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It’s easy to bring your conference home.

We help you play proud conference host.
Perth Convention Bureau has helped bring thousands of national and international conferences
to Western Australia over the past 40 years. Why not let us help you secure and host your
conference here too?
We offer up to $50,000 in assistance for your bid, and we do all the legwork. What’s more,
our services are free. As conference host, you have the opportunity to raise your personal and
professional profile, showcase local expertise and achievements, and even attract sponsorships.
We’re more than ready to help you make your mark on WA when you bring a conference home.
Talk to us and we’ll show you how easily you can become a proud conference host.
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Celebratory gathering

M E M B E

R

The Celebratory Gathering for Clough Scholars
and Friends at UWA brought together recipients
of the engineering scholarships and industry
leaders. Among the guests were Rio Tinto CEO
Sam Walsh and Dr Harold Clough’s daughter
Mimi Packer (see In Focus)
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A powerhouse of engineering excellence

Dr Susannah Morris, Dr Harold Clough and Professor Paul Johnson

The 2012 UWA Celebratory Gathering for Clough Scholars
and Friends at the University Club was a powerhouse of
engineering excellence – from the legendary Dr Harold Clough,
who headed some of Perth most significant engineering
projects, to Clough Scholars currently engaged in a range of
visionary projects.
Addressing the gathering, Vice-Chancellor Professor Paul
Johnson pointed out that the Clough family’s links with the
University had nurtured a wealth of talent.
“Tonight, we celebrate the Clough legacy,” said
Professor Johnson.
“Harold was instrumental in creating one of the first
successful University-industry partnerships in the Clough
Engineering Scholarship program, which spanned more
than 35 years. The success of this pioneering program laid
the foundations for many other successful ongoing UWAindustry partnerships.”
The Vice-Chancellor said many of the 140 Clough
scholarship recipients were leaders of industry and
government organisations while others had established their
own businesses, and continued the tradition of giving back
to the profession. He also noted that the recently-opened
Clough Engineering Student Centre, a modern facility for
team-based learning and private study, was well utilised and
appreciated by students.
Professor Johnson cited the establishment of the new
International Mining for Development Centre at UWA
(providing advice, education and training to developing
nations), the Centre for Energy (exploring clean energy
solutions) and the Centre for Water Sensitive Cities (taking
up the challenge of managing urban water) as examples of
the Faculty of Engineering, Computing and Mathematics’
commitment to research, innovation and community service.
There were 130 guests at the gathering including
Dr Harold Clough and members of the Clough family

Fascinating forensics
There’s a Hercule Poirot or
Miss Marple in most of us,
and in its Winter program
UWA Extension presents a
series of lectures from the
Centre for Forensic Science
for those fascinated by
forensics.
In Forensic analysis – now
you see it, now you don’t
Emeritus Professor Charles
Oxnard explores an area of
research in which serendipity
and creativity have a huge
impact on progress (28
June); Professor John
Watling (From bog bodies
2
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to the Iceman – extreme
forensic preservation, July
5) examines the effects
of the burial environment;
Professor Garry Lee uses
forensic science to unravel
the forensics behind
the bewildering array of
food products we face
in supermarkets (Food
forensics – busting the
myths of food, 12 July); and
Dr Mark Reynolds’ lecture
(Blood – a little bit goes a
long way, 19 July) outlines
methods used to locate,
visualise and identify blood
and bloodstain patterns.

Colin Beckett, Clough Scholar Tanya Dean and Mike Dean

including Margaret Clough, Mimi and Willy Packer, Sue
Townsend and Rebecca Vidler.
Dr Clough appreciates the importance of ‘intellectual
horsepower’ and must have been delighted at the calibre of
the two Clough Scholars who addressed the gathering.
Tri Suseno graduated with a Bachelor of Materials
Engineering with First Class Honours and a Bachelor of
Commerce (Finance and Management) and, as a Fulbright
Scholar, went on to complete an MBA at Columbia
University in New York.
In 2007 he established the Akamai Management Group
and by 2012 had built a group of diverse businesses
employing more than 90 people. Tri was one of the 2012
WA Business News 40under40 award winners.
The second speaker was Dr Angeline Kings-Lynne who
has a double degree in Science and Engineering. The former
Outstanding Woman of the Year in a Non-Traditional Area for
Higher Education completed her doctorate in artificial vision
systems at UWA, with stints at Oxford University and the
Australian National University.
Dr Kings-Lynne is currently Department Manager of the
Control and Automation Division of Transmin Engineering,
heading a research and development team that recently won
the WA Information Technology and Telecommunications
Innovation Award for their technological solution to improve
mine safety and efficiency.
Dr Kings-Lynne said that for many guests, receiving a
Clough Scholarship was the first step in their engineering
careers.
“We are completely spoiled by Harold, his family and UWA
in bringing this wonderful celebratory dinner together,” she
said. “Clough Engineering is a success story that ultimately
gave back to the West Australian community. Harold has a
vision to nurture young talent and create opportunities for
students. He believes in the potential of UWA graduates.”
Also bound to stir
interest is a series of talks
by Dr Shamim Samani, an
Honorary Research Fellow
in UWA’s Centre for Muslim
States and Societies.
Dr Samani will talk on
Contemporary Muslim
women – moving beyond
the archetypes on 4 July,
and Changing gender
relations in Muslim societies
on 11 July.
In addition there’s writing,
cooking, photography,
nutrition, music, finding
your ancestors online –
and much more. The full

Dr Shamim Samani

program can be viewed at:
extension.uwa.edu.au
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Champion of child health retires
UWA graduate and WA National Living Treasure, Professor
Fiona Stanley, recently retired as Director of the Telethon
Institute for Child Health Research, and a string of events
highlighted the respect and admiration surrounding the
champion of child health.
Fiona Stanley’s father was Professor of Microbiology at
UWA and when UWA’s Medical School was founded in
1957, Neville Stanley observed that “the extraordinary feature
of the School’s creation was the financial support given by
the people of Western Australia”.
Professor Fiona Stanley too has been overwhelmed by the
generosity of Western Australians supporting the institute she
helped to found and has served for more than 21 years. With
her guidance, the UWA-linked institute has become a world
leader in public health and she continues to serve it as patron.
“The energy, passion and dedication she has brought to
her transformative work on child health research, including
the causes of major childhood illnesses and birth defects
and the wellbeing of Aboriginal children, has touched just
about everyone in the State,” observed The West Australian
which held a tribute lunch for the graduate last month. Five
hundred science, business and political leaders attended
and more than $580,000 was donated to the institute during
the event.
Professor Stanley urged Western Australians to give
similar support to new Director Professor Jonathan
Carapetis, a leading paediatrician and infectious diseases
specialist. A former Director of the Menzies School of Health
Research in Darwin, Professor Carapetis is recognised as a

Tom Maher, Richard Goyder, Jack Bendat, Fiona Stanley
and Kerry Stokes at The West Australian’s tribute luncheon
(Photo: The West Australian)

leader in the Australian health field with particular expertise in
Indigenous child health.
Earlier this year the Fiona Stanley Festschrift Symposium
at UWA was followed by a dinner when the guest of honour
was toasted by all present, including Australian research
biologist Sir Gustav Nossal, WA Governor Dr Malcolm
McCusker and fellow researchers. Speaking on Indigenous
health at the symposium was Professor Sandra Eades,
Australia’s first Aboriginal doctor awarded a PhD at UWA in
2004 – one of many to be mentored by Professor Stanley.

Agreements advance rock art studies
Australia’s extraordinary rock art galleries draw researchers
and travellers from across the world and have been
acknowledged as the planet’s longest continuously updated
historical record.
UWA researchers have long been engaged in working
to document and preserve this extraordinarily rich cultural
heritage, and two agreements forged earlier this year
significantly advance this aim by establishing two chairs in
rock art studies.
As a result of a $1.08 million six-year agreement with Rio
Tinto, art treasures in the remote Pilbara will be researched,
catalogued and promoted.
Rio Tinto’s President of Pilbara Operations, Mr Greg
Lilleyman, a member of UWA’s Energy and Minerals Institute
Board, said his company had partnered with the University
over several years to increase understanding of the Burrup’s
significant rock art. Sponsoring the Rio Tinto Chair of Rock

Gwion Gwion figures from the north-west Kimberley
reproduced with permission from the Kandiwal
Aboriginal Corporation

Art Studies further strengthened the relationship with UWA
and the Traditional Owner of Murajuga.
“Along with other projects, this will support Rio Tinto’s
drive to conduct leading-practice heritage management in
WA,” said Mr Lilleyman.
The primary focus of the research will be the National
Heritage-listed Dampier Archipelago, 1,250km north of
Perth. Known to be thousands of years old, the artworks
include images of thylacines (Tasmanian tigers) that became
extinct on the Australian mainland about 3,500 years ago.
Professor Jo McDonald, who was Adjunct Senior
Research Fellow at the Australian National University
and is a cultural heritage management practitioner, has
been appointed to the Rio Tinto Chair. She has also
become Director of UWA’s Centre for Rock Art Research
and Management.
The naming of this chair followed the February
announcement of the Kimberley Foundation of Australia Ian
Potter Chair in Rock Art in the UWA Centre for Rock Art
Studies. This chair will advance long-term research into the
nature and context of the region’s rock art.
“There are at least 40,000 identified rock art images in the
Kimberley and many more not yet identified,” said ViceChancellor Paul Johnson. “It is a great role for this University
to work with the Foundation and the government to recognise,
understand and protect this rock art as a world resource.”
The partnership between the Kimberley Foundation of
Australia (KFA) and the University aimed to fund the chair on
an on-going basis, and the partners were delighted when
KFA recently received in principal approval from INPEX for
$500,000 funding for the Kimberley Foundation Ian Potter
Chair in Rock Art, bringing the total endowment to $4 million.
The Ian Potter Foundation, a long-term supporter of
KFA’s research has contributed to the project and the State
Government has also pledged support for the study of
Kimberley rock art at UWA.
With this State hosting some of the world’s most
spectacular rock art, WA is fast being recognised as a global
research leader in the area, with UWA becoming a focal point
for advice and research-related activities.
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Researchers
win medal
Winthrop Professor Karol
Miller and Associate
Professor Adam Wittek
recently won Engineers
Australia’s Sir George Julius
medal for ground-breaking
research into the use of
engineering computations
in image-guided surgery.
The UWA researchers
have collaborations with
Harvard Medical School and
other leading institutions,
and their development
and application of
computational mechanics
and biomechanics is funded
by the Australian Research
Council, National Health and
Medical Research Council
and other agencies.

Helping to feed
the world

Internationally recognised
agricultural scientist,
Winthrop Professor
Kadambot Siddique,
whose mission is to ‘feed
the world’, has added the
prestigious Hackett Chair
in Agriculture to UWA
academic posts as Director
of the Institute of Agriculture
and Associate Dean
(Research) in the Faculty
of Natural and Agricultural
Sciences.
Professor Siddique’s
pioneering research
contributed to the
phenomenal growth of
Australia’s chickpea industry
now valued at $300 million
annually. Working with
extensive international
networks of scientists, and
mentoring MSc and PhD
students from across the
world, Professor Siddique
has played a pivotal role
in developing UWA’s
international reputation in
crop physiology, production
agronomy, farming systems,
genetic resources and
breeding research.
4
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The Hackett Chair was
relinquished by Professor
Alan Robson when he
retired as Vice-Chancellor
last year.

Advocate for the arts

Emeritus Professor
Margaret Seares will chair
the board of the UWAbased Perth International
Arts Festival board following
the retirement of passionate
arts advocate Michael
Smith after eight years
as Festival Chair. UWA
Chancellor Michael Chaney
said Professor Seares’
distinguished career in the
arts (including being Chair
of the Australia Council
and Chief Executive of
the WA Government’s
cultural portfolio) made
her admirably equipped
to head the board of this
major community arts event
founded by the University.
Professor Seares was
formerly Senior Deputy
Vice-Chancellor at UWA.

Of politics and
pragmatics
UWA graduate and former
WA Premier Geoff Gallop’s
contribution in many fields
was recognised during
the autumn graduations
when he was awarded an
Honorary Degree of Doctor
of Letters.
Dr Gallop is now Director
of the Graduate School
of Government at the
University of Sydney.
A regular media columnist
and public speaker, Dr
Gallop’s Politics, Society,
Self will be launched
by UWA Publishing
this month. The book
of ‘occasional writings’
focuses on contemporary
politics, pragmatics,
fundamentalism, fairness
and the importance of
wellbeing for public policy
and the individual. This is

one of many new titles from
UWA Publishing available at
the Co-op Bookshop and
other book stores, and as
ebooks. For information:
uwap.uwa.edu.au

Genes discovery link
UWA researchers were
part of a major international
study that has identified
a large number of genetic
variants linked to the risk
of osteoporosis and bone
fracture.
Women over 65 are at
greater risk of death from
hip fractures than from
breast cancer.
The study, led by
Holland’s Erasmus
University Medical Centre
in Rotterdam, was
published in the leading
international journal
Nature Genetics. Coauthor Professor Richard
Prince from UWA’s Bone
and Vascular Research
Group, said the study
had helped pinpoint many

factors in critical molecular
pathways that may lead to
therapeutic treatments.

Where were you
in ‘62?
It was a great year
1962: the Empire and
Commonwealth Games
came to Perth (and Murray
Rose and Dawn Fraser
won gold), and the Beatles
recorded Love me do while
a young Bob Dylan sang
the protest movement into
international charts.
If all that was the
backdrop to gaining your
Arts degree at UWA, you’ll
want to register for the
Faculty of Arts 50th reunion
lunch which – because
it’s the arts – will involve
a live music performance
and readings. The date is
1 December 2012 and you
can register your interest by
emailing Events-Alumni@
uwa.edu.au or contact
Bianca Galipo on +61 8
6488 4212.

Going for gold
Our cover photo
of Kookaburras
midfielder Fergus
Kavanagh and coach
Ric Charlesworth
discussing strategy
during a match
captures the heady
excitement and high
stakes as our national
team prepares to take
on the world’s best –
and as Australia’s elite
athletes gather for the
2012 Olympics.
UWA has several graduates competing and participating
in London and our School of Sports Science, Exercise and
Health – which has links with the WA Institute of Sport –
has been playing its part. Researchers in the School are
engaged in improving training routines and performance
levels and exploring causes of injuries in a range of sports.
This University has had its fair share of Olympians
including sporting legend and triple gold medallist Shirley
de la Hunty, Tom Hoad (who went to seven Olympics as
either player or water polo coach), current chaplain of St
George’s College, Canon Richard Pengelley (water polo)
and graduate heptathlete Kylie Wheeler who competed in
two Olympics.
Competing in London is UWA Sports Scholarship
recipient and student Janine Murray (rhythmic gymnastics),
Elise Rechichi (sailing) and tipped for the Australian Water
Polo squad is graduate Jamie Beadsworth.
In the television commentary boxes will be two
graduates: head of gymnastics at the WA Institute of Sport
Liz Chetkovich and former Hockeyroos captain Rachelle
Hawkes, who won gold at Atlanta and Sydney, when the
team was coached by Charlesworth (UWA graduate Adam
Commens is now coaching the Hockeyroos). We have an
article on Charlesworth and Kavanagh in this issue.
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Paving the way to success

Dr Harold Clough with his
daughters Rebecca Vidler (left)
and Susan Townsend

Dr Erica Smyth, Lady Jean Brodie-Hall and Jo Agnew,
Director of Development and Alumni Relations

Members of the Clough family recently gathered to admire
six pavers – engraved with names, qualifications and
graduation years – placed around the historic Oak Lawn
as part of the Graduates’ Walk project. They were among
several families, couples and individuals who participated in
the event.
The Graduates’ Walk initiative launched last year by UWA’s
Centenary Trust for Women provides graduates with the
opportunity to celebrate their time at UWA by committing to
an engraved paver that will mark a place in time with fellow
graduates. The project helps to fund current and future
female students in need of financial help.
The pavers are already a roll of honour of outstanding
graduates including former WA premier Dr Geoff Gallop and
Chancellor Dr Michael Chaney, and of UWA clans, including

Ian Passmore, Member of the
Council of Convocation, and
Anne Passmore

three generations of the Cullity family graduates (the most
recent being Rhodes Scholar Jackie McArthur).
Last July the first 157 pavers were laid around the
lawn where students traditionally gather for lunch, to chat
between lectures and, as a graduate recalled, “discuss the
big questions of life”.
In May a further 98 pavers were added, including those
for WA businesswoman Janet Holmes à Court and her
daughter Catherine and Azure Capital Executive Chairman
John Poynton.
Chair of the Centenary Trust for Women, Dr Erica Smyth,
said that 27 students had already benefitted from the project.
If you would like to know more about the project contact
Marita Gardener on +61 8 6488 4207 or visit the website:
uwa.edu.au/ctw

Scholarship eases stress
Moving away from home to
study at a Perth university
that is a world away from
your home town can be
daunting – and financial
worries can be an added
stress.
At UWA, the School
of Indigenous Studies
becomes a ‘home away
from home’ for Indigenous
students, offering advice on
accommodation, bridging

courses and available
financial support and
scholarships.
The Jack and Eleanor
Bendat Rural Indigenous
Scholarships have already
helped three graduates and
are currently assisting two
students.
Fourth year Engineering
student Samantha
Shepherd grew up in
Broome and completed

Scholarship recipient Samantha Shepherd limbering up before
the New York Marathon (Photo: Trevor Collens)

high school in Karratha
before studying
Environmental Engineering
at UWA.
Samantha, who was
selected for Robert de
Castella’s 2011 Indigenous
New York Marathon
squad, has proved to be
an excellent student. When
she completes her degree
next year she’s aware of
many employment options
in Perth and the boom
town of Karratha where her
family lives.
Receiving the
scholarship made a
world of difference, says
Samantha.
“It’s allowed me to
stay focused on studies
rather than stressing
about finances,” she says.
“Moving away from my
family made me more
independent and the
scholarship has made the
goal of achieving a degree
that much easier.”
The 2011 scholarship
recipient, Cameron Howard
from Broome, is in his third
year of a Bachelor of Health
Science degree.

A natural leader,
Cameron chaired the
Indigenous study body on
campus and represented
the University at the
National Indigenous Tertiary
Education Games in
2011. He hopes to study
Medicine after completing
his undergraduate degree.
Two earlier scholarship
recipients, Joe Kaissis
and Sheena Graham,
are enjoying working in
Canberra. Joe, a Bachelor
of Health Science graduate,
has since completed a
graduate program at the
Department of Health and
Ageing in Canberra.
Sheena Graham, the first
UWA student to receive
the scholarship, is now
a Manager at AusAID in
Canberra.
“I’m grateful for Mr and
Mrs Bendat’s generosity
that helped me complete
my studies and pursue my
chosen career,” says the
graduate who is actively
involved with Amnesty
International and has done
voluntary work for the
United Nations.
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Graduate performs with WA Opera

Andrew Foote and Rachelle Durkin in
The Tales of Hoffman (Photo: WA Opera)

School of Music teacher Andrew Foote will sing the role of
Prince Yamadori in the forthcoming WA Opera production of
Madam Butterfly. “It’s a small but extremely important role
that I’ve sung several times,” says the winner of the 2010
Helpmann Award who has performed with Opera Australia,
Oz Opera and the WA Opera.
Andrew studied music and completed a Masters
Preliminary in Music at UWA. Recalling his student days at
the School of Music, he says: “The course I did at UWA was
fantastic – a broad based grounding in music and history.
I studied part-time and half-way through my degree began
getting work in opera.”
During the early 1990s his singing career took off, but
he also juggled an array of jobs, including being a public
servant, youth worker, staff and business trainer, policy
writer and CEO mentor. Today he performs, teaches at
UWA and runs his own business. “It’s an eclectic mix, but
it works,” he says.

You’re welcome!
On Sunday 12 August, UWA
will open the whole campus
to the public. This is a great
opportunity for prospective
students to explore the
State’s longest-established
university and to meet
academics, researchers,
student advisors and
current students who can
provide answers to a range
of queries about study
opportunities at UWA. It’s
also a great day out for the
family, with tours, displays,
hands-on activities, live
music and entertainment.
For more information: visit
the website: open.uwa.
edu.au

Oops! We erred!
We can’t resist sharing our
success stories with readers,
but in the last issue we got
carried away and claimed an
extra award in reporting the
WA Science Awards.
UWA academics not
only took the Scientist of
the Year and Early Career
Scientist of the Year
awards (Professor Richard
Hobbs and Professor
David White respectively)

but we reported a UWArelated project had won the
Science Communication
Initiative of the Year.
In fact this award
went to the Farm Business
Resilience Program (run
by the Department of
Agriculture and Food, Curtin
University and the WA Rural
Business Development
Corporation) that assists
WA-based farming
businesses to update their
farming practices. To date,
this unique program
has been delivered at
30 locations across the
State. Congratulations
to those involved.
The Earth Science WA
(ESWA) collaboration we
claimed as winner was
a finalist in the Science
Communication Initiative
category. It involves
UWA, Curtin University,
the CSIRO and the WA
Museum and raises
community awareness of
resource sustainability,
ground water and climate
change. The program is
credited with increasing
the number of students
undertaking studies in earth
science in WA.

A Love Denied & A Love Betrayed

Madam Butterfly

14 – 21 July at His Majesty’s Theatre

23 October – 3 November at His Majesty’s Theatre

AD IMPACT WAO 14776

Lucia di Lammermoor

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE – 2 OPERA’S FROM $62 | BOOK AT BOCS 9484 1144 | www.waopera.asn.au
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The power of giving back
Our University is privileged to be able to celebrate
magnanimity from both individuals and groups who
continue a century-old philanthropic tradition.
As universities around the nation face dwindling
government financial support, declining international
and mature-age student numbers and reduced
investment portfolio returns, philanthropy is
increasingly vital if we are to continue to make
positive lasting contributions to communities locally,
nationally and internationally.
For us to be in the strongest position to perform
at an international standard of excellence, we must
bolster revenue while maintaining vital research,
recruiting staff who excel in their chosen fields and
encouraging the admission of highly talented students
irrespective of their socio-economic background.
By way of example, we recently marked the
achievement of UWA-Clough Scholars and the
contribution of the Clough family, particularly
Dr Harold Clough, whose links to UWA go back
more than 60 years and who was instrumental in
creating one of the first successful university-industry
partnerships: the 35-year Clough Engineering
Scholarship program. The success of this pioneering
program laid the foundations for many other
successful ongoing UWA-industry partnerships and
achieved Harold’s aim and vision by contributing to
building capacity and capability in Western Australia.
We also recently celebrated the opening of the
Clough Engineering Student Centre, a modern
facility for team-based learning and private study
in a professional and contemporary environment
supported both by Clough Limited and an individual
donation from the Clough family.
Our University has also been pleased to receive
other generous donations from the corporate sector.
Most recently, with global miner Rio Tinto, we
signed a multi-million dollar partnership that will focus
on creating a sustainable supply of graduates and
expertise for the mining industry. Rio Tinto will invest
with UWA as part of a long-term objective to foster
skills for the future and build education capability.
And a few weeks earlier, we signed an agreement
with Rio Tinto to enable tens of thousands of
Indigenous rock art treasures in Western Australia’s
remote Pilbara region to be researched, catalogued
and promoted. As well, we established the Rio Tinto
Chair of Rock Art Studies and appointed a leading
Australian rock art specialist to the position.
For our students, the involvement of visionaries
such as Dr Clough and leading organisations such
as Rio Tinto that have lent their support to UWA
leads to improved educational outcomes, business
and community relevance and a more positive
student experience.

From its beginnings in 1911, and with the original
endowment by Sir John Winthrop Hackett, our
University has established pathways to learning and
discovery that have positioned the University as
one of the most influential teaching and research
institutions in Australia.
The additional capacity we can build as the
result of philanthropy ensures that we can deliver a
University mission which the Government can’t afford
but the community demands.
Australians are philanthropic by nature. And
most people recognise that solutions to economic,
social, scientific, ecological, medical problems are
usually found via research conducted at Universities.
The benefits are realised by a healthier and more
sustainable and civil society.
We are not looking to philanthropy to overcome
a funding crisis but to increase our capacity through
increased resources. It is also about delivering – on
behalf of our students and staff, as well as our State
and our Nation – the benefits “knowledge” will bring
as our primary competitive advantage. This is based
on an understanding of the role that higher education
will play in our nation’s future.
Philanthropic donations are essential in our quest
for international excellence and our University is very
fortunate in continuing to benefit from the generosity
of the community as we pursue our ambitious goal of
being among the world’s top 50 universities by 2050.
Paul Johnson
Vice-Chancellor
Uniview The University of Western Australia |
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The coach and the midfielder
Ric Charlesworth is a legend in the hockey world, both as player and coach. The
graduate is coaching the Kookaburras and talented midfielder (and UWA graduating
student) Fergus Kavanagh. Both have their sights set on gold at the London Olympics.
While not enjoying the high profile, sponsorship or
media coverage of Australia’s football codes, hockey
invariable makes headline news during the Olympics
– and little wonder. The Kookaburras is the only
Australian team to have won a medal at every one of
the past four Olympic Games.
Add to that the fact that the national team is
coached by the legendary Ric Charlesworth – who
has taken both the Hockeyroos and the Kookaburras
to world title wins – and you appreciate why interest
peaks during major international championships and
why hockey is gradually becoming the sport of choice
for more young enthusiasts.
Ric Charlesworth, a UWA graduate, has
competed in five Olympics and an eventful career
has also seen him practising medicine and being
elected to Federal parliament. In the early years of his
sporting career he also played cricket for the State
alongside Dennis Lillee and UWA graduate John
Inverarity.
“He has a certain aura in the hockey community,”
says Fergus Kavanagh, a Fogarty Foundation Scholar
nearing the end of his UWA studies, who is one of
four rotating co-captains the coach has selected for
the Kookaburras. According to the coach, midfielder
is “a skilled, thoughtful, smart and diligent player who
has been interchangeable on the field”.
8
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Fergus sees his coach as being a great motivator
who has dubbed Kookaburra training sessions the
‘university of hockey’.
“He had us reading poetry the other week and
going to a Shakespeare in the Park production,”
says Fergus. “He likes to take us out and about, to
broaden us beyond the sporting field – it’s one of the
reasons why we work so well together as a team.
“Ric has been excellent for the team because
he knows how to get the best out of people. He
encourages us to be more flexible and versatile
players and he’s introduced a new style of play that
has been very successful for us.”
That style, says Fergus, sets the Kookaburras
apart from European and South American teams.
“We pride ourselves on our aggressive, attacking
game. More than any other international team, our
game is about pressuring the opposition at all times,
trying not to give them any time on the ball. People
say we’re aggressive because we love to score and
force mistakes in our opponents and Ric introduced
that emphasis of putting relentless pressure on
opponents and wearing them down.

Above: Fergus Kavanagh and Ric Charlesworth (Photo: Sam
Passante). Next page: The midfielder in action (Photo: Daniel
Carson | dcimages.org)

“Of course things don’t always go our way. At the
World Cup in 2010 we were hot favourites but in the
first game we lost to England – for the first time in 28
years! However, we came back and went on to win
every game in that tournament. There is very much
a strong sense of belief in the team that no matter
what, we’re always in with a good chance.”
The 26-year-old heading towards the end of a
Engineering/Commerce degree has been selected
in every team that has won gold at the World Cup,
Commonwealth Games and four consecutive
Champions Tropics under Ric Charlesworth. He was
with the Kookaburras at the Beijing Olympics and
won a bronze medal.
The coach says Fergus is a core member
of the national team because of his ability to be
interchangeable on the field, moving from midfield
to attack. The midfielder acknowledges that
having played in every position on the field except
goalkeeper has made him a good selection bet but
he says he’s most at home in defence, stopping his
opponents from scoring.
The UWA graduate began playing hockey when
he was eight and growing up in Geraldton. “I was
drawn to the sport because it’s a real game of
finesse, so your technical skill is what matters rather
than the fact that you are six foot.”
Following in his older brother’s footsteps – Tom
was also in the State’s under 15s and 18s and 21s
– Fergus began to play in national championships, a
commitment that saw his supportive dad driving him
down to Perth for training sessions twice a week.
After graduating from high school, Fergus moved
to Perth to enrol at UWA and pursue his hockey.
He pays tribute to both the University and the
Kookaburras for helping him juggle the demands of
sport and study.
A Fogarty Foundation Scholarship provided
invaluable support, he says, and academics were
on side if an exam had to be deferred. “My coaches
also appreciated that at exam times, training sessions
had to be missed, so I had great all-round support,”
he recalls.
“I found that being involved in study and sport in an
intense way actually suited me. When I was studying
really hard, a hockey training session was a great
escape and if I wasn’t training well, my studies gave
me something to focus on. If I had had one without the
other I don’t think I would have excelled in both.”
Fergus is currently focusing entirely on hockey in
the run-up to the Olympics. If he makes the Olympic
team – he’ll know in June – he’ll put off considering
his work options until after the games are over.
Having a major in Ocean Engineering, he’d like to
get involved in exploring the use of the ocean as a
source of renewable energy. Another option would be
to become a professional player, which would mean
moving to the Netherlands, Spain or Germany to play
in the European league.

Fergus acknowledges that there are huge
expectations on teams and players with the approach
of the Olympics.
“What I have learnt about hockey at major
tournaments is that once you start the game you
lose yourself in the moment and forget about
expectations. All the practice and training kicks in.
But yes, the pressure is considerable, and that’s
when being disciplined about your training and your
focus is so important.”
No doubt Fergus’s experience at successfully
juggling study and hockey will serve as a model
for another UWA student Tristan Clemons, who is
currently in the Kookaburras development squad.
Working off-field to support Australia’s elite
hockey players in the WA Institute of Sport are UWA
graduates Peter Peeling (working with the Men’s and
Women’s WAIS hockey programs), physiologists
Ted Polglaze and Claire Rechichi, and PhD student
Martyn Binnie who is researching the physiological
outcomes of training on sand. He is supervised by
Winthrop Professor Brian Dawson of UWA’s School of
Sport Science, Exercise and Health.

BEING INVOLVED IN STUDY
AND SPORT IN AN INTENSE
WAY SUITED ME
Uniview The University of Western Australia |
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A year of
momentous
change
This year, 2012, could well be dubbed a year of change – for UWA with its new
curriculum structure and for providers of tertiary education across Australia
as a deregulated market place for undergraduates is rolled out. And the
University’s new Vice-Chancellor points to even greater challenges on the
horizon. Trea Wiltshire reports.
When he spoke to the business elite at the
Committee for the Economic Development of
Australia (WA) in February, UWA’s Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Paul Johnson, threw down a challenge for
Western Australia: follow California’s lead and build a
world-class university system.
The economic historian stresses we need to look
beyond the minerals and energy sector to think about
what comes next. “Because there is always a next,”
he says. His answer is to follow the lead of California,
a state that – like WA – has an economy that was
initially powered by a gold rush, then by oil and gas.
“But from the 1970s through to today, California
has transformed itself into the high-tech engine of
the US economy. It did that by building a world-class
university system which includes universities such as
Stanford, Berkeley, Caltech and others,” he explained.
“We have the potential to create a global
knowledge and innovation hub here in Perth,” he
said, “but it will not happen by accident. This is not
something that the University can do alone; it is not
something the government can do alone; it is not
something that industry can do alone. It requires
focus, partnership and, above all, a common
commitment.
10
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“We have unparalleled opportunities. The
question is: are we brave and bold enough to turn
them into reality?”
The Vice-Chancellor went on to tell his
audience that education is a big business across
Australia – substantially bigger in terms of foreign
currency earnings than natural gas, petroleum,
wheat, travel and tourism – and the potential for
growth is significant. As such, if Australia builds
on its strength as a world leader in education, the
nation will advance our contribution to knowledge
and innovation in a century that has already
been dubbed both the ‘Asian Century’ and the
‘Knowledge Century’.
The new Vice-Chancellor has taken up his
appointment in a year of significant change, as UWA
launches its new curriculum structure and welcomes
a record number of undergraduate students.
This is also a landmark year nationally. After
decades of government control of numbers and
courses, the Federal Government has responded
to the Bradley Review by rolling out a deregulated
market place for undergraduates.
While the significance of this radical move has
been likened in its potential impact to the 1983

floating of the Australian dollar on world money
markets, the changes have not generated as much
discussion in the wider community.
Canberra now funds universities based on the
number of undergraduates they enrol. From now
on, Australia’s 39 universities will grow or contract in
response to student demand. Student preferences –
rather than those of bureaucrats or academics – will
shape what institutions offer.
When he addressed the National Press Club
in March, Professor Glyn Davis, Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Melbourne, predicted: “Thirty
years from now, the higher education sector will be
transformed. By embracing the recommendation for a
demand-driven system, we have signed on for a very
different future.”
UWA Vice-Chancellor Professor Paul Johnson
agrees, and points to even greater challenges beyond
deregulation on the horizon.
“We will also see market-related changes,” he
predicts. “There are some very large companies
now offering tertiary education across the world
and they’re integrating. Today the world’s biggest
university is an online, for-profit business owned by a
venture capital company.
“We’ll see international players setting up in
Australia because it’s becoming much easier to do
so. At relatively low cost and by developing more
material online, they won’t lose their economies
of scale.
“Technology will facilitate the internationalisation
of higher education, and the introduction of
for-profit providers will be a fundamental change
for a university model that has been around for a
hundred years.
“The Australian government has already turned
down one application for a private university but more
are coming through. Sooner or later, we’ll see the
full commercialisation of education. That’s an even
bigger challenge, and it is a threat.
“Are people in universities thinking about this?
Senior management certainly is, but academic and
professional staff? Probably not as much as they
should be.”
Professor Johnson points out that the
deregulation advocated by the Bradley Review relates
to numbers of students enrolled, not to fees for
courses. These are still set by the government, so if a
student chooses to study medicine at one university
rather than another, the cost will be the same.
However, the Vice-Chancellor expects that too
will change – and before the end of the decade.
Price flexibility has been the trend in countries
with deregulated markets where public and private
universities co-exist.
These changes have unnerved some in Australia.
In a demand-driven system, they ask, what if
students accelerate a nation-wide trend away from
studying maths and science in higher education?

“It is interesting that here at UWA, the majority of
our students in our new curriculum structure are in
fact studying sciences, so at this University we’re not
seeing a movement away from maths and science,”
says Professor Johnson. “But you would be very
worried if that started to happen, given this State has
a booming economy largely driven by engineering
and minerals sectors that are heavily science-based
– and we also have a large medical science research
infrastructure.”
“However, I think there is a challenge in relation
to maths and science teaching in our school system.
International studies by the OECD reveal that
Australia has been going down the league table while
countries like Korea, China and Finland go up.

Above: Vice-Chancellor Professor Paul Johnson meets highachieving students in the four-year Bachelor of Philosophy
(Honours) course. The flagship degree in UWA’s new curriculum
structure features an intensive research focus, extensive team
work and communication skills development, along with support
for an overseas study experience
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“Part of the challenge is that a smaller proportion
of high-performing secondary school graduates is
choosing teaching and, more particularly, maths and
science teaching. Science graduates can earn much
more in other areas.
“So you end up with lots of schools where maths
and sciences are taught by non-specialist teachers.
If a teacher isn’t very competent or excited by the
subject, kids are quick to pick up on this and they
lose interest.”
Professor Johnson says that UWA has been
responding to this deficit on several fronts: by offering
its highly successful, one-year Graduate Diploma
in Education (Secondary) and a Master of Teaching
for the three specialty areas; and with its popular
Masters in Science Communications and Education
that allows graduates to teach in high schools
and work in science-related organisations with an
education mandate.
He also cites UWA’s new Masters Degree of
School Leadership that was recently launched by
Education Minister Liz Constable, who is a graduate
of this University. The course is designed to equip
aspiring principals with the skills, understanding and
knowledge to lead schools with confidence.
“We really want good leaders in schools because
there is a lot of evidence that a school’s performance
changes for the better with good leadership,” he
says. “Within a couple of years, an underperforming
school starts getting better results.

WE NEED GOOD LEADERS
IN SCHOOLS BECAUSE
PERFORMANCE CHANGES
FOR THE BETTER
12
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“In addition to these initiatives, WA’s Chief
Scientist – our own Professor Lyn Beazley – is
out there talking to school children because she’s
passionate about promoting maths and science. This
University is also working closely with Scitech and
we’re very proactive about bringing school students
to our campus.”
Does the Vice-Chancellor believe that a
deregulated system will drive down standards?
“Absolutely not!” says Professor Johnson. “In a
more commercial, market-driven sector you will see
more differentiation in the types of providers and in
the nature of how and what is provided.
“As in any other market of goods and services,
there will be price differentiation – when you buy
a car, are you prepared to pay for a top of the line
vehicle, a mid-range car or an economy model?
“The challenge for UWA as this market develops
will be maintaining quality. We absolutely support
quality and quality costs money to provide, so in
future we will inevitably have to charge higher prices.
“How than do we preserve access? How do
we ensure that students with the capability and
application – who haven’t benefited from good
home support or specialist teachers in high schools
– can still come to UWA to develop their skills to the
highest degree. Our challenge will be what do we do
about scholarships and access in a future regime of
higher prices.
“That is something I will be focussing on with my
UWA colleagues but it is also a significant issue for
both the University, its alumni, business, industry and
the wider community. We need to appreciate that
before the end of this decade, the costs of higher
education will go up.”
Professor Johnson cites initiatives that UWA has
already put in place to widen access. The Aspire
UWA program, supported by both Federal and
State governments, encourages students from 24
schools (some in metropolitan Perth, several in the
Pilbara) whose students are under-represented. The
University’s newest equity program Fairway, a support
program for final year secondary students, is now
helping Year 12 students to complete the Fairway
journey and gain entry into a UWA degree course.
“I absolutely believe that those of us who
benefited from a free education can’t just say, ‘We
were the lucky ones – sorry, mate, you’ll have to pay’.
“If we believe in a fair society we have a moral
obligation to provide the opportunities we enjoyed for
current and future generations. We need to build up
our scholarship funds and I am very keen to do that
now, in anticipation of what is coming.”

Left: UWA’s new postgraduate Public School Leadership
qualification was launched by WA Education Minister, Dr Liz
Constable in January when the Master’s course accepted its
first cohort of students. Dr Constable is seen here with Winthrop
Professor Helen Wildy, Dean of Education (left) and WA
Education Department’s Director General Sharon O’Neill

From bored schoolboy
to Vice-Chancellor
With scholarships and a doctorate from
Oxford, UWA’s Vice-Chancellor had a brilliant
start to his career. Now he farewells UWA’s
Rhodes Scholars to Oxford and our John
Monash Scholar to Harvard.
Paul Johnson grew up in the United Kingdom, in
the city of Bath, a spa centre characterised by its
crescents of pale gold Georgian terraces set in the
folds of Somerset’s green hills.
In 1966, this heritage city acquired its first
university, an event that initially furrowed the brows
of his parents, for it brought an avalanche of “hippies
and arty types” to town.
“It was the era of flower power and Vietnam
war demonstrations and when long-haired students
arrived in our beautiful city, my parents thought it a
dubious move,” he recalls.
Paul Johnson was a teenager at the time,
attending the local selective King Edward School.
While his parents might have looked askance at the
arty types, they did believe in the value of education.
When they had noticed their son’s boredom at
primary school, they arranged for him to be tested at
the local selective school.
Not only did the school, King Edward, offer him a
place, it suggested he skip a year – “so not only was
I no longer bored, I was quite challenged,” he recalls.
The enthusiastic young scholar was now at a
school where the head and deputy had degrees from
Oxford and Cambridge, “So, whereas my parents
had an intuitive faith in the value of education, it was
my teachers at King Edward who had the knowledge
to direct my capabilities.”
The result was that he graduated from King
Edward School exceptionally well, was offered an
exhibition and soon found himself ensconced in the
wood-panelled comfort of St John’s College, Oxford
– feeling just a tad alien among the old Etonians and
the graduates of Winchester and Harrow.
“I’d come from a lower middle-class family,” he
recalls. “My father worked in an egg-packing factory
and we’d had a hard time when he lost his job. He
left school at 16, my mother at 15. There weren’t
many books in our house.
“To be suddenly transported to a 16th century
dining hall, to be studying in a library with beautifully
carved book shelves and desks – it was a bit surreal.
Of course I was not alone, and I found friends initially
from those with similar backgrounds.
“I do remember assuming, when I arrived, that
students from the elite schools would be very, very
smart (and they certainly gave that impression) but
I soon discovered that academically I was in no way
less able.

FOR ME, HIGHER
EDUCATION OPENED UP
WORLDS OF POSSIBILITIES
I DIDN’T KNOW EXISTED
“So I relaxed and began to enjoy the intellectual
challenge of Oxford, which I found exciting. And
like any undergraduate, I learned a lot about myself
and about people and how to work with them and
co-operate.
“For me, higher education opened up worlds of
possibilities I didn’t know existed. It has given me
the opportunity to do a whole range of things which,
in a sense, were beyond the comprehension of
my parents. My education also gave me access to
occupational and social mobility. I was very lucky.”
At the end of his undergraduate studies, he found
himself juggling an offer from a firm of international
management consultants while also being
encouraged to take up a DPhil scholarship at Oxford.
On completing his postdoctoral research, Paul
Johnson launched himself into his professional
field during the depths of the 1984 recession that
radically reduced academic posts in Margaret
Thatcher’s Britain.
Above: Vice-Chancellor Professor Paul Johnson with Rhodes
Scholar Rachel Paterson, Australia-At-Large Rhodes Scholar
Vinay Menon who will take up their scholarships at Oxford
University shortly, and John Monash Scholar Sam BrophyWilliams, who will travel to Boston to study a Masters of Public
Health at Harvard University (Photo: Matt Galligan)
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He was offered a post as a lecturer at the
London School of Economics, one of the world’s
leading social science institutions. “I knew the five
other candidates and all were perfectly credentialled,
so I felt fortunate,” he recalls.
At the LSE he rose rapidly through the
ranks – from Lecturer to Professor, then Head of
Department and, for his last three years, Deputy
Director.
Like others in the upper echelons of the LSE,
his expertise in pension reform and the economics
of demographic change was sought by the World
Bank, the United Nations Research Institute for
Social Development, the British Government and
the House of Lords.
Increasingly, he also found himself in demand in
academic management.
“It was a kind of drift,” he remembers. “I am
characterised by a degree of impatience. If I see
things happening that seem dumb, unimaginative or
inappropriate, I think to myself: ‘We can do better’.
And I try to change them.
“In working with colleagues to make things better,
I found myself taking on roles that had institutionwide impacts at the LSE and while that took me away
from my specialisation, I enjoyed this new role.”
During this time both he and his wife Susannah,
a fellow academic with an Oxford PhD and a
lectureship at LSE, had Visiting Fellowships at

Australian Universities (ANU and the University of
Melbourne) that led to their decision, following the
birth of their children, Oriana and Orlando, to move
to Australia.
Professor Johnson became Vice-Chancellor of
La Trobe in Melbourne, and when the post as UWA
Vice-Chancellor was offered, the couple welcomed
the chance to live in Perth, where, as a child,
Susannah had spent summer holidays visiting an
aunt in Nedlands.
Has the new Vice-Chancellor’s approach to
university access been shaped by his academic
journey – a primary student saved from boredom
by a selective school that paved the way for
Oxford studies?
“Yes, my own experience has coloured my views
about access but also my views about excellence,”
says Professor Johnson.
“Here at UWA we want the very best students so
that we can give them the very best education. But
we have to accept the fact that not all students are
equally able or prepared or motivated to study, and
we have a one-dimensional representation of ability in
the school-leaving ATAR score.
“I will always be looking for the student who
is very capable and very committed. We need to
capture those skills, because every time a talented
student is excluded, it’s a cost to society as well as
to that student.”

BC+Y UFAH5 CRICOS Provider Code 00126G

Achieve

global career prospects
with an international
masters degree in Arts

Like many of the world’s leading universities, The
University of Western Australia is developing courses
which are at once relevant and respected internationally.
For example, we now offer two outstanding masters
degrees in Arts.
Master of International Relations
Heighten your career prospects by acquiring a better
understanding of global governance and politics with a
particular emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region.
Taught by esteemed academics, this masters by
coursework delivers advanced-level knowledge and
teaches the skills needed to analyse contemporary
international relations.
For details visit arts.uwa.edu.au/intrel
Master of International Journalism
Prominent and experienced journalists will teach you the
ability to generate original journalism across all media
formats - print, broadcast and digital.
You will achieve the highest industry-standard while
focussing on domestic and international contexts, so you
can find a good job overseas on graduating.
For details visit arts.uwa.edu.au/intjour
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GUEST COLUMN

Author and UWA graduate Julian Cribb provides specialist consultancy in the
communication of science, agriculture, food, mining, energy and the environment.
He was formerly scientific editor of The Australian and Director of National
Awareness for the CSIRO and is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Technological
Sciences and Engineering. His book The Coming Famine queries whether we can
feed humanity through the mid-century peak in population. In a letter to the journal
Nature he made the case for…

Re-naming the human race
by Julian Cribb FTSE

It is time the human race had a new name. The old
one, Homo sapiens – wise or thinking man – has
been around since 1758 and is no longer a fitting
description for the creature we have become.
When the Swedish father of taxonomy Carl
Linnaeus first bestowed it, humanity no doubt
seemed wise when compared with what scientists
of the day knew about both humans and other
animals. We have since learned our behaviour is not
as wise as we like to imagine – while some animals
are quite intelligent. In short it is a name which is
both inaccurate and which promotes a dangerous
self-delusion.
Humans are presently engaged in the greatest act
of extermination of other species by a single species,
probably since life on Earth began. We are destroying
an estimated 30,000 species a year – a scale
comparable to the great geological catastrophes
of the past.

We currently contaminate the atmosphere with
30 billion tonnes of carbon equivalent a year. This
risks an episode of accelerated planetary warming
reaching 4-5 degrees by the end of this century and
8 degrees by the middle of next century – a level at
which food production would be severely disrupted,
posing a serious risk to all members of an enlarged
human population.
We have manufactured around 83,000 synthetic
chemicals, many of them toxic, and some of which
we inhale, ingest in food or water or absorb through
the skin every day of our lives. A 2005 US study
found newborn babies in that country are typically
contaminated by around 200 industrial chemicals,
including pesticides, dioxins and flame retardants.
continued on page 28
Above: Julian Cribb and his book The Coming Famine
(Photo: J. Carl Ganter)
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ALREADY THERE

Rhodes to Oxford
Two graduates determined to work for better health outcomes are heading
to Oxford University to join a cohort of UWA Rhodes Scholars.
UWA has a proud tradition of producing Rhodes
Scholars. Scan a list of WA winners since the
early decades of the 20th century and, with few
exceptions, they are UWA graduates. This year was
no exception, with the State’s Rhodes Scholarship
going to Rachel Paterson and the Australian Rhodes
Scholarship going to Vinay Menon.
Rachel and Vinay will join Jackie McArthur (2011)
pursuing law studies, and 2010 scholars Dustin
Stuart (laser physic) and Rachel Panegyres (law and
environmental change).
In Oxford, the 2012 Rhodes Scholars may also
encounter UWA Rhodes Scholars who have become
lecturers, including Byron Byrne (1996) and Travis
McLeod (2007). Travis is completing a DPhil in
International Relations.
Both Rachel and Vinay share a determination
to make a difference in international health. Rachel
has a passion for medical research and believes her
UWA Bachelor of Science with Honours (majoring in
Genetics and Biochemistry) stands her in good stead
for her Oxford studies.
Vinay Menon’s extensive community volunteering
in Australia and overseas won him the Australian
Human Rights Commission’s Young Persons Human
16
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Rights Medal in recognition of his work with refugees,
Indigenous communities and children living with a
disability. He co-founded the World Aware program
run by Red Cross volunteers that is now run annually.
Working at a refugee camp in Tanzania where he
assisted three local doctors providing care for 49,000
refugees had a profound effect on the graduate.
“I can remember the sinking sense of dread
when we failed to resuscitate a critically ill child with
inadequate equipment, and the painful, daily sound
of mothers wailing over children lost to malaria,”
says Vinay. “I passionately believe such suffering
amongst children is neither acceptable nor inevitable.
My aspiration is to serve as a public health leader,
to create meaningful change in the health and
well-being of children in vulnerable communities.”
The graduate, who completed a medical degree
at UWA, will use his scholarship to study in the MSc
in Global Health Science program. The program
includes a field research placement and Vinay hopes
Top right: Already there – UWA Rhodes Scholars Jackie
McArthur, Travis McLeod and Dustin Stuart with Curtin graduate
and Clarendon Scholarship winner Adrian Murdoch (second
from right) (Photo: Daniel Hatch). Next page: On their way –
2012 Rhodes Scholars Rachel Paterson and Vinay Menon
(Photo: Matt Galligan)

to spend that at the Medical Research Council in
Gambia exploring public health initiatives responsible
for reducing malaria and other infectious diseases.
Uniview profiled Vinay in the Spring 2010 issue.
We profile Rachel below.

Determined to make
a difference
In India, tuberculosis is seen as “a disease of
poverty” by the World Health Organization that
believes mismanaged treatment is contributing to
the relentless rise of resistant forms of TB. In Nigeria,
polio continues to cripple victims because rumours
– that vaccines are a Western conspiracy to sterilise
girls – work against eradication. And in Australia,
despite early successes, doctors are seeing the
highest rate of new HIV infections in 20 years.
These are the worldwide health problems that
drive a determination to make a difference in 2012
Rhodes Scholar Rachel Paterson.
“I’m passionate about improving health through
medical research and I know the DPhil in Infection
Immunology and Translational Medicine at Oxford will
provide the world-class mentoring and international
experience I need for a career in medical research. In
my first year I will be working on projects related to
influenza and TB, and that will give me a direction for
the future.
“I am so inspired that a 30-year battle against
polio has led to 99 per cent of cases being stamped
out. We now have an opportunity to make polio the
second infectious disease (after smallpox) to be
eradicated by humans and I want to get involved in
eradicating devastating diseases like this.”
Rachel enrolled in UWA’s Advanced Science
Program which gives outstanding students an
enriched Bachelor of Science degree supported by
the UWA Fogarty Foundation. She pays tribute to the
Foundation for providing extensive opportunities to
develop her leadership skills and to Professor George
Stewart who was Course Co-ordinator throughout
her studies.
The Rhodes Scholar is currently the acting Senior
Research Scientist at the Australian Inherited Retinal
Disease Register at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.
One of the appeals of the DPhil at Oxford is that
the course focuses on the clinical application of
research findings.
“I really want to see the lab work I do being
put to use in clinics and communities,” says the
graduate who has worked in fields such as cloning,
X-ray crystallography, and a range of investigative
techniques.
Rhodes Scholarships are awarded not just on
academic excellence but for community involvement
and sporting achievement – and Rachel has been
active in both.

The graduate is enthusiastic about the Fogarty
Foundation’s support for the Teach Learn Grow
tutoring program initiated by UWA Fogarty Scholar
David Sherwood and a colleague from Edith Cowan
University.
“I met David at St George’s College and thought
it a brilliant idea that uni students should work with
school kids struggling with a particular subject,” she
says. “You may be teaching but you’re also learning
– and employing an entirely new set of skills. And it’s
rewarding seeing how much improvement can be
achieved in just a week.
“My Year 7 pupil had a Year 3 reading level, but
was very enthusiastic, so it was a pleasure to help
him. The one-on-one help is important because in
small, isolated schools with several levels in one
room, it’s difficult for a teacher to give everyone the
specific help they need.”

ON THEIR WAY
Rachel’s sport of choice is Women’s Australian
Rules Football and she’s been active (both on and
off-field) in the development of the sport in WA.
“Team sports are a great way to learn about
camaraderie, trust and responsibility,” she says.
“Putting your body on the line to protect a teammate
takes courage and trust, and as a consequence,
great friendships are built.
“Gradually women’s football is getting more
recognition. There are now national championships
and the women’s league here is growing quite rapidly
– in 2012 there are nine clubs,” she says. “We aim is
to create a pathway so that girls can play throughout
school and then join the league.”
“I’d just love to start a club over there in Oxford,”
muses the Rhodes Scholar, and with her brand of
determination, it’s quite likely she’ll do it.
Uniview The University of Western Australia |
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Attacking
asthma
The prestigious journal
Nature Medicine has
published a UWA study
proposing a radical new
blueprint for the control of
asthma in children – and
Raine Study particiapnts
played a role in the
international research.

Back in 1980, UWA Postdoctoral Fellow Pat Holt
embarked on what has become a protracted journey
to unravel the mechanisms of asthma, a disease
that is expected to be the most common emergency
bringing distressed parents and children to local
hospitals this winter.
During the 1980s, asthma research around the
world was accelerating as a result of what was
becoming known internationally as ‘the asthma
epidemic’.
“For several years people simply didn’t accept
what was happening, but as the incidence
of asthma rose relentlessly, it was universally
acknowledged that a First World epidemic was
occurring. At that stage it appeared very much a
‘western-lifestyle-type’ disease, for asthma was
much less frequent in the Third World,” recalls the
UWA Adjunct Professor whose latest research
findings (in collaboration with Professor Peter
Sly who has recently relocated to University of
Queensland) were published in the prestigious
journal Nature Medicine.
Pat Holt’s postdoctoral research back in 1980
provided the ‘eureka moment’ that set him on his
current research path. That involved developing an
experimental model in which mice inhaled low levels
of allergens to induce antibodies equivalent to those
that cause the narrowing of airways in asthmatic
humans. The aim was to identify the control
18
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mechanism responsible for regulating production of
these allergic antibodies, and ultimately to discover
why this malfunctioned in asthmatics.
“The surprise was that not only did the mice
fail to develop these antibodies, but instead the
longer we exposed them the more resistant
they became to allergic sensitisation. They had
developed a state of profound immunological
tolerance to the allergen that specifically prevented
them making these antibodies. This tolerance
phenomenon had never previously been observed
in the lung, and we realised that it provided a
major clue to how respiratory allergies are normally
avoided by the healthy immune system,” explains
the UWA researcher.
“The challenge then became finding out what
causes this immunological tolerance to fail in some
humans, particularly during childhood when most
asthma-associated allergies first manifest. I’ve been
following that path of research ever since”.
Professor Holt, Deputy Director at the Telethon
Institute of Child Health Research, says the study –
published in the biomedical journal Nature Medicine,
Volume 18 (Number 5) May 2012 – brings together
research spanning 15 years and presents a radical
blueprint for the future control of asthma in children.
Above: Raine Study participants
(Photo: Telethon Institute for Child Health Research)
Next page: Professor Pat Holt

Professor Holt and his collaborators (which
include multi-disciplinary teams of researchers in
several Australian and overseas centres) are at the
forefront of an international effort to identify the first
triggers responsible for the onset of asthma.
Their studies have shown that while most
children develop tolerance to dust mites and
pollens during preschool years, others fail to do so
and this subgroup is at increased risk for asthma
development. However, the highest risk of all is
associated with the combination of respiratory
allergies and recurring viral infections, which interact
in children to create a particularly potent form of
airway inflammation.
Professor Holt says these studies collectively have
provided a new set of rationales for the prevention of
the initial onset of asthma in children.
“New anti-inflammatory therapeutics are being
developed all the time but virtually exclusively for
established asthma and allergies in adults, but we
believe many of these may be effective as preventive
agents,” he explains. “We now know enough about
how asthma starts and progresses during childhood
to identify subgroups of young subjects who are most
likely to benefit from early treatment.
“We also know that a substantial proportion of
severe asthma in the adult population is a direct
result of the persistence of the milder childhood form
into adulthood, and so halting progression early has
the potential to markedly reduce the subsequent
burden of chronic adult disease.
“Trials we have designed to test examples of
these new approaches are already in progress in
Australia and in the US, and others are in the pipeline.
“We are starting to see growing interest
from the international pharmaceutical industry in
this preventive approach, despite the fact that
is completely alien to their traditional thinking
which until now has been focussed exclusively on
developing drugs to treat established asthma.
“There is also encouraging support from
influential organisations such as the National
Institutes of Health in the US that set much of the
international agenda related to development of new
types of medical treatments – so there are exciting
times ahead for this important area of research”.
More than two million Australians have asthma.
Health researchers know that the narrowing and
blocking of airways has been on the increase since
the 1970s and that asthma can be linked to genetics,
environment, pollution and diet.
Professor Holt says that unravelling the
complexities of diseases such as asthma has been
significantly advanced by using information from
the UWA-supported Raine Study which offers local
and international researchers more than 21 years of
health data.
The study began with a cohort of 2,900 pregnant
mothers and focused initially on birth weight. For

HALTING
PROGRESSION
EARLY HAS THE
POTENTIAL TO
MARKEDLY REDUCE
THE SUBSEQUENT
BURDEN OF CHRONIC
ADULT DISEASE
more than two decades, the mothers and children
involved have provided uniquely detailed information
on how general health patterns change over time in
relation to development, genetics and environmental
exposures. The 23-year follow-up of Raine
participants funded by NHMRC began in January.
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A/Professor Pat Holt
Head of Cell Biology
Telethon Institute of child Health Research
Phone: +61 8 9489 7838
Email: patrick@ichr.uwa.edu.au
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The law of the sea
When the great sailing ships of the 16th century ranged across the world’s oceans in
search of merchandise, the evolving law of the sea was intricately related to the birth
of international law. Seafaring nations contested the freedom of the seas and claim
and counter-claim continue to challenge today’s UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea. UWA’s Dean of the Faculty of Law is an expert on the thorny issues that arise
when several nations lay claim to maritime resources, from oil and gas to fisheries.
Few people are aware that France and Australia share
a remote maritime boundary in the blue-grey reaches
of the Southern Ocean.
Back in the 18th century France claimed the Iles
Kerguelen – a group of volcanic islands populated
by seals, penguins and seabirds. Today, the
islands share a maritime boundary with Australia’s
Heard Island that accommodates a similar suite of
fauna, along with an Australian Antarctic Division
research station.
French interest in its far-flung territory spiked in
the 1980s when, like Britain, its mercantile fleet faced
considerable challenges. To avoid the more stringent
regulations governing the registration of vessels
in Europe, France began remotely registering its
20
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shipping on Kerguelen – and Britain does the same in
relation to the Isle of Man.
Professor Stuart Kaye, Dean in the Faculty of Law
and an expert in the Law of the Sea, explains that
by creating open registries, nations with significant
merchant fleets have found a way of surviving
cut-throat competition from Flag of Convenience
(FOC) shipping registered in countries like Liberia.
“Ships can only fly the flag of a single nationality
when at sea or in port,” explains Professor Kaye.
Above: Map of the Pacific Ocean, Maris Pacifici by Abrahamus
Ortelius, 1589 (Reid Library’s Scholars Centre)
Next page: A View of Christmas Harbour in Kerguelen’s Land,
a hand coloured, copperplate 18th century engraving made for
A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. (Reid Library Scholars’ Centre).
Inset: Professor Stuart Kaye

“Some countries are more prescriptive in the way
they regulate registration. For example, Australia
stipulates that those working in the industry must
be paid award wages and have appropriate training.
However, Liberian regulations are far more lax,
with minimum certification in regard to working
conditions, crewing and environmental safety.
“Today more than half the world’s tonnage
of shipping is registered in places with an ‘open
registry’ where levels of compliance are much
reduced and shipping is therefore cheaper to
operate.
“In Australia the Howard Government liberalised
some of the regulations applying to foreign vessels
and this resulted in considerable growth in foreign
vessels in our ports while radically reducing the size
of Australia’s maritime industry.”
Professor Kaye says that in this most globalised
of industries, there is considerable concern about
the number of oil tankers registered in places like
Liberia that come to grief, polluting pristine beaches
and coastal cities. However, he says, there is no
easy answer because the interests arrayed against
reform are substantial.
“Higher standards could double the cost of
shipping goods around the world, and that would
make a lot of people unhappy,” he says.
“The result is that a country like France opts
to have a large number of vessels registered at
Kerguelen, a remote and largely unoccupied island in
the southern Indian Ocean, appropriately dubbed by
Captain James Cook the ‘Isle of Desolation’.”
Professor Kaye suspects that his ‘maritime
gene’ came from forebears who hailed from the Isle
of Wight and were engineers or sail makers in the
island’s extensive shipyards.
Clearly he’s fascinated by maritime matters that,
in the realm of his research, range from boundaries
to fisheries management. He cites the Torres Strait
(between the northernmost point of Australia and
Papua New Guinea) as one of the world’s most
complex maritime boundary arrangements, with
impacts on navigation and offshore legal regimes,
and native title issues.
In a 2001 Melbourne Journal of International Law
article, he wrote that in terms of sovereignty and
jurisdictional issues, the Torres Strait region presents
unique challenges.
“The issue of native title in offshore areas is
particularly relevant in the Torres Strait because
Australia’s first native title claim originated there,”
he says.
“Ensuring adequate protection of vital resources
and the support and maintenance of traditional
communities are difficult enough without the
presence of an essential international seaway,
dangerous waters and a fragile reef ecosystem.”
Australia and a newly-independent PNG finally
agreed to allocate fisheries in the area to PNG while

FRANCE REGISTERS
VESSELS AT A
REMOTE ISLAND
IN THE SOUTHERN
INDIAN OCEAN
ISLAND CLAIMED IN
THE 18TH CENTURY
allowing islanders (who wanted to remain part of
Australia) access to the surrounding waters.
“There are a number of Australian islands in
waters north of the seabed boundary and they have a
three mile territorial sea that is completely surrounded
by PNG’s seabed. As such the islands are enclaved.”
He says the use of multiple maritime boundaries
is not common, nor is the separation of seabed and
water column jurisidiction easily accommodated
under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Professor Kaye holds the rank of Commander
in the Royal Australian Navy Reserve. He serves as
a legal officer, providing advice in operations and
international law for the Australian Defence Force and
Border Protection Command.
Some of this advice has related to the thorny
issue of piracy, where the Royal Australian Navy is
among 23 nations that patrol the east coast of Africa
where Somali pirates are increasingly active.
Professor Kaye says that when pirates are
apprehended by the international fleet, any navy
involved faces the dilemma of what to do with them.
If they arrest and bring them for trial in the home
country, they could claim asylum when released.
While some African countries like Kenya have agreed
to assist by trying and imprisoning pirates, there are
continued on page 23
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continued from page 21
limits to the number of pirates that can be dealt with
in this way.
The UWA researcher observes that while
piracy was a problem closer to home, in the Straits
of Malacca, improved international cooperation
between Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore and the
tsunami of 2004 have dramatically reduced the threat
of piracy.
Professor Kaye is currently involved in research
related to maritime claims in the Indian and Pacific
Ocean for the Sea Power Centre in Canberra which
is supported by the RAN.
He explains that maritime boundaries were
established by the 1982 United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea. In relation to Australia it
means that we have complete sovereignty over the
waters extending 12 nautical miles from the coast,
and exclusive economic zone rights that extend 200
nautical miles.
When conflicts arise between nations with
competing claims, the convention says they must be
resolved on the basis of equity.
The establishment of a maritime boundary
between Australia and Timor Leste has been
described as “one of the longest, most convoluted
sagas in maritime boundary delimitation”.
The Timor Sea is rich in oil, gas and fish. Australia
and Indonesia signed the 1997 Perth Treaty that
established seabed and water column boundaries.
However, when East Timor became independent, the
Timor Sea Treaty was signed and agreement was
reached in relation to the Greater Sunrise field.
While Professor Kaye’s research is ongoing (he
currently has an ARC Discovery grant on maritime
legal practice and policy in the Indian Ocean and
Arabian Gulf), since his arrival at UWA last year
his focus has been on implementing the new
curriculum structure.
He sees 2013 as a significant milestone in the
history of the University. In addition to being 100
years since the first students enrolled at UWA,
it will mark the first intake for the new three year
Juris Doctor (JD) course in the Faculty of Law.
Applications open mid year. For more information
visit: law.uwa.edu.au/courses/postgrad/jd
Getting to know the law school he heads,
the new Dean has been delighted to learn of the
achievements of its students and graduates.
“Our students and graduates are extraordinary,”
he says. “Many of our distinguished graduates teach
in our programs and the Law School is extremely
grateful that they are so very generous with their
time, because their input adds greatly to the
student experience.”
The Law School annually hosts a summer school
in conjunction with the Law Society of WA each
February.

PROFESSOR KAYE’S
RESEARCH IS RELATED TO
MARITIME CLAIMS IN THE
INDIAN AND PACIFIC OCEANS
“It’s an all-day event demonstrating our close
engagement with the profession and there is nothing
like it anywhere else in the country,” says Professor
Kaye. “Some 250 lawyers come to UWA and spend
a day with us during which the major issues are
discussed by speakers flown in from across the
country and overseas.
“The summer school is essentially a continuing
education gathering and we usually have about half
of the Supreme Court present.”
Professor Kaye studied at Sydney University
and, after achieving a Masters, went on to further
postgraduate studies at Canada’s Dalhousie
University which is renowned for its expertise in the
law of the sea.
He was appointed to the International
Hydrographic Organization’s Panel of Experts on
Maritime Boundary Delimitation in 1995 and in 2000
was an Arbitor under the Environmental Protocol
to the Antarctic Treaty. He chaired the Australian
International Humanitarian Law Committee from 2003
to 2009, for which he was awarded the Australian
Red Cross Society Distinguished Service Medal.
He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Geographical
Society in 2007.

>> C O N TACT
Professor Stuart Kaye
Dean of the Law School
Phone: +61 8 6488 2949
Email: stuart.kaye@uwa.edu.au
Above: The Panamanian-flagged phosphate ship MV Tycoon
breaks up at Christmas Island after breaking its moorings in
January. (Photo: Robyn Stephenson)
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Artline artistry
An exhibition of Jimmy Pike felt-tip pen drawings coming to UWA’s Berndt Museum
will turn the museum’s gallery into a creative workshop for young visitors.
Indigenous artist Jimmy Pike was a great story
teller and his felt-tip pen drawings – completed at
an isolated desert camp – amplify his tales, taking
viewers through the red desert landscape the late
artist knew so well.
Over the next few months, local primary school
children visiting UWA’s Berndt Museum will embark
on a unique interactive journey guided by Pike’s
iconic images of waterholes, slithering snakes, totem
figures and plants. They won’t just view the art,
they’ll use the bright felt-tip Artline pens offered by
staff to create their own images – in the style of the
Walmajarri artist.
Jimmy Pike’s Artlines arrives at UWA’s Berndt
Museum on 29 June and runs until mid-December.
The works on paper were produced at the artist’s
camp and his final home in Broome between 1990
and 2000 and this is the first time they have been
displayed. The museum’s interactive invitation to
children is also a first.
Dr John Stanton, Director of the Berndt Museum,
first met Jimmy Pike in the early 80s, when the artist
24
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was in Fremantle Gaol and just beginning to make
linocuts. Later, when the UWA anthropologist was
working in the Kimberley, they met again at a Broome
exhibition, when the artist was working with acrylic on
canvas. After Pike’s death, many of his drawings were
placed on extended loan with the Berndt Museum.
“I am very proud and honoured that Jimmy
wanted the museum to safeguard his treasures,”
says Dr Stanton. “For me the Artline drawings were
the jewels of the collection and I knew they would
make an outstanding exhibition because they are
magical. I have never before seen the likes of these
small vibrant works in Aboriginal art. Here was a new
medium, a new conceptualisation, resonating with
Jimmy’s passion for country,” says Dr Stanton.
Dr Stanton was struck by Jimmy Pike’s deep
appreciation of Walmajarri country and the places he
knew from his youth. Many works are dominated by
Above: Jila (waterhole). Next page, top left: Jina (footprints:
husband and wife and their dog). Top right: Jalmarrajarti
(aeroplane); bottom right: Kalpurtu (waterhole ‘snake’). All
images 1990-2000. © The estate of the artist

the Dr Harold Schenberg Art Centre at UWA from
29 June to 15 December.
The exhibition was co-ordinated by Adjunct
Professor in Social and Environmental Sciences
Sandy Toussaint, in collaboration with UWA
graduate Pat Lowe (psychologist, writer and
environmentalist, who was Jimmy Pike’s partner),
Terry Murungkurr Murray, the artist’s grandson, and
the Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre in
Fitzroy Crossing.
“Terry’s cultural input, storytelling and contextual
naming of the works alongside Pat Lowe’s expertise,
have added dimensions that, I believe, should always
be present when Aboriginal art is exhibited,” says
Professor Toussaint.
Pat Lowe is one the 26 contributors to Kimberley
Stories, a collection of works by Aboriginal and nonAboriginal writers, poets and artists edited by Sandy
Toussaint, who has worked as an anthropologist in
the area for three decades. The book was published
by Fremantle Press at the beginning of June.

the mythic landscape of the region, the tracks of the
Jumangkarni (Dreamtime) Beings linking the sacred
places of the land.
“He sang the stories that belonged to these
places as he painted, renewing the powerful linkages
and memories he had of his country,” recalls Dr
Stanton. “He kept the country alive through this most
powerful imagery.”
Museum Marketing Manager Eve-Anne O’Regan
says the works on paper draw on the knowledge
and skills the artist learnt as a boy growing up in the
hunting-gathering tradition of his family.
“While Jimmy Pike is best known for his
acrylic paintings on canvas and the internationally
recognised textile designs through the Desert Design
label, this exhibition showcases his experimental
approach to colour, texture and drawing. After trying
many spirit markers, Pike settled on Artline 70 and 90
for their strong and enduring colours.”
For visiting school children, the attraction will
be not only the visual story-telling of the works but
the opportunity to replicate them. Each child will be
presented with a book of postcards that allow them
to turn a simple printed image into a vibrant artwork.
Young visitors will be urged to take home the
postcards and to send their best artwork (reply paid)
to the museum for display.
“The hope is that the children will bring the whole
family back to the gallery to see their work, and the
exhibition,” says Ms O’Regan.
Jimmy Pike’s Artlines will be on display at the
Berndt Museum’s Janet Holmes a Court Gallery in
Uniview The University of Western Australia |
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Dirty politics in ancient Rome
The murderous intrigues of politics in ancient Rome have always fascinated
historians. While the material has been trawled endlessly by classics scholars,
fresh interpretations are still possible – and PhD student Nathan Leber provided
one when presenting a paper at last year’s Australasian Society for Classical
Studies conference.
The letters of the famous Roman statesman Cicero
provided graduate Nathan Leber with material
for his paper Tied to the apron strings of Servilia:
the compliance of Brutus in Cicero which stirred
international interest and was voted equal runner-up
at the annual conference.
The paper suggests that one of the grande
dames of Roman power politics, Servilia (Caesar’s
mistress and the mother of his assassin, Brutus)
played a significant role following the drama that
unfolded on the Ides of March in 44BC.
“Most scholars focus on speeches made by the
statesman, Cicero, who had been sympathetic to
the assassins, however I turned to his letters as my
major source,” says the UWA researcher. “We have
hundreds of Cicero’s letters to friends and family
following the assassination and they provide a more
intimate and personal perspective than his public
speeches.”
Nathan’s paper forms part of a doctorate that
looks at the complex motives of Cicero during this
dramatic period.
“As a political player, Cicero is a fascinating
character and it’s interesting to chart his rise because
he wasn’t an aristocrat, didn’t come from a wealthy
background or have family connections, yet he rose
26
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to the pinnacle of Roman politics. For researchers,
the attraction is that he left behind so many speeches
and letters. I have enough material for a lifetime of
research,” says Nathan.
“What particularly interests me is studying how
Cicero depicts people in the period after Caesar’s
assassination: why, for instance, he portrays Brutus
as compliant and Mark Anthony as a drunken
womaniser. I am examining his motives at a time
when Rome was falling apart and people like Cicero
were trying to hold on to a semblance of power.
Ultimately he fails and meets a bloody end, with
his head and hands (the hands that wrote all those
words) being delivered to Mark Anthony.”
Nathan says that while Servilia was acknowledged
as influential, Cicero portrays her as stepping beyond
the bounds of what was acceptable for a powerful
woman in Rome. “And classical literature is full of
ambitious women who do that and get into trouble,”
he observes.
“In fact Servilia survived and Caesar’s
assassination achieved little. Romans didn’t like the
idea of a dictator who wouldn’t share power, so the
great challenge for his successor was to grasp the
Above: Morte di Giulio Cesare by Jean-Léon Gérôme, 1867
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reins of power but make everyone think they had a
choice in the matter!”
Nathan admits to being so passionate about his
research that he can disappear into his study for a
dozen hours straight.
“My wife can’t bear to even hear the names
of Caesar and Cicero and my two-year-old son
can’t figure out why I disappear for long periods,”
confesses the PhD student whose doctorate
studies follow a triple major in Latin, Greek and
Ancient History.
Being proficient in both Latin and Ancient Greek
has been a vital prerequisite for Nathan’s research
and he is delighted that Latin appears to be enjoying
something of a revival. He speculates that this is
spurred by the fact that medical students can now
opt to do a Latin elective, while a younger cohort
of Latin enthusiasts has been generated by Harry
Potter’s wizardry with spells and charms that are
based on Latin.
“First year Latin enrolments at UWA doubled in
the last two years and this brings benefits in other
areas,” says Nathan. “A lot of people lament the loss
of formal grammar teaching in schools but because
Latin is a language with rules, we find the benefits
flowing into English grammar are huge.”
Nathan began his professional life as a jazz
musician, but a tendon injury brought him to study
in UWA’s School of Classics and Ancient History.
He clearly feels he is in the right place at the right
time because UWA is pioneering the application of
computers to the study of ancient languages and has
assembled considerable expertise in diverse areas of
the discipline. And enrolments in Ancient History are
impressive.
Many students are no doubt attracted to UWA by
the calibre of specialists including Winthrop Professor
John Melville-Jones, president of the Australian
Association for Byzantine Studies and a specialist
in Greek Numismatics, Winthrop Professor David
Kennedy (the archaeology of Roman empire and
aerial archaeology in the Middle East), Honorary
Research Fellow Judith Maitland (Hellenistic and

Roman Theatre), Dr Neil O’Sullivan (Greek language
and literature) and Dr Lara O’Sullivan (Athenian
history) and lecturer in Classics and Ancient History,
Dr Michael Champion.
“It’s a wonderful thing that in this University you
have this critical mass of specialists. Perhaps it is
something to do with Western Australia’s isolation
that allows us to be a little bit more adventurous in
the way we look at things – we tend to think outside
the box,” speculates Nathan who until recently did
casual teaching at UWA and taught Latin courses for
UWA Extension.
His teaching won him a high commendation
and, now that he is into the home stretch of his PhD,
he hopes a career blending teaching with research
lies ahead. Recently, he accepted a full-time post
as a Latin teacher at Saint Ignatius College in Lane
Cove, NSW.
In Western Australia, 12 schools offer Stage 3
(Year 12) Ancient History and another three offer
Stage 2 (Year 11 or Year 12). Nathan says that, in
New South Wales, Ancient History is the seventh
most popular HSC subject.
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Re-naming the human race
An EU study (2010) found compelling evidence that
even harmless chemicals can recombine with one
another to form poisons. These chemicals are now
found all over the planet, even at the poles and in the
deep oceans. Yet we wonder at the rise in cancers.
Every year we release around 121 million tonnes
of nitrogen, 10 million tonnes of phosphorus and 10
billion tonnes of CO2 (which causes acidification) into
our rivers, lakes and oceans – many times more than
the Earth recirculates naturally. This is causing the
collapse of marine and aquatic ecosystems, disrupting
ocean food chains and replacing them with ‘dead
zones’ that no longer support life. The number of these
found has risen to more than 400 in recent years.
We are presently losing about one per cent of
the world’s farming and grazing land every year to a
combination of erosion, degradation, urban sprawl,
mining, pollution and sea level rise. The situation has
deteriorated in the last 30 years, confronting us with
the challenge of doubling food production by 2060
off a fraction of remaining land. At the same time we
waste a third of the world’s food. Current freshwater
demand from agriculture, cities and energy use is
on track to double by mid century, while resources
in most countries – especially of groundwater – are
drying up or becoming so polluted they are unusable.
Humanity passed peak fish in 2004, peak oil in
2006 and is likely to encounter growing scarcities of
other primary resources, including mineral nutrients,
in coming decades. Yet our demand for all resources
– including minerals, energy and water – will more
than double, especially in Asia. If all the world were
to live like contemporary Australians or Americans, it
would require four planet Earths to satisfy their wants,
says the Global Footprint Network.
Humans invest $1.6 trillion a year in new weapons
– but only $50 billion a year in better ways to produce
food. Despite progress in arms reduction, the world
still has around 20,000 nuclear warheads and at
least 19 countries now have access to them or to the
technology to make them.

❛Knowledge

is key❜

continued from page 15

Finally, as a growing number of eminent
scientists are now saying, these things carry the
risk of catastrophic changes to the Earth’s systems,
deleterious not only to our own future but that of all life.
This is not to deny or belittle any of the great,
creative, artistic or scientific achievements of humans
today or over the centuries. Rather it is to recognise
that our present behaviours combined with our
numbers now have the capacity to nullify or even
eliminate all other human accomplishments.
The human population is currently on track to
reach 10 billion or more by the end of the century
and this is a primary concern. An even greater one
is our ungovernable appetite – for food, for material
resources, for energy, for water, for land – and our
lack of wisdom when it comes to managing and
reusing these resources.
A creature unable to master its own demands
cannot be said to merit the descriptor ‘wise’.
A creature that takes little account of the growing
risks it runs through its own behaviour can hardly be
rated thoughtful. The provisions of the International
Code on Zoological Nomenclature provide for the
re-naming of species in cases where scientific
understanding of the species changes, or where it is
necessary to correct an earlier error. I argue that both
those situations now apply.
The wisdom to understand our real impact on the
Earth and all life is the one we most need at this point
in our history, in order to limit it.
Now is the time humans get to earn – or lose –
the title sapiens.
Note: This is an edited version. The full text of
Mr Cribb’s letter, with footnotes, can be read
online at the Nature and Science Alert websites:
Nature: nature.com/nature/journal/v476/n7360/
full/476282b.html
Science Alert: sciencealert.com.au/
opinions/20111808-22515-2.html
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High-flying graduates
Aviation law is an area with relatively few dedicated specialists worldwide – but its
complexity and breadth has attracted three UWA law graduates who chose to follow
this ‘road less travelled’.
When UWA law graduates Joseph Wheeler and
Auguste Hocking enrolled at McGill University’s
elite Institute of Air and Space Law – a Canadian
institution where Australian postgraduates are a rarity
– they didn’t know one another.
Each had decided not to follow the route of most
law graduates. Each was fascinated by aviation
law, an area that UWA graduate and aviation law
specialist David Hodgkinson, an associate professor
at UWA, concedes is an area of law with relatively
few dedicated specialists around the world. But it
fascinates all three.
David Hodgkinson, Special Counsel and aviation
lawyer with Clayton Utz, says its attraction lies in its
complexity. It touches on every aspect of flying – from
the purchase or lease of aircraft to safety, ticketing,
accident liability, landing rights and a multitude of
other issues. It also deals with issues of terrorism and
the heightened security regulations since 9/11, the
carriage of groups such as refugees and the question
of greenhouse gas emissions that the industry has
made little progress in addressing.
“Aviation is one of the world’s most regulated
industries and my practice runs the gamut of aviation
legal matters,” says the UWA associate professor.
“The ability of an aircraft to fly from country to
country is governed by a host of intergovernmental

agreements. When you board a plane to Singapore,
for example, the type of aircraft, its capacity, landing
rights and a host of other elements are covered by
these agreements. It’s a unique area of practice
and while some of my clients – such as Delta and
Emirates – have legal departments of their own, they
need specialist advice on aspects of aviation law,
leasing, aircraft safety or jurisdictional issues.”
A/Professor Hodgkinson followed his UWA
Arts/Law degree with a year at the High Court
and graduate studies at Columbia University in
the United States, focussing on aviation law. He
then worked for a national Australian law firm and,
subsequently, as Director of Legal Services at the
International Air Transport Association (IATA), the
organisation of the world’s airlines in Montreal in
Canada. As well as IATA, Montreal is the home
of both McGill and the United Nations’ governing
body for aviation, the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO).
“It’s the capital of world aviation, so Joseph and
Auguste are lucky to have studied there and they are
likely to be in demand, because with air traffic and

Above: UWA graduate Joseph Wheeler, who regularly
speaks at international aviation law conferences and teaches
postgraduates in Canberra
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regulations increasing – particularly in Asia – there is
a need for specialist knowledge in this area,” he says.
In fact both Joseph and Auguste are already
employed: Joseph is an Assistant Director (of South
East Airports) with the Aviation and Airports Division
of the Department of Infrastructure and Transport in
Canberra (developing policy and regulating federallyleased airports) whilst Auguste is completing an
internship with IATA’s Legal Department in Geneva.
The graduates met at McGill and were winning
lead speakers at the Sarin-Leiden International Air
Law Moot Court contest in Dubai last year. The
convincing win was McGill’s first and the graduates
scored the highest totals for applicant and respondent
submissions against nine international teams.
For most of his time at UWA Joseph avoided
mooting because he was “deathly afraid of public
speaking”. However, in his final year during an
intensive course in forensic advocacy, he discovered
that fear dissipated when he donned his advocates’
‘hat’ and addressed a judge.
At that time Joseph was also discovering flying,
getting his restricted private pilot’s licence in 2003
at Jandakot Airport. Reading widely about aviation
law, he became the inaugural student coordinator of
the Aviation Law Association of Australia and New
Zealand (ALAANZ) and subsequently completed legal
internships with the leading plaintiff and defendant
aviation litigation firms in the United States.
“With an aviation application, everything in law
‘made sense’ for me,” says Joseph, who regularly
speaks at international conferences and teaches
postgraduates at the University of Canberra and the
Australian National University.

UWA HAS A
GREAT CACHE
OF EXPERIENCE
IN MOOTING
30

| Uniview Winter 2012

THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
PANEL ON CLIMATE
CHANGE ESTIMATED
THAT AIRLINES
CONTRIBUTE ABOUT
THREE PER CENT OF THE
WORLD’S EMISSIONS
“This area of law touches on many topics, but
accident litigation is particularly interesting to me
because it raises a multitude of issues: in which
jurisdiction can legal action be commenced; which
law applies – an international convention or the
domestic law of a country? This is compounded
by the fact that different aviation liability laws apply
to passengers on differently ticketed journeys – so
limits on damages differ if you are injured, say,
on a domestic rather than an international flight,”
explains Joseph.
“A special criminal jurisdictional international law
convention regime exists to tell pilots and airlines
when and where an ‘air rage’ incident may be dealt
with – very important to the alleged assailant when
the destination of the flight could be Riyadh rather
than Perth.
“Aviation law also governs the primal aspects of
international aviation – the ‘rights of the air’. Each
country asserts its right to restrict or limit access to
its airspace.
“Aviation crosses legal boundaries as well as
airspace boundaries, so attempts have been made
to create uniform international laws since the early
1900s. No area of law has progressed so speedily,
but perfect harmony is yet to occur.
“With more aircraft in the skies, there are more
problems and more legal work, so this is certainly a
growing area of law.”
While Joseph was new to mooting when he
arrived at McGill, Auguste Hocking (originally from
Albany) had honed his skills in UWA’s Blackstone
Society’s Open Mooting Competition and the UWA
Debating Union.
“The UWA Law School has a great cache of
experience in mooting, particularly in the Jessup
international moots. Being coached by former Jessup
contestants produces a high standard and was a
constant inspiration for me during my preparation
in Montreal.
“Mooting is mostly hard work. At one stage we
had eight or more practice moots a week leading
up to the competition in Dubai. That meant backto-back 14 hour days for us, so a sense of humour
is essential!”
Left: UWA graduates Auguste Hocking and Joseph Wheeler at
the Dubai Moot

Auguste relished the opportunity to study at
McGill. “The Institute lived up to its reputation as a
wonderful intellectual environment. It works hard
to ensure students get access to key figures from
airlines, regulators and law firms. Ours was a small
and collegial cohort of 15 LLM students and almost
all were international.”
David Hodgkinson (who is UWA’s Warden of
Convocation) is now a principal of The Hodgkinson
Group and executive director of EcoCarbon, an
industry partnership building capacity in marketbased mechanisms to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. He also leads an international project
team drafting a treaty which deals with climate
change displacement.
A/Professor Hodgkinson says that the issue
of greenhouse gases emitted by airlines is a
significant one.
“Aviation and shipping are not covered by the
Kyoto Protocol because of their nature and complex
regulatory issues. For instance, you could have
aircraft owned by one company, leased by another
company (in another country) and operated by a
company in a third country – and possibly emitting
over all three.
“At present airlines don’t have general emissions
reduction obligations but the clock is ticking. Europe
has an emissions trading scheme that now includes
aviation. Non-European airlines, including Qantas,

flying into and out of Europe are caught by the
scheme. Many airlines are opposing it.
“The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
estimated that airlines contribute about three per
cent of the world’s emissions, and aviation emissions
are on track to quadruple by 2050. Also, the thing
about aviation emissions is that emissions at cruise
altitudes may be three times as great as emissions
at ground level.”
The UWA graduate is the general editor of the
loose-leaf service Climate Change Law and Policy
in Australia which is available online and in hard
copy and is updated every two months. It brings
together 32 authors from around the world and offers
country-specific climate change information and
analysis. It is the only dedicated book on international
climate change law and policy in this subject area in
Australia, and one of very few in the world.

>> C O N TACT
David Hodgkinson
Email: d.hodgkinson@hodgkinsongroup.com
Phone: 0402 824 832
Joseph Wheeler
Email: Joseph.Wheeler@infrastructure.gov.au
Phone: 0438 341 570
Auguste Hocking
Email: hocking@iata.org
Phone: 4178 9464 165

The debut novel from UWA graduate Deborah Burrows

A
Stranger
in my Street
Deborah Burrows
A murder mystery set in and around
UWA during WW11
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THIS AD FOR
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PRICE OF
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4WD Maps & Books - Topographic Maps
Road Maps & Atlases - Camping Guides
Worldwide Boating & Fishing Charts
Boating & Nautical Books - Navigation Instruments
Locaboat (French Canal Boat) Agents

The Co-op Bookshop UWA
Guild Village UWA, Crawley Campus
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E: uwa@coop-bookshop.com.au
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Learning
about
literacy
In this the National Year of Reading,
business, industry leaders and educators
agree that literacy among school leavers
must be improved if Australia is to
remain competitive. Researchers and
teachers in the UWA Graduate School of
Education are working on ways to help
teachers address a critical problem.
Literacy is the cornerstone of student achievement,
underpinning success across the disciplines.
Educators agree that it is as vital in science and
mathematics as it is in producing an English literature
text, but UWA researchers believe that some teachers
do not recognise their critical role in helping students
to “think, learn and communicate through texts,
which may be written, spoken or multimodal”.
While there is a wealth of literature on how
teachers might integrate literacy into their subject,
in Australia there has been a lack of emphasis on
literacy across the curriculum in the crucial ‘middle
years’ of schooling (Years 6-9).
Two researchers in UWA’s Graduate School of
Education, Associate Professor Valerie Faulkner and
Associate Professor Grace Oakley, were part of a
UWA research team commissioned to study literacy
in Years 7 to 9. Funded by the Federal Government’s
Smarter Schools National Partnership initiative and
the Catholic Education Office of WA, the project
tried to unravel just why some students struggle
with literacy as they move from upper primary to
secondary school and what teachers might do to
help them.
The researchers define literacy as the ability to
understand and create a range of texts in spoken,
written, visual and multimedia modes. They observed
the lack of literacy integration in learning areas and
32

| Uniview Winter 2012

noted that secondary school teachers are seldom
educated in literacy teaching.
“There has been an international call for all
teachers to do more to assist students in reading
and writing texts,” says A/Professor Faulkner. “In
Australia, the National Inquiry into the Teaching of
Literacy in 2006 recommended that literacy teaching
should continue throughout school and across
the curriculum.”
The researchers also noted a prevalent attitude
that students ‘learn to read’ in early primary school
and ‘read to learn’ in secondary school.
“There’s often a perception that students no
longer need reading and literacy instruction from the
middle years and that the main responsibility lies
with English teachers. This could be at the root of
the problem,” says A/Professor Oakley. “There may
also be limited awareness about the developmental
nature of literacy and about research findings that
subject specialists can increase student learning
greatly by building literacy instruction into their
teaching. The Australian Curriculum, which is now
being implemented in schools, requires that literacy
across the curriculum is taught. Teachers will require
considerable support in doing this.
“The literature indicates that learning area
teachers need strategies to develop students’
literacy across the curriculum. There also need to be

changes in pre-service and in-service education for
secondary teachers and in the way the curriculum is
organised across the middle years of schooling. It’s
important that a whole school approach is adopted,
with a common language and shared strategies. The
right kind of professional development also has an
important role in this.
“We are convinced that when teachers see
better student outcomes, they will get behind
initiatives like this.”
It is also crucial to ensure that children have
excellent literacy teaching in the early years as this
serves as a solid foundation for learning. A/Professor
Oakley is the co-author (with Janet Fellowes of
Edith Cowan University) of a comprehensive and
widely used textbook for pre-service and practising
educators. Language, Literacy and Early Childhood
Education, published by Oxford University Press,
brings together the latest research and provides
practical strategies for teachers.
“Oral language is a skill acquired naturally but
the importance of its development in early childhood
cannot be overemphasised,” says the UWA
researcher. “It is the platform on which reading and
writing are built.
“Young children have an extraordinary capacity
to master the language around them; however,
with many of Australia’s 22 million people having an
alternative home language, it’s important that this
diversity is recognised and that teachers encourage
children to build on their strengths. To do that,
teachers need to understand the different ways
of knowing and doing things that children bring
from home.”
The UWA researcher says that there is no simple
recipe for highly effective literacy teaching, but
strategies including designing a literate classroom
environment, creating extensive and diverse reading
opportunities, providing support for struggling
children and literacy activities that all can participate
in, regardless of ability and cultural and linguistic
background, are important.
The Australian National Inquiry into the Teaching
of Literacy recommended that teachers provide
“systematic, direct and explicit phonics instruction
so that children master the essential alphabetic
code-breaking skills” for reading. It also advocated
an integrated approach to reading that supports the
development of oral language, vocabulary, grammar,
reading fluency, comprehension and familiarity with
new technologies.
“Research shows that children learn in different
ways so it is essential that teachers use a broad
range of strategies – in some situations the focus may
be on letters and sounds, in others on the meaning,”
says A/Professor Oakley.
While debates about the most effective
methods for teaching reading will continue, in today’s
world, children also need to make sense of the

bewildering array of electronic and visual texts that
surround them.
A whole new world of literacy has opened up –
and is stirring its own debates.
“While research evidence is inconclusive, there
is some evidence that the use of information and
communication technologies can be beneficial to
learning in early childhood. However, much more
research in this area is needed,” says A/Professor
Oakley. The use of mobile technologies, such as
iPads, and how they can be used to teach literacy,
is an area that A/Professor Oakley and A/Professor
Pegrum are currently researching (see Technology
in teaching).

Associate Professor Grace Oakley (right) with Rebekkah
Garwood, Early Childhood student

>> C O N TACT
A/Professor Grace Oakley
Graduate School of Education
Phone: +61 8 6488 2301
Email: grace.oakley@uwa.edu.au
A/Professor Val Faulkner
Graduate School of Education
Phone: +61 8 6488 2301
Email: val.faulkner@uwa.edu.au

Technology in teaching
In February, the State Government put 900
iPads in the hands of primary school children
at 17 local schools. UWA researchers are
currently exploring how they can best be used
to teach literacy across the curriculum.
The New York Times recently described a classroom
in a techno-centric school district of Arizona where
millions have been invested in technology and
enthusiasm runs high: “The digital push here aims to
go far beyond gadgets to transform the very nature
Uniview The University of Western Australia |
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of the classroom, turning the teacher into a guide
instead of a lecturer, wandering among students
who learn at their own pace on internet-connected
devices.”
However, the paper went on to report that scores
in reading and maths had so far remained stagnant.
While critics claim that an overemphasis on
technology and digital skills is coming at the
expense of maths, reading and writing fundamentals,
others report a high level of enthusiasm for mobile
technology and more positive results.
When the State Government put 900 iPads into
the hands of Year 1 and 2 classes at 17 primary
schools in a bid to improve literacy and numeracy, a
UWA research team was already exploring how iPod
Touches, iPads and other mobile handheld devices
can be used to teach literacy across the curriculum.
The UWA research team is working in
collaboration with the Association of Independent
Schools of WA and teachers involved will also gain
skills in the use of mobile technologies in classrooms.
Both the Australian English Curriculum and
the Early Years Learning Framework stipulate that
children must use digital as well as printed texts.
“Mobile learning is the fastest growth area in the
field of educational technology and it is predicted that
internet-capable mobile devices will soon outnumber
computers,” says A/Professor Mark Pegrum, who
is conducting the research with A/Professor Grace
Oakley of the Graduate School of Education.
“iPads are quickly emerging as the tool of choice
in many schools.”
“The problem is that these technologies haven’t
been in classrooms long enough for researchers to
build knowledge of how best to use them to support
teaching and learning. However, early research
suggests that handheld devices like iPads can help
Above: Associate Professor Mark Pegrum
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children learn in a variety of curriculum areas such
as maths, reading and science.”
Perhaps the strongest research finding to date is
that the use of technology can increase motivation
among students. Students clearly enjoy engaging
with devices that give them a sense of ownership
and control over their learning goals. Moreover,
technology can blur the divide between in-school and
out-of-school learning, helping give rise to what is
known as ‘seamless learning’.
The UWA research involves 10 metro schools
and the aim is to find out what has worked – but
also what hasn’t worked – in the classrooms where
mobile technologies are already being used. An
article reporting on initial findings has recently been
submitted to a peer-reviewed journal.
A/Professor Pegrum, who is the author of From
Blogs to Bombs: The Future of Digital Technologies in
Education and has won a national Australian Teaching
& Learning Council Excellence in Teaching award,
believes that when they are used appropriately, new
technologies can sit very well with student-centred,
interactive forms of teaching. In the Graduate School
of Education he helps students, including both
pre-service teachers and in-service teachers, to feel
at ease weaving blogs, podcasts and animations into
their teaching practice.
“In early sessions, teachers sometimes look
a bit like frightened rabbits but it’s interesting to
watch them discover that these technologies aren’t
difficult to use – it’s just a matter of bringing them in
to support what they’re already trying to achieve in
their teaching.
“We’ve got quite a few students in Hong Kong
and Singapore teaching at kindergarten and primary
levels and from the very beginning they were able to
find applications for blogs and wikis and animations
in their teaching.
“Now that we’ve rolled out iPads for primary
pre-service teachers at UWA, they’re finding
many uses for them. Although a lot of apps are
pedagogically old-fashioned, there are some very
creative educational apps, which teachers can use
with children to help them produce digital stories and
other group projects.
“On the whole, pre-service teachers are more
familiar with digital technologies than in-service
teachers, but the issue is sometimes convincing them
that the technologies they use in everyday life also
have applications in education. There are echoes of
the early days of television, when we saw it purely as
an entertainment before realising its potential role in
teaching and learning.”

>> C O N TACT
A/Professor Mark Pegrum
Graduate School of Education
Phone: +61 8 6488 3985
Email: mark.pegrum@uwa.edu.au

Setting
standards of
excellence
UWA’s first Professor of Mathematics and
Physics, A. D. Ross, became a legendary
figure on campus. On the eve of UWA’s
Centenary, a collection of the decorations
and medals awarded to the physicist was
presented to the campus he had served
with such distinction.
By the time he took up his appointment as the
inaugural Professor of Mathematics and Physics
at the fledgling University of Western Australia, the
brilliant young Scottish physicist Alexander David
Ross, a graduate of the University of Glasgow, had
already published 30 papers. The young physicist
arrived at this University with a considerable
reputation for research on rare earth elements, the
properties of alloys and atmospheric physics.
Professor Ross travelled out to Western Australia
with Dr Norman Thomas Mortimer Wilsmore
(University of London) who had been appointed to
the chair of Chemistry. Both had also spent time
at the University of Göttingen in Germany and had
made significant discoveries: Ross of the element
dysprosium in the Solar spectrum and Wilsmore of a
new organic compound, keten.
They left universities steeped in tradition and
centuries-old buildings. What lay before them were
chairs in a new university being established in the
remote capital city of Perth. The prospect must have
been both daunting and exhilarating.
Certainly, they faced a ‘baptism of fire’, for the
summer heat was intense in the University’s first
buildings: a collection of weatherboard-and-iron
structures plucked from the Goldfields and relocated
in Irwin Street. (The Irwin Street building was later
relocated on campus.)
Professor Ross delivered his first lecture on
March 31, 1913 to a combined Maths I and II class.
He later recalled arriving the day before to find the
lecture room ankle-deep in wood shavings left by
workmen. With broom in hand, he may well have
thought wistfully of the orderly academic life he had
left behind.

Above: Some of the A. D. Ross medals that are now in the Reid
Library’s Special Collections (Photo: Matt Galligan)
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ROSS’S DAPPER STYLE,
VITALITY AND WIT GAVE
HIM PRESENCE
More challenges were to follow. The lecture rooms
were small and the din of workmen hammering an
iron roof occasionally brought lectures to a halt.
The Physics room was so small that the young
professor quickly established a process for entering
and exiting: the students went in first carrying chairs,
the professor followed, drawing into the doorway a
blackboard on an easel. At the end of the lecture the
procession retired in reverse order.
Conditions were less congested when the
Departments of Biology and Geology and later Arts
moved to the new Crawley site, but the old buildings
were ill-suited for experimental science, vibrating
incessantly.
“Accurate weighing was impossible,” Professor
Ross later recalled, “while the magnetic disturbance
from passing trams upset all serious galvanometer
work. Nor were living conditions any better.
Classrooms and laboratories were intensely cold on
winter mornings … the air often reeked from varnish
and resin exuded from the roasted furniture. In the
height of summer conditions were ultra-tropical …”
Writing about the two stoic professors from
England, The Western Mail pondered: “Probably
the professors of chemistry and physics would not
have come to Australia had they known that nearly
23 years would elapse before they were installed
in permanent quarters … Yet excellent work was
performed under these conditions, and students
trained there as chemists and physicists have
gone out into the world and attained positions of
high eminence.”
With limited resources, Professor Ross
concentrated on undergraduate teaching and
36

| Uniview Winter 2012

generating much community interest in science. He
travelled widely, became popular as a public lecturer
and broadcaster and his students admired him – and
took delight in imitating his Scottish accent.
“Ross’s dapper style, vitality and wit gave him
presence,” observes a biographer.
The able Scot held many offices including ViceChancellor (1918) and Dean of both Arts and Science.
He was three times president of the Royal Society
of WA and WA secretary of the Australian and New
Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science
for many years.
During World War II, Professor Ross involved
the University in the war effort, lobbying the Prime
Minister to utilise the skills of Australian physicists and
arranging for the Physics Department to manufacture
optical equipment and provide advice to local
firms making parts for optical munitions. The UWA
physicist also arranged for his department to repair
and calibrate the optical instruments from any ships
in port at Fremantle.
Enlisted as a non-combatant, Professor
Ross’s wartime contribution was acknowledged
by a Commander of the British Empire (CBE Civil)
decoration along with a War Medal and Australian
Service Medal. He also received a Royal Society of
Arts medal (1951) and a University of Glasgow Kelvin
gold medal for the best DSc dissertation. Several
commemorative and service medals were also
awarded to the professor, who died in 1966.
On the eve of UWA’s Centenary, a collection of
A.D. Ross medals has found its way back to the
campus that Professor Ross served until 1952. The
collection was purchased by UWA graduate Dr Mike
Galvin, who recently presented it the Reid Library’s
Special Collections.
Dr Galvin is a graduate of Science and Medicine
at UWA and, on retirement, became actively involved
in research on the Great War. He is President of the
Military History Society of WA and a member of the
Royal WA Historical Society.
“I was lucky to be attending a military antiques
auction when the medals came up for auction,” says
Dr Galvin. “I remembered studying Physics in the
Ross Lecture Theatre and knew that when UWA had
recruited Professor Ross it was regarded as a great
coup because of his international stature, so I bought
the medals as a Centenary gift to the University.”
And his gesture is much appreciated.
Professor Ross’s daughter Verna Rowbotham has
retained her father’s Kelvin Medal and prize.
“It was one of three solid gold medals minted just
before the Great War and was very precious to my
father. I feel it is part of the history of the University of
Glasgow – that is where it belongs,” says Verna who
continues to live in the cottage at Middleton Beach in
Albany to which her parents retired.
Above left: Professor Ross in his new Physics office on the
Crawley campus in 1935

Enhancing
the student
experience
UWA has long aspired to offer more
on-campus collegiate residential
accommodation to students who
choose to study at this University.
With cranes hovering over Currie Hall
and construction well under way, this
aspiration will soon become a reality.
The construction of new student accommodation
at Currie Hall will see 515 new, high-quality selfcontained studio and one bedroom apartments,
multi-purpose rooms, an on-site café and modern
facilities constructed within the college grounds.
“We believe students who live in residential
accommodation close to campus have a richer
experience,” says Director of UWA Student
Residences and Currie Hall Principal Chris Massey
“The construction of high-quality student
accommodation is aligned with UWA’s priority to
enhance the student experience and be counted
among the world’s top universities by 2050,” says
Mr Massey.

“It’s widely accepted that when students live and
learn on campus, they become more engaged with
the University’s intellectual and cultural activities.
“Our new facilities will not only provide affordable
high-quality accommodation but there will also be
significant amenity areas and common spaces, such
as media, music and games rooms, so that students
can mix and develop lifelong friendships,” says
Mr Massey.
“Sustainable development has underpinned
the philosophy of the proposal and by having more
students living on campus it reduces the need for
cars, with greener transport options such as cycling
being encouraged.
Main image: Artist impression of the new residential
accommodation. Inset: Currie Hall Principal Chris Massey with
student Kimberlyn Campbell and Deputy Principal Janet Linn
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I GET A GREAT SENSE
OF INDEPENDENCE BUT
HAVE ALL THE BENEFITS
AND EXPERIENCES
OF LIVING IN A GREAT
COMMUNITY WHICH IS
ON CAMPUS
“We’ve also made the landscape a feature of the
development, with the design of the new buildings
developed around trees of significance.
“UWA has such a great reputation for its beautiful
buildings and grounds, and we want to add to the
‘campus in the park’ environment,” Mr Massey said.
The new development is supported by the
Federal Government under the National Rental
Affordability Scheme which stipulates that the student
accommodation will be let below market rental rates.
UWA has accepted State Government conditions
to give priority to students from a low socio-economic
background, Indigenous students, students with
disabilities, those from rural and isolated areas
who need to relocate to Perth to study, as well as
women enrolled in non-traditional disciplines such as
engineering, computer science and postgraduate study.

Recently the Federal Minister for Small Business,
Housing and Homelessness Brendan O’Connor
toured the site that comprises three new buildings
Earlier this year 24 rooms were opened as
Stage One and the Stage Two 515 room expansion
will offer similar style bedrooms to increase the
overall population at the Hall to 750. Feedback
from students on the 24 room expansion has been
very positive.
Currie Hall resident and fourth year UWA student,
Jake, said the new rooms are brilliant.
“The key part for me is the room has a living,
study and a kitchen area but it feels quite separated
which is nice. I get a great sense of independence
but have all the benefits and experiences of living in a
great community which is on campus.
“It has certainly made me think how good the Hall
will be next year when we have a lot more rooms like
this one,” Jake said.
Chris Massey anticipates that the first students
will move into the new accommodation early in 2013,
coinciding with the University’s Centenary year.

>> C O N TACT
Currie Hall
Website: currie.uwa.edu.au
Project site
Website: uwa.edu.au/campusdevelopment/currentprojects/currie-hall

Achieve

a leading teaching
qualification in early
childhood, primary or
secondary education

Pave the way
Graduates’ Walk is creating a wonderful walkway
displaying the names of graduates from the first 100 years
at UWA and many are grouped with family or friends.
Graduates’ Walk features quality granite pavers
inscribed with the graduate’s name, UWA degree(s) and
graduation year(s). The pavers are laid around the Oak
Lawn, which is the heart of campus life and will remain
part of UWA in perpetuity.
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In 2012 at The University of Western Australia you can
choose to enrol in one of these specialty areas:
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Master of Teaching (Early Childhood), Master of Teaching
(Primary), Master of Teaching (Secondary), Graduate
Diploma in Education (Secondary).
For application details about the courses, please contact
6488 2388, email anna.johansson@uwa.edu.au or visit us
online at education.uwa.edu.au/teach
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Proceeds from this project will enable The Centenary Trust
for Women to help students who face financial, social or
physical challenges while completing their education at
UWA. All donations to UWA are fully tax deductable.
For further information call Marita Gardener, the
Graduates’ Walk Officer on +61 8 6488 4207 or visit:
www.uwa.edu.au/ctw
Come and see the Oak Lawn and have a look at the
pavers. Help us pave the way for generations to come!

GRAD NEWS
Convocation, the UWA Graduates Association

A force for good –
just like his parents
Winthrop Professor Paul Flatau, Director of UWA’s Centre for Social Impact
outlined the role of the Centre at the First Ordinary Meeting held in March.
Sally-Ann Jones reports.

Read through the titles of Winthrop Professor Paul
Flatau’s published papers and book chapters and
you begin to get an inkling of the personality of
their author.
Topics he has covered include Indigenous
access to housing; homelessness; housing for low
to moderate income older people; crossing cultures;
people aged from 15 to 20 leaving the parental home;
poverty and income inequality; and immigrants and
invisible underemployment.
While he looks more like a rugby forward (which
he was) than an academic concerned with social
justice, he is very much his parents’ son and is
deeply concerned about finding new and effective
ways of delivering social justice to the Australians
who need it most.
Paul’s mother and father were missionaries who
met in China on their first assignment just before the
1949 victory of the Communist Party. They married

years later in Malaya where their sons Andrew and
Paul were brought up. Both boys went to boarding
school in the Cameron Highlands from the age of six
– an adventure that involved overnight car, train and
plane trips through the jungle.
When Paul was 10, the family moved to Sydney
– a big culture shock for the boy who had grown
up speaking Chinese and playing with village kids.
It wasn’t until he went to a test match between
Australia and England at the Sydney Cricket Ground,
played rugby league and union and became a regular
fellow-traveller of the rowdy crowd on the “Hill” that
he felt he belonged in Australia.
After studying Economics at Sydney University,
Paul landed a job in Treasury in Canberra at the time
of the Hawke-Keating Labor Government.
“It was an era of reform,” Paul said. “Keating was
getting things done. There was a drive to increase
productivity and competition, openness in markets.
At the same time, important changes in social policy,
such as industry superannuation, welfare targeting
and improved social services were being made.
There was a real feeling that we in Treasury were
there to serve the public, that we were providing a
critical, fundamental service.”
Governments have done much to address social
problems over the years but Paul says that ultimately
it’s a wider set of actors that need to be engaged in
achieving positive social change.
“If we’re going to achieve change and produce
good outcomes we need to think more widely and
have a strong evidence-base for new models, ideas
and concepts,” he said.
“In the past, the Government largely financed
programs and activities but we need to look at new
forms of financing. Today, we’re seeing a stronger
role being played by the corporate sector in corporate
community investment programs with WA’s resources
sector undoubtedly leading the way nationally.”
He cites a renewed enthusiasm in WA for giving
with the formation of Giving West, but says the world
of social finance that lies between philanthropists and
market-driven investors remains largely untapped:
“There’s a world of investors out there that we have
yet to unlock.”
Uniview The University of Western Australia |
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In his new role as Director of the Centre for
Social Impact he has begun, with CSI Convenor
Elena Douglas, a major research program engaged
in a broad range of research. “For example, we’re
looking at homelessness and the effectiveness of
homelessness programs. We’re also carrying out
economic analysis of its high costs in terms of health,
justice, child protection and eviction.
“We’re also looking at how to deliver services
better and in a more integrated way: how to connect
the homeless with mental health, drug and alcohol
programs, how to provide social financing that has an
impact and how to assess the economic and social
impacts of resource developments.”
The Centre hosted a successful Indigenous
Business, Corporations and Entrepreneurship
Conference in December 2011 – an event that is likely
to be held annually.
The Conference, with the theme “New Models
and Stronger Communities”, encouraged discussion
around the rapid growth of Indigenous business,
the new opportunities generated by Native Title
Agreements and the rise of community-based
social enterprises.
With similar aims and linked to the Centre for
Social Impact through research, the new UWA-based
International Mining for Development Centre, funded
by the Federal Government through AusAID, is
providing practical advisory, education and training
services to developing nations, most notably African,
across mining-related issues.
“We need to see what happens when companies
get involved with Indigenous communities in
other parts of the world,” Paul said. “In Australia’s

Val Casey
Val Casey, a
long-time member
of the Council of
Convocation and a
tireless worker for
many years on behalf
of Convocation,
passed away on
Monday 13 February
2012. She was 79
years old.
Val first enrolled
as a mature age
student at UWA in
1975. She completed
her Bachelor of Arts degree (with Honours) in
1985; during the course of her degree she worked
full-time. In 1996 Val was awarded a PhD with a
thesis on Shakespeare and emblem literature.
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Indigenous space, we are seeing rapid positive
change occurring in parts of Western Australia, but
it’s not yet comprehensive here and certainly not
through Australia.
“The model of Indigenous employment programs,
the development of flourishing Indigenous business
and enterprise, and strategic use of Native Title
land-use agreements is really having an impact but
the trick is to expand these impacts beyond the
mining boom.”
It’s lucky for the world that Paul took after
his missionary parents and not his paternal greatgrandfather who came from Poland for the Victorian
Goldrush. While a generous man (he donated his
books to the Victorian State Library) he may have
been a bit of tyrant at home if family traditions are to
be believed. Dorota, his eldest daughter and later a
successful writer in England, created a system
of secret red flags to warn his large household
of children when he was home. And, it’s lucky
too for WA that he followed his future wife Jane,
who worked with Paul in Treasury, back to Perth
from Canberra.
“I’ve always been interested in social
disadvantage and poverty,” Paul said. “And it’s
great to be part of this Centre with its mission of
being engaged, producing good research and
being out there.”
UWA’s Centre for Social Impact will be holding
its annual Indigenous Business, Corporations
and Entrepreneurship Conference on Tuesday
4 December 2012. Further details are available at
business.uwa.edu.au

In May 1993 Val joined Council and was a
member of the Awards and Graduate Outreach
Committees. Together with Cathy Tang she
designed the first Convocation/UWAGA brochure.
Val was particularly involved in the organisation of
many 50th reunions, with a focus on the display
of memorabilia. She was also involved with UWA
through participation in the Friends of the Grounds,
the Winthrop Society, Friends of the Library,
Friends of the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery and the
UWA Press Club.
Val is survived by her husband, John, also a
great supporter of Convocation and UWA, and
three children.
Val’s passing, needless to say, is a personal
loss for many former and current members of
Council. Her passing is also a significant loss to the
University, the wider University community and, of
course, to Convocation.
by David Hodgkinson
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From the Warden

What Convocation does
One of Convocation’s major roles is to support and
assist students and graduates of The University of
Western Australia, and we do this in a number of
ways. These include:
• awarding a significant number of undergraduate
prizes and scholarships for both academic and
sporting achievement;
• providing awards for postgraduate travel;
• holding 50th (and, from 2013, 25th) graduate
reunions;
• collaboration with faculty, sporting and collegebased organisations; and
• making available opportunities in which principal
officers of the University (including the Warden) can
be questioned on matters of interest to students
and graduates.
As I say in the Warden’s address at University
graduations, Convocation (now more than 100 years
old) is also the representative voice in the governance
and affairs of the University and in its interaction
with the broader community. We represent graduate
interests and opinion and promote the ideals and
purpose of the University.
To support, assist and represent students and
graduates in these and other ways we require
funding. Unlike the University’s Office of Development
and Alumni Relations we don’t seek funds directly

from our graduate members. We do, however, happily
accept contributions from University graduates
and acknowledge such contributions at every
opportunity. And we acknowledge the significant
financial support of the University that enables us
to continue to meet these and a range of statutory
obligations (Convocation was established by Western
Australian legislation which provided – in 1911 – that
the University shall consist of a Senate, Convocation,
staff and graduate and undergraduate students).
Our role is often confused with that of the
Office of Development and, in order to continue
to effectively support and represent the interests
of students and graduates – and to discharge
our obligations to UWA students and graduates,
obligations that were first set out over a hundred
years ago – we need to clearly differentiate ourselves
from the Office of Development. As we are currently
co-located with that Office, one way to do this is to
find alternative premises for the Convocation office. If
present attempts to find alternative, University-based
premises are unsuccessful, one option is to purchase
property proximate to the University.
Development of a new website – which is
underway – will enable us to more effectively and
directly communicate with our graduate members on
this and other matters. Such communication could
include, for example, ‘polling’ our members and
seeking their views on issues and matters of concern
to graduates and the University. With the assistance
of a consulting organisation we are receiving
website development support and putting together
a communications strategy, as well as new logo and
brand guidelines.
Other, more direct ways of communicating with
our members, and more effectively discharging
our responsibilities to those members, include our
ongoing development of electronic voting as a means
of not only electing the Warden, Deputy Warden and
members of the Council of Convocation, but also the
four Convocation-elected members of Senate. The
ability to poll and seek support of graduates (referred
to in the paragraph above) would also be useful,
for example, in the event that the number of those
Convocation-elected Senate members ever appeared
to be under threat.
If you would like to talk to me about these or
any other Convocation-related matters, and how
Convocation can assist you as a UWA graduate,
please contact me through the Convocation office
(+61 8 6488 1336) or at convocation@uwa.edu.au
Best wishes
David Hodgkinson
Warden of Convocation
Uniview The University of Western Australia |
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Convocation, the UWA
Graduates Association
invites all graduates and other members of Convocation
to attend the:

Second Ordinary Meeting
to be held on Friday 21 September 2012 at 6.30pm
for a 7.00pm start in the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery,
The University of Western Australia
with reports from:
•
•
•

Vice-Chancellor, Professor Paul Johnson
Warden of Convocation, Associate Professor
David Hodgkinson; and
Guild President, Mr Matthew McKenzie

Guest Speaker:
Professor Paul Johnson, Vice-Chancellor, will speak on:

‘The changing role of universities in the
21st century’
RSVP on +61 8 6488 3006 or online at: graduates.uwa.edu.au
Refreshments will follow the meeting.

Council of Convocation,
The UWA Graduates Association
Members ex officio
Warden of Convocation: David Hodgkinson
(and Convenor of Statutes Committee)
Deputy Warden of Convocation: Raoul Oehmen
(and Treasurer)
Immediate Past Warden: Simon Dawkins
Other Members
Paul Appleton
Lesley Cala
Colin Campbell-Fraser
Terrence Cheong
Devon Cuneo
Ashok Desai
Clifford Gillam
Richard Harper
Arthur Hiemstra
Warren Kerr
Geoffrey Leach
Graeme Martin (Convenor
of Awards Committee)
Paul McCann

Judith Owen
James Paparo
Ian Passmore OAM
Fran Pesich (Convenor of
Development and Policy
Committee and Chair
of Centenary Planning
Working Group)
Taiwo (John) Sanusi
Jonathan Strauss
Pauline Tremlett (Convenor
of Graduate Outreach
Committee)
Tracy Taylor

Convocation-elected Senators
Bill Biggs, Roderick Cooper, Simon Dawkins and Hilary Silbert
Convocation Officer: Juanita Perez
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50th Reunion
Luncheon 2012
The 50th Reunion luncheon for
Graduates of 1962 and earlier will be
held on Sunday 2 December 2012.
We have lost contact with a few graduates
listed below. If you have any idea of their
whereabouts please contact the Convocation
Office on +61 8 6488 3006 or convocation@
uwa.edu.au
Peter G Abotomey, Hazel E Barton, James A
Battye, Rosalie E Beck, Beverley A Bennett
(Burgin), Derrick W Bower, Gail H Brennan
(Baugh), Barry V Burvill, Robert A Byrnes,
Rodney A Campbell, Phillip G Cant, Jocelyn
E Cato, Khay-Seng Cheah, Noel F Cheetham,
Jane A Craven-Smithmilne (Abbott), Katherine
M Day (Ainslie), Susan L de Marco (Rule),
Margaret H Dodd, Kenneth N Doyle, Margaret
J Drake-Brockman, Ross A Ecclestone,
Christopher A Edwards, Frederick T Elliott,
Edwyn G Evans, Katherine L Fisher, Monica
C Flattery, John W Forsyth, Elaine M Gifford
(Bolton), Lexie K Grady (Cowell), Sandra M
Gray, Barbara L Halnan, Robert L Heppolette,
Elizabeth E Hesterman (Heron), Barbara H
Hillary (Cranfield), Alistair B Hopkins, William C
Hsu, Patricia Hsu, Richard J Hubbard, Maxwell
M Humphries, Lynette G Hymus, Raymond
A Jackson, Ronald F Jenkin, Giedre R Jodel,
Pamela R Joyce (Becher), Ivan R Kennedy,
Hubert P Khaw, Josef Kordis, Tzy C Lau,
Kent H Lee, Yoke C Loo, John O Magnus,
William L Marsh, Diana N Marsh, John Martin,
Robert A McTavish, Christopher D Metcalfe,
Ian S Mitchell, Terry B Morrison, Alan G Moy,
Josephine O’Brien, Arne Omtvedt, Graham
H Owen, Spencer P Parsons, John B Peers,
Mary E Potter (Gray), Robert H Ramsay, Neil W
Rickert, Dorothy M Robinson, Michael J Rose,
Malle Savik, Lorna V Seaman (Johnston), Rolf
G Seecamp, Beverley J Smith (Noldt), Patrick
A Smith, James Smith, John W Stephenson,
Endang Suwarno, Kiong K Tan, William C
Taylor, Chin K Teng, Gnanaganesan Thambiah,
Ernest H Thorpe, Jill Tilly, Egbert Visser,
Robert A Way, Alan L West, Trevor H Williams,
Chen-Yin Wong, Abdul R Yahaya, Barbara M
Yates and Oon S Yeoh.

GRAD BRIEFS
Keep in touch!
“Grad Briefs – they’re the first thing I read,” writes one graduate. “They often remind me of former
classmates and colleagues and have enabled me to resume long-lost friendships,” writes poet, author and
graduate William Grono. That’s what Grad Briefs networking is all about, so let us know where you are, what
you’re doing and put us in the picture: hard copy (which we’ll return on request), digital image (tif or jpeg
file at 300 dpi). Email terry.larder@uwa.edu.au or post to Terry Larder, The University of Western Australia,
M474, 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley, WA 6009. We’d love to hear from you.

1940s
Colin Farrow (BE 1942) has
worked for De Havilland Aircraft
in Melbourne (1942-46) and
the Shell Company of Australia
(1946-79), followed by 10 years
in consultancy work on roads.
He is now fully retired and lives in
Malvern, Melbourne.

1950s
Leo Addicoat (BE 1953) writes
amusingly that his current
occupation is keeping out of
trouble and mending fences! The
retired 82 year-old consulting
engineer still welcomes visits from
old school and university friends.
Leo has been living in Mosman,
NSW, since 1959.
David Bradley (BA 1957) suffers
with arthritis but still continues to
teach French conversation at the
University of the Third Age. He
and his wife are also interested
in English language and poetry.
David lives in Cowes, Victoria.

Stefan Splawinski (BA 1975)
has four children and lives in
retirement in Cairns. He previously
taught at high schools then joined
the Commonwealth Department
of Education, followed by the
Commonwealth Department of
Immigration. Former classmates
can contact him at yokelsa@
yahoo.com
Malcolm Tyler (BA 1977; BSW
1983) has been working in the
Tasmanian Department of Health
and Human Services for nearly
20 years. He is a keen cyclist and
bush walker and is interested
in developing cognitive training
programs to reduce dementia in
the Australian population.

1980s
Robert Van Zanten (BSc 1980;
MBA 1992) has been an equity
analyst for the Portland House
Group since 2004. He is married
and lives in Melbourne. Former
classmates can contact him at
rvanzant@bigpond.net.au

1960s
Edward Reeve (BA 1965) is
happily retired and lives with his
wife at Peppermint Grove Beach
in Capel, WA.
John Dowson (BA 1968; DipEd
1971) has just published his
fourth book, Fremantle Port. His
first book, Old Fremantle, was
published by UWA Publishing
and won the WA Premier’s Prize
for Non-Fiction in 2003. Former
classmates can contact him at
john.dowson@yahoo.com
Robert Male (BE 1969) will retire
in August from the position of
Vice-President, Woodside Energy.
He has worked for Woodside for
the past 34 years.

1970s
Albert Koenig (BE 1970) retired
as Head of the Office of Energy
Safety WA in early 2009 and
has since been working as a
consultant and company director,
while also lecturing part-time at
UWA and Murdoch University on
electrical industry technical and
safety regulations.
June Tornatora (BA 1972) raised
six children in WA and worked
as a volunteer teaching ESL in
Bundaberg, Qld, before retiring
in 2010 aged 82. She plays
accordion, indoor bowls and
instructs a University of the Third
Age class in aqua-therapy.
Pamela Barras (BEd 1973) is
now retired and lives with her
husband, Neil Barras (BEd 1972;
MEd 1976) in Montmorency, Vic.
Former classmates can contact
them at pam.barras@hotmail.com

He is engaged in change
management, especially in best
practice project management
within government agencies.

Joan Knowles (PhD 1987; MEd
1989) has lectured in various
universities in Sudan: Khartoum
University, Red Sea University,
Kordofan University and Nyala
University in Darfur (20052008). In 2010, she worked in
Palestinian refugee camps in
Lebanon and Palestine.
Marion Milton (MEd 1985;
PhD 1990) has worked for La
Trobe University for the past 18
months and has recently received
promotion to the role of Associate
Dean (Academic).

1990s

David Allcoat (BEc 1981)
is a Graduate Diploma in
Psychology student at UWA.
He also works as a volunteer
for the Salvation Army and is a
member of GROW and United
Care West.
Kanishka Jayasuriya (BA 1982)
is Professor of International
Politics in the School of History
and Politics, at the University of
Adelaide. Former classmates
can contact him at kanishka.
jayasuriya@adelaide.edu.au
Janice Baker (BA 1983) is
an Alfred Deakin Postdoctoral
Research Fellow in the Alfred
Deakin Research Institute and
Cultural Heritage Centre for
Asia and the Pacific, at Deakin
University. She has previously
worked as an Art Curator at the
Art Gallery of Western Australia
and most recently at UWA’s
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery.
Former classmates can contact
her at janice.baker@deakin.
edu.au
Abd Rahman Shamsuddin (BE
1983) is currently with the Public
Works Department in Malaysia.

Gilbert Hardwick (BA(Hons)
1990; BLitt(Hons) 2012) writes
that his two honours degrees
in Anthropology and Literature,
combined with a lifetime in the
Australian bush and his hobbies
of computing and electronics
have led him to found a
publishing house.
Christine Forlin (BEd 1992; PhD
1996) is an Adjunct Professor in
Special and Inclusive Education
at the Hong Kong Institute of
Education. Former classmates
can contact her at cforlin@ied.
edu.hk

Carlos Calderon (BE 1996)
is a lead mechanical engineer
with Worley Parsons and is
working in Port Hedland on
the Fortescue Metals Groups,
155 million tonnes per year
expansion of Port Hedland.
Kate Hill (née Loveday)(BSc
1998; BERSc(Hons) 2002)
completed a postgraduate
Diploma in Medical UltrasoundCardiac. She worked at Fremantle
Hospital for four years and in
Cambridge, UK for 12 months.
She is married with a daughter
and now works as a senior echo
cardiographer at WA Cardiology,
in Murdoch. Former classmates
can contact her at kately202@
hotmail.com

Solid Gold
anniversary
The Guild social club, Solid
Gold, is holding a 20th
anniversary disco ball at the
Guild Tavern on 18 August.
The Solid Gold crew (now
known as Solid Old) are
calling on members to “pull
on your b-b-b-boogie shoes
to celebrate two decades of
disco, man-made fibres and
dodgy dance moves in the
place where it all began 20
years ago.” Check the Solid Old
Facebook page for details.

Graduate’s debut novel
Graduate Deborah Burrows (BJuris
1981; LLB 1982; BA Hons 1991;
M.Phil 2000) was a Legacy kid and
grew up in Perth hearing wartime
stories from her mother. Her father
was one of the ‘Sparrow Force’
commandos trapped on Timor when
the Japanese invaded in February
1942. They fought a vicious and
successful guerrilla war for months,
but the deprivations suffered during
that time resulted in her father’s
death in 1963. Recently Deborah combined the wartime accounts she
had heard with her skill as a research historian, writing a debut novel
set in Perth in the 1940s. A Stranger in my Street, that weaves murder,
mystery and romance, was launched in May by Pan Macmillan Australia.
The lawyer/writer works in the WA State Solicitor’s Office in the area of
medical law. Deborah also has a postgraduate degree in medical history
from the University of Oxford. Her dissertation Science in the Witness
Box: Expert Medical Testimony in criminal poisoning trials in England
1800 – 1860, brought together her interest in crime, history, medicine
and legal process.
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‘On stage’ at Taronga

Kerry Staker (BA 1998) currently teaches at Taronga Conservation
Society Australia in Sydney. After graduating from UWA, she completed
an Advanced Diploma of Performing Arts at WAAPA and toured for two
years with companies like Black Swan and Bell Shakespeare. She then
studied teaching at ECU and became a high school English and Drama
teacher. She furthered her studies by gaining a Graduate Diploma in
Special Needs Education and taught in a Special Needs Unit in the
NSW Education Department. Volunteering at Taronga Zoo in 2008, the
energy of the place attracted her and she became a Zoo Keeper and
Discovery Host. Now working in Zoo Education, she uses her Drama,
English and Special Needs skills to teach students from kindergarten
to tertiary level Zoology students. Kerry writes that she still thinks fondly
of her time at UWA, especially being part of the UDS and GRADS
Summer Shakespeare productions in the New Fortune. Both taught
her team work, interpersonal and communication skills and she had
a lot of fun! Kerry credits her time at UWA for her love of learning and
philosophy of continual study and growth. She is pictured at Taronga
Zoo, with Mav the New Zealand fur seal.

Loretta Hill (née Brabant) (BE
Hons, BCom 2000) has just
published her book The Girl in
Steel-Capped Boots (fiction –
Random House), which is set
on an engineering project in
the Pilbara. (further information:
lorettahill.com.au) Loretta also
works part-time as a structural
engineer with Gutteridge,
Haskins and Davey (GHD)
in Perth. She is currently on
maternity leave and is married
to UWA graduate, Todd Hill
(LLB, BA 2002).
Damien Pericles (BLArch 2000)
returned to Perth in 2012 and
now works for the AECOM
Design and Planning team. He
previously worked in Germany
for 18 months with a number of
leading landscape architecture
studios. Former classmates can
contact Damien at dpericles@
email.com
Thomas To (BCom 2000) writes
that since graduating, he has
been developing his career at
Perth’s big four accounting firms.
He is now a senior manager at
KPMG, in tax and specialises
in transfer pricing. Former
classmates can contact him at
thomas.pc.to@gmail.com
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Bandr Fakiha (MForenSc 2007;
PhD 2011) has returned to
Saudi Arabia and now works
in the Toxicology and Forensic
Centre in Mecca. He writes that
he already misses Perth, UWA
and the fish and chips. Former
classmates can contact him at
bfageeha@hotmail.com

Naomi Martin (BA 2001;
LLB 2008) has relocated
to Melbourne to accept an
appointment as solicitor for the
Victorian Government Solicitor’s
Office, practising in the areas of
administrative and regulatory law
and litigation. Former classmates
can contact her at naomi.martin@
vgso.vic.gov.au
Virginie Rousett (née Merven)
(BSc 2001; DipModLang 2001)
is a science teacher but currently
a stay-at-home mother with two
infant children.

The art of psychology
Gretta Louw completed an Honours in Psychology in 2002 and today
the graduate is making her name as a new media artist in Berlin and
says that psychology plays a role in her artistic practice.
After graduating, Gretta travelled to Japan and became seriously
interested in art and painting. “I was completely overwhelmed by all
the visual stimuli that urban Japan offered and needed to process it,”
she recalls.
“By the time I moved to Berlin in 2007, I had experimented with a range
of media before discovering new media. Immediately I felt that digital
work was more relevant to the times we live in and was attracted to the
way I could capture concepts in a more immediate, direct way.”
Her first solo exhibition in Berlin in 2009 featured an installation of
almost 1,000 small format black and white portraits – “like a movie
dissected into individual frames,” she says.

Yeow-Tong Chia (MEdMan
2003) recently took up the
position of Lecturer in History
Curriculum Education in the
Faculty of Education and
Social Work at the University of
Sydney. He completed his PhD
studies at the Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education,
University of Toronto, in 2011
and spent six months as a
postdoctoral researcher at the
University of Macau. He moved
to Sydney in February this
year and now lectures at the
University of Sydney. Former
classmates can contact him at
yeowtong.chia@gmail.com

“The concept was to test Rorschach’s Inkblot Test of personality
and psychological functioning within an artistic context. Since then
psychology has played a prominent role in my artistic practice. I am
interested in using art as a mechanism for psychological investigation,”
says the graduate.
Last year Gretta was the artist-in-residence at the Glasshouse in Tel
Aviv and the Flux Factory in New York before returning to Berlin for her
most recent project at the Art Laboratory Berlin.
Recently Gretta briefly returned to Australia when awarded a Creative
Education Partnerships grant (a collaboration between NT Arts and the
Australia Council). She spent two months at the Warlpiri community,
working predominantly with school children from the Lajamanu School
on a computer-based and media art project. She also worked with the
Warnayaka Arts Centre.
“I’ve been interested in Indigenous art for years and believe that
reconciliation with the First Australians is one of the most pressing
issues facing the country.”
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2000s

Andrew Lodder (LLB 2006; BA
2006) completed a Doctorate
in Law at Oxford University in
2010 and has been admitted
to the Bar in London at One
Essex Court. He writes that his
first book, Enrichment in the
Law of Unjust Enrichment and
Restitution, will be published
next month on Hart. Former
classmates can contact him at
andrew.lodder@gmail.com

GRAD BRIEFS
Morrie de Robertis (BCom
2004) is Manager, Elite Tiers, for
Emirates Airline’s frequent flyer
program, Skywards. Morrie lives
in Dubai and fellow classmates
can contact him at morriede@
yahoo.com.au

Women of Note
the context within which they were working. It was
unusual for music written by women to be performed
publicly…”
Rosalind Appleby is a music critic, journalist and
musician and when encouraged to write a book
about female composers she was surprised to
discover how many there were in Australia. As many
were still alive, the need to tell their stories became
important and the graduate was soon trawling
through music history books, reading scores, pouring
over journals and listening to hours of music. “The
richest hours were those spent interviewing the
women themselves,” she writes.

Sophie Pendleton (MBA 2006)
is now working as a Corporate
Manager in the CBD Commercial
team, for Westpac, Sydney.
Kirsten Legg (BCom 2009)
previously worked in London
for two years and is now
back in Perth working as an
HR Coordinator at RSM Bird
Cameron.

2010s
Qiang Chen (MLEM 2010) is the
Deputy Operations Manager for
shipping company CMA-CGM
Shanghai, which is the third
largest shipping company in
the world, mainly in container
transportation.
Daniel Kneebone (BSc 2010)
is a laboratory chemist for
Rheochem, which is based in
Henderson, Perth. His writes
that his job involves making and
testing drilling fluids. Former
classmates can contact him at
dankneebone@gmail.com
Katrina Zeehandelaar (BCBM
2010) is working for Eco Logical
Australia, an environmental
consultancy in Perth. Katrina
writes that she is learning a
wide range of new skills as well
as travelling all over Western
Australia.

In the early 20th century, British conductor Sir
Thomas Beecham famously declared there were
no women composers and “possibly, there never
will be”.
At the time, Australian women were part of a
worldwide surge in female composers, as UWA
graduate Rosalind Appleby (BMus 2003)
documents in a new book Women of Note, the Rise
of Australian Women Composers, published by
Fremantle Press and available at the UWA Co-op
Bookshop and other stores.
“According to newspaper reviews at the turn of
the century, nearly one-fifth of our early composers
were women,” writes the graduate. “The significant
presence of women is impressive, particularly given

Women of Note documents and celebrates the
success of Australia’s women composers and
highlights their pivotal role in the development
of Australia’s classic music culture. “Yet their
contribution is largely missing from our history
books,” she notes.
“Nowhere is there a complete history of Australian
composition that accurately documents the role
of women, despite the fact that the percentage of
composers who are women is larger in Australia than
in almost any other western nation. A woman was the
first to represent Australia at the International Society
of Contemporary Music – Peggy Glanville-Hicks in
1938 – and it was a woman – Margaret Sutherland
– who was attributed with naturalising 20th century
developments in Australian music.”
The UWA graduate’s very readable book helps to set
the record straight at last.

Engineering clean water solutions

Simon Lueth (BSc 2011) is
currently studying at UWA in
the Master of Nursing program.
Former classmates can contact
him at sibiardeleuth@yahoo.
com.au

UWA PhD graduate Dani Barrington is nearing
the end of a 10-month placement as an Engineers
Without Borders (EWB) volunteer working to improve
access to clean water supplies in a cluster of villages
in the hilly terrain of Nepal.
Arpit Rohilla (MCom 2011)
is a performance analyst for
Western Power, in Perth. He
works on a contract basis in the
company’s Reporting and Data
Governance division. Former
classmates can contact him at
arpitrohilla@hotmail.com
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This University is a partner with EWB in working with
developing communities in Australia and overseas
to develop the capacity of the local technical
sector through small-scale, grassroots engineering
programs. Dani works with Nepal Water for Health
(NEWAH), an NGO that initiates projects that aim
to improve water quality and management from
catchment to consumer.
The project in which Dani is involved centres on
three rural clusters and has both technical and social
components. The NGO’s technical team investigates
the construction of water supply infrastructure –
generally gravity-fed pipe systems originating from
spring or stream sources, or hand-dug wells – while
the social section meets with communities to discuss
sanitation and hygiene. Working together, the two
teams ensure an holistic approach that brings about
technical and social change. There is a two year
follow-up assessment of completed projects.
Dani’s involvement sees her evaluating the
effectiveness of previous projects conducted by
EWB volunteers from a technical and behavioural

stance and conducting workshops to gently ‘nudge’
users into being able to recognise the hazards to
supplies – from broken pipes and landslides to lapsed
behavioural issues in relation to hygiene.
She also trains local NEWAH staff and is adapting
a Water Safety Plan developed by the World Health
Organization for the unique conditions of rural Nepal.
Whilst loving her time in Nepal, Dani concedes there
are multiple challenges. “Staying with local families in
villages and getting used to outside squat toilets is a
challenge in the middle of the night when it’s raining,
slippery and pitch black, and you’re trying not to trip
over goats! When you don’t have electricity for more
than eight hours, you also realise how much we take
light for granted.
“I’ve also had to reconcile myself to ritualistic animal
sacrifices at festivals and temples, local transport to
remote field sites that can be terrifying, and frequent
strikes that make everyday life difficult and can result
in violence.
“Having said that I must add that while at times it has
been really tough, I would do it all over again for the
amazing experience.
“I’ve found my most useful skills have been
researching (from my PhD) and being an outgoing
person who gets people on board pretty quickly.”
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