others. We have a view about wealth – that it’s not 
actually ours; that we get to, perhaps, manage it, but only 
for future generations.”

In Andrew Forrest’s view, accumulated capital is a 
community contribution in itself. “You can add to that 
when you put the dividends back into the community, 
particularly when you’re encouraging people to stand on 
their own two feet. That’s what led us to this gift. UWA 
is taking the initiative and reaching higher. The University 
is making a commitment to draw the greatest minds in 
the world to Western Australia. That is enlightened and 
visionary and it deserves a long-term investment. We’re 
investing in people.”

The Forrests are quick to point out that their gift is a 
reflection of a growing movement in Australia to invest in 
their country and in their youth. While recognizing that 
their capacity is unique, they do not believe they are alone 
in wanting to put their money toward the greater good and 
they are hopeful others will follow their lead in whatever 
ways they can.

“We feel there’s no better way than to lead by your 
own example. And we’re hoping that we can help create 
a culture of philanthropy,” says Andrew. “It’s that next 
step, for every person. Whatever their accumulated capital 
is – their terrific personality, their intellectual ability, their 
leadership drive, their money – whatever it is for you to 
manage in your lifetime, and take that extra step, take and 
accept the challenge to invest in and create the future.” n

Ms Jo Agnew,  
Director, Development and Alumni Relations
Telephone: +61 8 6488 8000
Email: createthefuture@uwa.edu.au 
campaign.uwa.edu.au  

CONTACT

“ The University is making a commitment to draw the greatest minds  
in the world to Western Australia. That is enlightened and visionary  
and it deserves a long-term investment. We’re investing in people.”
mr andrew forrest citwa
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new century campaign

Western Australia’s first Indigenous cultures 

museum is set to transform the northwest 

corner of The University of Western Australia’s 

Crawley campus, creating a landmark centre for 

the study, understanding and appreciation of 

Indigenous arts and cultures. 

It is the long-awaited realisation of a bold vision: to 
create a dynamic and accessible museum which will 
inspire cultural understanding both at home and around 
the world. It will provide an exchange of information, 
education, research and cultural conservation in Australia.

Indigenous elders have been involved in lengthy 
consultations with UWA on several potential sites  
and support a proposed museum as part of UWA’s 
Cultural Precinct.   

UWA Vice-Chancellor Professor Paul Johnson sees 
the ambitious proposal – which will be a pillar of the New 
Century Campaign – as an appropriate marker for the 
University’s century of achievement and for its ambitious 
shaping of its second century.

The museum development will house extensive 
collections of Australian Aboriginal art and cultural 
materials, collections from Asia and Melanesia, and UWA’s 
Centre for Rock Art Research and Management. 

The Ronald and Catherine Berndt Collection, which 
contains more than 11,500 artworks, artefacts and 
photographs, will be featured. The collection is recognised 
internationally by UNESCO for its cultural and historic 
significance. Renowned broadcaster and naturalist Sir 
David Attenborough has dubbed it a collection the world 
needs to see. 

“News that at last plans are being made to provide 
it with the space it truly deserves will be widely 
welcomed not only in Australia but overseas, and not 
only by scholars but by the growing number who today 
recognise the beauty and fascination to be found in these 
extraordinary works,” he says. 

The museum will provide a place for recognition and 
reconciliation, where Indigenous stories are shared and a 
rich cultural heritage is explored. Elders in the community 
have confirmed the Noongar people will host the museum 
as they remain the spiritual and cultural custodians of 
their land, and a Noongar name for the museum will be 
determined by an Indigenous advisory committee. 

Dr Richard Walley OAM CitWA, the University's 
Indigenous consultant on the project, is delighted that  
the vision for an Indigenous cultures museum is becoming 
a reality.

"We have waited a long time for this. Finally it is taking 
shape, in a form that will clearly benefit communities with 

A destination building,  
a unique collection

L–R: Artist’s impressions of the 
Indigenous cultures museum, 
courtesy of Kerry Hill Architects
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an interest in the significant cultural material that continues 
to be added to the incredible Ronald and Catherine 
Berndt Collection, and also for international visitors and 
researchers who wish to explore our rich cultural heritage," 
says Dr Walley.  

"The proposed museum offers the potential of 
curatorial training and future employment for Aboriginal 
people, and will strengthen the research and teaching 
already happening on this campus through the School of 
Indigenous Studies and the Centre for Rock Art Research 
and Management.” 

Current research on the State’s spectacular rock art 
galleries – the focus of UWA’s Centre of Rock Art Research 
and Management – will add new dimensions of discovery 
and further raise Western Australia’s high profile within the 
realms of international rock art research. The relocation of 
the centre to within the new museum will bring together 
multidisciplinary researchers to create a more holistic 
understanding of the cultural and historic significance of 
rock art. 

Researchers are also understandably excited at the 
prospect of bringing fresh insights to the extraordinary 
range of materials meticulously gathered by Ronald and 
Catherine Berndt and others, from settings as diverse 
as remote desert communities, the Papua New Guinea 
highlands, and the temples of Asia.

Testament to the significance of Western Australia’s 
links and relationships in the Asian zone, the new museum 
proposes to feature an Asian Gallery to house more than 
2,500 items from Asia and Melanesia.

All of this will, of course, enrich the student experience 
and teaching and learning opportunities across the 
University. Winthrop Professor Ted Snell, Director of the 
Cultural Precinct, says the reshaping of the northwest edge 
of the campus will have a dynamic community focus. 

 “Emerging artists and community groups will benefit 
from the Community Access Gallery, where stories can be 

shared, workshops can be held and where school groups 
and activities will take place,” he says. 

“There will be a connection through to the Lawrence 
Wilson Art Gallery and the heart of the campus, as well as 
opportunities to link the museum with the heritage-listed 
Masonic Hall on Broadway, which recently became home to 
Ochre Contemporary Dance Company, a vibrant Aboriginal 
arts organisation.”

Digital programs will extend the reach of education 
and training into rural and remote areas, many of which 
are represented in the collection. Communities around the 
world will be able to share and enjoy the collections and 
related programming. 

Dr John Stanton, who recently retired as Director of 
the Berndt Museum after 35 years in the role, says the 
new museum has the potential to rewrite our shared 
understanding and perception of both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal identity. 

“It is something new for Australia. The lengthy track 
record of Indigenous engagement and the promotion 
of Australia’s cultural heritage will provide a dazzling 
cornerstone in the development of the new museum 
facility,” he says. 

Dr Stanton will continue his association with the 
University and the Berndt Museum.

UWA’s Director of Development and Alumni Relations  
Jo Agnew sees the museum as a reflection of the 
importance of Indigenous culture in Western Australia.  

She estimates the project requires $50 million in 
donations and says the success of the project will  
be determined by the University’s ability to attract 
community support. 

UWA graduate Kerry Hill, founder of Kerry Hill Architects, 
will design this ambitious project. His elegant and distinctive 
designs have won him prestigious commissions across 
South East Asia and Australia, including the impressive 
State Theatre Centre of Western Australia in Northbridge.  

 “It marks an exciting return to where my journey began, 
when I studied architecture where the Lawrence Wilson Art 
Gallery now stands,” he says. 

UWA will continue its consultation process with the 
community as planning moves forward for the Indigenous 
cultures museum, which has been identified as a priority in 
the New Century Campaign for The University of Western 
Australia, which runs until 2017. n

Winthrop Professor Ted Snell,  
Director, Cultural Precinct
Phone: +61 8 6488 3613
Email: ted.snell@uwa.edu.au 
culturalprecinct.uwa.edu.au

Ms Jo Agnew,  
Director, Development and Alumni Relations
Phone: +61 8 6488 1688
Email: createthefuture@uwa.edu.au
campaign.uwa.edu.au

CONTACT

The museum will provide a place for 
recognition and reconciliation, where 
Indigenous stories are shared and a rich 
cultural heritage is explored.
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His name is synonymous with 

Kings Park, one of the world’s 

first permanent indigenous 

botanic gardens, but Professor 

Kingsley Dixon is lauded well 

beyond Western Australia’s borders. 

Currently working on a major desert regeneration 

project in Saudi Arabia, the graduate’s work 

on the regeneration of ecosystems and the 

preservation of the State’s biodiversity was 

recently recognised by his international peers, 

making him only the second Australian to receive 

the prestigious Linnean Medal for Botany. 

It is widely acknowledged that the very best university 
teachers are those equipped not only with a high level 
of the skills they wish to share, but with the passion that 
drives their research – and that will inspire their students.

Kingsley Dixon has plenty of both, and he believes 
there’s no shortage of young Western Australians keen 
to champion the conservation of the State’s celebrated 
biodiversity, and to unravel the mysteries still locked within 
that small miracle: the germinating plant. 

The UWA researcher is quick to point out that while 
humans have shared the planet with plants for millennia, 
scientists continue to make astonishing discoveries – 
including his own breakthrough research with UWA and 
Murdoch scientists on the signalling mechanisms of 
bushfire smoke that triggers native seed germination. 

It was no surprise to fellow scientists when Professor 
Dixon, Director of Science at Kings Park and Botanic 
Garden and Visiting Professor at UWA’s School of  
Plant Biology, was awarded the Linnean Medal in the  
field of Botany. 

The medal honours the 19th century Swedish scientist 
Carl Linnaeus, who gave the world a system of biological 
classification (taxonomy) that finally brought order to the 
wealth of new plants and animals being discovered by 
globe-trotting scientists at that time. 

The presentation ceremony was held in London’s 
Burlington House, a fine Georgian building the Linnean 
Society shares with the Royal Chemical and Engineering 
Societies. The organisation’s patron is Queen Elizabeth II 
and it counts Sir David Attenborough among its current 
Fellows. Not even the unremitting London rain that 
greeted him could diminish Professor Dixon’s pleasure  
at recently receiving a medal that reflects the high regard 
in which he is held by colleagues and collaborators. 

Professor Kingsley Dixon

Linnean Medal  
for Botany

19th century Swedish scientist  
Carl Linnaeus (Photo: The Linnean  
Society of London)

The impressive Donkey Orchid (Diuris magnifica) is common 
in Kings Park bushland and is being studied in terms of the 
remarkable way the plant mimics a local pea flower to deceive 
the pea flower pollinator to visit the orchid instead.
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The medal was presented by the Society’s President 
Professor Diane Edwards, a palaeobotanist famous for 
discovering the first plant recorded on land, and Professor 
Dixon was soon arranging to show Professor Edwards 
one of this State’s Trithuria, an ancestral flowering plant, 
when she visits this year.

“While many locals probably wouldn’t know Perth 
hosts such an extraordinary plant right by the international 
airport, those present at the ceremony were very familiar 
with our botanical curiosities,” Professor Dixon says. “Our 
wildflowers are the scientific ace Western Australia has 
been dealt, but our botanical wealth is often more widely 
appreciated beyond our borders – and the same could be 
said of the world-class plant science happening at UWA. 

“This University has an amazing track record of great 
botanical research that is acknowledged internationally, 
because from early on UWA established a critical mass 
of leading scientists and outstanding postgraduates. 
When that happens, you have a vortex of evidence-based 
research and intellectual creativity that reaps amazing 
rewards – and that continues today, making this University 
one of the top places to study plant sciences. UWA is now 
ranked 26th in the world.” 

Kingsley Dixon grew up on five-acres of bushland  
in Bayswater and some of his earliest memories are 
bound up with the wildflowers that patterned the 
landscape in spring. 

“With my first waking breath I was out in the bush,  
and my grandparents were great gardeners who 
unabashedly indoctrinated me,” he recalls. “I am happiest 
working on plants and working with others who share  
that passion.”

When the colours of spring were replaced by tinder 
dry bush and summer wildfires, the young collector 
watched fascinated as winter rains spurred the 
germination of seeds buried in the blackened earth.  
Little did he realise he would spur the discovery of a 
botanical puzzle that had eluded scientists in Australia  
and South Africa for more than a century.

Professor Dixon’s smoke research became a career 
highlight. He began seriously interrogating the idea 
during a sleepless flight to Perth following a meeting with 
colleagues in South Africa who had found smoke worked 
on African plants. However, it took a couple of years – and 
input from fellow scientists and postdoctoral students – to 
refine research techniques and get smoke to finally work 
with Australian plants. “When we first saw those eruptions 
in the seed trays it was a moment we’ll never forget,” he 
recalls. “There was jubilation, knowing that now we’d be 
able to grow all of the wonderful native species that had 
been so difficult to cultivate from seed,” he says.  

In 2004 the research team had another breakthrough, 
this time identifying a master molecule in bushfire smoke 
(now named karrikinolide, after the Noongar word for 
smoke) that stimulated germination in a whole range 
of Australian plants. However, the State’s emblem, the 
kangaroo paw, remained elusive, sending researchers 
back to the laboratory to come up with another science 
first: when the molecule percolates through the soil after 

Below: Kingsley Dixon at the Kings Park 
biodiversity conservation centre with a  
new species of Donkey Orchid discovered 
in Perth. (Photo: The West Australian)

Kingsley Dixon is also the author of many books including  
Orchids of Western Australia (UWA Publishing, September 2008) 
with Andrew Brown and Stephen Hopper. 

uwap.uwa.edu.au/books-and-authors/book/ 
orchids-of-western-australia

“ With my first waking breath I was  
out in the bush, and my grandparents 
were great gardeners who unabashedly  
indoctrinated me.”
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rain and enters a seed, it is the release of cyanide that 
promotes germination in this iconic plant.

“At that time we had no funding, but that’s how a lot 
of science breakthroughs start. It’s difficult to get initial 
funding because you are seen to be chasing a high-risk 
idea. However, when news of the breakthrough spread, 
there was immediate interest from around the world,  
and from major sponsors including mining giant  
Alcoa World Alumina. Today, Australian Research Council 
grants support on going smoke and related research  
with potential for commercialising the smoke chemicals  
for use in broad acre farming as a weed control agent  
and in mine restoration.  

“Kings Park has a very close relationship with  
UWA, employing postdoctoral scientists and undertaking 
postgraduate supervision, much with support  
from the resources sector that is keen to improve  
mining restoration. The postdoctoral teams include 
collaborations in seagrass restoration, restoration ecology, 
seed science, pollination biology, plant evolution and  
plant growth regulation.”

The success of the programs managed by Professor 
Dixon include the recently announced $5 million grant 
by mining giant, BHP Billiton Iron Ore to UWA and Kings 
Park for the Restoration Seedbank Initiative. This will 
provide five years of focused, fast-track science to deliver 
world-class restoration improvements after mining. 

“BHP funding has allowed UWA’s School of Plant 
Biology to build a massive research capacity in the area of 
mine site restoration. The industry says to us: ‘We want to 
be able to restore mine sites in a smarter, faster and more 
cost-effective way and to leave an enduring knowledge 
legacy in WA’,” says Professor Dixon. He believes that in 
terms of its plant science expertise, Western Australia 
should be drumming up a lot more interest in what is a 
great story for our State.

“Discoveries like karrikinolide, show that Australia is 
the continent of biological discovery. Every story that we 
start unravelling here becomes essentially a new book on 
the way plants have adapted to live on the planet,” says 
Professor Dixon. 

An important objective of his research is countering 
the loss of native species such as declining native orchids 
that he sees as “harbingers of what’s happening in bush 
decline”. He views Kings Park as providing an intensive 
care unit for endangered species, using tissue culture and 
cryogenics to save plants that have now become extinct 
in the wild. 

Professor Dixon’s impressive research track 
record includes many international firsts: the first DNA 
fingerprinting of a rare and endangered plant and the first 
to cryogenically preserve a rare species. He is the author 
of more than 300 publications, including papers in both 
Nature and Science and is a popular speaker at events 
and conferences globally. 

“A great joy in my life is the knowledge that there 
are many who are passionate about this State’s 
plants,” says the researcher. “However, what we need 
is growth in research opportunities so that we can 
employ these ‘future thinkers’ and further build Western 
Australian capacity in plant sciences and continue to be 
internationally competitive.

“Going global with our research capacity is driving 
new opportunities overseas including a two year project 
for the Saudi Arabian Government which involves planting 
more than 48,000 seedlings to test approaches to desert 
restoration. The project’s aim is to halt the deterioration of 
their desert ecosystem, enhance biodiversity and enable 
local fauna to flourish.” n

 “ Discoveries like karrikinolide, show  
that Australia is the continent of 
biological discovery. Every story that 
we start unravelling here becomes 
essentially a new book on the way  
plants have adapted to live on the 
planet,” says Professor Dixon. 
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They say home is where the heart is, and  

that was certainly true for the Chapple sisters.

Joyce Chapple and her sister Marjorie Le Souef left 
bequests to UWA, with a portion of the gifts coming from 
the auction of their family home.

Mrs Le Souef, who passed away aged 90 in 2008, 
bequeathed a portion of her estate to UWA to establish  
a chair in tropical microbiology. 

The bequest honours her husband of 50 years,  
Dr Leslie Le Souef, a long-serving member of the UWA 
Senate and a pioneer in the field of plastic and burns 
surgery. Mrs Le Souef was passionate to support 
research in tropical microbiology after learning about the 
destruction of tropical disease from her husband, who 
witnessed it during World War II.

Ms Chapple passed away at the age of 87 in 2010, 
and her bequest will establish a chair in education.

While neither Mrs Le Souef nor Ms Chapple graduated 
from UWA, their ties to the century-old University are deep 
thanks to Dr Le Souef.

Vice-Chancellor Professor Paul Johnson says he was 
grateful for the sisters’ multi-million dollar bequest. 

‘I am very grateful to all of our benefactors, such 
as Joyce Chapple and Marjorie Le Souef, who have 
bequeathed gifts to the University,” Professor Johnson says. 

“These generous philanthropic individuals contribute 
significantly to the life of the University, enabling us to 
create an inspiring future for our students and meet the 
challenges of our rapidly changing world.”

Born in the eastern states, the sisters moved to WA 
in 1929 when their father Roy Chapple became the state 
manager for Dunlop Rubber.

The family’s home in Peppermint Grove enjoyed 
uninterrupted views of Freshwater Bay and sat on an 
1176sqm block. It was built in 1941 after their father – 
so the story goes – became disgruntled by their then 
landlady’s inflexible ideas about washing being left on the 
line after 3pm.

And it is the home the sisters shared for the rest of 
their lives.

Ms Chapple, who never married, lived downstairs 
while Mrs Le Souef and Dr Le Souef lived upstairs.  
The Le Souefs did not have any children.

From a very young age, Ms Chapple and Mrs Le 
Souef were heavily involved in the local community. Their 
lives changed dramatically when war broke out in 1939, 
when Mrs Le Souef was aged 21 and Ms Chapple was 
aged 16. 

Both became active supporters of the World War II 
effort. Ms Chapple sold cakes and jams at Cottesloe 
and donated the proceedings to the Red Cross, an 
organisation which she served until her retirement in 1983. 

In 1973 Ms Chapple’s contribution to the Red Cross 
was recognised with a Distinguished Service Award. 

After the war, she helped injured and disabled 
returning servicemen to rehabilitate through activities and 
crafts. But she also served overseas, first in Japan at the 
beginning of the Korean War where she cared for British, 
Canadian and Australian soldiers, and in Singapore in 
1964 where she worked at the British Military Hospital 
looking after seriously injured servicemen.

Sisters’ legacy 
supports  
future education  
and medicine

Development and Alumni Relations

Above: Ms Joyce Chapple and Mrs Marjorie Le Souef at a UWA event 
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Family member Sue Le Souef, who regarded Miss 
Chapple as an aunt, says she was loved by all those who 
worked with her, and music was one of her passions 
with ABC’s Classic FM radio station always playing in her 
kitchen. In 2009, she donated her harp to her old school 
Perth Modern. 

“She preferred her Birkenstock sandals over Italian 
shoes, was far happier to share an apple with her beloved 
corella Snowie than attend cocktail parties, and delighted 
in knitting gifts for everyone’s babies,” Sue says.

Mrs Le Souef was equally committed to the war effort, 
working as a voluntary aid detachment in hospitals in 
Perth before training at the Northam Military Hospital. 

In 1942, Mrs Le Souef married her first husband, 
decorated pilot Charles Learmonth, but he was tragically 
killed due to a mechanical failure of his Beaufort bomber 
after just 21 months of marriage.

Mrs Le Souef married Dr Le Souef in 1947. 
Born in 1900, Dr Le Souef was a graduate of UWA 

and the University of Melbourne, where he earned his 
medical degree.

He served UWA for more than 41 years and was a 
member of the University Senate from 1936 to 1977.

Dr Le Souef’s Senate years were interrupted by 
World War II, during which he commanded the 7th Field 
Ambulance Australian Imperial Force in Libya, Crete and 
Greece from 1940 to 1941. 

He was a prisoner of war in Crete from 1941 to 1945 
and rose to the rank of colonel.

Mrs Le Souef became the chairperson of the 
War Widows’ Guild of Australia, an organisation that 
established a UWA scholarship of $300,000 for breast 
cancer research and prevention.

She also served on the centenary committee of the 
Perth Zoo, and played golf at the Karrinyup Golf Club for 
many years.

In her later years, she became very active in promoting 
the memory of Charles Learmonth. A RAAF military base 
in Exmouth in the State’s Gascoyne region was named in 
his honour.

Sue Le Souef says Mrs Le Souef was an amazing 
person, intelligent, thoughtful, and always interested in 
others and particularly in young people. 

“Not surprisingly, she had many close friends, more 
indeed than anyone else I know, regardless of their age,” 
Sue says. 

“She also had more godchildren than could be 
counted, but kept up a close relationship with them all.”

UWA’s Development and Alumni Relations Manager 
Planned Giving, Anne Liddle, says witnessing the impact 
of bequests such as Mrs Le Souef’s and Ms Chapple’s 
was inspiring and confirmed the significance of giving in 
this way.

‘I would be delighted to talk to anyone, in complete 
confidence, who may be considering a bequest to the 
University. I can provide information, discuss their area of 
interest, and the allocation of bequests at the University,” 
Ms Liddle says. n

Ms Anne Liddle, Manager, Planned Giving
Development and Alumni Relations
Phone: +61 8 6448 8537
Email: anne.liddle@uwa.edu.au
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“ She preferred her Birkenstock sandals 
over Italian shoes, was far happier to 
share an apple with her beloved corella 
Snowie than attend cocktail parties, 
and delighted in knitting gifts for 
everyone’s babies.”
sue le souef describing miss chapple
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AcAdemic profile

Winthrop Professor Cheryl Praeger

The problem  
with maths... 
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The website for the 2013 International Year of 

Mathematics of Planet Earth predicts a “spectacular time 

for mathematics”, but how to make the study of maths 

‘cool’ has become a problem. It’s a challenge Winthrop 

Professor Cheryl Praeger, who recently became the 

first woman to receive the 2013 Australian Academy of 

Science’s Thomas Ranken Lyle Medal, has battled since 

becoming UWA’s first female Professor of Mathematics. 

that it is the key to an expanding universe of 
concepts that will allow them to move between 
scales as diverse as quantum physics and the 
abstract structure of space-time. 

“We need strong maths education to 
underpin medicine, engineering, technology. The 
Human Genome project, secure communications, 
defence research – all are dependent on a maths 
foundation,” says Professor Praeger, a Fellow of 
the Australian Academy of Science who serves 
on the Executive Committee of the International 

 Mathematical Union. 
“We need to raise the level of maths literacy because 

on a general level it enables us to understand a graph, 
to work out percentages in a bank loan. Maths 
empowers us, puts us in control, and virtually every 
area of our lives depends on it – from healthcare 
to telecommunications, from understanding 
climate change to making secure 
financial transactions. 

“Perhaps the generality and power 
of mathematics – that allows the same 
fundamentals to be applied to vastly 
different problems – may unwittingly 
contribute to ‘the invisibility’ of  
the mathematical sciences in  
the community at large. 

“We also know it is the only 
science subject in high school  
that consistently enhances 
performance across all science 
disciplines, because maths  
promotes clear logical thinking.” 

Almost as soon as she became 
a UWA professor in 1983, Cheryl 
Praeger began championing maths 
education. Acting as a “translator 
for the maths community and 
teachers” she was invited to join the 
Curriculum Development Council, 
is a foundation board member of 
the Australian Mathematics Trust, is 
Chair of the Australian Mathematics 
Olympiad Committee and has also 
played a key role in implementing the 
Family Maths Program Australia in local 
WA primary schools. (The WA Junior 

In the 1860s – a time of great change in the world 
of mathematics – the Oxford mathematician Charles 
Dodgson (later known to the world as Lewis Carroll) 
penned a multi-layered allegory about the adventures  
of a girl named Alice in a looking-glass world. 

While it has been suggested that the Oxford 
mathematician was taking aim at what he saw as the 
increasing abstraction of his discipline, this message was 
largely lost on readers who instantly embraced the tale of 
Alice’s discovery of a world of expanding and contracting 
dimensions far removed from every-day existence. 

Fast forward to the 21st century, and mathematicians 
are still contending with a changing discipline – computers 
have released them from time-consuming calculations 
and super computers have allowed them to venture into 
research realms that were unforeseen even decades ago. 
It should be an era of challenge and excitement, but there 
are problems. 

One of the world’s most highly cited mathematicians, 
UWA’s Winthrop Professor Cheryl Praeger, says that while 
the powerful language of mathematics underpins areas 
of study as diverse as astrophysics and architecture, the 
number of secondary students studying advanced maths 
is in decline. She believes one of our nation’s greatest 
challenges is to make maths ‘cool’; to convince students 
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Mathematics Olympiad takes place at UWA on November 
2 (see In Focus).

As Chair of the Australian Council of Heads of 
Mathematical Science, Professor Praeger has had 
input into the development of Australia’s new national 
curriculum, and now strongly advocates support for 
teachers as the new curriculum is rolled out next year. 

Counted among the top one per cent of the world’s 
most highly cited research mathematicians, Cheryl 
Praeger was the first in her family to study at university. 
Her mother had to persuade her father to allow her to 
pursue academic subjects at high school, to let her finish 
secondary school and – provided she won a scholarship 
– to proceed to university. 

A vacation scholarship took her to the Australian 
National University where she encountered an entire 
research department full of mathematicians. That made 
her determined to study for a PhD. She did so at Oxford 

University, followed by postdoctoral work at 
ANU and the University of Virginia. 

Accepting the Thomas Ranken 
Lyle Medal earlier this year, Professor 
Praeger said that many fortunate 
things had conspired to enable her 
to become a mathematician and 
scholarships played a huge part 
in spurring her determination to 
enter an academic world that 
initially appeared to be a  

remote possibility.
“I am grateful to my many 

colleagues around the world, 
and especially those at 

The University of Western 
Australia,” she said. It 
was at UWA that she 
became an Australian 

Research Council Federation 
Fellow, enabling the Centre for 

the Mathematics of Symmetry and 
Computation to be established, with her 
as its first Director. 

Professor Praeger’s pioneering research  

into symmetry in graphical models is in an  

area with far-ranging applications and she  

says the wonderful thing about maths is  

that the same fundamentals can apply to  

vastly different problems.

“Many of the computer algorithms I design and analyse 
are implemented in the two major international computer 
algebra systems MAGMA (based in Sydney) and GAP 
(originating in Germany and now based in Scotland),  
so they are available for all users of these computer 
systems. Among the 3000 or so research publications 
citing use of MAGMA in the research, are dozens 
of papers on cryptography, computer science, 
communications theory, biology, chemistry, economics 
and physics, alongside hundreds of papers in 19 distinct 
mathematical disciplines.” 

Professor Praeger has watched many graduates go 
on to make their own mark on the international world of 
mathematics, including a 13-year-old who completed first 
class honours in pure mathematics and, at 16, became a 
PhD student at Princeton University in the United States. 
Dr Akshay Venkatesh, now a professor of mathematics at 
Stanford University, has been a Professor at Large at  
UWA and returned to campus in September to give a 
public lecture. 

Closer to home was her supervision of PhD student 
Gordon Royle who is now widely regarded for his work 
in Combinatorial Catalogues and is author of a standard 
reference text on graph theory. Professor Royle recently 
succeeded her as Director of the Centre of Mathematic of 
Symmetry and Computation, allowing her to devote more 
time to her research. 

Professor Praeger is also delighted to see  
some outstanding PhD graduates choosing to train  
and enter mathematics teaching (see UWA takes up the 
maths challenge)

Professor Praeger has been widely recognised for  
her leadership in promoting maths to secondary students 
and to the community at large. But, she says, it is an 
ongoing challenge to make the discipline she loves –  
and in which she thrives – as ‘cool’ and as exciting as 
Alice’s adventures. n

“ We need strong maths 
education to underpin 
medicine, engineering, 
technology. The Human 
Genome project, secure 
communications, defence 
research – all are 
dependent on a maths 
foundation,” says  
Professor Praeger.

UWA’s Winthrop Professor 
Cheryl Praeger



UWA takes up the maths challenge
Professor Praeger is by no means working solo 

to promote the study of maths. Across the world 

in London, UWA graduate Matt Parker is using 

his love of maths in several innovative ways. 

Currently the Public Engagement Mathematics Fellow at 
Queen Mary (University of London) working with schools 
in “maths enrichment”, Matt says he drifted from being 
a ‘normal’ classroom teacher to combining maths with 
stand-up comedy! 

“I’ve had a sold-out maths+comedy show at the 
Edinburgh Festival and have toured with Professor Brian 
Cox, presenting maths and science to over 100,000 people. 
It’s great to see people celebrating their love of maths and 
science.” (Professor Cox, who has been described as the 
pop star of science, visited Australia last year.) 

Matt, a popular lecturer for the London Mathematical 
Society, has also used magic to teach maths. “An 
adolescent needs to see an immediate reason to learn 
something; the abstract threat that they’ll need it in future 
rarely works. However, if they see that by learning maths 
now they can immediately use it to do a maths trick and 
annoy their friends and family, suddenly they’re motivated!” 
If you’d like to know more visit: mathematicalmagic.com

On the local front, UWA’s School of Mathematics 
and Statistics has an active outreach program chaired 
by Associate Professor Michael Giudici and Assistant 
Professor Nazim Khan. The program involves visits to 
schools and hosting school visits (including Mathematics 
Day) during which lectures and hands-on activities are 
organised. The School also participates in the CSIRO-
initiated Mathematicians in Schools program that sees a 
UWA mathematician forming a long term relationship with 
a school to provide support for students and teachers.

Dr Nazim Khan says the School is also exploring the 
possibility of a voluntary part-time Mathematician-in-
Residence program to support teachers in preparation for 
the National Mathematics Curriculum. He is a firm believer 
in introducing students to projects that demonstrate 
the practical application of maths in technology, the 
environment and everyday life.

“In one secondary school we compared house prices 
in different suburbs, with each team assigned a different 
suburb,” says Dr Khan. “Using an equation in Excel to 
randomly select houses, we collated the price data from 
real estate websites. Teams produced various statistics 
from this data, compared the prices across suburbs and 
discovered why it’s better to use the median price not 

the mean.” Later the whole class visited UWA and an 
enthusiastic teacher reported that some students were 
discussing becoming statisticians.

Professor Helen Wildy, Head of UWA’s School of 
Education, is confident that UWA initiatives in teacher 
training and support are also helping to lift the standard  
of maths teaching. 

“I have a particular passion for this area, because 
mathematics is my own teaching discipline,” she says. 
“The Faculty of Education strongly believes that rich 
content knowledge, as well as robust pedagogical 
content knowledge, are essential to develop high quality 
mathematics learning at all levels of schooling. 

“We prepare teachers through our Masters of Teaching 
degree, a two year course for Early Childhood, Primary 
and Secondary initial teacher education. We focus on 
deep understanding of mathematical concepts backed up 
through hands-on activities.

“In this year’s secondary mathematics curriculum 
units we have participants with PhDs in mathematics 
and to encourage UWA students to consider teaching, 
particularly mathematics teaching, we offer a professional 
pathway through their Bachelor of Science degree. This 
is supported by activities with pre-services teachers and 
school visits during their undergraduate degree. We aim to 
attract some of UWA’s brightest and best to become the 
brightest and best mathematics teachers of the future.”

Among the ‘brightest and best’ is PhD graduate Dr 
Robert Sisson who returned to campus to study for a 
Grad Dip after enjoying weekend teaching sessions with 
his sons. 

“I’d been working in mathematical modelling/software 
engineering in the mining industry for 17 years so I know 
how important it is to have surveyors, mining engineers 
and geologists who start their tertiary studies having had 
first class maths training in high school,” Dr Sisson said.

Dr Sisson believes the key to turning kids onto  
maths is to give them some real world context for what 
they are doing.

“When I hear a maths student asking: ‘What’s this 
for?’ I always provide some context.” Recent practicums 
saw him telling students about the use of trigonometry 
in underground mine surveying and about linear 
programming in mine planning and scheduling.

The graduate is enthusiastic about his practicum 
experiences. “It is fascinating and fun to teach students 
right across the range of abilities,” he says.

With that brand of enthusiasm, UWA graduates are 
helping to ensure that maths becomes ‘cool’ for the 
engineers and scientists of tomorrow. n
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L-R: UWA graduate  Matt 
Parker and Professor Helen 
Wildy, Head of UWA’s School 
of Education

“ An adolescent  
needs to see an 
immediate reason  
to learn something...” 

“ We aim to attract  
the brightest  
and best.” 



There are 58 scholars and 31 alumni,  

and each UWA Fogarty Foundation Scholar  

will become a leader. 

The Scholarship Program, which celebrates its tenth 
anniversary this year, was established in 2004 by the 
Fogarty Foundation and UWA to encourage academically 
gifted students to study in Western Australia.

Each year, UWA and The Fogarty Foundation fund up 
to four regional and 10 city scholarships offered to the 
State’s brightest high school students. Recipients’ tuition 
fees are paid for the life of their degree and they receive 
more than $1,000 annually for other expenses. Regional 
students receive accommodation at a UWA college.

Since 2007, WA’s top academic high school leaver – 
the Beazley Medallist – has been accepted into the  
UWA Fogarty Foundation Undergraduate Scholarship 
Program. The program has also produced the last two  
WA Rhodes Scholars.

In its first decade, the Fogarty Foundation has provided 
$2 million to the scholarship program.

Fogarty Foundation Executive Chairperson Dr Annie 
Fogarty AM says while the scholarship recognised 
outstanding academic success, it also sought community-
minded students and those accomplished in other areas, 
such as leadership. Being active in the community is 
particularly important as it was a motivating factor for 
Dr Annie and her husband Dr Brett Fogarty when they 
established the Fogarty Foundation in 2000.

“Our children had just started school and we wanted 
to make sure we were involved in the community and were 
considering what we could do to make Western Australia a 
good place to live,” says Dr Fogarty.

They chose to focus on education because they 
appreciate its transformative potential.

“Coming from country WA, Brett was keen to 
encourage and support regional students to study at 
university,” says Dr Fogarty.

An important element of the scholarship program is 
the Leadership Program, which provides opportunities for 
the Scholars to meet community leaders from a range of 
sectors and connect with other like-minded young people 
who wish to be involved in the community. 

“The Scholars get to learn what the leaders have  
gone through, spend time with them and call on them  
in the future.”

Alumni reaching their potential
David Sherwood, the 2008 Bunbury Senior High School 
dux, says it would have been difficult for him to study in 
Perth had he not received the scholarship in 2009. 

He initially enrolled in a Bachelor of Science but his 
career focus changed after receiving a Fogarty scholarship 
and being exposed to its leadership program. As WA’s 
2013 Rhodes Scholar, David is now studying at Oxford 
University towards a two-year Bachelor of Arts. 

He wants to work to bridge the gap between the 
disadvantaged in society, including those living in low 
socioeconomic areas, Indigenous Australians, and those 
living in the country.

David started to bridge the gap while at UWA, 
establishing Teach Learn Grow in 2011 with fellow student 
Travis Elliot. The Fogarty Foundation provided seed money 
to get the registered charity up and running.

The idea behind Teach Learn Grow arose from 
David’s realisation of how lucky he was to be able to go 
to university and how those who lived in the city had a 
distinct advantage over their rural counterparts. 

“Perth kids have the advantage because they can live at 
home and are familiar with the city environment,” he says.

Teach Learn Grow aims to level the field by offering 
free tutoring and mentoring to children living in regional  
WA to improve their chances of academic success.  
In the first year, 13 UWA students, mainly made up of 
Fogarty Scholars, spent a week in the Mid-West town 
of Three Springs, providing individual tutoring to primary 
school students.

Today, Teach Learn Grow has a volunteer base of  
130 tutors and has provided more than 8,000 hours of free 
tutoring and mentoring to rural and Indigenous students 
and those from low socioeconomic areas.

David says receiving the UWA Fogarty Foundation 
scholarship had meant he didn’t need to get a part-time job.

“If I hadn’t received the scholarship, I would have had 
to have a part-time job and I would not have had the time 
to establish Teach Learn Grow,” he says.

Dr Alison Soerensen was one of four inaugural 
scholarship recipients who all came from the country. 

Much like David Sherwood, the scholarship had made 
it financially possible for Dr Soerensen to attend university. 
The accommodation on campus had provided the 
emotional and social support she needed when moving 
from Australind to Perth.

Dr Soerensen enrolled in a Bachelor of Medicine 
and Surgery in 2004 and graduated in 2010. She also 
completed her Honours in genetics during this time.

She says when she had first arrived at University, her 
ambition was to become an expert in something and 
receive international recognition for her work. But the 

Development and Alumni Relations
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work of the Fogartys and the Foundation’s programs with 
those living in disadvantaged or low socioeconomic areas 
inspired her, and Dr Soerensen changed her focus.

“Working with people who are disadvantaged and do 
not have the access to services, I have found is where I’m 
happiest,” she says.

A decade on, the UWA Fogarty Foundation 
Undergraduate Scholarship Program alumni is a small but 
growing community. And, as Dr Fogarty says, if you get a 
few bright people together they will do more great things 
than if they were on their own. n
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The ripple effect 
The UWA Fogarty Scholars are supported  

by the Fogarty Foundation to develop 

their leadership potential by establishing or 

contributing to initiatives, activities and projects 

they’re passionate about. There has been a 

significant spark of activity in this area in the  

last couple of years.

Profectus: Founded this year by Scholars Mark Shelton 
and Bharath Iyer, Profectus aims to help university 
students get their ideas off the ground. Profectus offers 
workshops, a digital network of like-minded individuals 
and successful entrepreneurs, and guidance for budding 
entrepreneurs to reach early milestones. profectus.org.au

WASTV: In January 2013 Beazley Medallists and Scholars 
Michael Taran and Binu Jayawardena founded WA 
Student TV with the aim of empowering social change. 
The volunteer-run media network provides students  
the chance to create, educate, and advocate.  
youtube.com/WASTVchannel  

Ignite: In 2011 UWA Fogarty Scholar Sasha Quahe helped 
her sister Ilona set up and develop Ignite, a mentoring 
and tutoring program that supports students from low 
socioeconomic areas, empowering and inspiring them to 
reach their potential. igniteproject.org.au

WACE Workshops: Since 2012 Scholar Amy Steinepreis 
has offered exam advice to students in exchange  
for a donation to the WA Institute for Medical Research. 
She has delivered 40 WACE Workshops to Year 12  
French, Italian and Literature classes to date. 
conquercancer.org.au/goto/amysteinepreis 

Fogarty Scholars Association (FSA): In 2011 FSA set 
up Fogarty Futures to enable high school students to join 
in educational programs. In 2012, FSA supported regional 
WA school students to attend exam revision workshops 
in Perth, and this year, funds raised have supported a 
Leadership Conference. fogartyscholars.org.au

CoderDojo WA: This initiative, run by tertiary student and 
industry mentors, provides free, fun computer coding and 
programming workshops to school students. Scholars 
Imogen Forbes-Macphail and Harry Smallbone are 
CoderDojo WA Champions and other Scholars volunteer 
as mentors. facebook.com/CoderDojoWA

Top row: CoderDojo WA, Dr Alison Soerensen, 2013 Fogarty 
Scholars Association
Bottom row: Profectus, WACE Workshops, Ignite
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When The University of Western Australia opened its  

doors in 1913, its first cohort of students was soon planning 

a Guild of Undergraduates that would give voice to their 

expectations of studying at the State’s first university. Like the 

University itself, the Guild has charted an individual course 

during its first century and serving on its Council has provided 

invaluable training for graduates who have gone on to become 

national figures in politics, justice, economics and foreign affairs.

Trea Wiltshire reports

 Those 
 were 
 the  
  days... 

The GUild 
TUrns 100 

Early Prosh floats on Wellington Street and student theatre. 
(Photos: UWA Archives)
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Guild of Undergraduates, 1913

Guild of Undergraduates, 1969

The GUild 
TUrns 100 
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When they gather in the Somerville Auditorium each year 
for the University’s commencement ceremony hosted 
by the Vice-Chancellor and Guild President, freshers are 
urged to take full advantage of a campus that – over a 
century – has acquired an enviable identity. 

UWA is acknowledged for the academic excellence 
that now ranks it among the world’s top 100 universities, 
but also for its lively social and sporting life, and for the 
wealth of clubs affiliated with the UWA Student Guild. 

It goes without saying that Guild events have  
provided graduates with some of their most cherished 
UWA memories.

Guild President and Rhodes Scholar Bob Hawke (who 
went on to become Australia’s Prime Minister) would sum 
up his time at UWA in the 1950s in this way: 

“It was a fun place. We enjoyed ourselves hugely while 
still managing a reasonable amount of work. Certainly all of 
us who at any stage had the privilege of being students on 
that beautiful campus – and in serving in the affairs of its 
student body – were the lucky people.”

Arts/Law graduate Roxanne Moore (who was recently 
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship) recalls joining several 
clubs, including the Blackstone Society, the University 
Dramatic Society and Amnesty International, as well as 
participating in Prosh. She says these clubs provided an 
instant circle of friends when she arrived on campus from 
Margaret River.

“I probably had too much fun at UWA, and could 
have spent more time in the Law Library,” says the high 
achiever, “but these fantastic experiences left me rich in 
friends and fond memories.” 

Students quickly appreciate that acquiring a UWA 
degree goes well beyond knowledge garnered at lectures, 
tutorials or in laboratories. As the 1931 Guild President 
‘Nugget’ Coombs (later Governor of the Reserve Bank) 
observed, UWA wasn’t a “graduate shop” training 
men and women for professions, it was “the home of 
knowledge, where students could develop their intellect 
and ideas”. 

That advice is now part of the expectation of those 
who study on a multicultural campus drawing students 
from more than 103 countries. Chief Justice of the High 
Court Robert French still recalls the sense of intellectual 
excitement that arrival at UWA in the 1960s engendered: 
“It was not just about the things that I was to study, but 
also the whole anticipated experience of a world of ideas 
and debate in matters political, philosophical, religious, 
scientific and cultural. I was not disappointed.”

Today, Vice-Chancellor Paul Johnson also reminds 
freshers that community service has always been an 
element of student life at UWA. He encourages students 
to volunteer for University Camp for Kids, Perth’s oldest 
registered children’s charity – as did the current UWA 
Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney (now Chair of the National 
Bank of Australia) and Dr Sue Boyd, a former diplomat and 
Chair of UWA’s Centenary Planning Committee. 

Students need no encouragement to participate  
in the mayhem of Prosh, the Guild’s annual fund-raiser  
that unleashes on to Perth’s streets costumed students 
and the satirical Pelican newspaper. While it may 
occasionally disrupt the traffic and amuse or outrage 
locals, Prosh always raises funds for worthy causes. 
(During April this year, students in Perth and Albany  
raised more than $102,000.)

Both the camp for underprivileged children and Prosh 
were early Guild initiatives, the first camp being held in 
1936, and Prosh became an annual fund-raiser in the 
1930s. In recent years the Guild has launched Guild 
Volunteering (in partnership with Volunteering WA) that 
pairs community organisations in need of willing hands 
with students keen to contribute.

The Guild has always played a vital role in making 
the campus student-friendly and today the services it 
offers include a range of clubs and societies, events, 
function rooms, volunteering opportunities, emergency 
student loans and much more. The Guild is also largely 
responsible for giving the campus its ‘village’ atmosphere 
with the cafés, banks, medical and eye care centres, a 

A young ‘Nugget’ Coombs who  
was always keen on cricket and  
was a member of the University 
Cricket Club

University Camp for Kids

Prosh raises funds for worthy charitable causes
One of the Irwin Street 
buildings

A 1937 Prosh photo

Vice-Chancellor Professor Paul Johnson in Winthrop Hall 
with the Centenary mascot that has become familiar  
on campus as both UWA and the Guild celebrate
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pharmacy and other facilities accommodated in today’s 
Guild Village (formerly known as Koort Kwoba Dandjoo – 
Happy Hearts Together – in Noongar). 

This year the University, Convocation and the Guild 
are all celebrating centenaries. The University opened 
its doors to students in 1913 at the Irwin Street campus, 
and almost immediately the Guild was established as an 
independent body responsible to its student members. 

Like the University itself – which dispensed with fees 
and Latin mottoes – the Guild charted an independent 
course. It was entrepreneurial and far-sighted, qualities 
that proved invaluable in responding to students’ needs. 
After World War II, when the student body tripled with the 
return of those who had served on distant battlefields, 
it was the Guild that negotiated (with the Australian 
Department of Defence) the purchase of US servicemen’s 
accommodation on Matilda Bay for the Guild Hostel. 

It ran the hostel, along with the refectory in Hackett Hall, 
the Guild’s first home. And in 1944 Guild Council increased 
membership fees 50 per cent to fund a doubling of the area 
of Hackett Hall – with student support.

Robert Nicholson, who went on to become a Justice 
of the Federal Court, later recalled that the Guild initially 
opposed the appointment of a University warden for the 
Guild Hostel, preferring to keep its own manager, and the 
hostel proved a credit to the organisation. The graduate, 
who was Guild President in 1959, observed: 

“In 1959, in what was considered almost a radical 
step, we created an espresso coffee lounge adjacent 
to the Refectory. It was upmarket and decorated by the 
trendy David Foulkes-Taylor … The management of these 
businesses involved the Guild in responsible financial 
decisions as well as the choice of reliable staff.” 

The entrepreneurial drive of the Guild was 
acknowledged beyond campus when the new eastern 
wing of Hackett Hall was opened by the Prime Minister 
in 1961. Sir Robert Menzies (who received an honorary 
doctorate from UWA) said the event was “the first 
occasion on which I have been invited to open costly 

buildings paid for by the personal sacrifice and effort 
of undergraduates”. It was the first such building at any 
Australian campus funded in this way.

The foresight of the Guild was also demonstrated in 
1960 when it made a submission to Senate on the need 
to extend sporting facilities and, prior to UWA securing 
external funding, offered to lend the University funds so 
work on McGillivray Oval could begin. 

Several years earlier, students also played a leading 
role in raising 10,000 pounds for the Medical School 
Appeal that led to the establishment of the School of 
Medicine. Guild President Ted Maslen (who went on to 
become a much-loved Head of Physics) led the street 
appeal in 1955.

Given the roles the Guild had adopted, it’s not 
surprising that it also differed from other campuses by 
largely rejecting the post-war divisions that turned some 
campuses into ideological battlegrounds between left- 
and right-leaning students. However, as in all leading 
universities around the world, the issues of the day were 
robustly debated. 

Recalling his time at UWA, Chief Justice Robert 
French remembers that in 1968, as president of the 
Liberal Club, he organised a lunchtime lecture featuring 
the National Secretary of the Australian Communist Party, 
at a time when Russian tanks were rolling into Prague. A 
current-affairs style panel challenged the visitor’s defence 
of the Soviet incursion “much to the distress of local small 
‘c’ communists who had been keen to achieve a degree 
of respectability on campus”. 

Towards the end of that year Robert French  
recalls the Guild and political clubs joining forces for a 
march through the city drawing attention to “the ongoing 
suffering caused by the war in Vietnam”. At his insistence, 
the protestors wore academic gowns and distributed 
pamphlets, rather than carrying placards and shouting. 
Channel Seven reported the sombre procession: 
“Shoppers were baffled as the dark, silent horde swept 
through the city centre.”

“It was a fun place.  
We enjoyed ourselves 
hugely while still 
managing a reasonable 
amount of work. 
Certainly all of us 
who at any stage had 
the privilege of being 
students on that 
beautiful campus – and 
in serving in the affairs 
of its student body – 
were the lucky people.”
bob hawke 
(guild president, 1952)

Robert Nicholson, Guild President 1959, Senate representative  
Miss J. Rogerson and 1955 Guild President J F M Gillett

Hackett Hall 
extension 
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During Vietnam War protests, the Guild publication 
Pelican produced two front covers featuring the protests, 
and in 1971 passed a motion encouraging students 
to refuse to comply with the provisions of the National 
Service Act. “Until the government sees fit to repeal the 
National Service Act and release all political prisoners, 
this paper will continue to actively support, aid and abet 
all acts of resistance...” thundered editor Derek Schapper. 
He was arrested for non-compliance with the draft at a 
time when students went to great lengths to tip off draft-
dodging colleagues when the police arrived on campus. 

During the 1960s and 70s – an era of worldwide 
student protests – the Guild was also involved in high-
profile protests on domestic issues, including a Stirling 
Highway sit-in and a protest against a mining lease on 
an Aboriginal site. Through Pelican, it also took a stand 
against censorship laws that saw many books and 
films banned in Australia. This resulted in a mini-skirted 
Sue Boyd, the first female Guild President, making 
an appearance in court – and in the columns of local 
newspapers (see: The making of a diplomat). 

Dr Sue Boyd is not alone in viewing her term of office 
as an invaluable training ground for a diplomatic career 
that took her to the upper echelons of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Seeking Wisdom, A Centenary History of The 
University of Western Australia (edited by Jenny Gregory 
and published by UWA Publishing) has a chapter on the 
Guild by graduates Susie Byers and Andrew Thakrah. 
They observe that involvement in the Guild provided 
significant opportunities: 

“Students could travel interstate (or even overseas) to 
meet with other student representatives, they practised 
public speaking and ‘politicking’, they ran elections, 
got to know members of the University executive and 
gained exposure to financial and personnel management. 
Students learnt how committees operated, and worked 
with high-profile members of the community when they 
represented their colleagues on the University’s Senate.” 

Former WA Premier Geoff Gallop studied at UWA 
between 1969 and 1972 and recalls that campus politics 
were lively but well mannered.

“Not all Liberals were conservative or all Laborites 
radical. Among the student politicians Kim Beazley was a 
leading figure on the Labor side and Bob French on the 
Liberal side. Five members of my first Cabinet were my 
contemporaries at the University.”

Australian Ambassador to the US Kim Beazley (Guild 
President in 1970) says the motivation to get involved in 
politics began on campus during the Vietnam War.

“University campuses in those days seethed with 
foreign policy debates. There is nothing like a conscription 
policy – and a war that arouses passions – to focus the 
mind! Being socialised politically through the Vietnam 
War helped me to see the consequences of mistaken 
policy and to explore the roots of that policy.” The 1973 
Rhodes Scholar went on to study history at Oxford before 
returning to begin his distinguished career in Federal 
politics. (see: A good training for life in politics)

Working to produce the Guild’s Pelican, founded in 
1930, helped to spur the journalistic careers of several 
graduates. The first editor, Griff Richards, become Editor-
in-Chief of The West Australian and among its writers 
were Paul Hasluck (historian, politician and Governor 
General) and Jim Macartney (later Managing Director of 
WA Newspapers). 

Bret Christian, founder and Group Editor of the Post 
Newspapers, covered a street march against conscription 
in June 1966, and became “a Pelican fixture”. 

“A colourful palette of characters crowded the old 
Pelican office at the back of Hackett Hall and made up my 
mind about what I wanted to do. It was a turning point in 
my life. A lot was happening and the Pelican editor was 
hungry for stories. It was so much fun I couldn’t believe 
people on the outside got paid to do this stuff.” 

He dropped out, got a job on The Daily News and the 
rest is history!

“ University campuses in 
those days seethed with 
foreign policy debates. 
There is nothing like a 
conscription policy – 
and a war that arouses 
passions – to focus the 
mind! Being socialised 
politically through the 
Vietnam War helped me 
to see the consequences 
of mistaken policy  
and to explore the  
roots of that policy.”
kim beazley  
(guild president, 1970)

Students in chains at the National 
Service Registration Office, 1970 
(Photo: The West Australian)

Rhodes Scholar Kim Beazley 
with his parents 
(Photo: The West Australian)

Sue Boyd dancing 
with Vice Chancellor 
Prescott Chief Justice Robert French,  

1968 Liberal Club president
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Seeking Wisdom suggests that the introduction of 
Voluntary Student Unionism (VSU) by a State Government 
in 1977 “became a harbinger of the market-centred 
ideology that was to increasingly influence Australian 
higher education in later decades”.

Over the past few decades, the issue that most 
consistently thrust university guilds into the political 
arena has been that of guild membership fees. Once 
a compulsory method of funding guild services and 
activities in Australian universities, both State and Federal 
Governments have made ideological interventions that 
have been supported or opposed by Liberal and Labor 
Clubs on campus. 

However, the administrative arrangement put in  
place by the University and the Guild is one of the reasons 
why, after the reintroduction of VSU in the late 2005,  
UWA maintained the highest rate of guild membership  
of any campus in the country – a testament to its value  
to students. 

Law graduate Robert Nicholson probably reflects 
the view of many when he observed that being Guild 
President “offered an opening to the world”. He was  
one of many high-achieving graduates to went on to 
play a national role and who joined other distinguished 
graduates who recently returned to campus to celebrate 
the Guild’s Centenary. 

The Gala event also marked the launch of a history of 
the Guild, Two & Sixpence: A Student Century, published 
by the UWA Student Guild and edited by Patrick Cornish, 
a journalist who kicked off his career on the student 
newspaper, Pelican. From the era of black-and-white 
photographs to the 21st century of Facebook and Twitter, 
it covers connections between the University and the 
hundreds of thousands who have graduated and had fun 
along the way. 

Some of the great photos from this book have found a 
permanent home in the Hackett Café, along with images 
from the enormous David Gregson mural that once 

covered the wall of the Guild dining room in the Hackett 
Hall extension opened by Prime Minister Menzies in 1961. 

Former Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson, 
observes in the Guild’s history: “The Guild, and its 
societies and clubs, plays a pivotal role in enhancing the 
student experience outside class… Throughout my time 
at the University there have been many outstanding Guild 
Presidents and Councillors. Indeed I cannot recall in 20 
years a President who was not outstanding in some way.” 

The last word should go to current President 
Cameron Barnes who says that while the Guild has been 
a staunchly independent advocate for students, it has 
always seen itself as a partner in the University’s success 
– “a union of students which criticises when criticism is 
due and helps when help is needed”. 

When, in 1932, students came to the rescue by 
digging the unfinished Reflection Pond in readiness for the 
grand opening of Winthrop Hall, it was just one example 
of a partnership that has matured, and will endure through 
UWA’s second century. n

Sources
Material for this article were sourced from 
Seeking Wisdom, the Centenary History of The University 
of Western Australia, edited by Jenny Gregory and Jean 
Chetkovich, UWA Press, 2013
Campus at Crawley, Fred Alexander, UWA Press, 1963
Student Days, The University of Western Australian 
Student Guild, a Collection of Memoirs, edited by Julie 
Quinlivan, published by the Guild of Undergraduates, 1988

Guild President Cameron 
Barnes with the time 
capsule that was buried 
during the Guild Ball  
on 18 October

The Guild’s Business Manager 
Jonathon Zahra and Cultural 
Precinct Director Professor  
Ted Snell at the Centenary Gala 
with Gail Gregson, wife of the 
late David Gregson (seen in  
the background photo painting 
a mural in the Guild dining room 
in the 1960s). 

Above: Rio Tinto  
CEO Sam Walsh with  
Dr Sue Boyd (the first 
female Guild President) 
at the University’s 
Foundation Dinner

Guests enjoying the Centenary Gala
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Clockwise form left: Sir John Winthrop Hackett,  
William Somerville and Vice-Chancellor Edward Shann

The first Guild President
In 1913 the Guild chose not one of their  

peers but Sir John Winthrop Hackett as  

the first Guild President. 

UWA’s first benefactor, Sir John Winthrop Hackett, was 
held in high esteem by early students. Hackett, the first 
Chancellor and first Guild President, had insisted that the 
University would be the first in the British Empire not to 
charge tuition fees.

Students knew of the fierce controversy that had raged 
over fees prior to the opening of the University. They knew 
Hackett held the casting vote (as President of the Senate) 
in a debate that continued after the opening of UWA in 
1913 and Hackett’s death three years later.

 Supporters of fees claimed a ‘free university’ degree 
would be considered inferior – a charge countered 
by accusations of snobbery – and declared that the 
University faced a deficit of more than a thousand pounds. 
Academics were demanding salary increases, the State 
Government was refusing to increase UWA’s annual grant 
and in 1921 even the Graduates Association supported a 
Senate move to impose fees. 

However, Associate Professor George Wood (Classics) 
claimed he would sooner see his salary reduced than the 
University being saddled “with those abominable twins – 
an unfair fee and a poverty plea”. 

Wood’s eloquence failed to win the day and the 
statute was passed by Senate and Convocation. The 
press aired the controversy – with left-leaning William 
Somerville and the economist and Vice-Chancellor Edward 
Shann (Foundation Professor of History and Economics) 
presenting differing viewpoints. 

The matter was settled when parliamentarians were 
reminded that they had already resolved (in 1912) that ‘all 
education at the University of Western Australia should 
be free’. It was also accepted that the modest UWA grant 
needed to be increased, and so it was in 1922. n

From Guild President  
to PM’s advisor

The 1931 Guild President went 

on to become a trusted adviser 

to several Prime Ministers. 

Herbert Cole ‘Nugget’ Coombs 
(1906-1997) was the son of a  
country railway station-master and  

a mother who encouraged the reading 
of Dickens and Thackeray, and a 

commitment to social justice. 
One of six children and a scholarship 

student at Perth Modern School, he went on to 
complete Arts studies at UWA (as an external student) 
while also teaching at a Wheatbelt school. 

In 1931, he completed his Masters in Economics at  
the new Crawley campus, and a Hackett Studentship took 
him to the London School of Economics (LSE) for  PhD 
studies. The young graduate was shocked by London’s 
slums: “There was depression at home, but it didn’t go 
nearly as far in the direction of actually empty stomachs, 
cold and sordid misery”. He worked hard, juggling home 
life and the birth of a first child, determined to complete his 
research-based PhD in two years. 

Coombs’s thesis on central banking ensured that he 
was in demand on his return and he went on to serve 

the nation in a variety of roles including Governor of the 
Reserve Bank (1949-1968). His wide-ranging interests 
and passion for Aboriginal advancement saw him become 
chairman of the Council for Aboriginal Affairs and founding 
head of the Australia Council for the Arts.

A string of Prime Ministers trusted his judgement and 
Chifley, who had no training in economics, relied heavily 
on his advice. He went on to advise both Menzies and 
Whitlam, helping the ALP to write its policy on Aboriginal 
affairs and its commitment to land rights.  

Former Australian Ambassador to the United States  
in the 1970s, Alan Renouf, recalled the ‘affection and 
respect’ in which Nugget Coombs was held.

When asked by the leader of an  
American delegation why Coombs was  
called Nugget, Renouf replied “because 
he was small and stocky”. The 
American added that it might also 
indicate his “pure gold” qualities. 

Nugget himself was more 
modest, explaining that when 
growing up any person or animal 
stockily built, tough and hard 
working was called Nugget, and 
the down-to-earth bureaucrat  
was more than happy with the 
name, believing that Herbert  
had ‘Pommy’ overtones. n
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“A good training for life in politics”
Former Deputy Prime Minister Kim Beazley  

was a UWA Professorial Fellow before becoming 

Australia’s Ambassador to the US. He recalls  

his time as Guild President in 1970.  

“There were a number of issues which we thought were 
big and some more objective observers might even think 
one or two of them were! This was the Vietnam era and 
campuses in Australia were alive with agitation on the war 
and conscription. 

“The Guild was a more conservative institution than the 
eastern states’ Students Representative Councils (SRC). 
There was resistance to establishing a political position 
unless it represented student opinion. Accordingly we 
held a referendum on the war and conscription. Fifty-six 
per cent opposed the war and 80 per cent opposed 

conscription. That validated the Guild conducting a 
number of teach-ins on the war. Also, the Guild building 
was well used at the time by a number of draft resisters. 

“Apart from general politics, campus politics had 
their intensities too. The issue of the day was student 
representation and we were actively seeking student 
appointments to a variety of boards and most notably the 
Senate. No-one seems to think that so important these 
days but we were immensely conscious of the power of 
these institutions. 

“It should be remembered that there were about  
6,000 full-time students at what was the only university 
in WA. Now, there would be the best part of 100,000 
students at multiple institutions. When I returned to UWA 
after 27 years in politics, I found a very different attitude 
amongst students. There was much less collective 
consciousness, much more cynicism about politics, much 
more focus on what life would be after university and 
much more diligent attention to studies.

“The Guild Presidency was a good training for life 
in politics, as was election to the Guild Council. In my 
day there was compulsory voting so we had quite a big 
electorate. You had to campaign very hard on the basis 
of a believable and achievable platform. You needed to 
build consensus around your candidacy. Your average 
voter was very cautious and cynical about candidates who 
might use their position to advance either their political 
interests or political positions generally. 

“At the same time, the Guild had much wider 
responsibilities than SRCs on other campuses. It was 
effectively a combination of an SRC and a university 
union. You did not go on to the Council simply to 
pontificate. It handled pretty serious money and there was 
an expectation that you would administer it wisely.” n

Ambassador to the US Kim Beazley, welcoming former US Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton to the campus for the opening of the Perth 
USAsia Centre, and introducing her to then Tertiary Education 
Minister Chris Evans. On the left is US Ambassador Jeffrey Bleich

The making of a diplomat
Dr Sue Boyd revisits the contest that saw her 

become the first female Guild President, with the  

backing of the all-male Judo Club and a super-

efficient sorority from St Catherine’s College. 

The year 1969 will go down in Guild history as one of high-
profile activism. There was the Stirling Highway sit-in that 
mobilised several thousand students pressing for a safe 
pedestrian tunnel following the death of a student. There 
was the pegging of the King’s Park War Memorial, to draw 
a parallel with an Aboriginal protest against a mining permit 
threatening a sacred site (the permit was revoked). And 
there was a much-reported court appearance following 
Pelican’s publication of explicit passages from the banned 
Lady Chatterley’s Lover and a theatre poster for Othello 
considered by local police to be obscene. 

There were also less-public triumphs, like an 
agreement that UWA’s Guild President would become 
an ex-officio member of Senate, giving students a voice 
at the highest level and a decision that future presidents 
could take a year off studying. 

“We also provided legal aid, worked for cheaper 
off-campus housing for students, and put the finishing 
touches to the new Guild building,” recalls Dr Boyd. 

All this was set against an international backdrop of 
student activism, the rise of feminism, and “a sense  
of crusade and changing the world”. During that year,  
the president also changed her career plans, deciding  
to join Australia’s diplomatic service rather than becoming 
a teacher. 

Dr Boyd went on to hold posts as Ambassador, 
High Commissioner and Consul General in Bangladesh, 
Vietnam, Hong Kong, Fiji, and other posts, including time 
at the United Nations in New York. Her final post was as 
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Sue Boyd with Alastair MacKinley and Ian Temby on the front page 
of the Daily News (Photo: The Daily News Archive/Community 
Newspapers)

High Commissioner in Fiji. In 2002 she was awarded a 
UWA Honorary Doctorate of Letters. 

Since retiring in 2003, Dr Boyd has embarked  
on a second career as a company director and business 
coach, and become a member of the UWA Senate.  
She is currently Chair of the Senate’s Centenary  
Planning Committee. 

Giving advice to a string of Guild Presidents has  
been part of her long association with UWA – and she  
is pleased to do so. 

“They’re sensible, capable people,” she says. “They 
possess energy, enthusiasm and vision, and they’re 
running a complex institution and being persuasive 
student advocates. I can appreciate all this when I 
observe them in Senate and I’m always impressed with 
the qualities that will set them up for successful roles in 
public life.” 

She also appreciates the hard work involved – she was 
the last to hold the post while studying for her DipEd. “I 

managed not to fail – but I am still haunted by a recurrent 
nightmare of failing my finals!”

In fact, her work as a part-time reporter for The Daily 
News led to a job offer, and on graduating she also had 
offers from ABC TV and the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT). 

Dr Boyd remembers her year as Guild President as 
a time of student-led change: “It was a time of Vietnam 
protests, with male students being called up. The Paris 
riots were student-led and still very much in the media, 
and the following year there were the US killings of 
students at Kent State University by National Guardsmen.

“In that charged atmosphere of the 60s, students saw 
themselves as agents of change – and if you look across 
student leadership in Australian universities at that time, 
you find many who emerged as players on the national 
and international stage. 

“On campus the increasing presence of international 
students, many of whom also lived in St Catherine’s 
College, also made us feel part of a changing world.”

Censorship was one of the issues the Guild took  
up, mounting a week-long series of lunchtime seminars  
on the issue, while Pelican produced a special issue 
featuring a banned theatre poster and passages from  
D H Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover. 

“Predictably the police charged the Guild, and 
editor Alastair Mackinlay, with producing an obscene 
publication,” recalls Dr Boyd. “We were represented by 
up-and-coming young solicitor Ian Temby and I believe 
the case became a legal milestone. Nevertheless, we lost 
and I was surprised that, with such a record, DFAT offered 
me a job the following year!” (Graduate and barrister Ian 
Temby went on to become the first Commissioner of the 
NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption).

Writing a piece for the Guild’s 75th anniversary 
publication Student Days during her posting as the 
Australian High Commissioner in Bangladesh, Sue Boyd 
recalled the atmosphere on campus in 1969: “What 
remains fresh in the memory was our conviction that 
we had the opportunity to change the world, improve 
education and shake Australia out of its complacent 
apathy. We were the lucky few learning to think, question 
and explore.

“The community had a right to expect something from 
us in return for the massive investment in our education. 
Part of our legitimate role was to ruffle official feathers 
and play our part in pushing back the boundaries of the 
possible and the thinkable.” 

Dr Boyd – who led the ruffling of those feathers –  
is happy to see that this fine Guild tradition continues  
to thrive. n

“ In that charged atmosphere of the  
60s, students saw themselves as agents  
of change – and if you look across 
student leadership in Australian 
universities at that time, you find many 
who emerged as players on the national 
and international stage.”

The making of a diplomat continued
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While the 1960s are invariably hailed as the 

defining decade for student activism, the winner 

of the 2013 Western Australian of the Year Youth 

Award, Michael Sheldrick, is ensuring that the 

high ideals nurtured at universities loom as large 

in the 21st century’s second decade. 

UWA graduate Michael Sheldrick recalls that the  
activism that saw him acknowledged as 2013 Young 
Western Australian of the Year took root and flourished 
on campus during his Arts/Law studies. It was a case 
of one thing leading to another after he helped set up a 
UWA-based branch of the youth philanthropic Oaktree 
Foundation. That put him in touch with others who shared 
his passion for ‘making a difference’ – like fellow student 
and 2013 Young Australian of the Year Akram Azimi, 
who worked with him on the Global Poverty Project’s,  
End of Polio campaign.   

Working with the Global Poverty Project, Michael has 
managed to persuade leaders from other Commonwealth 
nations to pledge millions to end polio, has won the 
support of the Gates Foundation, has taken his advocacy 
to gatherings of global leaders at the United Nations, has 
effectively harnessed social media and live music concerts 
to deliver campaign messages, and has adopted the 
mantra of globe-trotting performer/philanthropist Bono: 

“The world is more malleable than you think and it’s 
waiting for you to hammer it into shape.”  

Michael has been hammering, travelling, and lobbying 
ever since. He’s a persuasive public speaker, but it’s  
his passion for philanthropy that has seen him graduate 
from on-campus activism to overseeing the policy 
direction of September’s Global Citizen Festival in New 
York’s Central Park. This huge advocacy awareness event 
(featuring the likes of Stevie Wonder, Kings of Leon, Alicia 
Keys and John Mayer) shone the international spotlight on 
the more than 50 million children who currently go without 
a basic primary education. The wind-up to the event saw 
Stevie Wonder introducing the UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon.  

The UWA graduate is a true believer in the 
transformative power of education, and when Malala 
Yousafzai, the articulate education activist (whom the 
Taliban attempted to silence) addressed the United 
Nations Youth Assembly in July, Michael was one of 500 
youth delegates from around the world who was there to 
hear her impassioned plea. 

The impetus to get involved globally is Michael’s 
conviction that young activists must breathe new life into 
the Make Poverty History movement and the Millennium 
Development Goals that all United Nations member 
countries signed up to in 2000.

Michael Sheldrick with the 
poster for the huge Central 
Park event 

Global activist 
tackles  
global poverty
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“ Universities have always been 
the heart and soul of activism 
– think anti-war marches, 
feminism campaigns and a raft of 
other movements. It’s no surprise  
my activism began at UWA.”

The UWA graduate admits that while putting his  
Law degree to good use has become his default ambition,  
the charge he gets from global activism is potent. When 
his mentor at the Global Poverty Project, Wei Soo, 
suggested that, in partnership with Rotary International, he 
establish The End of Polio campaign – an achievable goal 
given 99 per cent of the world is free of the disease – the 
challenge was hard to resist. 

“We knew the public had become sceptical about the 
world’s ability to end extreme poverty, but we were also 
convinced that we could persuade them that change was 
possible if only we could show them a very clear sign of 
progress. We thought the eradication of polio could be 
that sign,” says Michael. “I was working as a summer clerk 
when asked to run The End of Polio campaign. It was 
made very clear that there was minimal funding – for just 
three months – and that there were no sponsors, no staff, 
no resources!”

His first port of call was the Gates Foundation and 
while his campaign plans received a polite hearing, the 
Foundation clearly wanted to see if the young Australian 
would sink or swim.

With the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) being planned for Perth, Michael’s 
second line of attack was called into action. He requested 
an audience with the then Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
and left with an assurance that the PM was interested 
in putting polio eradication on the agenda at CHOGM. 
Michael and his team felt they could give the PM a public 
mandate to support polio eradication at CHOGM by 
organising a concert – like Bono and Bob Geldof’s Make 
Poverty History campaigns – that would focus minds, lift 
spirits and loosen the purse strings. They had less than 
six months to bring sponsors and performers on board.

It was a huge challenge, but with help from supportive 
NGOs, international impresarios, artists, and an energetic 
American producer – Lindsay Hadley – the CHOGM 
concert at the Belvoir Amphitheatre was a big success. 
The following day he was invited to a media conference 

Michael Sheldrick (2013 Western Australian of the Year (Youth) 
and current Young Australian of the Year Akram Azimi with 
the Masai man, Loingishu Sanay in Kenya where the UWA 
graduates are working with the community on education 
challenges that are part of the So They Can project.
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Michael Sheldrick with Ban Ki-moon at the Global Citizen Festival in 
New York.  The UN Secretary General summed up the mood of the 
evening when he told the audience, “Stevie Wonder is an amazing 
United Nations messenger of peace... Tonight, so are you.”



during which it was announced the Australian Government 
would give $50 million to global polio eradication efforts. 
By the end of CHOGM, a total of $118 million had been 
pledged by Commonwealth leaders. 

When the Gates Foundation was informed, its founder 
is reported to have observed: “That is impressive.”

“It was a turning point for the eradication campaign,” 
recalls Michael, and it has seen him and UWA student 
Akram Azimi attending international gatherings, meeting 
Bill Gates, visiting vaccination centres in Africa and India 
and lauding the efforts of what they call the true heroes 
of the campaign: the on-the-ground community health 
workers who travel to remote communities to ensure that 
a disease that has claimed and destroyed countless lives 
can eventually be wiped out, just like smallpox. 

Both Michael and Akram believe that through 
mobilising public and political support – including funding 
– for the campaign, polio will be history by 2018. 

In an era when young Australians are said to be turned 
off by politics, Michael believes it is vital his peers use their 
collective voice to shape national and international issues – 
“because often we forget how powerful our voice can be”.

He’s also convinced most parliamentarians, 
irrespective of their persuasion, enter politics to ‘change 
the world’ and when young activists approach them with 
worthwhile, viable projects, it rekindles an idealism that 
may have been dimmed by the maelstrom of political life.  

“It’s so important for young people to engage, because 
this is the world we will inherit,” stresses the graduate. 
“You don’t have to be a wealthy lobbyist with a big cheque 
book to make a difference. Online activism, combined with 
traditional grassroots advocacy efforts, has made it much 
easier to convince politicians of the change people want. 

“Universities have always been the heart and soul of 
activism – think anti-war marches, feminism campaigns 
and a raft of other movements. It’s no surprise my activism 
began at UWA. I know of many students who are yearning 
to get involved in campaigns that ignite their passion. 
Sure, there may be a focus on career and job prospects, 
particularly in that cohort of Law graduates I’m most 
familiar with, but even with studying, doing a clerkship, or 
working, there’s still time to contribute. And Law students 
in particular tend to be incredibly idealistic.”

Michael applauds the fact that community service 
and volunteering – in the form of Service Learning – have 
become a component of New Courses, and he hails 
the initiative of the UWA Student Guild in partnering with 
VolunteeringWA to create the Guild Volunteering Hub that 
is widening opportunities for community service on the 
campus on which he studied.    

Readers wishing to know more about Michael’s 
campaigning can visit the website globalcitizen.org or get 
in touch through twitter (his handle is @micksheldrick). The 
link to the Global Citizen Festival is globalfestival.com n
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UWA graduate John Townsend looks back  

on a century of success stories that will feature 

in a forthcoming history of The University of  

WA Cricket Club. Current members include 

Ashton Agar whose astonishing Test debut made 

headlines around the world. Past players include 

the likes of John Inverarity and Rod Marsh,  

along with a string of prominent Federal 

politicians. John is cricket writer at The West 

Australian and he played 251 matches for UCC.

Devotees of the University of WA Cricket Club wrestled 
with a dilemma for most of the winter as they kept a close 
eye on the Ashes campaign unfolding in England.

Which was the club’s greatest moment of the series? 
Was it the first Test at Trent Bridge in Nottingham when 
teenage spinner Ashton Agar made an astounding debut 
and Chris Rogers was recalled after five years in the Test 
wilderness? Or was it the fourth Test in Durham when 
Rogers produced his maiden century to match the brilliant 
effort by England batsman Ian Bell?

Agar is a current player at UCC and the club’s 
youngest Test debutant. He scored 98 in that first Test 
match and helped set a new world record for a 10th 
wicket partnership, all while becoming one of the rarest of 
beasts – a genuine overnight sensation. Rogers was UCC 
captain for several seasons, has scored more A-grade 
centuries than any other university player and while he has 
moved to Melbourne to play for Victoria, he has remained 
steadfast in his support and interest in the club.

And what of Bell, the Ashes scourge whose breath-
taking batting consigned Australia to a humiliating defeat? 
He was also a UCC player, albeit an overseas guest, 
who has repeatedly said that his season with the club in 
2003-04 was the turning point in the development of his 
cricket. It is an irony that a club figure with the luminous 
profile of John Inverarity, currently the Australian chairman 
of selectors, was Bell’s county coach a decade ago and 
the catalyst for his pivotal season in Perth.

“John got me over to the University of WA cricket club 
for six months and it was no coincidence that I made my 
Test debut not long after that experience,” Bell told the 
world after scoring his third century of the Ashes series.

UCC’s greatest moment of the series may remain in 
dispute but there is little doubt over the club’s contribution 
to the Ashes this year. Not only have those three players 
had a significant impact and Inverarity been a principal 
mover behind the scenes but Rod Marsh, one of the 
other selectors, was club captain in the 1960s, while 
Cricket Australia chairman Wally Edwards was a dashing 
premiership opening batsman.

It was fitting that so many UCC figures have risen to 
such prominence this year in what is the centenary of the 

UWA cricket 
celebrates  
its century

Left: UCC’s Geoff Gallop who went on to become WA Premier 
Opposite: The First Cricket XI (Photo: UWA Archives)
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club. And their exploits are sure to be among the topics 
of conversation when the club hosts a gala function in 
December to celebrate the first century.

Historian John Meyer, a former Reid Library stalwart 
and UCC scorer, is currently completing a history that will 
reveal the parallels between the club’s emergence and 
those of the university and State themselves.

It is 100 years since The University of WA was formed 
and it was little surprise that cricket was among the first 
sports to establish a club at the new institution. 

Philip le Couteur was UWA’s inaugural philosophy 
lecturer and being a cricketer of great substance, he  
had barely unpacked his bags in Perth before inviting a 
group of staff and students to help him create a club.  
The contribution and performance of le Couteur, whose 
haul of 83 wickets in that first season has never been 
matched, was recognised several years ago when the 
club struck the le Couteur medal for the annual champion 
player. A Sheffield Shield player with Victoria before taking  
up his Rhodes Scholarship at Oxford, his playing 
contribution there included the unmatched feat of an 
innings of 160 and 11 wickets in the annual university 
match against Cambridge.

So, it was in 1913-14 that University entered the WACA 
competition, playing North Perth in the inaugural match  
at Loton’s Park, now nib Stadium, and since carving out  
a substantial role within WA cricket.

There has been plenty of glory since then with eight 
A-grade premierships, 20 more in the lower grades  
and a host of players who have gone on to represent 
Australia or Western Australia, or like Bell, even England. 
But it has also been a rough road at times as the club 
has seen off dire economic times, war-time hardships and 
attempts by other clubs and the WACA itself to remove it 
from the elite competition.

The club could not field a team for many years during 
and after World War I and it was no easier a quarter of a 

century later. It took the efforts of returned serviceman 
Cliff Fitzpatrick to re-establish the club in the years after 
World War II. 

Fitzpatrick is just one of the individuals whose efforts 
in helping shape the club’s history will be assessed in 
Meyer’s book and recognised at the centenary event. 
They include three successive members of the Federal 
seat of Perth – Ross McLean, Ric Charlesworth and 
Stephen Smith – who were all UCC premiership players.
They have played significant roles in club life since then 
while former premier Geoff Gallop recalled his UCC days 
with his enthusiastic endorsement of the annual Premier’s 
match against the Vice Chancellor’s XI.

Former Prime Minister Bob Hawke, A-grade player 
No. 139, was a prominent wicket-keeper before Oxford 
University and politics claimed his attention, while 
opposition leader Billy Snedden may have learnt to  
sniff out a potential challenge to his leadership during 
his eventful stewardship of several lower grade teams. 
HC “Nugget” Coombs and Percy Curtin, both prominent 
public figures who served Australia with great distinction, 
were diligent club organisers and players in their late teens 
and early 20s for whom personal effort for a worthy cause 
became the driving force of their adult careers.

There may be no correct answer to the Ashes debate 
but there is unlikely to be any argument brooked over the 
identity of the club’s greatest player.

It was an exceptionally sad moment for the club  
when Ray Strauss died in August, only a few weeks  
after the loss of his premiership mate and lifelong friend 
Maurie Foley.

Strauss, who was a swing-bowling pioneer for 
Western Australia and a great friend to generations of 
young University bowlers eager to better understand the 
craft, ended his career with a series of records that have 
not been approached in the nearly half a century since his 
last match. They included most premierships (five), most 
A-grade matches (190), most wickets (698) and, possibly, 
most friends gained in cricket. n

L-R: A young John Inverarity playing the game 
he loves, and cricketers on James Oval

The UCC centenary dinner will be held at the  
University Club on Saturday, December 14.  
More details are available from John Townsend

Email: john.townsend@wanews.com.au 
Mobile: 0411 449 655

CONTACT
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There is plenty of Caribbean warmth in  

the welcome that Jamaican postgraduate 

student Kimberlyn Campbell gives to fellow 

international students – so it’s not surprising  

that University Hall and UWA’s AusAID office 

asked her to take on roles in relation to 

mentoring and liaising with students awarded 

Australia Awards Scholarships. 

Last year a Federal Government’s Australia Awards 
Scholarship brought Kimberlyn Campbell to UWA as  
a Master of Forensic Science student, and she is now 
in the final year of a multidisciplinary degree course on 
scientific methods for investigating crime. 

“When I arrived from Jamaica, I discovered that most 
people knew just three things about the Jamaica: Bob 
Marley, marijuana use and Cool Runnings, the film about 
the Jamaican bobsled team at the 1988 Winter Olympics 
in Canada,” says Kimberlyn. 

At University Hall, the postgraduate student set about 
banishing those stereotypes by giving colleagues an 
insight into the rich culture of her homeland – and its 
determination to move beyond its third world status. 

Kimberlyn laments that Jamaica also has a reputation 
for having one of the world’s highest crime rates, and it was 
this grim statistic that guided her career choice: forensic 
science. She says there is a strong demand for trained 
personnel that has traditionally been met by professionals 
imported from Canada and the United States. 

“When I applied for the Australia Awards Scholarship, 
the Director of the Jamaica Constabulary Force Forensic 
Laboratory suggested I focus on ballistics as there’s a 
skills shortage in that area,” recalls Kimberlyn.

Despite initially feeling daunted by the distance and 
the prospect of leaving a close family, five siblings and her 
church, Kimberlyn says she settled in remarkably quickly. 

“Part of that was my personality,” she concedes,  
“but more important was the amazing orientation program 

for AAS students. We attended a five week Introductory 
Academic Program and as a Hall resident, orientation 
week was packed with fun, including signing up for the 
Global Café.”  

Kimberlyn admits to missing Caribbean cuisine, but 
the Global Café initiative gave her a chance to provide a 
cultural ‘snapshot’ of her homeland and its vibrant music 
and dance. Wearing national dress, she prepared platters 
of fried saltfish fritters, sweet potato pudding, carrot juice 
laced with condensed milk and a peanut punch. She was 
expecting thirty, but over a hundred turned up! 

At the start of first semester, Kimberlyn welcomed  
a new cohort of international students to University Hall, 
UWA’s newest residential college. As Residential  
Advisor, she is part of a team that provides pastoral  
care to students as well as liaising between students  
and the administration. 

“The bond between international students is strong,  
so we become a close-knit community,” she says. “I 
always tell new arrivals it’s OK to feel homesick initially,  
but it’s also important to focus on the big picture of why 
we’re here – to bring change in our home countries. 

“There are so many resources at UWA they can utilise 
to help them settle in, including a great mentoring system 
with local alumni called AusAID Connect.  

“I also share with new students my conviction that 
I’m not just getting an amazing academic education at 
UWA – because the resources, equipment and support 
from lecturers is invaluable – but I’m also getting a cultural 
education, and on a campus that is SO beautiful. 

“Being at UWA and living in University Hall has really 
opened my eyes to the world, because we have about  
50 different nationalities in residence. I’ve made friends 
from so many different places – I feel I have become a 
citizen of the world! And UWA has facilitated that.”

Kimberlyn is just one of 760 who are calling University 
Hall ‘home’, and Principal Chris Massey says they’re 
settling in well. “We’re absolutely thrilled to offer a collegiate 
on-campus living and learning experience to such a diverse 
cohort of students this year,” says Chris, “and it’s great to 
see that they are already making the most of the facilities 
and events on offer at the Hall and at UWA.” n

A warm UWA  
(and Caribbean)  
welcome!

Photo: Matt Galligan

“ Being at UWA and living in  
University Hall has really opened  
my eyes to the world, I feel I’ve  
become a citizen of the world!”

Deborah Pyatt, Manager,  
International Sponsored Student UnitAusAID and 
International Sponsored Students, International Centre
Telephone: + 61 8 6488 2420
Email: deborah.pyatt@uwa.edu.au

University Hall  
Telephone: +61 8 9273 3333
Email: unihall@uwa.edu.au 
unihall.uwa.edu.au

CONTACT
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If architect Warren Kerr am gets his way, nobody 

will say “What is Convocation?” ever again.

The new Warden of Convocation – the 32nd in the 
University’s 100-year history – wants to give back to the 
University that gave him so much. And he hopes you will 
join him.

Recently appointed as an Adjunct Professor in UWA’s 
Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Visual Arts and 
School of Population Health, the graduate looks forward 
to a time when the role and concept of Convocation is 
well-known on campus and beyond – to every one of 
the 97,000 living graduates around the world. But at the 
moment, the role and functions of the organisation are not 
well understood. 

This is one of the challenges facing the National 
Director of one of WA’s major architectural practices, 
Hames Sharley. Luckily, in his role as a Director of the 
architectural collaboration responsible for the planning and 
design of the new $2 billion Fiona Stanley Hospital, he is 
used to big challenges.

Under his leadership, Adjunct Professor Kerr hopes 
Convocation will make a significant contribution in helping 
the University to achieve its goal of being counted among 
the world’s top 50 universities by 2050.

“Given that Convocation represents the University’s 
most significant stakeholders (the graduates, the staff-
members, the representatives of the commercial, 
industrial, scientific, professional or educational 
associations and those who have provided services 
or donated funds to UWA), it has a key role to play 
in ensuring the University continues to contribute to 
the intellectual and cultural prosperity of the Western 
Australian community,” he said.

He believes UWA is fortunate to have retained 
Convocation as part of its governance structure over the 
past 100 years. “While the structure of Convocation is 
not perfect, the challenge is now to unlock its enormous 
potential,” he said.

Adjunct Professor Kerr is keen to emulate the success 
of similar Convocation-like organisations at Oxford, 
Cambridge and Harvard.

By making the most of the technology available 
through social media, he believes Convocation is on 
the cusp of a new era in communications, which if used 
correctly, should herald stronger and more responsive 
support for the University’s needs.

The new Warden wants to see Convocation becoming 
increasingly active, using the skills and networks of 
its members to help mentor students; provide further 
scholarships and service learning opportunities as well 
as liaising with the commercial, industrial, scientific, 

professional, educational and academic organisations with 
whom UWA works in a symbiotic relationship. 

But the respected architect is the first to admit that 
when he was a Uni student in the early 1970s he was only 
dimly aware of Convocation’s existence and knew even 
less about its function.

What he does know is that from the age of 10 he 
always wanted to be an architect. And today, after a period 
as both the State and National President of the Australian 
Institute of Architects, he is regarded as a role model by 
many members of his profession for his active participation 
in professional organisations and for his mentoring skills in 
running an intern program for young architects. 

In 2009, he was appointed as a Member of the 
Order of Australia for his services to architecture and his 
contribution to the planning and design of major health 
facilities around the nation.

As a boy, Warren Kerr grew up in Applecross and 
Mt Pleasant where he watched the building of the 
houses and public facilities going up in the expanding 
suburbs south of the river. This interest in design and 
construction led to his applications for Commonwealth 
and a WA Public Works Department Cadetships to study 
architecture at UWA. After being successful in both, he 
chose the Commonwealth Cadetship as it offered greater 
opportunities for travel.

In those days, the UWA Faculty of Architecture was 
a collection of corrugated iron huts where the Lawrence 
Wilson Art Gallery now stands, but the contact hours 
were as arduous as they are today. 

“My only regret about my time at UWA was that there 
weren’t more hours in the day for me to enjoy all the 
activities on campus,” he said. “The early 1970s was a 
time of long hair, beards, flares and student activism – and 
with only 6,000 students on the entire campus, there was 
a greater sense of one university community.”

Adjunct Professor Kerr’s Cadetship meant that once 
he graduated, he was appointed to the Commonwealth 
Department of Works, where he was assigned to his 
first hospital project at the then Hollywood Repatriation 
Hospital. His interest in this field resulted in his promotion 
to a specialist hospital design group based in Canberra 
and the chance to work on health facility projects  
around Australia.

This opportunity to specialise in hospital design led 
to the quest for greater knowledge and his success in 
winning a scholarship to complete his Masters degree in 
the School of Health Administration at the University of 
NSW in Sydney. 

With his dual qualifications in architecture and health 
administration, Adjunct Professor Kerr was considered 
a specialist in the Canberra bureaucracy and chosen 

profile

New Warden uses Architectural 
know-how to boost Convocation

Warren Kerr am

By Sally-Ann Jones
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to complete an internal MPA program to broaden his 
knowledge of government administration before being 
promoted into the Australian Government’s Senior 
Executive Service. After a period designing many 
Repatriation hospitals, this eventually resulted in him being 
appointed as the administrative head of the Repatriation 
Hospital system at a time when the Government wished to 
restructure the provision of healthcare to veterans. 

“During this time, I learned a lot of lessons in 
negotiation techniques and how to accommodate a wide 
variety of competing interest groups through a unifying 
common vision, which has helped me ever since in my 
approach to hospital design,” he said.

Warren Kerr believes that this experience working 
with multiple healthcare client representatives has 
prepared him well to work with the many different people 
represented by Convocation. 

Throughout his career, the graduate has mixed his 
professional practice with research and teaching. During a 
period as a Visiting Professor at the University of NSW, he 
was invited to become a member of the Advisory Board 
for the UWA research Centre for the Built Environment 
and Health. This led to a greater involvement at UWA 
and to his appointment as a member of the Council of 
Convocation. 

During his first 100 days as Warden, his focus has 
been on consultation and discussion regarding the key 
issues Convocation should address and the formulation of 
a strategic plan. While the completion of this period does 
not mean that consultation will not continue, his focus 
is now on implementing the appropriate strategies and 
actions to address these key issues.

One of these actions is to promote greater online 
interaction with members of Convocation by creating an 
ongoing email address for the Warden of Convocation 
at warden@convocation.uwa.edu.au. So if you want to 
contribute to Convocation or just have a question for 
the new Warden, he would welcome your comments by 
emailing him at the above address. n

Left: Warren Kerr graduating, and the Warden of Convocation 
in front of the Oral Health Centre of Western Australia 

By Sally-Ann Jones
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grAd news

The 2013 Alexander Cohen Postgraduate 

Research Travel Award has been awarded  

to Alexander Christ, a PhD student in 

Engineering and Geology developing novel 

desalination technologies.

“Here in Perth we know the importance of a sustainable 
water supply very well,” says Alexander, who came over 
from Germany to study at UWA. “And on the global scale 
the world is facing the same challenge of quenching the 
thirst of an increasing population.” The United Nations 
Environment Program has projected that in just 14 years 
time, two thirds of the world population will be living in 
countries facing water scarcity (or water stress).

 “Desalination is among the key technologies  
to address this issue. Until now over 16,000 desalination 
plants provide statistically already 10 litres of freshwater 
per human world-wide daily. However, a major issue  
is the energy intensive nature of desalination technologies 
and the heavy reliance on electricity or fossil fuels.  
This not only makes desalination exclusive to relatively 
affluent countries, but also contributes much to 
environmental impacts.”

According to Alexander, vast amounts of so-called 
waste-heat – a typical by-product of many industrial 
processes, power generation and other activities – 
invariably has to be rejected to the environment because 
it is considered uneconomic to use. Also many renewable 
energies such as geothermal energy are perfect to provide 
such energy, technically termed “low-grade heat”. 

“With my research I’m focussing on the development 
of improved desalination technologies to tap into these 
often overlooked energy sources down to 65˚C. The aim 
is to provide economical and ecological solutions for a 
sustainable water supply.”

The currently most advanced system developed at the 
Western Australian Geothermal Centre of Excellence is 
expected to achieve up to 40% higher yield in freshwater 
compared to conventional systems. 

“By taking the individual nature of waste heat  
sources into account, this technology has the potential 
to stretch the viability of desalination systems driven by 
low-grade heat, and rejuvenates the potential of waste 
heat streams and renewable energies for desalination,” 
says Alexander. “In other words, we utilise waste (heat) 
to generate pristine water – and this in a cheap and 
environmentally friendly way.”

“And an important point is that the system is not only 
limited to seawater desalination, but can also be used for 
remote and rural communities, remote mine sites (both 
for drinking and mineral refining) and the water intensive 
process industry.”

With the support of the National Centre of Excellence 
in Desalination (NCEDA) and the Western Australian 
Geothermal Centre of Excellence (WAGCoE), a pilot plant 
incorporating key features of the new technology has 
been built at UWA and is currently under commissioning 
at the NCEDA Rockingham Campus. At a later stage 
of his project, this pilot plant will be tested under field 
conditions on a mineral refinery plant.

For his research, Alexander has been awarded with 
the Alexander Cohen Postgraduate Research Travel 
Award 2013. This award will enable Alexander to present 
these groundbreaking results at the premier international 
Conference of Desalination held in Tianjin, China. It 
will also contribute towards the funding of a research 
exchanges with the University of Science and Technology 
in Hefei, China.

The supervisors of this joint project between the 
School of Mechanical and Chemical Engineering and the 
School of Earth and Environment are W/Prof Hui Tong 
Chua and W/Prof. Klaus Regenauer—Lieb. n

Convocation of UWA Graduates

Turning waste heat  
into freshwater

The Postgraduate Research Travel Awards were 
established by Convocation to mark the 75th 
Anniversary of the University to enable full-time 
postgraduate research students to enhance their 
work through travel in Australia or overseas. 
Awards are made available through the generosity of 
graduates and with assistance of the University and 
the Postgraduate Students Association.

Alexander with the desalination pilot plant, now operational at the 
NCEDA Lab (Photo: Alexander Christ)

Alexander Christ with Professor Alex Cohen and Dr Agatha Cohen 
(Photo: Mr Terry Larder)
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When a 16 year-old fresh out of school took 

a job at UWA as a Zoology lab assistant in 

the 1940s, little did he imagine that it would 

launch him into a career as a designer in 

the UK’s Royal Shakespeare Company and 

Glyndebourne Opera.

The above scenario is exactly what happened to  
Neil Hunsley, who is still regarded as one of Perth’s  
most experienced period costumiers.

The young Neil, who in those days wasn’t particularly 
interested in theatre, was persuaded by some of his 
Zoology colleagues to join them in the University Dramatic 
Society (UDS). 

He started off helping to paint the scenery for Hedda 
Gabler and then one day, the boy who liked plants and 
animals – and whose lab job involved feeding rats and 
rabbits – was “dragged up” the Winthrop Hall tower where 
UDS costumes were kept and sent down again with an 
armful of them and the instruction to freshen them up for 
the next play. 

His mother – who owned an ordinary Singer machine 
– gave him a crash course in sewing. It was a skill in 
which he excelled and soon he found himself not only 
creating costumes for actresses but off-stage garments 
as well. Neil was to design sets and costumes, and act in 
about 15 UWA plays. 

Now living in Dianella and having just celebrated his 
86th birthday, Neil also got involved in Perth’s first festival, 
creating costumes for Richard III. After honing his skills in 
Perth and then Melbourne, he headed across the seas to 
arguably the mecca of theatre.   

Sketches for some of his costumes and set designs 
are part of a collection recently added to the Scholars’ 
Centre in the University’s Reid Library.

The University of Western Australia Centenary Theatre 
Collection – which boasts about 800 items – spans 

11 decades of UWA theatre. It also includes intriguing 
rehearsal photos from post-World War I; and posters, 
programs, interviews and reviews relating to theatre 
presentations from student and graduate dramatic clubs, 
residential colleges and several Humanities language 
departments from 1917 until recent months.

The collection was gathered by UWATCH (UWA 
Theatre Campus History), an informal and voluntary group 
of about 10 graduates who have been meeting almost 
monthly for the past six years.

UWATCH presented the collection to Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Paul Johnson, as a Gift to the University during 
Convocation’s First Ordinary Meeting earlier this year. 

The idea for the collection started in the mid-1980s 
with Joan Pope (then Warden of Convocation), Peter 
Mann and Ruth Hunter-Brown, all members of the 
Graduate Dramatic Society, along with Terry Craig, 
the then Theatre Manager and Trevor Wigney, newly 
appointed inaugural Alumni Officer. A display at the Reid 
Library of material they gathered was a feature of the 
University’s 75th Anniversary celebrations in 1988.

Former Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson, 
encouraged the project and enabled UWATCH to engage 
a professional archivist, and to buy appropriate storage for 
the hard copy collection which is now correctly labelled 
and identified. 

The collection – which only covers performances 
generated on campus – is restricted to print material and 
audio-visual items and does not include material objects 
such as costumes and stage props. Almost 20 oral-
history-style ‘Conversations’ have been recorded with 
a number of theatre managers, actors, designers and 
costumiers, former University Dramatic Society (UDS) 
and Graduate Dramatic Society (GRADS) directors and  
committee members and UWA performing arts committee 
members. These were recorded by UWATCH volunteers 
Dr Pope and Juliet Ludbrook. These are now on CD and 
total 500 hours of recordings. n

UWA’s dramatic theatre history preserved 
Sally-Ann Jones reports

Some of Neil Hunsley’s costume designs
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Each year when the recipients of Australian 

Honours are announced on Australia Day and 

the Queen’ Birthday holiday, there is always 

much community discussion regarding the 

apparent disproportionate number of recipients 

who are resident in the eastern states.  

It is often stated that many in our community are worthy of 
recognition in this way but fail to get nominated.  The same 
may be said of those within our University community. 

In order to address this issue, the Council of 
Convocation has recently established an Honours 
Committee to take on this responsibility of nominating and 
preparing the submissions required for those worthy of 
recognition to be considered by the Australian Honours 
Secretariat in Canberra.

As we are all aware, while many of our colleagues in 
the University community may be worthy of an Australian 
Honour, it is only when someone takes the time and effort 
to compile a submission on their behalf that they can 
be considered.  Because of the exacting nature of the 
Honours application process, preparation of the required 
submission can be an arduous task.

For the University, Convocation has agreed to take on 
this role and the Honours Committee will initially compile 
a list of those Convocation members who they believe 
should be recognised in this way.  

This will include all groups eligible for membership of 
Convocation including:
 • All graduates of the University
 • All academic staff of the University
 • All members and past members of the UWA Senate
 •  Representatives of commercial, industrial, scientific, 

professional or educational associations
 •  Such graduates, fellows, members, licentiates and 

associates of universities, colleges or institutions 
duly authorised to grant degrees, diplomas, licences 
or certificates as are admitted to be members of 
Convocation under a Statute

 •  Persons who have rendered services or made gifts 
to the University 

So if you believe that there is a member of the 
University community worthy of consideration, please 
forward your suggested nominations to the Honour 
Committee.

The accepted protocol is for submissions of this 
nature to be undertaken without the potential recipient’s 
knowledge – sometimes leading to a touch of subterfuge 
to obtain the required biographical information!

While the process has significant lead times – it may 
take 18 months to two years for a nomination to be 
considered – it only starts once a nomination is prepared 
and submitted to the Australian Honours Secretariat.

Once received, one of the roles of the Honours 
Secretariat is to assess the nomination, conduct further 
research, verify referees and to decide the nature and 
level of the Honour thought appropriate.  

The Council of the Order of Australia then 
considers the nominations. The Council makes its 
recommendations, independent of Government, direct 
to the Governor-General on who should received awards 
and the level of recognition.

For the Order of Australia, there are four levels:

companion of the order of Australia (AC)
The Companion of the Order of Australia is awarded for 
eminent achievement and merit of the highest degree in 
service to Australia or humanity at large.

officer of the order of Australia (Ao)
The Officer of the Order of Australia is awarded for 
distinguished service of a high degree to Australia or 
humanity at large.

Member of the order of Australia (AM)
The Member of the Order of Australia is awarded for 
meritorious service in a particular locality or field of activity 
or to a particularly group.

Medal of the order of Australia (oAM)
The Medal of the Order of Australia is awarded for service 
worthy of particular recognition.

Remember, that the entire process depends on ordinary 
citizens (and members of the University community) taking 
the first step by nominating those who you believe should 
be considered. To ensure confidentiality, please provide me 
with your suggestions by emailing them to me at warden@
convocation.uwa.edu.au.

It doesn’t have to be someone you know personally. 
It could be some one you admire, have seen at the 
University or have read about. If you believe that they 
should be considered for an Australian Honour, just let us 
know and we will do the rest. 

All suggestions will be treated confidentially throughout 
the nomination process and it is helpful if a nomination 
includes the names of those who may be able to  
provide the background information required to  
complete the submission.

Let’s hope that by your participation, we can rectify 
the disproportionate numbers of West Australians being 
recognised in this way.

Adjunct Professor Warren Kerr am

Warden of Convocation

From the 
Warden
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Annual Elections 11 March 2014
convocation of UWA Graduates

Nominations for the following positions open on Friday, 8 November 2013  
and close 12 noon Wednesday, 11 December 2013

 • ELECTION OF THREE MEMBERS OF SENATE
 • ELECTION OF WARDEN AND DEPUTY WARDEN
 • ELECTION OF SEVEN MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF CONVOCATION 

Mr John William (Bill) Biggs, Mr Simon Lee Dawkins and Ms Hilary Ann Silbert will complete terms  
as members of the Senate of The University of Western Australia, elected by Convocation, in March 2014.

Adjunct Professor Warren Kerr am will complete his one-year term  
as Warden of Convocation in March 2014.

Mr Paul McCann am will complete his one-year term as Deputy Warden of Convocation in March 2014.

Seven members of the Council of Convocation will complete terms in March 2014. 

Nomination forms for all positions are now available from Western Australian Electoral Commission (WAEC)  
by contacting the Returning Officer, WAEC at Level 2, 111 St Georges Terrace, Perth,  
email: waec@waec.wa.gov.au, phone: +61 8 9214 0400 or fax: +61 8 9226 0577;  

or by contacting Juanita Perez, Convocation Officer on +61 8 6488 1336  
or email on convocation@uwa.edu.au and include your postal address.

Candidates may include with their nomination form a statement of biographical  
information not exceeding 250 words in length, and a recent passport size photograph.  

All graduates of UWA are automatically members of Convocation  
and entitled to vote and/or nominate for positions in these elections.  

For further information on the elections and the role of Convocation go to  
www.convocation.uwa.edu.au. 

Nominations received after 12 noon Wednesday, 11 December 2013 will be invalid.
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Keep in touch!
“Grad Briefs – they’re the first thing I read,” writes 
one graduate. “They often remind me of former 
classmates and colleagues and have enabled me to 
resume long-lost friendships,” writes poet, author 
and graduate William Grono. That’s what Grad 
Briefs networking is all about, so let us know where 
you are, what you’re doing and put us in the picture: 
hard copy (which we’ll return on request), digital 
image (tif or jpeg file at 300 dpi). 

email terry.larder@uwa.edu.au or post to  
terry Larder, the University of Western Australia, 
M474, 35 stirling Highway, crawley, WA 6009. 
We’d love to hear from you.

1950s
John Taplin 
(BSc(Hons) 1953) 
was a Research 
Scientist at 
CSIRO from 
1953 to 1986 
and worked 
in Melbourne, 
Sydney and 
Perth. His late 

father, Keith Taplin (BE 1929) was 
Reader in charge of teaching Electrical 
Engineering at UWA from 1947 to 
1968. Two of his children are UWA 
graduates, Ross Taplin (BSc(Hons) 
1986) and Fiona Taplin (BSc(Hons) 
1987) and two of his grandchildren  
are students at UWA.

Noel Vose (BA 1956; DipEd 
1957; BEd 1959) is the author of 
a biography of Lady Mena Weld 
(Mena, Daughter of Obedience). 
This book was launched last 
July at Government House by 
the Governor’s wife, Mrs Tonya 
McCusker. 

1960s
Athol Barrett (BA 1960; DipEd 1965) 
completed his PhD studies from Edith 
Cowan University in 2011. His thesis 
was titled Capitalising on Experience 
for an Evolving Era, a Reflective 
Practitioner Study. Athol has two 
degrees from the University of New 
England, a DipEd in 1969 and an 
MA in 1974. Former classmates can 
contact him at athol.b@bigpond.com

Geoffrey Davis 
(BA 1963) spent 
his adult life 
as a teacher 
in primary, 
secondary 
and tertiary 
education, 
teaching mostly 

languages (French, German and 
Chinese). He was the first teacher 
of Chinese in WA schools (1980) 
and has continued in related roles 
at WA and national levels. Geoff 
has lived, studied and worked in 
France, Germany, USSR, Hong 
Kong and China. He has devoted 
his life to political and social activism 
in various organisations. Awarded 
the Outstanding Chinese Language 
Educator by the government of the 
People’s Republic of China (2000) 
he was also awarded for services 
to education with a Member of the 
Order of Australia (AM) in 2006. 
He is an Honorary Fellow at the 
Confucius Institute at UWA and this 
year he published electronically his 
autobiography, Causes.

Russell Waugh (BSc 1964; BEd 
1977; MEd 1980; PhD 1983) lectured 
at Edith Cowan University and is 
married to Bernadette (nee Scott)
(BSc 1964). They have both since 
retired and Russell works part-time 
in the Graduate School of Education 
at UWA as a Senior Research Fellow 
and as an Adjunct Professor at Edith 
Cowan University. Their UWA family 
also includes sons Russell John 
Waugh (BE(Hons) 1987) and Robert 
Waugh (BSc 1987) and their eldest 
grandson Marc Waugh (BSc(Hons) 
2011). Both Russell and Bernadette 
would especially like to hear from 
UWA colleagues from their student 
days. They can be contacted at 
r.waugh@ecu.edu.au

Eugene Schlusser (BA 1963) writes that his time with the UWA Dramatic 
Society (UDS) opened doors for his future work with the ABC in Papua New 
Guinea and then Melbourne television. He spent four years with his family in 
London, acting and directing in Europe and the UK. He returned to Melbourne 
and directed ‘soaps’ for Crawfords as well as lecturing at the Victorian 
College of the Arts Drama School. Eugene then went solo with his own video 
productions company producing docos on Rupert Bunny, Hans Heysen, 
and Nora Heysen as well as, feature film A Sting in the Tale (1988), a fictional 
tale about Australia’s first woman Prime Minister. He continues to chair the 
Aphids Events Inc, a cross-arts performance group, which tours Australia and 
overseas. Eugene promises that he will reveal why he is holding a Uniview 
magazine, UWA alumni bag and a squash racquet at the graduates of 1963 
Convocation reunion on the 16th of November at University Club.

Roy Fuller (BA(Hons) 1966; PhD 
1971) spent several years lecturing 
in French at James Cook University 
before permanently moving to France 
in 1977 to take up a post at the 
Université Catholique de L’Ouest 
in Angers, Loire Valley.  Roy taught 
there for close on 30 years as Maitre 
de Conferences and as Head of the 
English Department. Now retired, 
he gives occasional lectures at the 
Anger’s Institut Municipal and is 
working on a new edition of his book, 
Les Proverbes Anglais. Roy enjoys 
travel, particularly cruising with his 
American wife and colleague. Former 
classmates can contact him at  
royfull_fr@yahoo.co.uk 

Chris Johansen (BSc(Agric)(Hons) 
1968; PhD 1972) writes that he is 
undertaking voluntary studies in 
sustainable agricultural systems in 
South Asia and Australia and the 
deployment of renewable energy. 
He is an Adjunct Professor at 
UWA’s Centre for Legumes in the 
Mediterranean Area (CLIMA) and 
former classmates can contact 
Chris at cjo41802@bigpond.net.au

Peter Murphy (BSc(Hons) 1969; 
PhD 1974) retired from the position 
of Deputy Director General in the 
Department of State Development 
after 30 years in the public service.  
He then went on to manage approvals 
for an expansion of the Dampier to 
Bunbury pipeline and also worked 
on the Roy Hill iron ore project. He is 
currently a consultant with GHD and 
winding his way down to his next 
retirement, maybe by the end of the 
year. Peter is completing a Master’s 
by thesis at Murdoch University, 
looking at how successful processing 
obligations under State agreements 
were in meeting their aims. 

Golden Anniversary Reunion
When the West Australian newspaper was delivered on Saturday 9th 
November 1963, it carried the news that the State had another 47 doctors 
to care for them. The graduating doctors were only the second group 
of students to complete all six years of the medical course in Perth. Of 
interest, two had a previous occupation: one was a commercial pilot, 
another a butcher, and both of these students were married with children. 
The Medical Graduates of 1963 will be celebrating their Golden Anniversary 
Reunion exactly 50 years to the day on November 9th 2013. It will be held 
in the Hackett Hall Refectory at UWA. For more information contact Clinical 
Professor Lesley Cala: lesley.cala@uwa.edu.au
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2010s
Jessica Armitage (BA(Hons) 2011)  
is completing a Masters of 
Psychology (Clinical) degree at the 
University of Melbourne.

Marcia Hewitt (BA(Hons) 2011) is a 
music teacher and equine teacher/
trainer. Marcia’s Master’s thesis was 
titled The New Anthropomorphism. 
She has recently started her own 
business, Equus Healing Centre. 
Former classmates can contact her  
at marciah@iinet.net.au

Victor Ike 
(GradCertOGE 
2013) studied at 
UWA part-time 
while working 
full-time as 
a structural 
engineer in the 
oil, gas, mining 
minerals and 
processing 

industry. Since completing his studies 
he has been working with ICON 
Engineering, as a design engineer 
for offshore and subsea structures 
in Australia. Former classmates can 
contact him at ikevictor@gmail.com

Lulu. Emma is also a regular guest  
of Opera Australia and is returning  
to the Sydney Opera House this 
summer to repeat her performances 
of the Queen of the Night, in Julie 
Taymor’s production of The Magic 
Flute. Emma writes that she is grateful 
for her time at UWA, particularly 
20th Century Performance Prac, her 
ongoing friendships and her singing 
teachers, Andrew Foote and the late 
Molly McGurk. 

Bradley Berven (BSc(Hons) 2003; 
PhD 2007) is now employed as  
a senior research chemist in the 
Product Innovation Laboratory for 
3M Canada Corporation. He lives 
in London, Ontario, and former 
classmates can contact him at 
bervo119@hotmail.com

Paul Hunt 
(BA(Hons) 2005) 
worked for 
six years with 
the WA Police 
Union as an 
Industrial Officer, 
followed by 
two years as a 
Principal Labour 

Relations Adviser with the WA State 
Government. In January this year 
he took up the position of Union 
Secretary with the WA Police Union.

Matthew Cornell (BEnvDes 
2003;BArch 2006) is currently 
unemployed due to company scaling 
back its architectural department. This 
is the second time in 12 months of 
being unemployed, since moving to 
Queensland for family reasons in early 
2012. Prior to this, he had registered 
with the Architects Board of WA in 
late 2011. Former classmates can 
contact Matthew at mattcornell99@
hotmail.com

1970s
Hal Colebatch (BA 1970; MA 1975; 
BJuris 1980; LLB 1981; PhD 1995) 
has written three very different books 
published by local and US publisher, 
Acashic. Counterstrike (2011), Time 
Machine Troopers (2011), a sequel to 
HG Wells’s classic The Time Machine, 
and Fragile Flame, an exploration 
of the scientific impulse and of 
why science and technology have 
flourished in some societies and not in 
others, examining history, philosophy, 
technology and literature. In addition, 
Hal is about to publish through 
Quadrant Books, Australia’s Secret 
War, a history of industrial strikes in 
Australia during WW II. He previously 
tutored in Creative Writing at Curtin 
University, Political Science at The 
University of Western Australia, torts 
and contract law at Curtin University 
and lectured in international law at 
Edith Cowan University and Notre 
Dame University. 

Lance Risbey (MB BS 1971) was 
in private practice in the Perth 
metropolitan area from 1977. He is 
now living and working in Bunbury, 
enjoying a sea change with frequent 
trips to Perth for WASO concerts and 
visiting his grandchildren.

John Simpson (BEc 1971; PhD 
2000) has retired from full-time 
academic life at Curtin University’s 
School of Economics and Finance, 
where he has worked as a financial 
economist, lecturer and researcher 
for the past 20 years, following an 
earlier career in international banking 
and finance consulting. John also 
completed a research Masters in 
Finance and Economics at Curtin in 
1995. Full retirement from academia 
is not contemplated, he writes, as 
he remains a Fellow of FINSIA, a 
member of the Economists’ Society 
of Australia and the International 
Association of Energy Economists. 
He also remains a Director of the 
Centre for Energy and Values Issues 
based in Holland and Turkey. John will 
continue at Curtin University’s School 
of Economics and Finance as an 
Adjunct Professor for at least the next 
six months whilst several research 
projects, research supervisions and 
research publications are completed, 
and he may take up other part-time 
academic/consulting offers after the 
end of the year.

David Rose 
(BA(Hons) 1974) 
has retired from 
his position 
as Teacher of 
Information 
Services at the 
Hunter Institute 
(Newcastle).  
In November,  
he will have  
his first solo art 
exhibition at  
the Ginko 

Gallery, in Glebe, Sydney. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
djrose@tpg.com.au

Paul Wood (BSc(Hons) 1977) writes 
that last May he received, along with 
three other colleagues, the 2013 
ATSE Clunies Ross Award. This award 
recognised their efforts over three 
decades to invent and commercialise 
new diagnostic tests for tuberculosis 
in cattle and humans. 

1990s 
Stephen Bird (BJuris 1990; LLB 
1991; BA(Hons) 1995) is currently 
the General Counsel at Total E & 
P Australia, a French oil and gas 
company. He spent the last four 
years working for Total in Paris and 
previously worked as a senior counsel 
with Woodside Energy. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
stevebird@westnet.com.au

Robert Graham (BMusEd 1992) 
lives in Toronto with his wife and two 
children. He juggles his career as a 
performing songwriter with working 
in the Canadian theatre scene as a 
Music Director. Robert works in the 
tertiary music theatre departments 
of the Randolph Academy of the 
Performing Arts and the George 
Brown College as a vocal coach and 
accompanist. Former classmates 
can contact him at robertgraham70@
gmail.com

Daniel Muller (PhD 1994) has worked 
for the past 20 years in Asia, Europe, 
North America and the Middle East 
exploring for precious and base 
metals. He is now Principal Geologist 
at BHP Billiton in Santiago, Chile. 
Former classmates can contact him  
at daniel.muller@bhpbilliton.com

2000s
Stanley Scott (Grad Cert Mgt 2000; 
DipEd 2001) is Chief Executive Officer 
at the Shire of Toodyay.

Naomi Martin (BA 2001; LLB 2008) 
has celebrated two years living in 
Melbourne, the fourth anniversary of 
her admission to the Supreme Court 
of Western Australia as a lawyer and 
her promotion to Senior Solicitor 
within the Victoria Government’s 
Solicitors Office.

Claire Spillman (BSc & BE 2001; 
PhD 2008) is a research scientist 
working at the Bureau of Meteorology 
in the Centre for Australian Weather 
and Climate Research. Her research 
is in the field of seasonal ocean 
forecasting for fisheries and reef 
management.

Emma Pearson (BMus 2002) has 
been singing in the German opera 
scene for the past eight years. She 
has performed roles from Donizetti’s 
Lucia di Lammermoor to Alban Berg’s 

Stamp show coming to UWA Guild
Bruce Haynes (MA 1972), a teacher at John Curtin Senior High School and 
a teacher educator at Claremont Teachers College, ECU, and has been an 
avid stamp collector all his life. Bruce has made a major contribution to stamp 
collecting in this State. Last year he won the 2012 Hasluck Medal and the 
medal citation commended his mentoring of juniors and novices “in addition 
to debating vigorously with more advanced collectors!” Bruce is looking 
forward to this year’s Swan River Stamp Show that will be held at the UWA 
Guild Village on October 19 and 20. He sent the historic stamp pictured (an 
1878 letter from Captain C. Finnerty, Commandant of the Enrolled Pensioner 
Force) to whet the appetite of stamp enthusiasts. The show is organized by 
the Western Australian Philatelic Council Inc.  
For more information visit: www.swanriverstampshow.com
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Bees, wasps and orchids feature in 
an impressive new novel by graduate 
and UWA journalist Sally-Ann Jones 
(BA 1980; DipEd 1981; MA 2006; 
PhD 2012). 

Stella’s Sea, from UWA Publishing, 
was launched in October in Cottesloe, 
the suburb in which the story is set.

Dr Jones graduated with a PhD in 
Creative Writing in 2012 and credits 
her supervisor, Winthrop Professor 
Brenda Walker, an award-winning 
novelist, with helping her turn a 
sketchy idea into a novel that was 
partially inspired by UWA research.

In her media liaison role at UWA,  
Dr Jones attended a lecture by Tiffane 
Bates of the University’s Centre for 
Integrative Bee Research (CIBER) and 
was instantly captivated by “the queen 
bee’s flight to a special location for her 
courtship dance, her murderous ploys 
to kill off all rival virgin queens, and her 
mysterious ability to select some of her 
lovers as fathers”. 

“I told Brenda that I wanted to scrap 
my first draft because I was bored 
with the main character, Stella, and 
struggling to find much enthusiasm 
for the plot. Instead, I wanted to 
write about a bee-keeper, so in 
typical brilliant Brenda fashion, she 
suggested I make Stella a bee-keeper. 
Once I did that, the novel took off. 

“Over the years, I learnt a lot about 
bees from Professor Boris Baer and 
Dr Barbara Baer-Imhoof at CIBER. 

Their love for these amazing insects – 
and for our planet – is heart-warming. 

“A second lecture at UWA by 
graduate Professor Rod Peakall, 
now at Australian National University, 
helped to add another dimension to 
Stella. Rod’s lecture, Pretty Cheats 
and Liars, was about an Australian 
Research Council Linkage Project 
between UWA, Kings Park and 
Botanic Garden and ANU. 

“The scientists were studying the 
intimate ‘conversations’ that go 
on, not between wasp pairs, but 
between male wasps and, in a bizarre 
interaction, Drakaea orchids that have 
evolved to look and smell more like 
female insects than plants. The team 
is racing the clock to save the unique 
orchid. One of the nine species of 
Drakaea orchid is already extinct  
and others are endangered.”

Inspired by this, the author turned 
Stella into a conservationist who joins 
Cottesloe’s Coastcare group, thinks 

about the nature of love and wonders 
“if it is just a chemical thing.”

Dr Jones is full of praise for UWAP 
editor, Linda Martin, for seeing 
potential in the version of Stella 
submitted as part of her PhD thesis. 
“Linda helped me turn Stella into a 
novel that would appeal to a more 
general audience,” she said. 

The graduate also acknowledges  
the guidance of supervisor, Professor 
Van Ikin. 

“When I was thinking about returning 
to Uni to study in 2001, I didn’t know 
whether to concentrate on history, 
Italian or English lit – and a very 
patient receptionist put me through 
to Van. He suggested I do a Masters 
by research and arranged for me to 
meet Brenda. He was also particularly 
supportive when I started sessional 
tutoring in Creative Writing. Stella 
wouldn’t be here without Brenda, 
Linda and Van.”

This new UWA Publishing title is 
available at the Co-op Bookshop 
and all good booksellers and can 
be purchased online. For more 
information on recent UWAP 
publications, visit: uwap.uwa.edu.au  

Dr Jones has previously written 
romance novels that are available  
on Amazon.

When you advertise 
in Uniview you’re  
in good company

The University of Western 
Australia’s flagship publication 
has a print run of more than 
67,000.

Uniview goes to all graduates 
and is distributed to every 
secondary school in Western 
Australia and all public libraries.

To date our advertisers  
have included technology, 
tourism and theatre 
companies, banks, wineries, 
bookstores and international 
and national conservation  
and charity foundations.

Advertising in Uniview puts 
you in good company.
Phone: +61 8 6488 1914 or 
email: uniview@uwa.edu.au
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For all 
your 
printing 
needs

uniprint.uwa.edu.au

Whatever you need to 
print, UniPrint can print it. 
From business cards to 
newsletters, flyers to 
annual reports.

What’s more, we can 
design it for you – creating 
quality artwork and seeing 
the whole job through from 
start to finish.

See UniPrint too for all your 
copying and binding needs.

UniPrint is your printer on 
campus.

Graduate turns to nature for inspiration

From ‘refugee kid’ to Young Australian of the Year
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